
Three Views on the Millennium 

Throughout history, Christian theologians have debated at length over the details 
of Christ’s second coming, specifically details concerning the millennium and the 
tribulation/rapture.  

The millennium refers to a span of 1,000 years that Jesus Christ will reign on the 
earth. The question throughout the current church age has been: When will 
Jesus return to rule in relation to the millennium, if there is, indeed, a time 
that He returns? Three prominent answers to that question have been held 
throughout church history. At various times, one or the other has dominated 
church thought and life. Here is a brief look at each of these 3 prominent views of 
the millennium. 

‣ Premillennialism 
‣ Jesus will reign on the earth for 1,000 years, or at least a substantial 

amount of time, and will be physically present. His return will represent 
the beginning of the millennium. 

‣ The dominant view of the early church for the first 3 centuries; returned 
to popularity in the mid-1800’s in conservative circles 

‣ Assumes a more literal interpretation of several key Scriptures 
‣ Follows a time of great, worldwide distress with a time of abundance, a 

renewed earth, and the building of a glorified Jerusalem 
‣ The millennium will be introduced suddenly with a cataclysmic event and 

evil will be virtually eliminated; the rule of Jesus Christ will be complete 
from the very beginning of the millennium; not a time of continuation of 
current trends but a sharp break from current conditions 

‣ Israel will have a special place in the millennium 

‣ Postmillennialism 
‣ Jesus will return at the conclusion of the millennium 
‣ The dominant thought beginning in the 4th century and throughout the 

Middle Ages; St. Augustine; no timetable set but believed to be 
complete around 1000; when it didn’t happen, millennium was 
understood to be, not a literal 1000 years, but the whole of church 
history; came back to popularity in the late 1800’s 



‣ Based on optimism – the preaching of the gospel will be so successful 
that the world will be converted; peace will prevail and evil will be 
virtually banished; more adherents in times of great gospel advances and 
“Christianizing” of the social order 

‣ The kingdom of God is a present reality, not a future event 
‣ Assumes that conditions will become better, not worse, prior to Christ’s 

return; the kingdom’s growth and progress is gradual and barely noticed 
by many; even with setbacks, the kingdom is progressing and the gospel 
will ultimately prevail 

‣ Major tenet is the successful spread of the Gospel, citing Scripture that 
states that all nations will come to know God 

‣ Amillennialism 
‣ No millennium or earthly reign of Christ; the order of events will be 

Christ’s return, the great final judgment, and then departure to the final, 
eternal states of the righteous and the wicked 

‣ Simplest view 
‣ Similar to postmillennialism: Revelation 20 taken symbolically, the 

millennium is the church age, etc.; major difference is that amillennialism 
sees no earthly reign of Christ 

‣ Revelation consists of 7 sections that retell the same period, not 
successive periods, so Revelation 20 does not represent the last period 
of church history but is a special perspective on the entire history of the 
church 

‣ 1000 years is symbolism that conveys perfection or completeness 

Our study at IBC will follow the premillennial view, and for good reasons that will 
become evident throughout the sermon series. However, other viewpoints on this 
topic are welcomed at IBC for discussion, so long as it does not become a source 
of division. 
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