
Pastor’s Class 

GOD’S PEOPLE 
What the Bible Says About the Church 

Mindset to understand the church 

➢ Jesus Christ _______ for the church. 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself 
up for her.  Ephesians 5:25 

➢ Jesus Christ was raised to ____________ over the church. 

And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all 
things to the church.  Ephesians 1:22 

➢ Jesus Christ now ____________ through the church. 

Which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.  Ephesians 1:23 

Metaphors for the church 

➢ The People of God: _________________ 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s 
own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called 

you out darkness into His marvelous light.  I Peter 2:9 

Christ Jesus … gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to 
purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.  Titus 

2:14 

➢ The Bride of Christ: _____________________ 

Ephesians 5:25-32; Revelation 19:7-8 

➢ The Temple of God: ______________ 

Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in 
you?  I Corinthians 3:16 

For we are the temple of the living God.  2 Corinthians 6:16 

➢ The Body of Christ: ____________/purpose 

Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it.  I Corinthians 12:27 



Make-up of a church 

➢ Pastor(s) 

Greek Word  English Translation  Pastoral Duty 

   poimen     shepherd/pastor  pastoral _______ and protection 

presbuteros          _________     leadership 

  episcopos     overseer/bishop      oversight/administration 

 didaskolos         ___________          teaching/preaching 

  * I Timothy 5:17; I Peter 5:1-2; Acts 20:17-18; Titus 1:5-7 
  

➢ Deacon 

Acts 6:1-6 – Deacon ministry was created for _____________. 

➢ Members 

Ephesians 4:11-16 – Every member is a _________________. 

Ministry of every member 

 Here are the expectations we have for every member of our church: 

➢ ___________ – Acts 2:42; Ephesians 6:18-19; Colossians 4:2 

➢ ____________ attendance – Hebrews 10:25; Acts 2:41-47 

➢ ____________ support – Malachi 3:8-10; II Corinthians 8:1-5 

➢ Giftedness – I Corinthians 12; Ephesians 4:12-16 

➢ Encouragement – I Thessalonians 5:11; 2:11-12 

➢ ___________ – Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 1:8 

Member accountability 



When an individual joins a church, he places himself under the ______________ of that 
body (Matthew 18:15-20; I Corinthians 5:3; 5:12-6:8; Hebrews 13:17), as long as that 
submission falls within the boundaries of God’s Word (Acts 4:18-20, 5:29). 

Motivation for modern day membership 

There is a biblical basis for church membership: 

➢ Linked – Craig Myers: The Bible almost universally depicts Christians as being 
together with others in an organized fashion. 

➢ Landmarks – The early church kept up with _______________. Acts 1:15, 2:41, 4:4 

➢ Lists – The early church kept lists and records. I Timothy 5:9, 11; I Corinthians 5:2 

➢ _____________ – The early church used letters for commendations and 
accountability. Acts 15:22-35, 18:27; I Corinthians 16:3; II Corinthians 3:1 

Membership at IBC 

➢ Requirements 

• You must be __________, (See lesson on God’s Grace.) and living a life in 
keeping with repentance (Matthew 3:8; Luke 3:8; Acts 26:20). It’s about 
direction, not perfection. 

• You must have been or be willing to be ______________ by immersion. (See 
lesson on God’s Grace.) 

• You must be willing to carry out the ministry (see IV), insofar as you are able. 

➢ What to do 

• Attend this class. 

• Complete the video classes online. 

• Fill out the membership request form after you have completed all of the 
lessons. The Pastor will contact you shortly. 

Notes from today’s study 


