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BIBLE STORY

The Good Shepherd

John 10

STORY POINT

Jesus is the Good Shepherd who

cares for His people.

KEY PASSAGE

John 14:25-26

BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER

What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? 

Jesus taught about God and His kingdom. He taught that all Scripture is about Him.



BEFORE YOU BEGIN...

Preschool - The Bible is God’s word to us,

but it also tells us how to talk to God!

Today’s true Bible story is from the Book

of John in the New Testament part of the

Bible. 

Start by asking the children what they

know about What is a sheep’s coat made

of? (wool) What colors are sheep? (black,

gray, silver, brown, red, and white)

What sound do sheep make? (baaa)

What do sheep eat? (grass) What is a

baby sheep called? (lamb) What is a

male sheep called? (ram) What is a

female sheep called? (ewe) In today’s

Bible story, Jesus said He is the Good

Shepherd and God’s people are His

sheep. 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd, and those

who trust in Him are His sheep. God sent

Jesus to save sinners. Like a shepherd

risks his own life to protect his sheep

from wolves, Jesus gave up His life so His

people could be forgiven and have life

with God forever. They listen to Him,

follow Him, and obey Him.

Elementary - Jesus’ teaching is important

because it helps us understand that some

people want to hurt God’s children, like the

thief. Others may not want to hurt God’s

children, but they won’t stay around to

protect them either, like the hired hand.

Jesus is the Good Shepherd who cares for

His people. He laid down His life for us.

The religious leaders were very upset when

Jesus said these things because they knew

that Jesus was saying He is God. They did

not want to believe that, but it is true. Jesus

is God the Son. He came to earth to save

people from sin by dying on the cross and

rising again on the third day. Everyone who

believes and his baptized becomes a sheep

in Jesus’ flock. And Jesus never loses any

sheep. We can trust that Jesus will care for

us perfectly until the day He returns to fully

start His perfect kingdom.

Our big picture question asks, What did

Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus

taught about God and His kingdom. Jesus

taught that He is the way to true life. Jesus

gave up His life so His people could be

forgiven and have life in God’s forever

kingdom.

Watch the Preschool or Elementary Bible Story Video, or use the Bible Story Script to tell

the Bible story, or read it straight from the Bible: John 10

Preschool Bible Story Video  <——— Click Here

Elementary Bible Story Video <——— Click Here

READ.

Prompt kids to think about who protects them. Offer suggestions, such as police officers,

firefighters, crossing guards, parents, and so forth.

SAY •A lot of people work to protect us in different ways. Today, we will learn about a time

Jesus explained how He protects His people. What do you think Jesus might have

compared Himself to? What do you think He said we were like?

TALK.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P5kyh6fnPF4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wObYFpxnG-A&feature=youtu.be


Encourage your kids to pray or use this prayer provided.

Jesus, thank You for being the Good Shepherd. You
gave up Your life so we could be forgiven and have
life with God forever. We want to be sheep who

listen to Your voice, follow You, and obey You. Help
us trust You. You always know what’s best. Amen.

Elementary - Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.

1. How will sheep know their shepherd? (by his voice, John 10:3-4)

2. Why does a thief come? (only to steal, kill, and destroy; John 10:10)

3. What does the good shepherd do? (lays down his life for the sheep, John 10:15)

4. Why do you think Jesus compares people to sheep? Guide kids to understand that sheep

are animals that need guidance. On their own, they cannot thrive. Help them understand

that using the imagery of sheep also calls back to Psalm 23 and Old Testament figures like

David, Moses, and Jacob.

5. How can we become part of Jesus’ flock? Guide kids to see that Jesus’ flock includes all

people who have faith in Jesus. We cannot earn salvation, but God gives it freely to all who

believe the truth of the gospel and are baptized. 

SAY •Jesus is the Good Shepherd who cares for His people. Jesus said He would lay down His

life for His sheep, and He died on the cross for our sins. He said He would take His life up

again, and He rose from the dead on the third day. We can trust Jesus’ promises to protect

and care for us.

Preschool - Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.

1. Who did Jesus say He is? (Jesus is the Good Shepherd.)

2. What are God’s people like? (Jesus’ sheep)

3. What happens when sheep hear the shepherd’s voice? (They follow him.)

4. What did Jesus do as the Good Shepherd? (He gave up His life for the sheep.)

5. Can anyone ever take us from Jesus? (no)

6. What did Jesus teach when He was on earth? Jesus taught about God and His kingdom.

SAY •Jesus is the Good Shepherd, and God’s people are like sheep. A shepherd protects his

sheep from thieves and wolves, while Jesus protects His people and saves them from sin. 

 Good Shepherd, and He knows them. Jesus said no one can separate Him from His sheep!

REVIEW.

PRAY.



ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES

Key Passage Activity: (John 14:25-26)

Read the key passage together. Then, practice saying it with the motions introduced in Celebration

Station, or make up your own!

SAY • •Jesus taught all kinds of wonderful things about God, God’s kingdom, and the Scriptures. It

was more than any of us could remember or obey on our own. This key passage reminds us that

everyone who believes in Jesus has the Holy Spirit living within. He helps us remember what Jesus

taught so we can obey out of love.

(For Sunday or throughout the week!

OPTION 1: "Who called Me?"

Form a circle. Choose a child to stand in the middle and close her eyes. Gently tap a student on the

shoulder directing him to call out the name of the child in the center. After the child in the center

hears her name, she may open her eyes and guess who said her name. Give her three

chances to guess before revealing the identity of the child who called her name. Choose another

child to be in the center and play again.

SAY • Jesus said. “A shepherd comes in through the gate and calls his sheep by name. When the

sheep hear the shepherd’s voice, they follow him.” Jesus is the Good Shepherd. God sent Him to

save sinners. Jesus gave up His life so His people could be forgiven and have life with God forever.

Those who trust in Jesus are His sheep. They listen to Him, follow Him, and obey Him.

OPTION 2: Sheep skin

Provide each kid with a paper plate. Invite the kids to draw a sheep’s face on the plate. Provide

cotton balls and glue for the kids to attach “wool” to their sheep face. Help the kids cut eye holes in

the plate. Use tape to attach string to the masks so the kids can wear them. You may encourage

the kids to wear their masks during the Bible story.

SAY •Jesus taught that His people are like sheep, and He is like a shepherd. Today, we will learn

more about what that means. What do you think makes a shepherd good?



MAYFAIR KIDS FALL 2020

+ VBS 2020 is full steam ahead! Click here to watch!

+ If you haven’t done so yet, join our new “Mayfair Kids Parents” Facebook page to stay up-to-date

on all things Mayfair Kids Quarantine and seek advice about what other parents are doing during

this time of social distancing! 

LIVE.

Table Talk: 

- What does this story teach me about the gospel?

- What can we do to show our faith in Jesus today?

- How have you shown Gods glory this week?

Sing: 

Lets praise God for all of the

wonderful things he has done!

Follow our Spotify account, 

"Mayfair Kids Quarantine Tunes"

Here are some activities and conversation starters for your families to use throughout the

week.

Weekly Activity: 

Form two groups. Assign each group a bucket to be their “sheep pen.” Spread cotton balls

around the room. Play music while preschoolers use plastic spoons to pick up the “sheep”

and place them in their team’s pen. The group that gathered the most sheep wins.

SAY •Jesus said, “My sheep hear My voice, I know them, and they follow Me. I give them life

forever. No one will take them out of My hand. The Father and I are one.” Jesus is the Good

Shepherd. God sent Him to save sinners. Jesus gave up His life so His people could be

forgiven and have life with God forever.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHE3twNRpSp5vZeQl_B3wuA/

