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BIBLE STORY

Jesus and Nicodemus

John 3

STORY POINT

Jesus told Nicodemus about

God's plan.

KEY PASSAGE

John 3:16

BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER

What makes people special?

People are special because God made them in his image.



BEFORE YOU BEGIN...

Preschool - Over the next few weeks, we

will learn about some amazing things

Jesus did on earth. There are four Bible

books about Jesus’ life on earth called

the Gospels. Today’s Bible story comes

from the Gospel of John. 

 

Remind children that all the stories in

the Bible fit together to tell an even

bigger story. The Bible tells us the big

story of how God rescues sinners

through His Son, Jesus.

 

Nicodemus tried very hard to obey God’s

law so he could get eternal life with God.

But eternal life is a gift; you cannot earn

it. Jesus told Nicodemus about God’s

great plan. God showed His love by

sending His one and only Son to rescue

people from sin. Everyone who believes

in Him, and his baptized receives God’s

gift of eternal life through Jesus.

Elementary - Many of the religious leaders in

Jesus’ time rejected Jesus, like in the story

we learned last week. Nicodemus was wise

to try to learn more about Jesus. But what

Jesus said confused him. Jesus taught that

we must be born again. Nicodemus

struggled to understand the difference

between physical life and spiritual life. We

often struggle in the same way. We can see,

smell, taste, touch, and hear the different

parts of our physical lives. It is easy to think

that the world we can observe with our

senses is all there is, but Jesus explained

that there’s more than what we can interact

with. We need to be born spiritually into

Jesus’ family. The reason Jesus describes

salvation in this way has to do with what

happens to us when we put our faith in

Jesus. Our old, sinful lives die, and we receive

new hearts from God. Our new hearts love

God and want to obey Him. It is as if we

become entirely new people. The Bible says

the old is gone and the new

has come. That new life cannot be taken

away

Watch the Preschool or Elementary Bible Story Video, or use the Bible Story Script to tell

the Bible story, or read it straight from the Bible: John 3

Preschool Bible Story Video  <——— Click Here

Elementary Bible Story Video <——— Click Here

READ.

Prompt kids to tell about times they needed extra help to understand something. Share

your own experience.

SAY •All of us need help understanding new things. That’s what makes teachers so great!

Today, we will learn about a time a man went to Jesus to learn more about Jesus—and the

man who went to Jesus was a religious leader who usually taught others!

TALK.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gM0j-0_laSU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3jiQ9SU1WY0


Encourage your kids to pray or use this prayer provided.

Father, thank You for the wonderful gift of salvation. We
know that we could never earn such a perfect love. We
praise You for giving it to us anyway. Help us love You
and celebrate what Jesus has done. Give us hearts that

want to obey. Amen.

Elementary - 

How did Nicodemus know that Jesus had been sent by God? (because of the miracles

Jesus performed, John 3:2)

What did Jesus say must happen for a person to see the kingdom of God? (The person must

be born again, or born of the Spirit; John 3:3-6)

Jesus said that He had been sent by God not to punish the world, but to do what? (save the

world, John 3:17)

What does it mean to be born again? Prompt the kids to think about how God declares

sinners righteous when they believe in Jesus, and are baptized. God no longer sees

believers as sinners, but as saints. Our new and eternal life with God starts as soon as we

believe in the gospel and are baptized.

What does it mean to have eternal life? Discuss the idea that eternal life with God is not

just regular life that never ends, but joyful, loving, obedient life that goes on forever. A

believer’s new life begins right away. Even after physical death, our souls live with God

forever. When Jesus returns, we will continue living with God in glorified bodies.

Why did God send Jesus to save us? Remind the kids that God loves people and always

does what is for His glory and our good. We are special to God, and He wanted to save us

from sin to show His goodness and love.

 

SAY •Jesus taught that we must be born again. God wants us to believe the gospel so we can

have a relationship with Him forever.

Preschool - Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.

1. Who came to visit Jesus? (Nicodemus)

2. What time of day did Nicodemus visit Jesus? (night)

3. What did Jesus say a person must be so he or she can see God’s kingdom? (born again)

4. Did Jesus mean that Nicodemus needed to be a baby again to see God’s kingdom? (no)

5. How do people get life with God? (baptism)

6. What makes people special? (People are special because God made us in His own image.)

REVIEW.

PRAY.



ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES

Key Passage Activity: (John 3:16)

Read the key passage together. Then, practice saying it

with the motions introduced in Celebration Station, or

make up your own!

 

SAY • This key passage might be one of the most

wellknown verses in the entire Bible. Many people have

heard it, memorized it, or seen it as a bumper sticker.

In a way, this key passage sums up the whole Bible.

God loved us and showed His love by sending Jesus.

(For Sunday or throughout the week!

OPTION 1: Make play dough snakes

Encourage preschoolers to roll a ball of play dough into a long cylinder to form a snake. Guide

preschoolers to use the end of a toothpick to draw designs on their snake. Show a child how to

wrap her play dough snake around a straw like the snake on the pole. Review the Bible story of

“The Bronze Snake” from Numbers 21:4-9.

 

SAY • Jesus told Nicodemus about God’s great plan. Jesus reminded Nicodemus of the time when

God’s people disobeyed God and got sick. The people were healed when they looked at the bronze

snake on the pole. Jesus said that He would be raised up like the snake so that everyone who

believes in Jesus will be healed from sin and have eternal life. Everyone who believes in Jesus

receives God’s gift of eternal life.

OPTION 2: Bubble pop

Form two teams of kids. Provide each team with a bottle of bubbles, including a bubble wand. The

players of each team will take turns blowing a bubble and catching it on the bubble wand. Time

how long the bubbles last. Whichever team has the longest lasting bubble earns a point. Play

additional rounds. After each player on both teams has a chance to blow and catch a bubble, add

up the scores and declare the team with the most points the winners.

 

SAY •It was really hard to make a bubble last. It was here only for a moment before it popped. In a

way, that reminds us of our lives on earth. In the big picture, our lives on earth are pretty short.

However, when we believe in Jesus, we inherit everlasting life with God. No matter how short our

present lives might be, we will still live forever with God. Jesus taught that we must be born again

to experience everlasting life.



MAYFAIR KIDS QUARANTINE CALENDAR

+ If you haven’t done so yet, join our new “Mayfair Kids Parents” Facebook page to stay up-to-date

on all things Mayfair Kids Quarantine and seek advice about what other parents are doing during

this time of social distancing! 

 

+ Don’t forget to check your email or Facebook to receive our weekly Mayfair Kids Quarantine

Calendar every Monday!

LIVE.

Table Talk: 

- What does this story teach me about the gospel?

- Talk with your children about what makes them

special. Talk about spiritual gifts, or strengths as

opposed to physical features.

Sing: 

Lets praise God for all of the

wonderful things he has done!

Follow our Spotify account, 

"Mayfair Kids Quarantine Tunes"

Here are some activities and conversation starters for your families to use throughout the

week.

Define image

Look through picture books with the students. Point out various images and ask, “Is this a

real lion or just a picture?” Emphasize that everything in the books is just a picture,

or image, of something that really exists. You may choose to point out real items in the

classroom and contrast them with pictures in the books. SAY • Our big picture question

asks, What makes people special? People are special because God made us in His own

image. God made us to be a picture of what He is like. We are not God. God is greater and

more powerful than anything and anyone, but He made us in His likeness to show the

world a little of what He is like. Jesus is more than an image of God. Jesus is God the Son.

Jesus shows us exactly what God is like. Everyone who believes in Jesus receives God’s

gift of eternal life.

Before Bed Story Time Options:

You are Special, by Max Lucado

 

The Wonderful Things You Will Be, by Emily Winfield Martin

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uHyVH0BCJns
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gYqEsoAfhPQ

