
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Monthly Newsletter of Bandera United Methodist Church 

A Word from your Pastor 
 
Dear Friends, 

In the blink of an eye, the summer is gone and fall is upon 

us.  It has been a very active and exciting summer around 

BUMC.  From hosting the UMARMY camp, Vacation 

Bible School, Fifth Sunday Fellowship, Plaster the Pastor, 

Back to School, Promotion Sunday, Bible 

presentations…There has not been much if any down time 

for the Methodists!  Over the summer, our worship 

attendance remained very strong, small groups and classes 

were full, visitors came and new members joined the 

church. We have children everywhere, our youth group is 

out growing their space, Wednesday nights promise to begin 

with a bang and our Kids Kingdom has posted is largest 

enrollment to date!  God continues to bless our church in so 

many ways.  If you saw my Facebook post from August 21, 

I expressed my deepest sentiment for this church and for the 

words and work being done in the name of Jesus Christ.  I 

share those sentiments with you again. 

“I just want to express my deepest gratitude and 

appreciation to this church. Today (as most days) I realized 

just how lucky and how blessed my life is as your pastor. 

Nothing extra special was given me or no abundance of 

accolades. What was shown today was the realization that 

this church loves Jesus and is excited about being the heart 

and hands and mouthpiece of God to our community and 

world. We are so blessed with children and youth and a 

congregation of all ages that comes together to pray for one 

Continued on page 2... 
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another, to lift up one another, to study and sing and praise with one another. It is truly 
a joy to be your pastor and see us grow. Not just in numbers but in depth and 

compassion and reaching out to the least, the last and the lost. Today in our 

congregation was a homeless man who felt the love of Jesus and who communed at the 

Table because he was told he was a child of God and was welcome. We had visitors 

from neighboring towns and places farther away who came to worship and enjoy an 

uplifting congregation. We welcomed back with great joy our own Pat C who has been 

gone for several weeks. We welcomed children, and blessed backpacks and presented 

Bibles and story books. Today we represented what I think the church is about. Thank 

you for loving me. For loving the work, you do and most of all for loving Jesus. Thank 

you for joyfully and generously serving as His instruments of hope and love and 

promise to a hurting and broken world. May God continue to add his blessing to his 

ministry at Bandera UMC.” 

Thank you for the joy and privilege of serving as your pastor.  With much grace and 

peace, Larry 
 

A Word from your Pastor Continued … 

 

“Oh Adam was a gardener, and God who 

made him sees 

That half a proper gardener’s work is done 

upon his knees” 

Rudyard Kipling 

 

 I don’t know about you, but I am thankful that it 
is September and the hope of cooler weather is 
on the way. It feels good to be settled in and back 
to our routines and I hope that everyone is ready 
to gear up for the upcoming 150th celebration and 
I think, that as the quote suggests we need to 
spend lots of time on our knees. But, before we 
begin our countdown, let’s look at the many ways 
that we are all able to serve. And not just each 
other, our Church Family is important   but the 
community is another garden that we need to 
tend. We need to be that light in the City of 
Bandera that is a beacon of hope and joy; 
different and set apart to serve. So to quote 
Kipling, the proper work begins on our knees with 
prayer and a plan that becomes a commitment 
and then, a way of life. There are so many options 
available and believe it or not we are here every 
day of the week! 
 Join us on Wednesdays it’s fun and fast and you 

might just get fed too. Kids for Christ, Youth 

 Group, Emmaus, prayer chapel and bible studies! A banquet 
of opportunities awaits you there and while we talk of 
banquets, sadly there are families going hungry. The need is 
real for the “food insecure” and it is a mission that you can 
be a part of. We are in the beginning stages of a partnership 
with Daily Bread, a wonderful organization that supplies 
food to those who lack, but in addition they teach families 
the skills necessary to become good stewards who can then 
become self-sufficient. Contact Dr. Nightingale for more 
details, and then if you are free on Thursdays at 10:30 join 
Blessings in a Backpack, another opportunity to help food 
insecure children, we fill at least 150 backpacks every week.  
 And soon the countdown begins to our 150th and we are 
planning a wonderful celebration of reflection and renewal 
and it is all hands on deck so, perhaps you would love to be a 
part of the event planning.  Contact Pastor Larry if you feel 
called but if you are handy with a hammer then perhaps 
Ramps Across Texas is more your speed. We have built 
numerous ramps that have enabled handicapped individuals 
greater access and freedom, it is a great group so check that 
out and let Larry Shoemaker know when you can help. Well 
as you can see there are so many ways to help that I might 
just make the editor mad if I keep going but she will let you 
know much more about LARK or, loving acts of random 
kindness. They serve in many capacities here in our 
community and believe me they have been a blessing! So 
open your heart to the many possibilities and do all the good 
you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in 
all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the 
people you can, for as long as you ever can. 
 
 Many hands one heart, 

Elizabeth 

 

 
 

Many Hands 
One Heart 



Bonnie’s Beat 

Well, the day has finally 
arrived. Our kids and youth 
are back in school for the 
2016-2017 school year. 
Volleyball games are 
underway, Texas High School 
Football has begun, and the 
Cross Country runners are up 
at 6:00am tearing up the 
roads. It is a time of both 
dread and excitement. Kids 
are hesitant to give up the 
freedom of sleeping in, 
parents are happy to have 
their houses back, and 
everyone is anticipating all 
that a new year brings.  
 
The spirit of excitement was 
palpable all over the church 
on Promotion Sunday, as the 
Church school year officially 
began. High School Sunday 
Nights kicked off on the 21st 
with a cook-out under the 
pavilion. We played games, 
ate, fellowshipped, ate some 
more, and had one last 
hurrah before the kids fell 

back into the groove of things. It 
was a wonderful night, 
welcoming our incoming 
freshmen into the fold and 
preparing for the busyness that 
the school year brings. 
Wednesday Night C.R.E.W. 
resumed on August 24th. The 
schedule for this year is as 
follows: 
 
3:30 – 5:00 Kids for Christ 

3:30 – 5:00 Homework 

Help/Tutoring  

4:00 – 5:00  Middle School 

Youth Group/C.R.E.W. 

5:00 – 5:30 Evening Meal 

5:30 – 6:30 High School Youth 

Group/C.R.E.W. 

5:30 – 6:30  Middle School 

Handbells (Bandera Bells) 

 
There are many activities planned 
for the Fall already. Trunk-or-
Treat, Fall Retreat, and the Chili 
Cook-Off & Gingerbread House 
Auction, just to name a few. We 
are so excited to see what this 
year has in store for the Youth at 
BUMC.  
 
Psalm 68:19  says “Praise be to 
the Lord, to God our Savior, who 
daily bears our burdens.” 
 

Every Wednesday form 3;30 pm to 5 pm, with dinner at 5 pm. 
Kids will need to be picked up by 5:30 pm. Parents are more than 
welcome to come join us for dinner at 5. We are looking forward 
to a wonderful, Christ filled year!     
     ---Shawn Morrison 
 
 
 

Kids for Christ is Back! 

  

150TH ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATION WEEKEND WILL 

BE APRIL 28-30TH 2017.  MORE 

DETAILS TO COME.    

As United Methodists we vowed to be 

faithful to support the ministries of our 

congregation with our prayers, our 

presence and this month it is our gifts, so 

what does that mean? Your talents, time 

and tithing of course! Giving back with 

joy and gratitude as a response to God’s 

grace.  

 

GIFT, GIFTED, GIFTS: anything given 

voluntarily with no compensation, a 

present or a sacrifice.   

 

Online Giving. This month we are 

excited to offer online giving on our new 

BUMC website. It is quick, easy and 

completely secure. Vanco Payment 

Solutions have the highest security levels 

available in the market. Endorsements 

include our own United Methodist 

Church General Conference of Finance & 

Administration, as well as the United 

Church of Christ and the Lutheran 

Church. Online payments may be set up 

as a one-time gift or a regular draft from 

a bank account or credit/debit card. If the 

online system is overwhelming but you 

would like to be able to have an 

automatic transfer of funds, come by the 

office and Cheryl will be happy to get 

you a paper authorization form. 

---Larry Scott 

 

Stewardship: 
Riding for the Brand 

 



Discipleship Opportunities 

 

 

A New four-part DVD series 

Helping without Hurting beginning in September 

Good intentions are not enough.  Unleashing and equipping people to effectively 

help the poor requires repentance and the realization of our own brokenness.  Join 

us on Wednesday evenings through the month of September as we “relearn” our 

approach to helping those in need.  Based on the paradigm shifting work of Steve 

Corbett and Brian Fikkert and the Chalmers Center at Covenant College, this series 

will provide a path forward, not through providing resources to the poor, but by 

walking with them in humble relationships.  FMI:  Contact Pastor Larry at 

banderapastor@gmail.com or call the church office.  There is no workbook for the 

class, but it is recommended participants purchase their own copy of When Helping 

Hurts: How to Alleviate Poverty without Hurting the Poor…And Yourself as this 

series will be based on this publication.  Sessions run September 7-28, 2016 

starting at 6:30 PM in Room 103 of the Fellowship Hall.   

 

 

A Christian Response to Islamic Extremism 

A Three Part Discussion Series Coming in October 

Most of us believe it is wrong to judge an entire category of people based upon the 

actions of a relatively small number of extremists within that group.  At the same 

time, terrorist attacks by Islamic extremists within our midst have heightened our 

concerns about future attacks.  Based on Adam Hamilton’s recent sermon series 

Facing Issues That Divide, Pastor Larry will offer a three session informational 

series on this topic that has become a campaign issue as well as a matter of 

increased national security.  Join us on Wednesday evenings, October 5, 12 & 19, 

2016 beginning at 6:30 PM in Room 103 of the Fellowship Hall.  FMI:  Contact 

Pastor Larry at banderapastor@gmail.com   

 

 

mailto:banderapastor@gmail.com
mailto:banderapastor@gmail.com


 

 

Set Apart: Holy Habits of Prophets and Kings 
Your furniture isn’t solid gold nor have you seen a fiery chariot, but you’re not unlike some 
of the kings and prophets in 1 and 2 Kings. Although they were set apart by God, they didn’t 
have all the answers. They struggled. They made big-time mistakes. But they grew in their 
faith through spiritual practices even while carrying out God’s calling on earth. This six-
week study examines the holy habits of six kings and prophets who were set apart by their 
close walk with God. Each week you’ll study the story of one intriguing character, discuss 
God’s unique purpose for his life, and learn about his particular spiritual discipline. Then 
you’ll explore how that timeless spiritual practice can draw you closer to God, helping you 
fulfill God’s purpose for your life. The Participant Book contains five daily readings per 
week, each including Scripture, reflective teaching material with question. Each of these 
characters was trying to follow God while carrying out his calling on earth. As we consider 
their example, we will discover that even prophets and kings struggled and grew in their 
faith through spiritual practices, and we will learn how to follow  God’s unique 
purposes for us in His Kingdom.  The Bible Study is open to all and     will start on 
Wednesday, September 7th at 6:30 pm in the church library. The participant books are $11 
each and you can give your money to Cheryl in the church office by Monday, August 22nd 
so we have enough time to order the books. If you have any questions please contact the 
Bible study facilitator, Cathy McRorey at 830-328-1096 or cathy.mcrorey@yahoo.com.  
 
 

Ecumenical Bible Study 
 

Everyone is welcome to join the Ecumenical Bible Study that meets on Thursday evenings.  
A group of people generally meet for dinner at 5 pm and then go on to the study, but if you 
just want to join the study that is great too.  The group meets at 6:30 pm in a home at 
Bridlegate. They are starting a new study in September, but don’t have a set subject or title 
yet.  Contact Roberta Himebrook at 830-460-0242 for more information. 
 
 

Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study 
Come join us on Monday mornings for a time of fellowship and study.  We meet around 
9:45 am in the fellowship hall for coffee and donuts and the begin the Bible Study at 10 am.  
We have been doing the Ray Vanderlaan series, but are finishing that up in August. A new 
study will begin in September and we’d love to have you.  Contact Karen Hoskelis for more 
information at 830-796-7479.  

 



“Praise the Lord. Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise in the assembly of the saints.” Ps. 

149:1 NIV 

 

Welcome to the fall season at Bandera United Methodist Church where much is going on for the 

kingdom of God. During August, we said, “Goodbye” to our accompanist, Dion Kruczek – so we 

are once again searching for a church accompanist. The person that we are looking for must 

know how to play hymns, sight-read, and accompany the Chancel Choir. This person must be 

available for rehearsals, Sunday mornings, cantatas, and all special services that we do here at 

BUMC. If you know someone who is interested, please have them visit our church website for 

more information. Looking back over the summer, I wish to thank everyone who led or helped 

lead the music in worship. Our Sunday in June with the Sterling Quartet was a highlight and 

special blessing. Here is what they said. 

 
 “Dear Esther & Bandera UMC Family, 

We are so grateful to have been a part of your services, what a welcoming family. Thank you for 

the invitation to be with you, what an honor. Blessings and the very best.” 

 

Looking forward to September we are preparing for Gospel Fest on September 25th. There will 

be groups and soloists from Alvin, TX; Santa Fe, TX; Hondo, TX as well as from Bandera. 

There will be ONE service that Sunday – under the pavilion at 10:00 AM. Gospel Fest is 

combining its efforts and resources with the Annual Fish Fry Fundraiser to reach more people. 

There will be play areas for elementary age children where their parents can keep an eye on them 

while enjoying the music and food. There are still areas where we can use your help. Only have 

15, 30 or more minutes to volunteer? We have a place for you. All of our music areas are in full 

swing. Chancel Choir and our Praise Team are always open to new members who wish to lend 

their voices in praise and song.  Bandera Bells - our youth bells - will practice on Wednesdays 

from 5:30-6:30 PM. I encourage all of our middle school youth to participate – even those in the 

Dexter’s program on the Wednesdays that Dexter’s isn’t in session. Jubilation Bells (our adult 

bell choir) is now practicing on Wednesdays from 6:35-7:30ish. High-schoolers are welcome to 

come and ring with the Jubilation Bells (which is after Wednesday youth group). 



 

By Linda Bloom 
Aug. 22, 2016 | NEW YORK (UMNS) 

A petition requesting a declaratory decision on the election of a lesbian bishop will be considered 

by the United Methodist Judicial Council next spring. The petition from the denomination’s 

South Central Jurisdiction will be part of the council’s Spring 2017 meeting docket, its executive 

committee decided last week while meeting in Nashville, Tennessee, for orientation. Five new 

members of the nine-member Judicial Council were elected at General Conference 2016 in May. 

Bishop Karen Oliveto, a married lesbian who previously was senior pastor of Glide Memorial 

Church in San Francisco, was elected and consecrated a United Methodist bishop in July by 

delegates of the Western Jurisdiction. The United Methodist Book of Discipline forbids 

ordaining “practicing self-avowed homosexuals.” Oliveto has been legally married to Robin 

Ridenour, her long-time partner, for more than two years. Although the Council of Bishops 

executive committee had asked the Judicial Council for expedited consideration of the South 

Central Jurisdiction petition, that request was denied. Because of “the importance of the 

petition,” the executive committee said, there needs to be enough time for all interested parties 

“to prayerfully consider” the issues involved. On Sept. 1, Oliveto will become bishop of the 

Mountain Sky Area, which includes the Rocky Mountain and Yellowstone conferences. 

Motion at jurisdictional conference 

Dixie Brewster, a delegate from the Great Plains Conference, made the motion for a declaratory 

decision about Oliveto’s election. The rationale for the motion — adopted by the South Central 

Jurisdiction during its July meeting in Wichita, Kansas —  was to help prevent a split in the 

denomination. The petition asks the Judicial Council whether “the nomination, election, 

consecration, and/or assignment as a bishop of The United Methodist Church of a person who 

claims to be a ‘self-avowed practicing homosexual’ or is a spouse in a same-sex marriage” is 

lawful under The Book of Discipline. It also asks whether the public record of a same-sex 

marriage would disqualify a person from being nominated, elected, consecrated or assigned as 

bishop or if the action of the jurisdictional conference could be considered “null and void” if that 

person is “subject to a chargeable offense” under the Book of Discipline. “Is it lawful for one or 

more of the bishops of a jurisdiction to consecrate a person as bishop when the bishop-elect is 

known by public record to be a spouse in a same-sex marriage or civil union?” the petition 

asks.Another  question: If conference authorities are made aware that a clergyperson is a spouse 

in a same-sex marriage or civil union, “does such information in effect and in fact amount to a 

self-avowal of the practice of homosexuality” as set forth in the Discipline  and related Judicial 

Council decisions? 

 Bloom is a United Methodist News Service multimedia reporter based in NewYork. Follow her at 

https://twitter.com/umcscribe or contact her at 615-742-5470 or newsdesk@umcom.org 

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/five-elected-to-judicial-council
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/married-lesbian-consecrated-united-methodist-bishop
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/homosexuality-full-book-of-discipline-statements#qualifications
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/bishops-approve-plan-for-sexuality-panel
https://twitter.com/umcscribe
mailto:newsdesk@umcom.org


 

 

Dear Bandera United Methodist Church Family, 

I would like to thank you for all your love and support as I continue to grow. The 

scholarship I received for college is such a blessing and I thank all of you. 

Love,  

Catherine Ringel Gray 

 

 

 

 

I’d like to say a BIG Thank you to the church for the scholarship you gave me, and for your 

support of me as I pursue my dream of becoming a veterinarian at Texas A & M. 

 

Gig’m, 

 

Kyle Wilson 

 

 

A Thank you note from BISD 

 



L.A.R.K (Loving acts of random kindness) 

   
We had so much fun hosting the new teachers at BISD.  We held a lunch for the teachers 

and administration to welcome them to the community and give them a break from 

their orientation on August 11th. From filling welcome totes to prepping food.  A 

wonderful time was had by all. 

     
Thank you teachers for all you do…for our kids and our community 
 

 



 

 

 

Na, Na, Na…Na, Na, Na…Hey, Hey, Good-bye! But only down the hall. Porter, Logan, and 

Mary waving so long as they move up to the 3rd grade Sunday School Class. Congrats to all our 

kids and youth who moved up to a new Sunday School class and received new Bibles during 

church.  You are truly a blessing to us all! 

 

 

Presentation of Bibles on Promotion 
Sunday, August 21, 2016. Bobbie Laine 
and Mackenzie Carmen are now in 
kindergarten and received a story Bible 
from the church, while Mary Freeman 
and Porter Barnard moved up to third 
grade and received new Children’s 
Bibles. Not pictured but also promoted 
up in the Early Service was Logan 
Harmon to third grade. We promised to 
love, support, and lead our children in 
the church in the way that they should 
go. We pray these Bible’s and the love 
and prayers that go with them will 
sustain our children now and 
throughout their lives. 



 
 

 

Sept. 4 
1st service: Lindsy Lewis & Kinlee Lawlis  

2nd service: Mary Freeman & Marcus Grant 
 

Sept. 11 
1st service: Logan Harmon & Porter Bernard 

2nd service: Ryleigh Laine & Onna Shaw 
 

Sept. 18  
1st Service: Jayln Lamb & Maci Morrison  

2nd service: Sally Sheeds & Elizabeth Sheeds 
 

Sept. 25 
 

One service: Michelle Linson & Alyssa Sheeds 
 
 

 
 

Bandera UMW will meet on Thursday, September 8, 2016 for our first 

meeting this fall. Come for the fellowship and hear Bonnie tell us all 

about our fantastic youth programming! We begin at 9:30 am and will 

meet in the fellowship hall. All are welcome.  



 
 

Summer has been a very busy time at Helping Hand. Just a short report of what Helping Hand 

did in July. We helped 265 individuals, 105 families, and gave food to 225 people; and 10 new 

families were assisted. Monetary value given out through July totals $62,475. 

 

For the month of September, our special food items will be canned vegetables and juices. 

   
 

Heling Hand appreciates your giving of food, clothes, household items, toiletries, furniture, and 

monetary donations. I this manner we are able to continue our mission of helping those in need 

in Bandera County. Thank you Bandera UMC for supporting this local mission outreach. 

 

Marianne Sandidge 

Helping Hans Representative 

 

 

 
 

We are always in need of peanut butter.  One pound jars ONLY, please.  

 
You can bring them to the church office.  Thank you for supporting the children in 

our community. 



Stephen Ministry: 
“Christ Caring for People through People” 

  

People often ask, “What exactly is a Stephen Minister?” One way to put it is that Stephen 

Ministers are the After People. 

Stephen Ministers are there: 

                           . . . after the phone call you hoped you’d never get. 

                 . . .  after the funeral, when everyone has left and the emotions you’ve held at bay 

come crashing in on you. 

     . . .  after the relationship falls apart and the bottom falls out of your life. 

    . . . after the doctor says, “I’m sorry, but there’s nothing more we can do.” 

  . . .  after the nursing home director shakes your hand and says, “Welcome to your new home.” 

. . .  after the last child honks the horn, waves, and drives away—and the house suddenly seems 

empty. 

  . . .  after the gavel comes down, the handcuffs go on, and your loved one is led away. 

      . . .  after the baby arrives, demanding more of you than you ever dreamed possible. 

              . . . after you find a pink slip with your final paycheck. 

                       . . .  after your family and friends have heard your story one too many times, but 

you still need to talk it out. 

 

Stephen Ministers are the After People. They are ready to come alongside you—or your friends, 

neighbors, coworkers, or relatives—and provide comfort and support for as long after as needed. 

We will be starting a new Stephen Ministry class in January.  If you feel that this is something 

you could do or you would like more information. Please contact Roberta Himebrook at 830-

460-0242 or Cathy McRorey at 830-328-1096 and we’d be happy to talk with you. 

 

Our Stephen Ministry Team: 

 
Back row: Martha Shoemaker, Donna Sheeds, Lacy Whitaker, Roberta Himebrook (Stephen 

Leader) and Karen Mossell 

Front row: Art Schneider, Sully Woodland, Pat Carmen, Cathy McRorey (Stephen Leader) 

 



We all know that we pledge to uphold the church by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our 

service, and our witness.  We now have many options for you to give financially to the church.  

Yes, you can still put your money in the offering plate, and yes, you can still mail us your check 

or bring to the church office, but now you can also give electronically.   

One option is to scan the QR Code with your phone and it will allow you to access 
our website and online giving page.  Here’s an explanation; What are QR codes and 
how do they work (CONTENT PROVIDED BY: KARA CULLEN) 

QR codes are two-dimensional barcodes that are scan able and square in shape that consists of 

black modules on a white background. When you generate a QR code, you can encode tons of 

various information or data. QR code barcodes can store much more data than the traditional scan 

able barcodes. QR codes are made up of and designed according to their character set, their 

version and error correction levels. 

Here are some examples of possible uses of QR codes. How are QR codes scanned and 

interpreted? 

QR codes can be used in marketing campaigns and have been proven very effective as a marketing 

tool. QR codes can be on your business cards, websites, clothing, billboards, and store front 

displays the possibilities are endless. QR codes are scanned and interpreted by the mobile user by 

downloading QR code Reader software. This software makes it possible to take a picture of a QR 

code and instantly you receive all types of information right to your mobile smartphone or mobile 

device screen. Here is our QR Code: You do need an app to read QR 

codes, but you can get them free through iTunes or your phones app store. 

Now, if you don’t want to do all that…you can simply pull up our church website: 

www.banderaumc.org.  You will see a button saying “online giving”. Click on it and you can set up an 

account for regular or frequent giving, or you can simply do it as a guest. You can make your regular 

pledge, or designate your gift to a specific group or in memory of a friend or loved one. Easy peasy, 

right? 

http://www.qrreaders.net/articles/kara-cullen-bio.html
http://www.banderaumc.org/


Fish Fry, Gospel Fest and Auction! Oh My! 

We will have a busy and fun filled day on Sunday, September 25th.  

We will have one (1) service at 1o am that day.  The 

 will be from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm.  The 

meal is $10 in advance, $12 at the door and will include: fish, fries, 

cole slaw, beans, bread, pickles, onions and a dessert.  

The  will be from 12 pm to 3 pm and will have 

some great toe-tapping music. 

Our . Will be from 11 am to 2 pm. 

Bid early and often. --It can be fierce.  

We will also have a for the kids to play in all day!  

We can use lots of help. If want to help in particular area, set up 

or clean up please contact Liz Lawless.



 

A BIG thank you to all of you who helped make this year’s VBS a HUGE success! 

Here’s one more look back at all the fun. 

 

   

Our Mission focus was helping other children through the Blessings in a Backpack program. We 

had a challenge to reach a goal of 200 one pound jars of peanut butter. We got 219! Each age 

group of kids had a different thing they wanted Pastor Larry to do if they met their groups goal. 

Pastor Larry did them All: ate gummy fish, did the chicken dance, got a peanut butter pie in the 

face, dyed his hair pink and wore a tutu to church.  Thanks Pastor Larry for being a good sport 

and loving our kids enough to do whatever it takes to be the kingdom of God to them. 



In response to the most recent “controversy” in the UMC, I find these  
Words from Mark Winters closely echoing our personal voice on the matters at hand. 
 
Larry 
 
 

“With the election of the first lesbian bishop in the United Methodist Church, a 
few people have asked me, “What are you going to do?” My answer has always 
been the same: “I am going to continue doing what God has called me to do.” 
 
It’s really as simple as that. I am not a political person (though I find politics 
fascinating). I do not feel that rehashing the same arguments I’ve read for years 
to “prove” that “my side” is right. As a church, we have publicly debated the issue 
of homosexuality for 44 years and heels have been dug in, minds made up. 
Nothing I say or do will change that. 
 
I certainly am sad to see this grand old denomination hurtling toward an impasse. 
This is the church that started as a revival spark by the Wesley’s, and fanned into 
flame by lay preachers and intrepid circuit riders. This is the church that 
welcomed women as spiritual leaders, battled social ills such as slavery and child 
labor, and preached the Gospel of repentance and salvation in Christ. 
But I will not be embroiled in arguments, political maneuverings or cyber shouting 
matches. Whether the United Methodist Church splits or dies, God is still in 
control and the Body of Christ will still stand. The Kingdom is bigger than a sect, 
not matter how large it gets. A Christian must not be penned in by an 
ecclesiastical label; political camp or personality cult. We must be defined by our 
passion for Jesus Christ and His mission. For me, that means I must resist the 
desire to jump into the middle of a controversy that has generated more heat 
than light, and focus instead on getting out of my comfort zone to associate with 
the least, the lost, the last (Luke 19:10). 
 
I certainly have my opinions but, in the end, my opinion will not change the 
trajectory of this matter. I feel I have something more pressing to do: that is, 
every day I must keep my own fish line in sight; “...let us run with perseverance 
the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of 
our faith: (Hebrews 12:1-2) 
 
I refuse to wring my hands, point a finger or cluck my tongue. My feet have work 
to do.  I must run a race that has been laid out for me, and no other. You have 
your own race, too. Run it to win it. Run it for an audience of One.”  



 

The princesses Caitlyn and Anna have graced this room no more.    
On to a new class and a new grade…High School here we come.  I 
hope the Scott’s are ready for us. 



 

 

11th Street & Hackberry 

Bandera, TX 78003 

Office (830) 796-3849 

Fax: (830) 460-8160 

Staff 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Larry McRorey 

Director of Student Ministries:  

Bonnie Bevers 

Director of Children’s Ministries: 

Shawn Morrison 

Director of Fine Arts: 

Esther Cook 

Office & Facilities Administrator: 

Cheryl Young 

Newsletter: 

Cathy McRorey 

cathy.mcrorey@yahoo.com 

 

Deadline for October 17th 

 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.BanderaUMC.org 

 

 

 

2nd Lisa Warden 
2nd Eric Shaw 
2nd Ryleigh Laine 
3rd Anita Jeffery 
4th Thomas Lister 
4th Susan Hallmark 
5th Chris Robbins 
5th Shane Capes 
6th Addysen Bailey 
9th Todd Whitewood 
9th Wayne Antenen 
10th Serena Whitewood 
11th Phyllis Smith 
14th Jerry Baker 
14th Victoria Flores 
15th Mattie Morrison 
17th Roxanne Rardin 
18th Jim Rotan 
18th Bill Knowles 
 

19th Sheila Knowles 
19th Paula Smith 
20th Bob Williams 
20th Cori Hecke 
20th Betty Laganier 
21st  Jo Ingram 
22nd Jim Barnard 
22nd Cody Johnston 
22nd LaRae Bailey 
24th Conrad Nightingale 
24th Susan Stain 
26th Leah Hawkins 
27th Jim Chastain 
28th Nancy Nightingale 
28th Randy Lawlis 
29th Randi Whitlock-

Ussery 
30th Edie Loveland 
30th Randy Morrison 
30th Tom Stain  
 
The Trumpet is Going Green! We 

will be emailing the newsletter each 

month from now on. This gives us 

greater flexibility and saves money.  

We will do a limited number of print 

copies, so if we do not have your 

email address, or it has changed and 

you’d like to get the newsletter, 

please let Cheryl know that 

information too! 

  

Singing Along to the VBS songs on Sunday July 31st. A wonderful end to an awesome 
week.  Thank you Kim Laine for heading up this year’s VBS, Mark Laine for doing the 
music, and to Rainey Pearce for her awesome decorations!  
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