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Fall is here - at least I think it is.

Almost 100 degree weather makes me doubt it

sometimes, but there are these moments of chill in the air - foretelling that relief is on
the way. I am praying for relief from this pandemic and this crazy political season.
Speaking of all the craziness around us - I want to make sure you are aware that we
will be have a special Prayer and Praise service on THURSDAY, October 29th at
7:00pm. This is a few days before the election and will give us all a chance to pray for
our country and its leaders. I hope you will join us in the Fellowship Hall that night.
Never fear though brothers and sisters - God is in
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control. As the praise song reminds us - it may
seem like we are surrounded, but we are always
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surrounded by God. Armed with that knowledge,
we must never shrink away from being who God
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calls us to be - especially in the face of all that
the world is throwing at us right now. So, I am
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feeling safe enough to come back to church. So
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many of our children and youth are coming on
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your tithes and offerings. We have much work
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left to do and with God's guidance and help, we
will carry on. I am honored to be your pastor.
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Nightmare on Maple Street is on Halloween.
WE NEED TRUNK OR TREAT HOSTS!
To volunteer, call the church office.
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PROCEDURES FOR INPERSON WORSHIP:
Face masks are required until you are
in your seats and at a safe social
distance from others
Continue with:
Overflow will continue to be available
in the Fellowship Hall for those who
desire further distance apart.
Cleaning and sanitizing between the
two services.
NO bulletins or handouts
Communion packets
Encouraging social distancing
Streaming live services on FaceBook
and YouTube
If you do not feel comfortable joining us
for in-person worship just yet, please
know that we support you and
understand. Please continue to join us
online and know that we are saving a
place for you when you return.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Popcorn Series
This group meets Sunday mornings at
9:45am in The Fellowship Hall and is
comprised of people of all ages. This
group is designed to be an easy access
point for people to participate in a class
without being fully committed - a way to
dip your toe in before you take the full
leap.
Popcorn and other refreshments
are provided and participants watch a
video followed by a very brief time of
discussion. Don Giles is the facilitator.

Adalante, The Foundation, and
The
Walk
classses
are
NOT
currently meeting.

Youth and Children's Sunday School
classes are meeting under strict
guidelines.

Nursery is open
We will have a limit of 5 children in
the nursery. If we reach that limit,
we will invite several volunteers to
help our nursery staff as older
children will be taken downstairs to
Kid's Kingdom area for nursery.

If you are not ready to join us on campus just yet, please join us on Sundays for our
online worship services at 8:30am and 10:45am - live on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/banderaumc.
You DO NOT have to have a Facebook account to watch.
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If you would like a pdf version of
the latest Upper Room
devotional, please contact the
church office or type in this link in
your browser to download:
http://banderaumc.org/services/o
nline-worship
Look for the link on the left hand
side of the online worship page
that says to download
The Upper Room Devotional.
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Children's Ministry

love,
peace,
and joy
These commandments
that I give you today
are to be on your
hearts. Impress them
on your children.
Deuteronomy 6:6-7

Our ministries are back almost in full swing. Please
know that there is a place
for your child or grandchild
here. They will find a SAFE
place filled with people
who love them and who
will teach them what it
means to follow after Jesus.
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In-depth Bible Study
led by John Zamudio
Sundays at 12pm in Fellowship Hall
Lunch provided - all are invited!

The Stephen Ministers are going to start
delivering communion to people’s doorsteps when
requested. It is going to have the elements,
instructions on the ritual and a carenote. Call the
church office at 830-796-3849 or Roberta
Himebrook at 830-460-0242 if you would like for a
Stephen Minister to deliver the communion
elements and a copy of the ritual to your door.

Helping Hand
Helping Hand is very busy helping those in need in Bandera County. In August,
we helped 156 families with 16 of those being new families in need. We gave
food to 225 people. We also aided others with clothes, school supplies and other
needs.
In October, our food request will be canned vegetables, fruits, meats-really
anything that comes in a can. These will help with the food baskets we give out
weekly at our Food Pantry.
Spirits of Christmas will be different this year-no wrapping out our church and
no Santa Claus giving out presents. More specific info will follow in the
November newsletter.
Thank you for supporting Helping Hand. Leaving you with this amazing figure
of our monetary giving to those in need in our county with food, clothes,
household items, and furniture through August is $218,720.
-Marianne Sandidge - Helping Hand Representative
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Building Committee Members: Lloyd Norris (Chair), John Milner,
Don Giles, Brittany Clark, Chris Wilson, Randy Morrison, Conrad
Nightingale, Wayne Antenen, and Kyle Toomire.

Getting more exciting!!! The BUMC Building Committee continues to proceed in the
planning process for the new church structure. The dirt work and pad preparation
have been completed at this point. The next steps will include starting concrete
work followed by plumbing and electrical work. The project manager’s on site office
is in place and has its electrical hookup complete. The interior work on the office is
scheduled to be completed by the weekend of October 3-4. The Building
Committee has received bids from contractors on the various areas of work for the
construction project and these bids are being finalized. The most exciting news is
that actual construction is scheduled to begin on Monday, October 5. On that day,
work will begin on the concrete foundation of the new structure.
John Milner
Building Committee

Proposed Preliminary Timeline
January 2020
1. Approval from BUMC Charge Conference.
2. Begin project design development.

May 2020 July 2020
1. Secure bids for construction.
2. Begin construction of new addition.
(duration of approximately 12 months)

February 2020
1. Building Committee discusses interior and
exterior finishes.
2. Complete design development.

May 2021
1. New addition complete.
2. Begin remodel of Fellowship Hall.

March-April 2020
1. Complete construction documents

August 2021
1. Complete expansion of Fellowship Hall.
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CREW

NEWS

Student Ministry of Bandera UMC

Rob & Julie Swalve
STUDENT MINISTRY
DIRECTORS

The Middle School and High School Youth groups meet on a regular basis every Wednesday after
school. We are enjoying the time together and learning about trust, friendships and the grace of
God.
Last Wednesday we had hamburgers cooked by Larry, Louise, and Taylor Henson to feed the
Middle School and High School youth while they enjoyed the afternoon off from school. Thank you
for your time and service, it was delicious. We had a Bible Lesson, Hangout time including
basketball, football, gaga ball, and movies to watch.
The Middle School campout was a fun weekend of games, Bible lessons, fellowship, campfires,
and good food. We enjoyed our time in Fredericksburg and thank Brittany and Ross Clark and
Taylor Morgan for coming with us and mentoring these wonderful young people.
We will be mailing out the college care packages on November 2nd this year. We will most likely
have 20-25 care packages to mail. We are asking for donations for the boxes. (Beef Jerky,
Peanut butter and crackers, cheese and crackers, $10 gift cards to Starbucks, Sonic,
Whataburger, etc.) Please drop off in the church office and email college students names and
address to: julieandrob@banderaumc.org by October 26th. Thank you!
We are collecting candy for the City-Wide Halloween celebration on October 31st. If you would
like to donate candy, please place in the labeled box in the Fellowship Hall or Church office. Thank
you for your continued support.
October Happenings:
10/2 HS Movie Night
10/14@6:30 for Fields of Faith at the High School Football Field
10/28@12:30-5:30 Youth afternoon for MS and HS
10/31 Trunk or Treats at City Park
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Bandera UMC's

OUTREACH
Harvest Ministry is looking for Family Mentors!
We partner with Hill Country Daily Bread and mentors serve a vital
function in the mission. They help unite and equip the Body of
Christ with food, resources, and training to impact our communities
and the lives of those in need through the love and saving grace of
Jesus Christ. Mentors will go “beyond the food box” as they build a
relationship of mutual trust with the mentee.
If you are interested in learning more, please contact Julie or Rob
Swalve - julieandrob@banderaumc.org or 806-777-9647

CARE NOTES CORNER
There are two new Care Notes booklets available in the Narthex. Please feel free to
pick up either or both, for yourself or for someone you know who is struggling.
Responding to Life’s Challenges with Resilience and Strength - Resilience
doesn’t simply mean bouncing back from a trauma, loss, or disaster. It also means
being proactive whenever possible and planning for or preventing such
circumstances.

Finding Strength in Times of Natural Disaster - Disasters often happen quickly
and without warning. Even those we can prepare for can leave chaos in their wake.
This booklet details the feelings and struggles we often encounter during recovery
and offers ways past them, reminding us that hope, above all, is the most important
component to success.
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Finance Committee Notes
We are in the home stretch of a very difficult year. I’m sure you will agree with me that 2020
has been an unconventional with unforeseen challenges. I know some of you have not seen
the inside of the sanctuary since March. I wish I had a more positive forecast for the public
health situation, but it looks that we are not making progress in this area as quickly as most
would wish.
On the other hand, construction has begun on the Building for the Ages (BFA) project and
funds are flowing to bring this dream to fruition. In September, we received approximately
$20,000 for BFA. We have about $500,000 cash on hand after spending a little over $100,000
so far on the capital campaign, architectural plans, and earth work. Paperwork for a loan
from Texas Methodist Foundation has been started and we will eventually need to access these
loan funds to complete the building, but the more we collect before tapping into this loan, the
lower the loan and the lower our total interest costs, so any accelerated giving toward your
BFA pledge will have more “kick”.
Giving to the operating fund was about $6,000 below our budget of $38,000 for September.
Combined with the generous giving in August and January, we are still ahead of operating
fund giving and expenses are slightly under budget also. Our operating cash position is strong
and our financial mission continues to be blessed by your support. Thanks to all of you for
continuing your support during this year.
The Finance Board will meet at 9:00 AM on Saturday, October 10 to complete the budget for
2021. If you are responsible for a line item on the budget, please get your detailed plans for
2020 to Cheryl as soon as possible.
Thanks again for your continuing support of our church,
Tom Brosz
Finance Chairman
1. Give by check.
You can drop your contributions off at the office any time M-F from 9:00 to
1:00 or on Sundays if you partake of drive up communion.
2.
Give by text.
Text 830-515-5387 and include the amount you would like to give in the
message portion of the test. You will then receive instructions via text on
how to complete the gift.
3.
Give online.
Logon to www.banderaumc.org/donate. Click on “Make an Online Donation”
and complete the information.
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October Birthdays

If you were born in October and don’t see your name of the list, please call the church
office at 830-796-3849 so it can be added. We always want to celebrate your special day!!

4th
4th
5th
5th
9th
12th
12th
12th
13th

Jeanine Donahoo
Lily Davis
Catherine Gauldin
Amanda Word
Xander Navarro
Esther Everett
Wayne Cameron
Kinlee Lawlis
Geoffrey Zickler
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14th
14th
16th
17th
18th
20th
20th
20th
21st

Lorri Cargill
Dalton Parks
Don Davenport
Waylon Bailey
Mona Lawrence
Kayla White
Ray Blanco
John David Kassai
Sam Bell

25th
25th
25th
28th
29th
30th
30th
30th

Deborah Hoover
Phil Jeffery
Alex Espinosa
Jared Cook
Ruth Juren
Baylee Parks
Carol Gelsone
Larry Henson
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