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Upcoming Events
10.3
Emmaus Community
Gathering Kerrville 6:30
10.5
Facing Issues That Divide
6:30 pm in Room 103
10.27-30
Emmaus Women’s Walk
Mount Wesley
10.30
Laity Sunday & 5th Sunday
Fellowship—One Service at
10 am
10.31
Trunk or Treat
Set up at 4 pm. Give out at
5:30 pm

Ponderings from the
Pastor
As I sit here looking out the large double window in the
parsonage office, I am overwhelmed with praise and
thanksgiving for how good God is to his people and His
constant reminder of unending love being poured out upon
us in the beauty of the world around us. Baby deer saunter
by without a care in the world. The bountiful effects of a
beneficial late summer rain are all around. The birds are
circling overhead in graceful uplifts and down drafts. There
are patches of color from late blooming native wildflowers.
The mantle of hills to the west and the white puffy clouds
gently swirling in the light blue sky frame out a beautiful
landscape of life and growth and celebration. I sense the
beginnings of the changing of the season and my heart is
full of hope and gladness. I am reminded of the psalmist
words in Psalms 100 - beautiful poetry for giving grateful
praise to God.
Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord
with gladness;
come before him with joyful songs.
Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and we
are his;
we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and praise his name.
Continued on page 12...

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
I cannot fully express my sincerest appreciation and heartfelt gratitude to all of those who
contributed to the success of our annual Gospel Fest, Fish Fry and Silent Auction fundraiser.
Proceeds are still being collected and counted, but all indications are it was another successful
venture. Thank you to the committee members who made it happen, Liz and Randy Lawlis,
Shawn and Randy Morrison, Sheila and Bill Knowles, Chris and Natalie Barnard, Esther and John
Cook, and Dee Dee Skoklund. Thank you to all the bean counters, fryers, fileters, cabbage
cutters, onion slicers, tea brewers, dessert bakers, slicers, dicers and all round good folks who
pitched in all around all day. Thank you to the Boys Scouts, the CREW youth group and all those
who put up something, served something, took down something, cleaned up something,
counted something, refilled something, sung something, said something, donated something
and sold something. We are all different parts but all part of the one body – the body of
Christ! Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

Dear BUMC folks!
Just a note to thank your congregation so much for the donation of panties and socks to
BISD! I received 2 bags full; one of panties, one of socks. I certainly can use the n the Bandera
MS health clinic. I appreciate your thoughtful gift so much. I thank you for all 4 schools, but I
am at the middle school!
Thank you again.
Sincerely,
“Nurse Serene”
Toni

We all had a great time at this
year’s fish fry and silent
auction. The addition of the
Gospel Fest made it extra
special and the music was a
good as the fish and
fellowship. We have a lot
more pictures that I’ll post in
next month’s Trumpet. If you
have pictures you’d like to
share send them to:
cathy.mcrorey@yahoo.com
or text 830-328-1096.
101 and going strong!

Avery and Don…we all liked the fish

We had a great turn-out in spite of the rain

What’s Your Excuse?
Greetings Bandera United Methodist Church, I have good news! God has asked us to prepare a
banquet for the poor, the crippled,the lame and the blind.Our world is wild with confusion,
hatred and war, and we are called to be set apart… are we scared to try? We should have the joy
and assurance that God freely gave to us so that we can make disciples for Christ, for the
transformation of the world. And yet we feel unqualified and guilty, but here’s the thing, God
doesn’t check our references, our backgrounds, or even require a job interview. He tells us to go
and that he will teach us what to say. And here are thirty five prime examples that you might
remember and when you think about it, not much has changed...
1.Moses stuttered.
2.David’s armor did not fit.
3.John Mark was undependable.
4.Hosea married a prostitute😱
5.Amos only had experience tending trees.
6.Jacob was a liar.
7.David actually had an affair!
8.Solomon had way too much money.💵
9.Abraham was too old.
10.Timothy was timid and had ulcers.
11.Joseph was a bit of a braggart.
12.Paul was just grumpy.
13.Peter was a coward.
14.Lazarus was dead.
15.John was a tad self righteous.
16.Jesus was homeless!
17.Naomi was a widow.
18.Jonah was disobedient.🐋
19.Miriam was a gossip.
20.Gideon and Thomas were doubters.
21.Jeremiah was suicidal.
22.Elijah was depressed.
23.Paul was a murderer.
24.So was Moses.
25.Not to mention David.
26.John the Baptist dressed funny.
27.Martha was a worrywart.
28.Samson really needed a haircut.
29.Noah had a drinking problem.🍇
30.Moses had a temper.
31.Zacchaeus was really short.
32.David was just a teenager.
33.And actually so was Mary, the mother of Jesus. 34.So was Daniel.
35.And so many others used by God,so what’s your excuse? Many hands one heart, Elizabeth

Greetings Faithful Community!
Monday is time to gather again and we all hope you can make it.
Gathering is this upcoming Monday, October 3rd at Kerrville First United Methodist Church in
the Fellowship Hall. We will be having pulled pork for our main entree. Everyone bring your
favorite side dish or dessert! If you would like to volunteer for yourself or your reunion group to
provide an entree in the future please get in touch with Steve Hamilton
(iowasteve85@yahoo.com) or Philip Stacy (Philip.stacy59@gmail.com).
Walk #1862 Report
Team consecration of the walk will be this Monday during our gathering. Please attend so we
can send this walk's team off with prayer and celebration! There are currently 13 pilgrims signed
up for the upcoming women's walk on October 27-30. We have about 2 more weeks until we
need to have 20 pilgrims signed up. Pilgrim applications are on the website, or respond to this
email if you need one emailed to you. Please pray for the team and pilgrims. The first team
meeting was a resounding success and the second team meeting is scheduled for Oct. 1.
The link to prayer vigil sign-ups for the upcoming women's walk is:
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e4aa4ae22a0f94-womens
There are only a few spots filled and we need all of these filled before the walk so please go to
the website and sign up for a slot or two, or three.

Don't forget we will be having a special gathering in December celebrating 25 years of Walk to
Emmaus in the Hill Country. Ask anyone who has been on a walk or participated on a team
during the last 25 years to come and partake in the celebration on Monday, December 5th!

Many Blessings and De Colores!
Tim Bolton
timdbolton@gmail.com
Communications Coordinator
Hill Country Emmaus Community

50+ Things You Miss by Not Attending Church by Kevin Halloran
This article originally appeared on UnlockingTheBible.org and KevinHalloran.net. Used with permission.

Why Go to Church? According to recent Pew Research data, only 35% of American Christians
consider attending religious services as an essential part of their faith. Only 28% listed “helping
out in your congregation” as essential. It appears that the majority of self-proclaimed Christians
do not know how to answer the question, “Why go to church?”
Why the Complacency? We can point to several reasons for this: the rise of secularism in
society, a celebration of individual autonomy paired with a rejection of institutional faith and
authority, and “finding God other places.”
For some Christians, the reason for avoiding church is spiritual, flowing from a lack of
understanding the importance of church for spiritual vitality and public witness. Frequency of
church attendance is also in decline among weekly attenders and people who attend yearly,
presumably on Easter Sunday and Christmas.
Others claim that they don’t need religion to be “spiritual” or have been so hurt by the church
that they swear it off altogether. The hurt may be real, but avoiding church will only bring more
pain.
Seeing the complacency of many Christians deeply saddens me when I think of brothers and
sisters overseas who sacrifice much to gather with God’s people. One pastor our organization
trains in Central Asia rents a bus for church services. This isn’t to bus visitors to their church
building--it is their church building--they circle the city late at night in the bus to avoid being
caught by the police.
Unfortunately, for many in more comfortable settings, church isn’t a priority. Sleep, your kid’s
soccer game, Netflix, football, or the lake house take priority, pushing church to the margins of
life--if not out altogether. When we push God’s agenda and people out of our lives, we reap the
consequences.
If you are already involved in a church, may the Lord remind you of all of the blessings
given to you through his people.

50+ Things You Miss by Not Attending Church
(For space concerns, we will print lists of ten over the next 5 newsletters or you can go online
and see the whole list for yourself along with other resources)
1. You miss out on obedience to the command to not give up meeting together (Hebrews
10:24-25).
2. You miss out on loving God in your obedience, and as a result, experiencing him more deeply
(John 14:21).
3. You miss out on loving Jesus by loving the bride he laid his life down for
(Ephesians 5:25-27; Acts 20:28).
4. You miss out on hearing God’s Word faithfully proclaimed, and thus growing in faith
(2 Timothy 4:1-2; Romans 10:17).

5. You miss out on hearing God’s Word applied specifically to you, your culture, and community
(1 Corinthians 2:5; 2 Timothy 4:1-2).
6. You miss out on learning how to read the Bible better by sitting under gifted teachers and
preachers (1 Timothy 3: 2 Titus 1:9).
7. You miss out on being equipped to discern dangerous and deceitful doctrines that negate or
distort the gospel (Ephesians 4:11-14; Galatians 1:6-9).
8. You miss out on encouraging others, stirring them toward love and good works, and receiving
encouragement from others (Hebrews 10:25).
9. You miss out on using your gifts to build up the body of Christ for the glory of God
(1 Peter 4:10-11; Ephesians 4:11-14).
10. You miss out on being built up by others faithfully using their gifts
(1 Peter 4:10-11; Ephesians 4:11-14).
Bottom Line: We Need the Church-- When Jesus appeared to Saul on the road to Damascus, he
didn’t say, “Why are you persecuting my church?” He said, “Why are you persecuting me?”
(Acts 9:4, emphasis mine). He so identifies with the church that an attack on his people is an
attack on him. Could Jesus be saying to you not only, “Why are you avoiding my church?” but
also, “Why are you avoiding me?” My desire is not to force legalistic rules on anybody. Rather, I
hope and pray the Lord will awaken those missing out on church to long for a richer
relationship with him as experienced through a vibrant connection with his body.
Where to Go from Here
1. Trust in Jesus Christ. Jesus died on the cross to reconcile rebels to God the Father and make a
holy people for himself. Believe in him and in his plan for you, which includes the church.
2. Study Scripture for a biblical view of the church. I recommend starting in Ephesians.
Ephesians does an excellent job unfolding God’s glorious purposes for the church in Christ and
brings sense to why God would command for us to not give up meeting together (Hebrews
10:24-25).
3. Read a book that will stir your heart to love the church. I recommend the following: • Why
We Love the Church by Kevin DeYoung and Ted Kluck • What is a Healthy Church Member? by
Thabiti Anywailbe • How to Walk into Church by Tony Payne • Stop Dating the Church by
Joshua Harris
4. If you don’t currently attend a healthy, Bible-preaching church, find one. Or if moving
somewhere new, ask your pastor for a recommendation.

5. Get involved. Commit yourself to a Bible-believing congregation, join a Bible study, or even
have a more mature saint disciple you--I dare you. Perhaps this is just what you need to get
past doubts or weaknesses that plague you in your faith.
6. Pray. Ask the Lord to lead you in how to best participate in your local congregation and bless
others with your gifts.

October 2
1st- Lindsy Lewis & Maci Morrison
2nd- Ryleigh Laine & Alyssa Sheeds
October 9
1st- Jalyn Lamb & Hannah Edwards
2nd- Mary Freeman & Onna Shaw
October 16
1st- Ozzie Knowles & Michelle Linson
2nd- Cheyenne Sheeds & Elizabeth Sheeds
October 23
1st- Lindsy Lewis & Kinlee Lawlis
2nd- Marcus Grant & Mary Freeman
October 30
Logan Harmon & Porter Bernard

Rev. John Wright was officially installed in a special
service held at Kerrville First UMC, on Sunday, September
25th. Our own pastor, and youth representative Mattie
Morrison were part of this meaningful service. Rev.
Wright is currently the Senior Pastor of First United
Methodist Church in Austin and has previously served at
Grace UMC in Corpus Christi, Oak Hill UMC in Austin,
Chapel Hill UMC in San Antonio and Center Point UMC.
He received his Masters of Theology degree from Perkins
School of Theology at Southern Methodist University. It
was there he met his wife, Rev. Barbara Ruth. Barbara and
John have two daughters of whom they are very proud:
Rachel Ruth Wright, who serves as Director of Global
Missions at Tarrytown UMC in Austin and the Rev. Elizabeth Ruth Wright, pastor of First UMC,
Edinburg, TX. John and Barbara have two beautiful grandchildren, Jack and Esme.

Pastor Larry and Mattie Morrison

Bishop Schnase and Rev John Wright

SANCTUARY OPEN ON ELECTION DAY NOVEMBER 8
In what can easily be described as one of, if not the most divisive presidential
election in American history, voters will go the polls on November 8, 2016 and elect the
next president of our nation and leader of the free world. Regardless if you identify as a
Republican or Democrat, favor a conservative or liberal platform or don’t care for
anything and all things political, the decision made on November 8 will reverberate
around the world and affect us all. Some will be glad. Others will not. Many of us have
reason for concern either way, but all of us should have reason for hope as well. We
must remember that we live in this world yes, but we are citizens of the Kingdom first
and that matters how we view the world in which we live and respond to those things in
our midst.
Bandera United Methodist Church, along with other area churches will open its
doors on Election Day for folks to come in and spend time in prayer and reflection for
our nation, for our leaders, for the election process and for healing and restoration. We
will provide a prayer guide that you may use during your reflection or you can simply be
in an attitude of prayer and devotion for as long as you may like. The doors will open at
7AM and close at 6 PM. (We will suspend the time from 9-9:30 to allow for regular
morning chapel with our Kids Kingdom and Parents Day Out children. Choir and praise
team practice will commence at their regular scheduled times on Tuesday evening.)
At 12:10 PM, pastors and parishioners from Bandera UMC, Lakehills UMC, St.
Christopher’s Episcopal and Grace Lutheran churches along with any others in the
community who would like to join in solidarity for prayer and reflection are invited to a
30-minute service held in the sanctuary over the noon hour. This will simply be a time
to be in prayer with and for one another.
We are not intending to make a political statement. Far from it. But what we are
intending to say is that we put our faith and trust in God first and foremost regardless of
what happens in the election. We hope that you will join with us on this day to be a
people of prayer and in prayer for all.
The pastors of the Bandera Area Ministerial Alliance

A Christian Response to Islamic Extremism
A Three Part Discussion Series Coming in October
Most of us believe it is wrong to judge an entire category of people based upon the
actions of a relatively small number of extremists within that group. At the same
time, terrorist attacks by Islamic extremists within our midst have heightened our
concerns about future attacks. Based on Adam Hamilton’s recent sermon series
Facing Issues That Divide, Pastor Larry will offer a three session informational
series on this topic that has become a campaign issue as well as a matter of
increased national security. Join us on Wednesday evenings, October 5, 12 & 19,
2016 beginning at 6:30 PM in Room 103 of the Fellowship Hall. FMI: Contact
Pastor Larry at banderapastor@gmail.com

4th
4th
4th
5th
5th
6th
9th
12th
12th
12th

Jeanine Donahoo
Patricia Carman
Lily Davis
Catherine Gauldin
Amanda Word
Kara Quarles
Kelly Mansfield
Esther Everett
Wayne Cameron
Kinlee Lawlis

13th
14th
14th
16th
17th
18th
18th
18th
20th
20th
21st
25th
25th
28th
28th
29th
30th
30th
30th

Geoffrey Zickler
Lorri Cargill
Dalton Parks
Don Davenport
Waylon Dale Bailey
Mona Lawrence
Nancy Langford
Duane Taylor
Kayla White
John David Kassai
Sam Bell
Phil Jeffery
Alex Espinosa
Russell Zickler
Jared Cook
Ruth Juren
Baylee Parks
Carol Gelsone
Larry Henson

Ponderings from the Pastor continued

For the Lord is good and his love endures
forever;
his faithfulness continues through all
generations.
Even with thanksgiving and gratefulness
swirling about my being, I am mindful of
what lies ahead for the body of Christ and
the people called Methodist in particular. It
is an uncertain and unsettling time in the
church many of us have found a home in.
There is mounting anxiety about issues that
are more likely to divide us than unite us.
There is growing rhetoric that is proving to
be more harmful than helpful and there are
actions that are more hateful than
honorable. But into all of this, God’s
people are called to be faithful. Let us
never lose sight of the God who has given
us much to be hopeful about. The words
from the prophet Jeremiah written at a time
when God’s people were conquered by a
foreign enemy and subsequently exiled
from the Promised Land, remind us, “For I
know the plans I have for you,” declares
the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future.

Then you will call on me and come and pray to
me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me
and find me when you seek me with all your
heart.” (Jeremiah 29: 11-13)
I don’t know what the future holds for me, or my
family, or our church, our nation or our world,
but I do know it is a future promised by God to
be one of prosperity and hope. I know that if I
remain faithful to the task before me – to give
praise and thanksgiving to God for all things
good in my life and my family and our church
and our nation and our world, God will hear that
and honor that. If I continue to trust in the
majesty and mystery of God, and not lean upon
my own understanding of things, the future will
be one of hope and promise and purpose.
As we move into the final quarter of this year
and prepare our hearts and minds for the coming
of Christ into the world yet again, let us not lose
hope, but trust in all that God Himself has
promised his faithful people. May your days be
filled with an overwhelming sense of God’s
goodness and grace as you too sit in front of
your window and gaze out upon God’s
faithfulness and promise. And know that the
Lord is good and his love endures forever; his
faithfulness continues through all generations.
Blessings,
Larry

Online in October
- Larry Scott
🎃It really is not scary🎃
Quick, easy and completely secure! Online giving is available on
our website either as a one-time payment or a regular draft from
a bank account or credit/debit card. If the online system scares
you then simply come by the office and Cheryl will be happy to
get you a paper copy. Remember that Vanco Payment Solutions
have the highest security levels available in the market.

SAVE THE DATES!
150 ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND
WILL BE APRIL 28-30TH. LOTS
OF ACTIVITIES BEING
PLANNED.
MORE DETAILS IN THE
NOVEMBER TRUMPET
TH

Reminder:
Newsletter Deadline will be Monday

October 17th.

It must be in by then as I
will be leaving on vacation and will need
time to get it done. Send your submissions
to cathy.mcrorey@yahoo.com.

A Way through the Wilderness:
Growing in Faith when life is hard
At one time or another,
everyone has a wilderness
experience, a time when life
is barren and difficult and
we feel alone and desperate,
not knowing where to turn.
Whether it’s the loss of a
loved one, a financial or
health crisis, divorce, or
some other painful
experience, we see no end
in sight and wonder how we
can make it through another
day.
In the Scriptures we see that
often God’s people went

through a wilderness
experience, and these
experiences changed them
in profound ways. The truth
is that it’s impossible to go
through the wilderness
without being changed.
There’s a way through the
wilderness that can leave us
broken and bitter and far
away from God. But there’s
another way through—
God’s way—that leaves us
with a deeper faith and
draws us closer to God than
we ever imagined.

With sensitivity and
warmth, Rob Renfroe
explores the wilderness
experience—what it is, how
we get there, why God
allows it, and how we can
get through it God’s way so
that we learn the lessons
that can be learned only in
the desolate seasons of life
when we are totally
dependent on God.
Join The Journey class on
Sundays at 9:45 in Room
102 of the Fellowship Hall.
Facilitated by Pastor
Larry. Sessions begin on
October 2, 2016

Bonnie’s Beat
It has been a busy month around the church, with
everyone getting back into the swing of things.
Families are back from vacations, kids are doing
homework and looking for tutoring help, and
parents are running their kids here, there, and
everywhere. It’s the time of year when
(supposedly) the weather cools down and we
settle into our regular routines.
With each new school year comes a new Youth
Council and Youth Ministry Team. The Youth
Ministry Team is made up of adult church
members who have volunteered to support our
Youth Program by helping plan and execute
events, as well as praying for our young people
and their leaders daily. This year’s YMT is: Mitch
Freeman, Roger Gomez, Julie Beal, Shawn
Morrison, and Brittany Clark. Thank you so much
to these individuals for all your time and help!
The Youth Council is comprised of students,
grades 7-12, who are active in the Youth
Programs here at BUMC.
They are asked to go above and beyond, acting as
leaders and examples in the Youth Room, the
Church, their schools,

and their communities. These teens
help plan events, help write rules and
guidelines for the Youth Rooms, and
anything else we decide to take on!
This year’s YC is: Hannah Edwards, Maci
Morrison, Michelle Linson, Jordan
Edwards, Heather Grant, Cole Warren,
Mattie Morrison, and Gareth Darling.
Please be in prayer for these kids, and
all those in our Youth Program, as we
work to be God’s hands and feet.
UPCOMING EVENTS:
On October 31st, C.R.E.W. will sponsor
our Annual Trunk-or-Treat. We will
“open” at 5:30 and hand out goodies
until the candy is gone. The parking lot
across 11th Street will be blocked off
and ready for you to decorate your
trunk starting at 4:00pm. We will have
a costume contest with three
categories (child, youth, and adult) as
well as a trunk design contest, so bring
your A-Game! This is a fun evening for
all of our church families as well as a
great outreach to our community.

I will praise You,
for I am fearfully
and wonderfully
made; Marvelous
are Your works, and
that my soul knows
very well.

