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Church Events 
 Nov 6th. All Saints 

Sunday.  Time change: 

Fall back one hour. 

 November 7th Hill Country 

Emmaus Community 

Gathering in Kerrville @ 

6:30 pm 

 November 8th. Get out 

and vote. Ecumenical 

Prayer service in the 

Sanctuary @ noon. 

 November 11th is 

Veteran’s Day.  

 Nov 20th Decorate 

Sanctuary for Christmas 

at 6 pm 

 Nov 24th Thanksgiving 

 Nov 27th 1St Sunday of 

Advent  

 Nov 30th St. Nicholas 

Festival 5 pm Fellowship 

Hall 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF BANDERA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

NOVEMBER 2016 

Greetings one and all!  I hope our annual two or three days of 
fall weather has us all in the mood for comfy sweaters and hot 
cocoa by the fire…. or not!  I do hope that even though “fall” is more 
of a suggestion for us in these parts, we can find the beauty in all 
that surrounds us. November is traditionally our stewardship 
emphasis at Bandera UMC.  It is the time when we look forward to 
the coming year and discern how best to be good stewards with 
the gifts and resources that God has entrusted to us to carry out the 
mission and ministry of His kingdom in this time and place. 
As many of you may remember, 2016 was the first year that 
Bandera UMC approved a budget over $400K (412K) and, we also 
received the largest pledged amount to our annual stewardship 
campaign covering 80% of our proposed annual expenses. We saw 
a seismic shift of unpledged monies moved into the pledged 
column which is a sign of a very healthy church in that persons are 
making a firm commitment with their financial resources by 
signing on the bottom line.  As of our budget planning session this 
past Saturday, it was reported that 85% of those who made a 
pledge for this year are current.  In fact, several have “over 
pledged” and continue to give out of their blessing and generosity.    
Even though we much prefer the peace of mind that comes with all 
our budget needs covered in their entirety, the annual church 
conference voted unanimously to move forward with our 
aggressive budget trusting in the faith and generosity of our folks 
all the while vowing that we would not cut back on making 
disciples of Jesus Christ.  That is after all, our common mission as 
the UMC and as a part of the body of Christ. In so doing, we 
expected that we might get tight financially by the last quarter of 
this year.  (continued page 2)     
   Folks, we are tight, but we are not desperate 
  budgeted expenses for 2016 are spot on. 
 



 

 

(Continued from page 1)  
 
Folks, we are tight, but we are not desperate. Our budgeted expenses for 2016 are spot on.  We have not 
over spent nor have we have spent frivolously.  We have been very good stewards of the gifts entrusted to 
us and have honored all the requests made with special donations received throughout the year.  In 
addition, we have seen our church grow in numbers and in vitality.  It only takes a cursory look around on 
any Sunday morning to know there are more persons worshipping at Bandera UMC.  A stroll through the 
Fellowship Hall or around our campus on any Sunday morning and you will see classrooms full of kids, 
youth and adults.  Wednesday evenings at BUMC are wild!  With Kids for Christ, Middle and High School 
youth groups and Adult Bible studies going strong, this church is alive with energy and vitality and we are 
all about making disciples.  I shared at our Administrative Council meeting last night, that because of 
Wednesday evening discipleship, one of our youth made a profession of faith at Fields of Faith and another 
of our middle schoolers has asked to be baptized.  Perhaps the naysayers will say the ends don’t justify the 
means.  I will wholeheartedly disagree with those few.  Our purpose as the Church is to invite, encourage, 
and sustain disciples of Jesus Christ.  That is what we are called and equipped to be by God Himself.  It is 
not about “us” and our financial comfort.  It is about making the world a brighter and more hopeful place 
through what God is entrusting to us to do.  Sometimes that is uncomfortable. 

Compared to budget needs, our giving appears to be down some $47K.  That amount is offset by 
those who have given beyond the pledge as well as by the giving from new members which amounts for 
$22K.  Therefore, BUMC is currently sitting at a $25K deficit.  Even this is a bit deceiving as we have been 
able to utilize reserves to meet all of our obligations in a timely manner.  We are right on track to complete 
the year with all expenses paid in full.  Again, we are tight, but we are not desperate. 
On behalf of our finance team, as we move into our 2017 stewardship campaign in the next few weeks, we 
are asking that those who are not current in their giving simply catch up if possible and for those who have 
been blessed, if it is possible, give a little extra to erase our current deficit before we begin next year’s 
challenge.  This, coupled with anticipated giving in our final two months, we are confident that we will 
meet our budget for 2016.   

As you know by now, it is not my style to constantly harp about money from the pulpit. Maybe that 
is not theologically sound, but I am a firm believer in God’s economy that affirms that if people’s hearts are 
right with God, then the giving will reflect that reality.  I much prefer to encourage righteous living and 
invite persons into relationship and trust the rest to God.  Even so, it is prudent to keep the church current 
about needs.     

In the next week or so, you will be receiving information on our stewardship campaign for this 
coming year.  I can share with you that we will be trusting in the abundant generosity of this church to 
come through as it always does. I can also share with you there will not be an increase in the annual budget 
for next year.  We will hold steady at the $412K mark and we will not cut back on discipleship 
opportunities that hinder growth and Christian formation either.  However, to insure the viability of next 
year’s budgetary needs, it will be necessary to make cuts in some areas that we feel are not fiscally sound.  
We have designated the Sundays of November 13 and 20 as Stewardship Sundays with our Commitment 
Sunday being November 20 in which every member and friend of BUMC will be asked to make their 
financial commitment for fiscal year 2017.  Our Annual Church Conference will meet December 4 at 5PM to 
formally approve our agenda for next year.  Everyone is encouraged and invited to attend that gathering 
and all members of BUMC are granted the right to vote on matters at hand.   
In the meantime, I ask all of us to continue to pray unceasingly and to not give up.  BUMC is a healthy and 
vital church in our connection and many, many lives are being strengthened daily by the gifts and graces of 
those called Methodist in Bandera.  If at any time, you have any questions or concerns please feel free to 
contact me at your convenience.  Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.  It is an honor and a 
privilege to serve as your pastor. 
 
With a grateful heart and a joyful spirit, 
 
Rev. Larry McRorey 
 



 

Bonnie’s Beat 
 

 
 

But all kidding aside, Bandera UMC is incredibly blessed to call Pastor Larry our 
own. And CREW is especially appreciative of our Pastor and his good-
naturedness, and his willingness to laugh at and participate in our antics. 
 
 

October is Pastor Appreciation 
Month. To honor our fearless 
leader, the youth decided to 
“decorate” his truck last 
Wednesday. The High School 
C.R.E.W. shoe polished, 
streamered, ballooned, and 
shrink wrapped Pastor Larry’s 
vehicle to let him know how 
much we appreciate all his hard 
work and continued support of 
our program.  

Middle School C.R.E.W. 
wrote Pastor Larry signs 
and letters, showing their 
gratitude for him and all 
that he does.  There were 
many kind remarks made. 
When I asked the middle 
schoolers to name their 
favorite thing about PL, 
the consensus was his 
ability to pray for ten 
minutes straight, every 
week. I feel like there was 
some sarcasm in their 
statements!   
 



 

 

    

  
 

where we will meet up with the youth group from Fredericksburg UMC for a fun-
filled weekend of rest, relaxation, food, and fellowship. We will do a low ropes 
course, hike and explore the area, play games, and, as always, EAT! The trip is 
open to all students in grades 6-12. The fee is $50 and registration is due 
November 2nd. We only have about 15 spots left open, so sign up ASAP to 
guarantee your spot! 

 
 
 
 

 

 UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 
On October 31st, C.R.E.W. will sponsor our 
Annual Trunk-or-Treat. We will “open” at 
5:30 and hand out goodies until the candy 
is gone. The parking lot across 11th Street 
will be blocked off and ready for you to 
decorate your trunk starting at 4:00pm. 
We will have a costume contest with three 
categories (child, youth, and adult) as well 
as a trunk design contest, so bring your A-
Game! This is a fun evening for all of our 
church families as well as a great outreach 
to our community.  
 

 
 

C.R.E.W. Fall Retreat is 
coming up November 12-
13, 2016. We will leave 
BUMC around 10:00 am 
Saturday morning and 
head to Highland Lakes 
Camp in Spicewood,  



 

 

 

Shalom, It is well, It is well 
 
 As we navigate for truths today in a Google world of fact and fiction I find 
refreshment in the time-tested stories that the Bible has to offer. So, I head down 
ancient roads, and I am never disappointed. 2nd Kings is a book that is not for 
the faint of heart; in it you will find death, rebellion, calamity and superstition! 
While Kingdoms declined and strong prophets were ignored there was a 
Shunammite woman who walked the walk and, when necessary, rode the road. 
She was known as a “great woman” and in Hebrew it can mean; bold, prominent, 
mighty, noble or older. Shumen was a city five miles from Mt. Tabor, it is called a 
double resting place.  
 Now while on the road, the prophet Elisha passed by her house often, and she 
recognized him as a special man of God. She insisted that Elisha stay in her home 
and in fact she even built him a room on the roof. She provided for him a safe 
resting place and a meal…talk about radical hospitality and maybe the first B&B. 
Noting that she was childless Elisha decided to return her kindness with the 
promise that in the next year she would give birth to a son. Her response was 
less than polite and while Sarah laughed, she just said, “Don’t lie to me”. Imagine 
admonishing a prophet like that, but his promise was sure and in a year this 



 

woman of Shumen had a son. The son grew and while the story is not complete, 
the boy was old enough to work alongside his father in the fields 
 One day while working the son called to his father and said, “my head hurts, my 
head hurts”, so the servants carried the boy back to the house where he died in 
his mother’s arms. She carried the boy to Elisha’s upstairs room and laid him on 
the bed and shut the door. Then she sent word to her husband to have the 
servants bring her a donkey, “so I can hurry to the man of God”, she never 
mentions why or what she is up to, and when her husband inquires…she simply 
says Shalom,it is well. She runs to the throne and not the phone. It is well. And as 
she approaches, Elisha sees the dust in the distance and sends his servant to see 
what is wrong. He tells him to ask three questions; is it well with thee? Is it well 
with your husband? Is it well with your child? and she answered, it is well.  
 Now rather than speak with Gehazi, Elisha’s servant, she goes straight to the 
prophet, grabs him by his feet and says, Did I ask you for a child?... and 
furthermore, did I not say, do not lie to me? But rather than go himself Elisha 
sends Gehazi with instructions to hike up his robe and run,run,run and when you 
find the boy, lay my staff on the face of the child. But the persistent Shunammite 
stays and furthermore states, you can send him but I am staying here until you 
follow me home! Finally, persistence wins the day and Elisha follows her home, 
climbs to the roof, prays to the Lord, and stretches himself across the boy. Hands 
upon his hands eyes upon his eyes and mouth upon his mouth and, the boys flesh 
was warmed. Then once more the prophet stretched himself across the boy and 
the child sneezed seven times and opened his eyes…he called for the 
Shunammite woman and said, “take up your son”. She fell at his feet, then took 
up her son and left. It is well. It was indeed, so what do we take from this story? 
 When things are at their worst, it is well. Distractions make us lose 
focus…run,run,run! She did not doubt, complain, or give up…her faith was 
unshakeable. And in all of her actions and words her authority was indisputable. 
Each of us are just as capable as this woman of Shumen and in this day and time 
we would do well to just remember…it is well. So, do all the good you can, by all 
the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the 
times you can, to all the people you can, as long as you ever can. 
 

 
 Many hands one heart, 

 
Elizabeth 



 

 
 
 

SANCTUARY OPEN ON ELECTION DAY NOVEMBER 8 
 
In what can easily be described as one of, if not the most divisive presidential 
election in American history, voters will go the polls on November 8, 2016 and elect 
the next president of our nation and leader of the free world.  Regardless if you 
identify as a Republican or Democrat, favor a conservative or liberal platform or 
don’t care for anything and all things political, the decision made on November 8 
will reverberate around the world and affect us all.  Some will be glad.  Others will 
not.  Many of us have reason for concern either way, but all of us should have reason 
for hope as well.  We must remember that we live in this world yes, but we are 
citizens of the Kingdom first and that matters how we view the world in which we 
live and respond to those things in our midst. Bandera United Methodist Church, 
along with other area churches will open its doors on Election Day for folks to come 
in and spend time in prayer and reflection for our nation, for our leaders, for the 
election process and for healing and restoration.  We will provide a prayer guide 
that you may use during your reflection or you can simply be in an attitude of prayer 
and devotion for as long as you may like.  The doors will open at 7AM and close at 6 
PM.  (We will suspend the time from 9-9:30 to allow for regular morning chapel 
with our Kids Kingdom and Parents Day Out children. Choir and praise team 
practice will commence at their regular scheduled times on Tuesday evening.) At 
12:10 PM, pastors and parishioners from Bandera UMC, Lakehills UMC, St. 
Christopher’s Episcopal and Grace Lutheran churches along with any others in 
the community who would like to join in solidarity for prayer and reflection 
are invited to a 30-minute service held in the sanctuary over the noon hour.  
This will simply be a time to be in prayer with and for one another. 
We are not intending to make a political statement.  Far from it.  But what we are 
intending to say is that we put our faith and trust in God first and foremost 
regardless of what happens in the election.  We hope that you will join with us on 
this day to be a people of prayer and in prayer for all. 

The pastors of the Bandera Area Ministerial Alliance                

 
 



 

 
 
 

Being a crisis intervention, Helping Hand is continually helping those in need in 
Bandera County.  Your donations of food, clothing, household items, toiletries, 

furniture, and monetary giving helps us to fulfill our mission.  Also, for a tax 
deduction for your giving, be sure to get a tax receipt. 

 

For the month of November, we have chosen the need of canned 
vegetables, fruits, and soups.  These will be helping when recipients prepare 
Thanksgiving meals.  Also, Helping Hand will be giving out Thanksgiving baskets to 

the needy. 
 

 
 

Our church will be ringing the Salvation Army bell on Monday and Tuesday, 
November 28 and 29.  Watch for the sign-up sheet in the foyer soon.  This 

takes place at Lowe's Grocery from 9 a.m. To 6 p.m.  All money dropped in the 
red kettle stays at Helping Hand. 

 
Last but not least--You're invited to the GRAND OPENING of the Helping Hand 

Tranquility Health Park and Event Center on Thursday, November 17, from 5:30 to 
8:00 with live music, food and beverages.  Do join us for this special occasion and 

see what Helping Hand has to offer to our community. 
 

Thanks again for supporting Helping Hand in so many ways. 
 

Marianne Sandidge 
Helping Hand Representative. 



 

 

All Saints Day is an opportunity to give thanks for all those who have gone before us in 
the faith. It is a time to celebrate our history, what United Methodists call the tradition 
of the church. From the early days of Christianity, there is a sense that the Church 
consists of not only all living believers, but also all who have gone before us. For 
example, in Hebrews 12 the author encourages Christians to remember that a “great 
cloud of witnesses” surrounds us encouraging us, cheering us on. Charles Wesley, John’s 
brother, picks up on this theme in his hymn that appears in our United Methodist 
Hymnal as “Come, Let Us Join our Friends Above,” #709. In the first verse, he offers a 
wonderful image of the Church through the ages: 

Let saints on earth unite to sing, with those to glory gone, 
     for all the servants of our King in earth and heaven, are one. 

On All Saints Day we remember all those—famous or obscure—who are part of the 
“communion of saints” we confess whenever we recite The Apostles Creed. We tell the 
stories of the saints “to glory gone.” Charles Wesley’s hymn tells us those “to glory 
gone” are joined by the “saints on earth,” whom we also celebrate on All Saints Day. We 
think of the inspirational people with whom we worship on Sunday, and those across 
the world we will never meet. We celebrate fellow United Methodists who inspire us, 
and those of other denominations whose lives encourage us. We give thanks for those 
with whom we agree, as well as those whose views we do not share. Additionally, we 
remember and pray for our sisters and brothers in Christ who faithfully follow Jesus in 
places where being labeled a Christian puts them in harm’s way. On All Saints Day, let us 
give thanks for both the saints in glory and those on earth, who have led us to Jesus. As 
they have shared the gospel with us, may we add our voices so someone else may hear 
about the grace and love of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Thanks, be to God for the 
lives of his saints.   (a umc.org feature by Joe Lovino) 

We will celebrate All Saints in our church on Sunday, November 6th at the 10:45 am 
service. We will acknowledge and remember all our saints that we have lost during this 
past year, and others who hold a special place in the congregations’ hearts.  We have a 
record of those who we have lost since we celebrated All Saints Day last year in the 
church office, but want to make sure we don’t miss anyone, so please contact Cheryl to 
make sure your loved one(s) are on our list. 

 



 

Ecumenical Bible Study 
 

Everyone is welcome to join the Ecumenical Bible Study that meets on Thursday 
evenings.  A group of people generally meet for dinner at 5 pm and then go on to the 
study, but if you just want to join the study that is great too.  The group meets at 
6:30 pm in a home at Bridlegate. They meet year around and various members 
choose the study so we get a wide variety of styles and topics.  Contact Roberta 
Himebrook at 830-460-0242 for more information. 
 
 

Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study 
Come join us on Monday mornings for a time of fellowship and study.  We meet 
around 9:45 am in the fellowship hall for coffee and donuts and the begin the Bible 
Study at 10 am.  We meet year around so we are always starting new studies, so all 
are welcome any time.  Contact Karen Hoskelis for more information at 830-796-
7479.  
 

50+ Things You Miss by Not Attending Church 
(For space concerns, we will print lists of ten over the next 5 newsletters or you 
can go online and see the whole list for yourself along with other resources, The 
first 10 appeared in the October 2016 Trumpet Newsletter and can be found on 

our website) 
 
11. You miss out on sitting under God’s appointed leadership over you                                                                     
(Ephesians 4:11-14; Hebrews 13:7). 
12. You miss out on submitting to the leaders God has placed over you, and thus 
submitting to God (Hebrews 13:17). 
13. You miss out on being shepherded during the joys and trials of life (James 5:13-
14; 1 Peter 5:1-2). 
14. You miss out on following your pastor’s example (1 Timothy 4:12; Hebrews 
13:7; Titus 2:7). 
15. You miss out on agreeing to be accountable for your actions through church 
discipline, which is an extension of God’s discipline (Matthew 18:15-17). 
16. You miss out on performing the ministry of showing up, that is, encouraging 
others by your presence and commitment (Hebrews 10:24-25; Acts 4:32-33). 
17. You miss out on being equipped for the work of ministry by ministers called by 
God and the fruitfulness that comes from having been better equipped (Ephesians 
4:11-14). 
18. You miss out on giving and receiving prayers for spiritual growth and personal 
needs (James 5:16). 
19. You miss out on receiving the blessing and instruction of corporate prayer                                                             
(1 Timothy 2:1-2; Acts 6:1-6) 
20. You miss out on caring for the poor and needy as the church, or receiving care if 
you are needy.      (Acts 11:29, 2 Corinthians 8:4, 1 John 3:17.) 
 



 

 
 
 
Greetings Faithful Community! 
 
Monday November 7th is our time to gather again and we all hope you can make it. 
Gathering is at Kerrville First United Methodist Church in the Fellowship Hall.  This 
will be the first community gathering after the Women’s Walk #1862 that occurred 
October 27-30. Our own Kim Laine and Donna Sheeds attended this walk and 
Bonnie was on the team. We’d like a strong turn out to support these ladies as they 
begin their 4th day.   Everyone bring your favorite side dish or dessert!  If you would 
like to volunteer for yourself or your reunion group to provide an entree in the 
future please get in touch with Steve Hamilton (iowasteve85@yahoo.com) or 
Philip Stacy (Philip.stacy59@gmail.com). 
 

 
Don't forget we will be having a special gathering in December celebrating 25 years of 

Walk to Emmaus in the Hill Country.  Ask anyone who has been on a walk or 

participated on a team during the last 25 years to come and partake in the celebration on 

Monday, December 5th! 

  
Many Blessings and De Colores! 

 
Tim Bolton 

timdbolton@gmail.com 
Communications Coordinator 

Hill Country Emmaus Community 
 

Reunion Group Opportunities 
 
We currently have 2 reunion groups meeting.  The ladies are meeting on Tuesday 
evenings at 5 pm in the sanctuary, and the men are meeting in the Cut Ups room on 
Wednesday evenings after the meal around 5:45 pm.  We would welcome more 
people in our groups.  If you have been on a Walk to Emmaus and are not part of a 
reunion group, we would love to help you find one that works for you or help form 
another group if needed.  Contact Bonnie Bevers or Sharon Anderwald for more 
information. 
 
 

mailto:iowasteve85@yahoo.com
mailto:Philip.stacy59@gmail.com
mailto:timdbolton@gmail.com


 

 
 

We are always in need of peanut butter. 

  One pound jars ONLY, please.  

 
You can bring them to the church office.  Thank you for supporting the 

children in our community. 

 
 

Bandera UMW will meet on Thursday, November 10, 2016. We 

begin at 9:30 am and will meet in the fellowship hall. Everyone are 

welcome.  

 

 

We have a new church sign! It is 

on the Cedar street side of the 

Fellowship hall, facing the water 

tower. The new LED sign will 

give us greater flexibility to let 

people in the community know 

who we are and what we are 

about. Thank you to Don Giles 

and the trustees for making this a reality.  

 

 



 

 

 Online Giving 
 

We all know that we pledge to uphold the church by our prayers, our presence, our 
gifts, our service, and our witness.  We now have many ways for you to give financially 
to the church.  Yes, you can still put your money in the offering plate, and yes, you can 
still mail us your check or bring to the church office, but now you can also give 
electronically.   
One option is to scan the QR Code with your phone and it will allow you to access our 
website and online giving page 

Here is our QR Code: You do need an app to read QR 

codes, but you can get them free through iTunes or your phones app store. Now, if you 

don’t want to do all that…you can simply pull up our church website: 

www.banderaumc.org.  You will see a button saying “online giving”. Click on it and you 

can set up an account for regular or frequent giving, or you can simply do it as a guest. 

You can make your regular pledge, or designate your gift to a specific group or in 

memory of a friend or loved one. It is quick, easy and completely secure. Vanco 

Payment Solutions have the highest security levels available in the market. 

Endorsements include our own United Methodist Church General Conference of Finance 

& Administration, as well as the United Church of Christ and the Lutheran Church. 

Online payments may be set up as a one-time gift or a regular draft from a bank account 

or credit/debit card. If the online system is overwhelming but you would like to be able 

to have an automatic transfer of funds, come by the office and Cheryl will be happy to 

get you a paper authorization form. 

---Larry Scott 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.banderaumc.org/


 

 

St. Nicholas Festival 

There really was a Christian Saint Nicholas. He lived in the country of Greece, just a 

couple hundred years after the birth of Christ. This day is in honor of Saint Nicholas and 

his life. Saint Nicholas became a priest, and later, a Bishop of the early Catholic Church. 

True to the Christian concept of giving up belongings and following Christ, St. Nicholas 

gave up all his belongings. He was well known for giving to needy people, especially 

children. There are many stories and tales of him helping children in need. The practice 

of hanging up stockings originated with Saint Nicholas. As the ancient legend goes, Saint 

Nicholas was known to throw small bags of gold coins into the open windows of poor 

homes. After one bag of gold fell into the stocking of a child, news got around. Children 

soon began hanging their stocking by their chimneys "in hopes that St. Nicholas soon 

would be there". It wasn't until the 1800's that the spirit of St. Nicholas' life evolved into 

the creation of Santa Claus. And, this happened in America. Santa Claus emerged (or 

evolved) from the stories and legends of St. Nicholas. Santa Claus was kind and generous 

to children. Unlike "St. Nick", Santa Claus is largely a non-religious character. St. 

Nicholas Day has been celebrated for hundreds and hundreds of years. It commemorates 

the death of this very special, very holy person on December 6th 

We had so much fun last year that we will again celebrate and honor the memory of St. 

Nicholas on Wednesday, November 30th at 5 pm. There will be a light meal of soup and 

crackers/cornbread and then we will have various activities for everyone to do. We will 

ice sugar cookies, make ornaments, make terra cotta pot nativity sets and much more. 

This a wonderful way to start off the Advent season and is open to children and adults 

alike.  For more information please contact Jean Darling. 

 

 



 

Our 150th    Anniversary will be here before we know it so mark your calendars now!  
April 28-30th will be a wonderful weekend for us 
all.   We will kick off our   anniversary by praying. 
150 days from Sunday, April 30th is December 1st. 
and so we ask that all of us pray for our church, our 
community, our world, in many different ways: kids 
can make prayer chains    

, the youth are doing 
their prayers on crosses; and we will also trace our 
hands as we pray, on a large piece of paper at the 
St. Nicholas festival on Wednesday November 30th.  

The praying hands will be hung up in the fellowship hall.  I hope that the adult Sunday 
school classes and other groups will think about and find their own way to visually 
express your prayers. We give thanks to God sustaining us, and growing with us, as the 
faithful people of Bandera UMC and hope that through our prayers, our presence, our 
gifts, our service, and our witness we will be here another 150 years. 
 

Did you know that we have a wonderful caring group of people 
who meet each Wednesday from 5:30-6:30 pm in the chapel to 

pray? They would welcome others to come pray with them, or if 
you need prayer they can pray with you and for you.  Sherry has 
had over 40 hours of training in prayer and praying and she and 
Art are also available on Sunday mornings between the worship 

services to pray with you in the chapel.  We also have prayer 
partners available during communion at both services who are 

ready and willing to pray with you at the altar rail. Create in 

me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit 
within me. Do not cast me from your presence or 

take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy 

of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to 

sustain me. 

 
        You can always join our prayer chain 

to get or send requests for prayers by emailing your requests to 
banderaumcprayerchain@gmail.com 

 



 

 

           

We were honored blessed to witness Eric Morgan receive the God and Country award. 

Congratulations!  

  

Thank you to Troop 146! The boys worked hard at the fish fry and church work day. We 

are truly grateful to have them at our church.



 

Our Stephen Ministers Are Ready to Care! 

Stephen Ministers are members of Bandera United Methodist Church who 

have been through extensive training and provide confidential, one-to-one, 

Christian care to people who are experiencing a difficult time. They listen, 

care, encourage, pray, and provide weekly support for as long as the need 

persists. If someone you know is hurting, find out more about Stephen 

Ministry by talking with one of our Stephen Leaders: Pastor Larry, Cathy 

McRorey, or Roberta Himebrook, or you can find us on the church website: 

www.banderaumc.org under the mission and ministry tab Our Stephen 

Ministers are ready to bring God’s love and care to those in need. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Everyone’s Job, Everyone’s Joy When was the last time you heard 

someone say, “That’s the pastor’s job,” when referring to some aspect of 

ministry? Ministry is not just the job (or, better yet, the opportunity) of the 

clergy. The opportunity and responsibility for doing ministry has been given to 

all Christians. The upcoming Stephen Ministry training class is a chance to be 

trained and equipped for doing ministry. Talk to any of our Stephen Ministers; 

they will tell you that it is a joyous privilege to share Christ’s love with others. 

Is this chance for ministry the one for you? Think about it. If you have any 

questions, talk with one of our Stephen Ministry Leaders: Roberta Himebrook 

@ 830-796-3495 or Cathy McRorey @ 830-328-1096. 

 

 
 

 

http://www.banderaumc.org/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GIVE THANKS 
 

Thanksgiving and Christmas! I can’t believe that they are almost here. We pause from our busy lives 
to count our blessings, being thankful for all we have, great or small. Last year in November we all 
signed pledge cards and those cards represented our promise to give back our first fruits to God. 
Giving back is important to God because it is foundational to our relationship with him. In Genesis14 
we find Abram (and he was not even Abraham yet!) receiving a blessing and prayer of thanksgiving 
from King Melchizedek. Abram was victorious in battle and had rescued his nephew Lot, he had 
much to be thankful for. He gave back one tenth of his goods because he was obedient to God. And 
we all know the rest of the story because God used Abraham in a mighty way. We all have that same 
choice too because I promise you that you cannot out give God; so don’t let the strong current of life 
today sweep you past your promises because God is counting on all of us. Our church is growing and 
our missions are clear so please give thanks with a grateful heart because God has given us his son…. 
the greatest gift of all. In Christ, Larry Scott                                                        
 

Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; 

Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms. 

For the Lord is the great God, 

And the great King above all gods. 

Psalm 95:2-3 

 
Dear United Methodist Church Ladies,  
 
 Thank you so much for providing the delicious food after the memorial service of Pat 
Hainline.  We really appreciate your thoughtfulness and compassion during such a 
difficult time. 
 
Warm regards, 
 
The Hainline Family     

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2nd Genie Wright 
2nd Lindsey Lewis 
3rd Shandra Zickler-Sanders 
4th Elizabeth Scott 
5th Richard Treece 
6th Ken Dahlberg 
7th Wes Capes 
8th Turner Warren 
9th Luevena Deppe 
10th Barbara Brightwell 
12th Mitch Freeman 
13th Jamie Ward 
14th Marianne Sandidge 
14th Sully Woodland 
15th Lyndsey DuBose 
16th Amie Gray 
17th Heather Grant 
17th Belva Richardson 
18th Jessica Tyra 
18th Betty Haynes 
18th Carilee Robbins 
18th Dan Sandidge 
18th Sandra Ingram 
20th Sandi Johnston 
21st Susan D’Spain Cammack 
21st Megan Locker 
21st Harper McCracken 
22nd Debbie Chastain 
22nd Roger Bellows 
22nd Ian Major 
22nd Alec Conoly 
23rd Travis Chastain 
24th Cody Woodland 
24th Suzette Bellows 
24th Wade Brosz 
25th Pat Stokes 
26th Jean Heep  
27th Jean Darling 
27th Peggy Ashmore 
28th Ginny Brient 
28th Rob Sandidge 
29th Michelle Kassai 
29th Edgar Arlan Habenicht 
30th Ernest Schladoer 
 

November 6 
1st- Hannah Edwards & 
Porter Bernard 
2nd- Sally Sheeds & 
Cheyenne Sheeds 
 
November 13 
1st- Lindsy Lewis & 
Taylor Timberlake  
2nd- Onna Shaw & Ozzie 
Knowles 
 
November 20 
1st- Kinlee Lawlis & 
Jayln Lamb 
2nd- Kylee Henderson & 
Alyssa Sheeds 
 
November 27 
1st- Logan Harmon & 
Michelle Linson 
2nd- Mary Freeman & 
Marcus Grant 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kids’ Kingdom 
  Because of a commitment to being a 
family-friendly child outreach of this church, 
Kids’ Kingdom has not raise tis tuition in 
many, many years. At the same time, the 
program does not use any funds from the 
church budget. Kids’ Kingdom is a self-
supporting program with tuition covering 
the cost of staff as well as materials and 
supplies. Our preschool program is highly 
regarded –Bandera ISD welcomes our 
students,  

Recognizing their excellent 
preparation for entry into kindergarten. In 
addition, the children receive instruction in 
an age appropriate, God enriched 
environment.  

We have a staff of here who are 
presently serving 18 children. Each year we 
provide a partial scholarship of $75.00 per 
month to each of three eligible children. The 
full tuition is $150.00 per month for ten 
months, following the Bandera ISD school 
calendar.  

Kids’ Kingdom last head a scholarship 
fundraiser in 2012. This congregation was 
so generous at that time that we have not 
needed to ask for more support until now.  

 
The goal of $6,000 will ensure that 

Kids’ Kingdom can continue to provide 
scholarship assistance in the years to 
come. If you would like to help please 
identify your check/donation as “Kids’ 
Kingdom Scholarship Fund”. You can also 
donate online on the BUMC website by 
designating that your gift is for Kids’ 
Kingdom. 

Bandera United Methodist Church 

11th Street & Hackberry 

Bandera, TX 78003 

Office (830) 796-3849 

Fax: (830) 460-8160 

Website: Banderaumc.org 

Facebook: Bandera United Methodist Church 

Staff 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Larry McRorey 

Director of Student Ministries:  

Bonnie Bevers 

Director of Children’s Ministries: 

Shawn Morrison 

Director of Fine Arts: 

Esther Cook 

Office & Facilities Administrator: 

Cheryl Young 

Newsletter: 

Cathy McRorey  (cathy.mcrorey@yahoo.com) 

 

Deadline for the December 

Newsletter is Wednesday 

November 16th 

 

Faith Community Choir Cantata 

The Faith Community choir has begun practicing for this year’s 
Christmas Cantata, “Lead Me Back to Bethlehem”. We are 
practicing on Tuesday evenings at 6 pm in the sanctuary.  Even 
if you aren’t a part of the choir, but you like to make a joyful 
noise we would love to have you join us.  We will add addition 
practices on other days and times, but we haven’t got that 
schedule worked out at this moment. The Community choir is 
blessed because we have many people from many churches in 
the county come together to sing and celebrate the Saviors’ 
birth. The cantata will be part of the Advent Music Festival 
which will be on Sunday, December 11, at 6:30 pm at BUMC. 
Contact Esther for more information. 

 


