The Pastor’s Corner
Bandera is a wonderful place to live – a great place to raise a family
and a place filled so many beautiful places and faces! It is pretty easy
to love where we live.
But, I believe that God is calling us to love it even more. Before Jesus
ascended into Heaven, He challenged His followers to go and make
disciples of all nations. In essence, He called upon them to follow
Him and to teach others to follow Him. Over the last few weeks, we
have been learning to take Jesus at His word – we have been learning
to try and be more than simply fans of who Jesus was. Instead, we are
striving to become more fully devoted followers of who He is.
That means loving any and all with whom we come into contact. That
means being willing and able to share the Good News of Jesus Christ
with this lost and hurting world. And that means sacrificing our own
desires when they are not in line with what God wants for us and from
us. Our calling is not easy, but it is so worth it.
How do you think we are doing? Do you think we are fulfilling these
commands? How can we be better at reaching those in our lives that
we can influence? If Jesus were to look into our lives, would He be
pleased with what He sees?
Please join us over the next few weeks as together we seek to both
hear the calling that Jesus places upon each of us AND then to do
what Jesus asks of us.
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Again, I am both honored and humbled to be your pastor.
Thank you and thank God for you!
Pastor Kyle

SILVER SAGE
Silver Sage is a non-profit
organization that provides
meals on wheels for those in
need as well as food for their
pets.
Besides various community
projects there is also a thrift
store where volunteers and
donations are always
appreciated.
Additional info can be
obtained by calling the
center at 830-796-4969.

June Birthdays
2nd
3rd
3rd
3rd
5th
6th
7th
8th
8th
8th
10th
10th
12th
13th

Pam Wilson
Mary Moseley
Robin Konz
Liz Lawlis
Fawn Schott
Lee Whitlock
Traveler Argo
Waverly Lewis
Lloyd Shenberger
Sharrie Whitacre
Erich Carman
Cathy Barnard
DeeDee Honea
Kyle Toomire

16th
17th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
25th
25th
26th
27th
28th
28th

Joyce Graham
Bonnie Bevers
Vivian Schladoer
Rainey Pearce
Senia Doyle
Elizabeth James
Raven Rucker
Andrew Johnston
Maddi Wood
Lanie Wood
Erik Scott
Betheny Sheldon
Dixie Moseley

Many Hands, One Heart
Dear members of the Bandera United Methodist Church,
In this Summer of blockbuster movies I would like to encourage you to step back in time and put pen to paper
and ask God, as Sir Thomas More did, when he prayed daily; “Lord please help my digestion, and then give
me something to digest.” So ponder with me the importance of the “letter”. The art of letter writing has fallen
by the wayside and it is sad because it was fun to slip that envelope into the mailbox and then wait eagerly for
a response. Hand written notes have heart and thought. And I wish someone would study the difference in the
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brains response to handwritten versus typed. When we move our hands with pen to paper a switch goes off in
our brain and creativity is born, I wonder if tapping away on a computer keyboard yields the same benefit.
But I digress, because aside from the natural benefit of the handwritten letter I wanted to urge you to read
another letter.
In 60 AD, Luke physician and historian, wrote a letter to a dear friend name and he arranged it in order to
help him know that what he had been taught was true. Imagine how passionate Luke must have been to
chronicle this amazing story and send it to Theophilus. I wonder if realized at the time how many millions of
people would read this letter thousands of years later, because the letter became two books in the Bible. And
we refer to them as the Book of Luke and its’ exciting sequel Acts. And when last I checked the Bible is still
a best seller and we should be shouting the Good News from the roof tops or like Luke we could send a letter
detailing the difference that the Holy Spirit has made in our lives to a dear friend…or maybe a new friend.
Being connected as Christians is important to God because others should recognize us by our love, shouldn’t
they. Generosity and love do not come as naturally as we might like and that is where the Holy Spirit comes
in. A helper left behind when Jesus ascended into Heaven and Jesus was tipping us off to one of the most
profound truths concerning the Christian life…it is impossible! Can I get an Amen? So here is my challenge
to you, write 5 letters this Summer and share the news that Christ has risen, he has risen indeed! And while
you are at it, “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the the ways you can, in all the places
you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as you ever can.”
Many hands one heart,
Elizabeth

SUMMER SERMON SERIES

I am so excited about our Summer Sermon series! "Then Sings My Soul" will be a 6-week series focusing
on the hymns of the United Methodist Church, the stories and the Scriptures behind them, and what they are
trying to tell us. Some of them are old favorites. Some you may have never heard before. All are sacred.
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July 22: Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus
July 29: I Surrender All
August 5: Blessed Assurance
August 12: Come Thou Fount
August 19: Just As I Am
August 26: I'll Fly Away
Whether you love singing hymns, listening to hymns, or just looking to learn more about why we sing, come
on out and join us for our series.
Pastor Kyle

HELPING HAND
First and foremost, due to being blessed by much needed rain, our golf tournament has been rescheduled for
June 22 at Flying L with registration beginning at 8 a.m. Please call Helping Hand at 796-8300 to register.
Dry beans and rice will be our June special food request for our food Pantry, but any food items are
appreciated.
Helping Hand helps so many needy of Bandera County. In April we helped 105 families and 12 were new
families to Helping Hand. Through April monetary value we gave away was food $36,000; clothes $6,500;
household items $525; toiletries $500; furniture $3,500--all totaling $47,025.
Thanks to our UMW for the many toiletry bags and love offering.
Helping Hand is so thankful for all who continue to support our Thrift Store with donated items and the
monetary giving as we continue helping those in need.
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STEPHEN MINISTRY
We have 8 Stephen Ministers. We help deliver communion to shut-ins as well as provide support. One way
to describe some of this support is to say that Stephen Ministers are the "After People".
Stephen Ministers are there:
 After the phone call you hoped you’d never get.
 After the divorce papers are served and the bottom falls out of your life.
 After the funeral, when everyone has left and the emotions you’ve held at bay come crashing in on
you.
 After the doctor says, “I’m sorry, but there’s nothing more we can do.”
 After the nursing home director shakes your hand and says, “Welcome to your new home.”
 After the last child honks the horn, waves, and drives away—and the house suddenly seems empty.
 After the gavel goes down, the handcuffs go on, and your loved one is led away.
 After the baby arrives, demanding more of you than you ever dreamed possible.
 After you find a pink slip with your final paycheck.
 After your family calls with one more problem.
 After your family and friends have heard your story one too many times, but you still need to talk it
out.
We are ready to come alongside you—or your friends, neighbors, co-workers, or relatives—and provide
comfort and support for as long after as needed.
For a Stephen Minister or for more information, contact the Stephen Leader Roberta Himebrook or Pastor
Kyle

FINANCIAL REPORT
Year to date our giving is on target with the budget. Expenses are currently tracking under budget resulting
with a comfortable surplus at this time. We also made a significant payment on the expansion project note
with TMF and with no additional principle payments our payoff is less than 2 years. As summer approaches
let us not forget our pledge commitments and expense increases could just be an air conditioner away. Actual
numbers have our giving year to date at $140000.00 with expenses of $120000.00 yielding a surplus just
under $20000.00.
Wayne Antenen

BONNIE’S BEAT
Bandera UMC Class of 2018
Well, the time has ALMOST arrived! For some of our kiddos, summer vacation has started. For those in
Bandera, they have just a few more days. We celebrated our graduating seniors on May 27th with a Senior
Breakfast, and presented them with Bibles and gifts from their church family during their regularly attended
worship service.
The Bandera UMC Class of 2018 is Keaton McInnis, Xavier Navarro, and Rayni Sandidge. Please continue
to pray for these young adults as they complete their years at home and head off to college to learn all the
things they need to know to become the people God created them to be. We are so proud of you guys!
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Spring Retreat
C.R.E.W. joined the youth groups from Fredericksburg UMC and Johnson City UMC at Knott Creek Falls
for our annual Spring Retreat the first weekend in May. It was time of fun, fellowship, games, food, worship,
and relaxation. We prayed together, had a huge paint war (in which the youth directors lost by a long shot!),
ate together, played together, and revived our spirits while surrounded by some of God’s most beautiful
scenery. The friendships that have developed between these youth groups have formed us into a much larger
family. It is truly a heart-warming experience to see all the attendees, youth and adults alike, light up as they
see the faces of their friends from the bus window as we pull into camp. God is doing great things with our
teens! And I am unbelievable blessed to get to witness all that He is doing in their lives.
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UM A.R.M.Y.
Bandera UMC will again host a UM A.R.M.Y. camp June 10-14, where approximately 50 campers will call
our church “home” for the week while they work on service projects throughout Bandera County. Please be in
prayer for all the volunteers heading our way, as they give of their time and talents to help those in our area.
The same week that UM A.R.M.Y. is serving in Bandera, 20 of our rising and current middle school youth,
along with three adults, will head to San Antonio to participate in City Camp. This is a new adventure for
BUMC, and we are super excited! The kids CANNOT wait to serve God in the city, and end their trip with a
trip to Schlitterbaun.
Seven high school C.R.E.W. members and six adults will head to Victoria the last week of June for the UM
A.R.M.Y. mission camp. Attendees will do hurricane and flood cleanup and help rebuild homes around the
area.
Three additional middle schoolers and three adults will also head to Mission, Texas in mid-July to participate
in a UM A.R.M.Y. Basic camp, doing service projects around the community.
Summer is an exciting and busy time for our youth as they travel to camps, mission trips, and other activities.
Please be in prayer for all those teens embarking on new spiritual experiences, as well as the many adults who
will be there to help plan, lead, and guide them on their faith journey.
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KID’S KINGDOM
Kids’ Kingdom has had a wonderful year! 8 children will be moving on to Kindergarten in the fall – we
know that, not only will these children be well prepared to meet the academic expectations of Kindergarten,
but they also will take the love of God and our church with them.
We are blessed to have our experienced staff plan to return for the 2018-19 school year. Please share with
friends and family that we are now taking applications for enrollment.
Kids’ Kingdom serves 3 & 4 year olds, Tuesdays & Thursdays, following the ISD calendar. For specific
information please call the church office.
Sunday School
The Kindergarten through 5th grade Sunday School classes celebrated every child’s attendance over this
school year with a make-your-own pizza party. In addition, the children were able to trade the coupons they
had accumulated for fun items. Before using their coupons, they each tithed a portion of their coupons in
order to experience the joy of giving.

Happy
Mother’s Day

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
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