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Ponderings of the Pastor
Dear Friends,

Well, here we are. By the time this pastoral letter is distributed, we will be well into the Resurrection
joy of Easter and will be recovering from the 150th Extravaganza! We will also most likely still be
questioning the pastoral change that is upon us at Bandera UMC.
As of 5PM on April 20, we do not know who the new pastor will be. However, I am confident in saying
that I do sincerely believe that our District Superintendent has the interest of BUMC in mind and is
working diligently to find a good and qualified pastor to continue to shepherd this congregation. We,
like you are anxiously waiting news on who my successor will be. Which brings me to the point of this
letter.
Cathy and I have both expressed how surprised we are at this move coming just three years into our
ministry together. I honestly thought I had one more very solid year before I “might” be considered for
an appointment change, but I have to remind myself, this is part of who we are as United Methodists and
this is a significant understanding of my life as a UM pastor in an itinerant system. It is naïve to think
that one will not get moved at any time as we are only appointed on an annual basis anyway. The rub
comes when we are accustomed to staying put for a while, so when a move does occur, it often comes as
a shock, triggering anger and frustration among many with the Conference and the UM system overall. I
have shared with several the itinerancy is a church’s BFF (Best Friend Forever) if you don’t like your
pastor because you welcome the move and it can’t come fast enough. However, it is your worst enemy if
you like your pastor and don’t want to see him/her go. It is what it is.
I want to express my sincerest gratitude to the SPRC leadership and team as well as several other
mentors to me during this time. I have witnessed abundant grace and dignity in the midst of frustration
and uncertainty and have treasured their words of wisdom and understanding toward a larger vision of
Kingdom work. Even though most folks are not very happy with our move, we must never lose sight of
the fact that the Kingdom of God will not cease to exist under a new pastor. We must never lose sight of
the fact that hope and promise and vision will continue under a new pastor.
(continued on next page)

We must never lose sight of the fact that your new pastor has been called by God and is being inspired
by the Holy Spirit just like I am. We must never lose sight of the fact that we are called to be people of
the light and to reflect our joy as to what God is doing in us and among us and with us, regardless of who
the pastor is at the time. Ecclesiastes 3:1 reminds us, that in God’s kingdom, “there is a time for
everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens.” That holds true for pastors as well.
Cathy’s and my time with you is coming to a close. A new season with a new pastor is dawning.
We most certainly appreciate the accolades and praise that you all are heaping upon us. I’m not sure we
are worthy of such, but we thank you nonetheless and know this comes from a good and sincere place in
your kindness and generosity of spirit toward us. We are honored and It is all deeply appreciated.
As I walked around the campus today and prayed for this church and its people as I often do, a peace
came over me that assured me of the words I share often in worship….” In God’s time, all manner of
things will be well.” Thank you for your continuing love and support of Cathy and I and if anyone has
boxes you don’t need, give me a call. See you Sunday!
In His service,
Larry

Helping Hand
Helping Hand has once again been helping many in
need in Bandera County. I don't have March giving
info, but through February total monetary value of
assistance was $48,640. Your donations of food,
clothes, furniture, toiletries, household items, and
monetary giving enables us to help the needy. Fans
are needed for the summer.
Thanks to those who participated in the Fit For God
3-Mile Walk On April 22. Very rewarding to both
the walkers and wonderful donations to our food
pantry.
Don't forget our golf tournament/fundraiser on
Friday, May 5 at Flying L. Tee off at noon. Dinner,
prizes, and awards are included. Call Helping Hand
to sign up to play or be a sponsor.
For May, our pantry food request is peanut butter
and jelly. But, any and all food pantry items are
appreciated any time.
Thanks again church, members, and friends for your
continued support of Helping Hand.
Marianne Sandidge
Helping Hand Representative

Helping Hand is asking for Jelly and Peanut
butter. Thank you for your donations!

RIDING BOLDLY INTO THE FUTURE:
! Saddle up! An Earthly Perspective for A Heavenly Ride
We have the opportunity to become Kingdom Raisers as we
brush off the dust from our 150th celebration. Along the way, we
have discovered that Pastor Larry is beginning a new chapter in
his life and the unfortunate consequence for us is that we are
losing him. But as a congregation we do not do ourselves any
favors by letting negative thoughts fly around in our minds, it is
so easy to let it happen and it has been happening within
congregations forever. Martin Luther looked at it this way, “I may
not be able to stop the birds flying around my head but, I can
keep them from building a nest in my hair” And I feel that it is
very good advice indeed, for we have a good head of steam going
around here! We are accomplishing much for the kingdom of God
and to let any of our forward momentum decrease would be
counterproductive. It wouldn’t be fair to our Pastor to diminish all
the long hours we have put in together becoming kingdom
raisers.
As I am writing this to you our District has not decided whom
they will send to us but it would be unfair to our new Pastor to all
of a sudden run out of steam. We need to welcome them to
Bandera with open hearts and open minds. Can you imagine what
it would be like to follow Larry McRorey and his pink tutu? Not
fun. And I think it is fair to say that whomever it is, they are
probably more than a little nervous. So that is why we let the
Holy Spirit lead us gently down the path. We also need to
remember; “grace is the face that love wears when it meets
imperfection”. And the good Lord knows, none of us are innocent
when it comes to looking for imperfection, are we? “And now my
dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts on
what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure and admirable.

Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise.” So,
these are the thoughts from Martin Luther, the Apostle Paul and
me.
Many hands one heart,

Elizabeth

Thank you, Glen for sharing your talent with us all! I’ll miss you!

The OneFifty Folk
Purpose of the OneFifty Folk:
The purpose of the group is to ensure an ongoing financial support for the
Blessings-In-A-Backpack initiative in the Bandera Texas area for years to
come.
How it works:





The Bandera branch of the BIB organization focuses its support in the
Bandera Texas area and uses support facilities provided by the
Bandera United Methodist Church.
Participants make their willingness to participate known to BUMC by
signing one of these pledge sheets and submitting it to the BUMC
Office.
By signing up as a OneFifty Folk participant, you are offering to donate
$150 per year to support the BUMC Blessings-In-A-Backpack program.
Participants are encouraged to remain active members of the program
and over time encourage others to do the same.

DATE: ______________________

SIGNATURE: ____________________________________________________

GRACE NOAH’S ARK
Cinco de Mayo Dinner

Join us and enjoy
Homemade Enchiladas,
Rice, and Beans
$7 Donation
Desserts and Cakes for sale

To-go Only
Friday May 5th, 2017
4 -7 pm
Grace Noah’s Ark Learning Center
467 Highway 173 N, Bandera TX 78003

When the Changing of Seasons is Painful

I walked outside the other morning to see new growth on a plant that was
beyond burned by our only freeze this year. I’m always in awe of how God
works for our good even through the most difficult changes and arduous
seasons of life. Looking down upon this miracle of the new green growth, I
thought about one of my own. It was a cool January evening when I checked
all the doors to make sure they were locked and then turned out the lights
on 15 happy years. Warm tears rolled down my cheeks as my car rolled out
the driveway — away from the home and the neighborhood where my
children grew up, away from dear friends, away from the church I loved, and
away from family and a lifetime of memories. A new job. A new city. A
freshly empty nest. All the elements needed for my perfect storm.
Wisdom pointed her finger to go, but with no certainty of return.
Let’s just say it was a hard season.
Change. None of us like it. It’s different. It’s uncomfortable.
I wonder if Moses felt the same way the first time he left Egypt? Fleeing for
his life, he left everything he ever knew and loved. He left the comforts of
the familiar for the bitter taste of the unfamiliar and ended up on the far side
of a desert tending sheep for the better part of 40 years. A slight detour
from his purpose of delivering his people, from slavery. (Exodus 2:15-23)
He probably thought this is it. The end of the road. I wonder if it made him
ad? But it was only a season. A new beginning actually.
(continued on the next page)

And that’s the way it is. Seasons come and seasons go. Some are grand,
and frankly some are grim. Some we wish would never end. Some we feel
never will and we wish they would. Some seasons are messy while others
are just plain messed-up. Friends tell us this too shall pass but we still
wonder when, and we wonder why? Though these changing seasons may
appear chaotic at times, God has a reason for every season in our life. Each
one with its own purpose builds on the last and prepares us for the next.
Just as God tilts nature, changing fall to winter and winter to spring to
reflect His glory sprouting new growth, He allows our world to tilt a little to
bring about changes in us that we might be better reflections of Him. There
is a unique rhythm to it all. God’s perfect timing. God’s perfect plan.
Seasons push us towards our purpose notwithstanding the detours
we take along the way. And even in those, God works them together for
our good. For it’s from these detours we learn that the most powerful
lessons often come out of the most painful places.
Maybe you feel like you just took a detour to the far side of a desert or
perhaps you locked the door on what you thought were the best years of
your life. Take heart sweet friend, change isn’t bad it’s just different and
necessary for new growth. We may not be able to fathom the scope of God’s
mighty plan, but this we can trust. God knows where we are and where we
need to be. Being our personal GPS, He’s calculated our time and distance
and knows our ETA. And you can be sure He’s working for us, in us, and
through us, to get us there.
Yet God has made everything beautiful in its own time. He has planted
eternity in the human heart, but even so, people cannot see the whole scope
of God’s work from beginning end. (Ecclesiastes 3:11)

Christy Mobley: Christy is a wife, mother, mother-in-law, and first-time
grandma! She’s deeply passionate about helping women find joy by seeing
God at work in their everyday circumstances. When she’s not with family or
speaking and writing, you can find her on the tennis court chasing a fuzzy
yellow ball.

We will be starting a new Stephen Minister
training class in September. The program is 50
hours of training to become a certified Stephen
Minister. We need more people to work with
care receivers and all our current Stephen
Minsters are working with care receivers now.
We are tentatively looking at having the class on
Wednesday evenings from 5:30 pm to 8 pm and
childcare will be provided. The class would meet all of September, October, and
the first two weeks of November. We would then break for the holidays and
resume classes in January. If you are interested in becoming a Stephen minister
or Stephen leader, or you want more information please contact Roberta
Himebrook at 830-460-0242.

Prayer and Healing Service
“Scripture strongly affirms ministries of spiritual healing, which in recent years
have received renewed emphasis throughout Christ's holy Church. The root of the
word healing in New Testament Greek, sozo, is the same as that of salvation and
wholeness. Spiritual healing is God's work of offering persons’ balance, harmony,
and wholeness of body, mind, spirit, and relationships through confession,
forgiveness, and reconciliation. Through such healing, God works to bring about
reconciliation between God and humanity, among individuals and communities,
within each person, and between humanity and the rest of creation. The New
Testament records that Jesus himself healed the estranged and sick and sent out
his disciples on ministries of healing. James (5:14–16a) calls us also to pray for and
anoint the sick, that they may be healed.” Bandera
United Methodist Church will begin a public service
of healing and holy communion on Monday evenings
from 6-7 PM in the sanctuary. This is a time
designed to deepen ones’ spiritual practices of
reflection, revelation, and restoration during this
time of Lenten observance. We hope you will join
us.

May 7
1st Service: Porter Bernard
2nd Service: Ryleigh Laine
Sally Sheeds

May 14
1st Service: Logan Harmon
2nd Service: Mary Freeman
Ona Shaw

You Can’t Beat God Giving:
2 Corinthians 9:8
You can’t beat God giving,
no matter how hard you try.
And just as sure as you are living and the
Lord is in heaven on high,
The more you give,
the more God gives to you.
Just keep on giving
because it’s really true.
That,
You can’t beat God giving
no matter how hard you try.

May 21
1st Service: Michelle Linson
2nd Service: Cheyenne Sheeds
Elizabeth Sheeds

May 27
1st Service: Porter Bernard
2nd Service: Anthony Davis
Marcus Grant

NEW TRUMPET NEWLETTER
EDITOR NEEDED
We are looking for someone to take over
as editor of the church newsletter. You
do not have to write the articles, just
compile them together. General
knowledge of Word documents and an
email address for contact info is helpful.
If you are interested in this rewarding
volunteer job or just want more
information please contact Cathy
McRorey:
cathy.mcrorey@yahoo.com or 830-3281096.

Happy Mother’s Day!
Happy Mother’s Day! Have fun finding the hidden objects with your kids,
or just relax and color the page.

Bonnie’s Beat
THE REGISTRATION DEADLINE FOR THE MIDDLE SCHOOL AND HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIPS IS FAST APPROACHING.
The high school will be traveling to La Grange, TX, with UM ARMY June 25 – July 1, 2017. This trip
is open to all current Freshmen through outgoing Seniors. If you are interested in attending,
please contact me in the church office. The registration deadline is May 15th and the cost is $250
per person.
The middle school will be traveling to San Angelo, TX, with UM ARMY Basic July 16 – 20, 2017.
The trip is open to all current 7th & 8th graders. If you are interested in coming with us, please
contact me. The registration deadline is May 15th and the cost is $200 per person.
May 28th is Senior Sunday, during which we will recognize all those who have graduated this year,
including college and graduate school. We will have a breakfast for the graduating high school
seniors and their families during the Sunday School hour. During worship, we will recognize their
accomplishments, give them a gift from their church family, and offer a blessing as we send them
off into the world.
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4: 6-7
As the school year draws to a close, and our church faces changes and new adventures it is
important to remember these words from Paul. With every new adventure comes fear,
apprehension, and anxiety. But our God is a loving God. He is always with us. He truly offers the
peace that surpasses all understanding. So, as we face this new chapter, let us pray without
ceasing for His will to prevail.
Whether your first or last born is graduating from high school, your parents are aging and facing
assisted living situations, your siblings are getting married and having kids, or someone you care
about is moving far away, remember that God is there to listen. Though the teacher is always
quiet during a test, they never abandon you. Have faith and trust that He has a plan, and you will
find the peace that He has promised us.
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Deadline for the June Newsletter is Friday, May 19th

Mark your calendars now! Hero Central VBS is coming July 9th- 13th.
We will once again have VBS Sunday evening through Thursday
evening. We are excited about the super hero theme and we know
because of Jesus we are all Super Heroes. We will have a table at
the mission fair for people to register their kids to attend and for
volunteers to sign up to help as well. We are working on getting the
online link so people register through the website, but that is not up
and running at this time. If you have any questions or would like to
help in a specific area please get in touch with Kim Laine, she’d be
happy to help you. Look for more VBS info in next month’s
newsletter.

