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Well, 2021 has underperformed thus far. Like many of you, i was hoping that with the
new year, we would be able to put most of the difficulties and struggles of the past year
behind us.

But, this year has only brought more confusion. As I write this, there is

more talk of violence and protests and counter-protests. Our elected officials continue
to bicker amongst themselves and rarely seem to remember the plight of those of us
who voted for them. It seems that confusion reigns in our world. It becomes harder
everyday for me to discern the good guys from the bad. Sometimes, it makes my
stomach turn and I allow my fears to convince me that there is no coming back.
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And then I get angry and I want to start pointing
fingers. I want someone to pay for this mess that
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we are in. Then, everything just gets WORSE.
That is what happens when we fight fire with
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fire. Soon, everything is burning. I know that
many of you believe that you know exactly who
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is right and who is wrong. I would challenge you
to remember that people you know, love and
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respect feel the same and they are on the "other
side" of these issues. So, before we set our
torches ablaze, I pray that we focus on the
Kingdom of God and ask the Spirit to guide us
back to being a people of grace and peace! There
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is ALWAYS a way back. You know Him and I
know Him. Let's help others to know Him too! As
always, I am so thankful to be your pastor.
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United Methodist Women

The United Methodist Women are so thankful for the support of our
congregation in collecting hygiene supplies for Helping Hand and personal items
for Rainbow Room.
Together we collected and delivered 8 pillows, 29 blankets, 5 stuffed animals and
75 backpacks and duffle bags to the Rainbow Room. This supply room is for foster
children as they are moving from one home to another. These personal items
help them to have a sense of comfort in a brand new place.
For Helping Hand we delivered: hand towels, 79 toothbrushes and tooth paste, 55
shampoos and conditioners, feminine products, 22 deodorants and lots and lots
of soap and bath wash.
Thank you for your continued support in showing love to women and children in
our community.
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WE ARE LOOKING FOR COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN/MEMBERS
TO HELP LEAD CERTAIN ASPECTS OF THE BBQ SO ONE
PERSON IS NOT DOING IT ALL.

Here is a list:
Advertising
Food order
Tickets
Potato salad
beans
Serving crew chair
ice chests chair
bread chair
Saturday prep chair
shut in delivery chair
cashier chair
Grocery shopping/supply
ordering
Firewood chair
(get people to bring
firewood)

As you can see, it is a wide variety of jobs and none are too
big on their own. As a whole, it is a huge endeavor. If we
can all work together and help each other, it will not be
such an overwhelming fundraiser, but a fun one!
Please email or call Shawn Morrison.
texaslandlady@hotmail.com
210-218-7133
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IN CASE YOU
WERE WONDERING . . .
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Children's Ministry

love,
peace,
and joy
These commandments
that I give you today
are to be on your
hearts. Impress them
on your children.
Deuteronomy 6:6-7

Our ministries are back almost in full swing. Please
know that there is a place
for your child or grandchild
here. They will find a SAFE
place filled with people
who love them and who
will teach them what it
means to follow after Jesus.
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In-depth Bible Study
led by John Zamudio
Sundays at 12pm in Fellowship Hall
Lunch provided - all are invited!

The Stephen Ministers are delivering communion
to people’s doorsteps when requested. It has the
elements, instructions on the ritual and a carenote
included. Call the church office at 830-796-3849 or
Roberta Himebrook at 830-460-0242 if you are
interested.

Our Wednesday Evening Bible study for women will begin Wednesday,
January 20, 2021 at 6:30 PM in the conference room in the church office
building. The Faithful is a study that will help you discover how God uses
the lives for ordinary people for His glory and the good of His people.
This study walks us alongside heroes of the Old Testament who all chose
to obey God no matter the circumstances. Priscilla Shirer and Beth Moore
arwe among the teachers. Books may be purchased at amazon.com or at
lifeway.com or only if you let Cheryl know so that she can order it for
you at the church office at 830-796-3849. Books are optional. The books
are an excellent resource for your personal study at home, but you are
always welcome to participate in our discussion without them. This study
will not be on Zoom. It will be facilitated by Sherry Schneider.

Helping Hand
Helping Hand had a very busy year 2020. I will be able to provide how we helped
so many people of Bandera County in our February newsletter. But, be assured
this new year will also be challenging as we provide assistance to the needy.
Coats, jackets, heaters, and blankets are needed to give out as needed. For
January our food request is beans and rice. However, any food item is used in
our food boxes which are given out weekly.
Thank you for your continued support of Helping Hand as we will always
continue to help those in need in our community. We look forward to 2021 as
being better in so many ways for everyone.
-Marianne Sandidge - Helping Hand Representative
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Building Committee Members: Lloyd Norris (Chair), John Milner,
Don Giles, Brittany Clark, Chris Wilson, Randy Morrison, Conrad
Nightingale, Wayne Antenen, and Kyle Toomire.

Construction is literally “moving on up” !!! If you have been by the church recently, you would
be able to see that the building process is coming along nicely. The BUMC Building
Committee met on January 7, 2021 and went over updates to progress on the church
construction project. Project Manager, Daron Quigley, and Lead Architect, Barry Wagner,
discussed with the committee that the construction project is on schedule and probably even
a little bit ahead of schedule at this point. The critical outside retaining walls have been
poured and are in place. The elevator shaft has been constructed and the elevator itself is in
production. The next step in the process includes two areas. First, work on the front area of
the project is scheduled to receive attention beginning the week of January 11 with the
excavation work beginning and the following week, work will begin on the forms and concrete
for the front entrance along the street. Secondly, the steel work should be in line to begin
during the week of January 18 as things continue to move along. The committee also
discussed some options in the areas of exterior look, doors, floor tile color, ceiling tiles and
roofing. Final decisions on those areas are down the road a bit, but are being discussed and
researched in preparation for those final decisions. On the financial side of things, Don Giles
gave an update and everything is looking good at the moment. As far as the church pledges
for the project up to this point, 103% of expected pledges have been received so we
are operating a little ahead at the moment. Based on the current situation, it looks like we
wouldn’t have to draw money from the loan for use until possibly June if things continue at
the current pace.
John Milner
Building Committee

Proposed Timeline
May 2020 July 2020
1. Secure bids for construction.
2. Begin construction of new addition.
(duration of approximately 12 months)
May 2021
1. New addition complete.
2. Begin remodel of Fellowship Hall.
August 2021
1. Complete expansion of Fellowship Hall.
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CREW

NEWS

Student Ministry of Bandera UMC

Rob & Julie Swalve
STUDENT MINISTRY
DIRECTORS

The Middle School and High School youth had a Christmas party on
December 16th with decorating Christmas ornaments, playing Kahoot,
and opening the “Best Worst White Elephant” gift. Maci Morrison
brought the best worst gift and Hannah Edwards was the first to open
that gem! Be sure to ask those two about it. We had some college
youth join us and it was a wonderful evening to reunite with everyone.
We enjoyed a High School lunch on Friday talking about Christmas
plans and sharing family traditions over the Holiday. We also went ice
skating during the break in Fredericksburg. It was lots of fun and very
cold. All seemed to enjoy the fun of skating!
We are looking forward to new beginnings in 2021! All of those in 8th
grade and above interested in attending Confirmation classes, please
see Julie or Rob. We will start classes on January 24th.
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2021 BANDERA UMC CONFIRMATION
CLASS INFORMATION
CONFIRMATION IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO RESPOND TO THE
GRACE OF GOD AVAILABLE TO US, AS ACKNOWLEDGED IN
BAPTISM, AND TO PROMISE TO LIVE AS A PERSON OF FAITH.
“WHAT GOD OFFERS US MUST BE ACCEPTED IN REPENTANCE
AND FAITH,” THIS IS WHAT YOUR BAPTISMAL LITURGY STATES.
“CONFIRMATION AND REAFFIRMATION ARE OUR RESPONSES OF
COMMITMENT, THE PROFESSION OF FAITH, AND
REDEDICATION.”

WE WILL BEGIN CONFIRMATION CLASS ON
SUNDAY, JANUARY 24TH
WHO: CONFIRMATION IS AVAILABLE TO ALL ACTIVE STUDENTS AT
BANDERA UMC WHO HAVE ENTERED THE 8TH GRADE OR HIGHER
DURING THE 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR.
WHEN: WE WILL MEET ON SUNDAY MORNINGS FROM 9:40-10:40.
YOU MAY ATTEND THE 8:30 AM OR 10:45 AM CHURCH SERVICE.

DATES: SUNDAY, JANUARY 24TH – APRIL 11TH
CONFIRMATION MENTORS: EACH CONFIRMAND SHOULD CHOOSE AN ADULT
MEMBER OF BANDERA UMC TO BE THEIR MENTOR THROUGHOUT THIS
PROCESS. THIS PERSON WILL ATTEND OUTINGS WITH THEIR CONFIRMAND
WHENEVER POSSIBLE, COMPLETE 2 HOURS OF COMMUNITY SERVICE THAT
YOU TWO CAN CHOOSE, PRAY FOR THEIR CONFIRMAND DAILY, AS WELL AS
MEET WITH THEIR CONFIRMAND THROUGHOUT THE PROCESS TO HELP THE
YOUTH GROW, ANSWERING QUESTIONS AND OFFER SUPPORT.
WE ARE VERY EXCITED ABOUT THE UPCOMING YEAR, AND I KNOW THAT OUR
CONFIRMATION CLASS WILL BE A PLACE OF LEARNING, FELLOWSHIP, AND
FRIENDSHIP. IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT JULIE OR ROB
AT JULIEANDROB@BANDERAUMC.ORG OR 806-777-9647.
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Bandera UMC's

OUTREACH

Have you seen our new Bar-B-Que Pit?

Our church recently completed construction of a brand
new pit that will serve our church and community in many
ways. The primary use will be for the annual Chicken
Dinner, but we are hoping that people from our church
and community will use it for cookouts and get togethers.
Please let us know if you are hankering to grill a few dozen
steaks or if you know of an organization that could put it to
use. And come and check it out - behind the rent house.

CARE NOTES CORNER
There are two new Care Notes booklets available in the Narthex. Please feel free to
pick up either or both, for yourself or for someone you know who is struggling.
Responding to Life’s Challenges with Resilience and Strength - Resilience
doesn’t simply mean bouncing back from a trauma, loss, or disaster. It also means
being proactive whenever possible and planning for or preventing such
circumstances.

Finding Strength in Times of Natural Disaster - Disasters often happen quickly
and without warning. Even those we can prepare for can leave chaos in their wake.
This booklet details the feelings and struggles we often encounter during recovery
and offers ways past them, reminding us that hope, above all, is the most important
component to success.
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Finance Committee Notes
Some of you may have noticed that you did not receive a pledge card last November. Don’t
fret, they are on the way. The Finance Committee has changed the timing of our pledging
process and cards will be sent around the third week of January. During the last pledging
cycle, we had both the operating and Building for the Ages pledge drives. This year, you will
only receive one card for the operating budget if you have already pledged for Building for the
Ages. If you are new, or you missed out on the Building for the Ages pledge last year, you can
still pledge for it by contacting the office.
December was an excellent month for giving. Once again, you have outdone yourselves in
your generosity as December giving was about $15,000 above budget, leaving us about that
same amount over our annual budget. I believe this is quite an accomplishment giving the
problems we experienced this year with the pandemic.
Finally, thank you to all the Finance Board Members who served in 2020 and I’d like to
welcome the new members to the Board: Jaren Shaw, Sully Woodland, and Karen Hoskelis.
Thanks again for your continuing support of our church,
Tom Brosz
Finance Chairman

1. Give by check.
You can drop your contributions off at the office any time M-F from 9:00 to
1:00 or on Sundays if you partake of drive up communion.
2.
Give by text.
Text 830-515-5387 and include the amount you would like to give in the
message portion of the test. You will then receive instructions via text on
how to complete the gift.
3.
Give online.
Logon to www.banderaumc.org/donate. Click on “Make an Online Donation”
and complete the information.
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January Birthdays

If you were born in January and don’t see your name of the list, please call the church
office at 830-796-3849 so it can be added. We always want to celebrate your special day!!

3rd

Sarah Baxter

4th

Karen Zickler

4th

Linda Hunter

4th

Lee Haile

6th

Catherine Ringel

6th

Cole Warren

6th

Jan Turner

9th

Scott Harrison

13th

Mark Wright
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13th

Myha Knowles

15th

Bob Major

21st

Linda Bausch

15th

Madelynn Laine

22nd

Guy Wolf

16th

Brylie Anne Baker

25th

Maryjane Linson

17th

Cade Koenig

27th

Sheila Antenen

18th

Susan Barden

28th

Jackie Rigsby

19th

Sally Sheeds

28th

Susan Hollingsworth

20th

Shawn Morrison

21st

Leslie Rector

28th

John Pearce

31st

John Whitacre

31st

Jeanette Puckett
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