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Dear Friends,
Greetings in the powerful name of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ! As I write this, I find
myself overwhelmed with gratitude for the
year we have had at Bandera UMC. It is hard
to believe I am in my third year as pastor of
this church. It is said, time flies when you’re
having fun and I can attest to that! We are
having fun! So much good has happened and
is happening, but I will give credit where it is
due and let our leadership celebrate all the
accomplishments we have experienced as
they provide that information in their
respective mission and ministry reports at
this Church Conference. For my report this
year, I am choosing to focus on the work yet
to be done at Bandera UMC. Over the course
of this past year, we have experienced a
significant deepening of discipleship at BUMC
with more people involved in more ways. Our
campus is full and alive with children and
youth and adults most days of the week and
we continue to be known as the church
“where things are happening.” A newcomer to
BUMC shared with me that she inquired about
how to find out what was happening in
Bandera and especially with the

churches in town. She was told enthusiastically,
“Go to the Methodist Church. They always have
something going on.” Not a bad advertisement, I
would say.
Our partnerships with Bandera ISD, the Boys and
Girls Club of Bandera County, Young Life, Boy
Scouts, Girl Scouts, Dexter and 4-H as well as the
Blessings in a Backpack and LARK groups, keep our
presence alive in the community and give us a great
opportunity to continue to welcome people to our
campus from all over the surrounding area. Some
of these folks have no church affiliation or
preference, yet consider BUMC as their church.
Again, another sign of our significance in this
community and in the lives of others. What they
experience at BUMC is a place and a people who
truly want to engage our community and work
together to make things a bit better for all involved.
There have been many highlights over the past year
and we certainly have done much work for the
Kingdom of which we can be proud. But even so, I
am mindful of those we have yet to reach and
engage in meaningful relationship. If I had to
choose one thing that has been the most eye
opening this year, it was the revelation that came
out of the conclusion of our study When Helping
Hurts. It became apparent to me, the true desire for
this church to be intentionally connected to those
Continued on page 2...
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who are broken in our community. You have heard me
reference this “brokenness” more than once in a sermon or two
of late.
Examples of brokenness in our community include among
others; single parents who are overwhelmed with life and all
the issues that come with that reality. There are those seeking
affordable, Christian based childcare that allows for persons to
seek gainful employment at reasonable times and in reasonable
places. There is a need for relevant and affordable parenting
classes and skills. There is a need to offer basic life skills
demonstrations such as cooking, cleaning, budgeting, dressing
properly, etiquette, etc. There are a number of special interest
groups in our community looking for a place to be based and
seek community. And we must reconnect with those families
who were served this summer with the UMARMY mission camp
in Bandera. I believe we have the time and the space as well as
adequate resources to move forward in this new vision. We
must be diligent in our prayers and in seeking God’s guidance in
these matters.
It will be the task of our Missions and Outreach team in addition
with our newly established Evangelism team to work out the
details of all this. In the meantime, we will seek to further a
working partnership with Hill Country Daily Bread Ministries as
well as Methodist Healthcare Ministries to utilize resources
already available to insure the viability of this new way forward
for BUMC. It will remain our goal to be the church in the
community where folks can come to get a hand up, not
necessarily a hand out. And we will seek to continue to be the
place where all persons are treated with respect as they find a
welcoming place to experience the love and grace of God
through our words and actions and deeds.
The other significant highlight for me this year came as our

The other significant
highlight for me this year
came as our Budget and
Finance Team was tasked
with making difficult
decisions to bring our
budgetary requirements
more closely in line with
expected giving in the new
year. In doing so, there was
adamant determination that
we would not stifle our
growth or our discipleship
by cutting back on
opportunities for folks to
come into relationship with
and experience the
goodness and grace of God
through the many
opportunities available at
BUMC. And because we seek
to put God first in what we
say and do, and because we
believe in putting our money
where our mouth is, we will
find a way to move forward
in making disciples of Jesus
Christ for the
transformation of the world.
We will not let the fear of
finances hold us back in our
mission and ministry for we
believe that God’s economy
is one of abundance and not
scarcity. This is a sign of a
very healthy church and one
that honors our calling and
equipping from God.
Please take some time to
read the various reports at
this Conference and in so
doing, stop and give God
glory and praise for the
work he is doing in the
hearts, minds, words and
actions of the people called
Methodist in Bandera. God
is good and all is well!
Thank you for the privilege
of serving as your pastor.
Larry

“ And Jesus a said to
him, Ephphatha, Be
opened!”
Greetings 2017! Wow, it is hard
to believe that we are here in
January and galloping towards
another 150 years in the life of
the Bandera United Methodist
Church.

In fact it was in following our bible challenge that I came across a familiar
story and yet I paused this time because something caught my attention, and
isn’t that just like God’s word. The Bible remains as fresh today as the day
that the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. The book of Mark shows
the reader that Jesus was really on a roll; he had fed 5,000 and more, walked
on the water, shamed some Pharisees,forced a demon from the body of a child,
and then in Tyre some people brought to Jesus a man who was deaf. His
deafness had made it hard for him to speak plainly and his friends begged
Jesus to help. So Jesus took the man aside and looked him in the face, because
of course talking was useless. Then he spit on his fingers and touched the
man’s tongue letting him know that soon he would be able to speak, and then
he touched his ears, because they were about to hear.
But it is what comes next that is remarkable, because before Jesus said the
words,… “ he looked to heaven and then he sighed and said to the man
Ephphatha, or be opened!” And the man could speak plainly and he could
hear. But it was the sigh that got me. He sighed; and we have all sighed…if you
have children you have sighed, right? Anxiety and unintended pain cause us to
sigh but Jesus felt the burden of the man’s handicap knowing that he was not
designed by the creator to suffer imbalance. God still groans for us when he
sees the suffering and our many struggles, and that should bring us hope. God
cares and he will give you beauty for ashes, he bottles your tears.He sighs.
So this January be opened then, because you may not be deaf and unable to
speak; yet you just may be missing the still small voice of the God that sighs
for you.Greet the New Year with the salutation of, Ephphatha, be opened! Be
open to new experiences, be open to people different from yourself. Find a
new way to serve and find a new voice in the world today.By being the hope
and comfort to those around us we become more like Christ and I believe that
Jesus smiles when he watches us behaving as we were designed. And that is so
hard for us to do isn’t it, but if you keep up with your Bible Challenge I
promise you will find something new in an old story. What makes you a
genius is to re-imagine that story as relates to your life today,really it does
because the definition of genius is seeing things in a new way. Ephphatha! Be
opened! And be the many hands that share the impulse of God’s beating heart.
Be a genius!
Many hands one heart,
Elizabeth

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
1st
Shannon McCrackenTonroy
4th
Karen Zickler
th
4
Linda Hunter
4th
Lee Haile
th
4
Bob Kyle
th
6
Catherine Ringel
6th
Cole Warren
th
9
Donna Sheeds
th
9
Scott Harrison
13th Mark Wright
13th Myha Knowles
15th Bob Major
15th Madelynn Laine
16th Brylie Anne Baker
17th Cade Koenig
18th Susan Barden
19th Sally Sheeds
20th Shawn Morrison
21st Leslie Rector
21st Linda Bausch
22nd Guy Wolf
25th Maryjane Linson
26th Cathy McRorey
27th Sheila Antenen
28th Jackie Rigsby
28th Susan Hollingsworth
28th John Pearce
29th Alyssa Cothran
31st John Whitacre
The Deadline for
submission to the
February Newsletter is
Wednesday, January
18th. Bring your articles
to Cheryl in the church
office or email Cathy at
cathy.mcrorey@yahoo.c
om. I love pictures! If
you have photos of
church events you
would be willing to
share I would love for
you to send them to me
for use in the
newsletter.

50+ Things You Miss by Not Attending Church
(For space concerns, we will print lists of ten over the next 5 newsletters
or you can go online and see the whole list for yourself along with other
resources, The first 10 appeared in the October 2016 Trumpet Newsletter
and can be found on our website)
31. You miss out on rejoicing at seeing new brothers and sisters brought to faith (Acts 16:5 ).
32. You miss out on inviting non-Christian friends and family to church to hear about Christ
(Matthew 28:18-20 ; Colossians 4:5 ).
33 You miss out on welcoming others as Christ has welcomed you (Romans 15:7 ).
34 You miss out on experiencing how God’s love is perfected in us through His body (1 John
4:12 ).
35 You miss out on allowing God’s Word, God’s Spirit, and God’s people to help you grow in
Christ-like maturity (2 Timothy 3:16-17 ; Psalm 19:7 ; Ephesians 4:11-14 ).
36 You miss out on experiencing the Holy Spirit dwelling in the fellowship of the church (2
Corinthians 13:14 ).
37 You miss out on receiving continual reminders of your position and identity in Christ (2
Corinthians 5:17 ; Titus 3:3-7 ).
38 You miss out on being influenced by godly men and women who love Jesus more than the
world,1 and in turn influencing others (Titus 2:1-8 ).
39 You miss out on seeing how Jesus, the head of the church, works through His body to
accomplish His mission in the world (Ephesians 5:23 ; Colossians 1:18 ).
40 You miss out on making your closest friends those who pursue Christ from pure hearts (2
Timothy 2:22

January 21, 2017 in Fredricksburg
8:45 am Registration
10:00 – 3:30pm Sessions
12:00-1:30 Lunch & Keynote Speaker
Contact Cheryl to Sign-up

Finance
Local Church Trustees
SPRC/PPRC
Lay Servant Ministry
Local Church Lay Leader
Admin Board/Council-Mission or Meetings For the Small Church/For
the Large Church
Emergency Preparedness in the Local Church
Tools to Increase Effectiveness in Your Local Church
Biblical Storytelling & Interpretation of the Narrative
Academy of Spiritual Formation
So Now I am the Youth Leader. What Now
Faith Formation: Discovering God at work in the lives of Children &
Youth

Safe Sanctuaries: Policies, Procedures, and Implementation Plans
Connecting Neighbors
Disaster Emotional & Spiritual Care
MISSIONS; IT WORKED FOR US
Glory Garden - Barnett Chapeld
Back to School
Recovery Program at Chapel Hill
Medical Mission Trips
Youth Mission Trips to Mission: Border Hope, Eagle Pass
UMW
INCLUDING MISSION FAIR & LABYRINTH
CHILD CARE AVAILABLE
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Rev. Tanya
Eustace
Campen
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New Bible Study Offerings in the New Year
Dead Sea Scrolls: On January 11th at 10 AM in the Fellowship Hall, we will begin a new
DVD course taught by Gary Rendsburg of Rutgers University on the Dead Sea Scrolls. These
scrolls were part of the library of the Essenes, a Jewish Sect, which lived in Qumran, Israel, about
the time of Christ’s birth. They were initially discovered in 1947 by a Bedouin shepherd who
was chasing an errant goat into a cave. This was eventually determined to be the greatest
archaeological discovery of the 20th century. The course includes 36 lectures. We will meet
weekly in the Fellowship Hall for an hour and a half each class. During that period, we will view
two 30 min. lectures and discuss each. The course will end on March 22nd. Bob Major will
facilitate the discussion. He can be reached at 796 7996
Learn to Guard What God Has Entrusted To You: In this 6-session Bible study, Beth will
encourage you to guard what God has entrusted to you, further His kingdom by sharing
Christ with others, and pour into future generations just as Paul once mentored Timothy.
This study will begin Wednesday, January 11, 2017 at 6:30 pm in the cut ups room and is
facilitated by Cathy McRorey. The participant books are $13 each and the money for your
book can be given to Cheryl in the church office. Please contact Cathy for more information
at 830-328-1096.
THE PURPOSE OF CHRISTMAS: An “After” Advent Study. At the very first Christmas – the
birth of Jesus – an angel announced three things. In those statements, we find the three
purposes of Christmas: Christmas is a time for celebration; Christmas is a time for salvation;
and, Christmas is a time for reconciliation. This three-week session will begin on
Wednesday, January 4th and end on Wednesday, January 18th and will go from 6:30-8 pm in
the church library. Sessions will include a brief DVD taught by Pastor Rick Warren followed
by group interaction and discussion. Come join with us as we discern together why we
celebrate Christmas and how it can change our lives forever. Larry McRorey will be the
facilitator for this study.

Ecumenical Bible Study: Everyone is welcome to join the Ecumenical Bible
Study that meets on Thursday evenings. A group of people generally meet for
dinner at 5 pm and then go on to the study, but if you just want to join the study that
is great too. The group meets at 6:30 pm in a home at Bridlegate. They meet year
around and various members choose the study so we get a wide variety of styles and
topics. Contact Roberta Himebrook at 830-460-0242 for more information.

Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study: Come join us on Monday mornings for
a time of fellowship and study. We meet around 9:45 am in the fellowship hall for
coffee and donuts and the begin the Bible Study at 10 am. We meet year around so
we are always starting new studies, so all are welcome any time. Contact Karen
Hoskelis for more information at 830-796-7479.

More Ponderings from the Pastor
Dear Friends,
Greetings in this new year. A fresh start with a fresh perspective. I
gave up the practice of making New Year resolutions years ago, mainly
because my good intentions easily get overshadowed by other more pressing
things in my life. My resolve to lose weight is easily corrupted by the
necessity of having to catch a fast food lunch on the way to a meeting or
hospital visit. My resolve to sleep more and get more quality rest is easily
corrupted by late night meetings or other responsibilities that go on long
after most people are off the clock. My resolve to turn my phone off or at
least put it in silent mode, is easily corrupted by the emergency call for
assistance or other basics of life. I am not complaining, but New Year
resolutions are not reasonable expectations for me. What is reasonable
though is to continue to be the best person God has created and equipped
me to be and to strive to be the best pastor I am humanly capable of
becoming.
I want to say thank you to the many of you who sent cards, gifts,
money and other surprises to me during the holidays. It is my resolve to
send a thank you note to each and every one of you.(wink, wink).
Furthermore, thank you for the generous Christmas bonuses for myself and
the church staff. I feel it is important to show our appreciation for jobs
well done and you have responded accordingly. Thank you as well for the
time off this past week. I have been in much need of time just to recover
and re-create after a very busy holiday season.
The New Year will bring a few changes to Bandera UMC. Most
noticeably, in our Music programming. For the last six months or so, Esther,
myself and others have been in honest and forthright conversation about
music and fine arts programming at BUMC. Although adequate, we are aware
that things can and should be better. Not having a regular accompanist has
certainly hampered opportunity, but with Esther’s expertise and grace, we
are soldiering on. (Note: We reviewed ONE applicant for the accompanist
position, but the demand for $250/week seemed excessive and unreasonable
to us. That applicant has since withdrawn his interest in the position) As
announced this past Sunday, a new rehearsal schedule for existing music
programs will take effect immediately. This information has already been
posted and received by those currently involved in these various arenas. We

hope the new scheduling makes it easier for more folks to consider becoming
a part of a potentially dynamic music ministry.
Furthermore, beginning in February our early worship service will see
the addition of three lead voices and HOPEFULLY some additional musical
accompaniment. In addition to the three or four voices currently singing at
8:30, Cathy McRorey, Bonnie Bevers and Shikisha Coloney will add to the mix
with a variety of harmonies and worshipful music arrangements. All three
of these ladies have backgrounds in leading praise teams and worship events.
Along with Esther on vocals and keyboard, and with existing voices, we are
excited about the possibility of what this will bring to our early morning
worship. As a result, we will begin to see some additional tweeking to both
services to better insure the overall flow of the worship experience at both
service times. And with overwhelming support from all groups, Holy
Communion at both services every Sunday will remain as a vital part of our
worship together.
Our Stephen Ministers will take on a more active role in visitation and
serving Communion to our shut ins and others on a regular basis and our
Prayer Ministry Team hopes to become more engaged with additional prayer
and healing opportunities for our community. Bandera UMC will consider a
covenantal partnership with Hill Country Daily Bread and Methodist
Healthcare Ministries to help address some of the ongoing social and
economic concerns plaguing our community. I want to say thank you to all of
you who volunteered your time and attention to delivering food boxes and
information to those families whom we had initial contact with either
through a ramp project or via the UMARMY this past summer. What an
incredible testimony by our church of its commitment to helping others and
a prelude of even greater things to come.
Bandera UMC will celebrate our Sesquicentennial Anniversary (150
years) on April 30, 2017. The countdown has already begun! I am looking for
creative and imaginative folks who would be willing to sit down and discuss
the particulars of what is involved in planning and implementing a celebration
of this magnitude. I have in mind specific responsibilities, but am open to all
ideas and interests. I ESPECIALLY want to hear from our children, youth
and young people in this process.
Of all the many, many good and wonderful things happening in and
through our church, we still have work to do. I know we can’t fix everything,
but if we can address or make aware some of the persistent concerns around
us, then perhaps we can make the Kingdom of God a little more real and

personal to our closest neighbors. Please continue to hold your church, your
leadership and your pastor up in your thoughts and prayers. It promises to
be a busy New Year and to God be the glory for it all!
See you Sunday!
Larry

Jan. 1
Elizabeth & Sally Sheeds
Jan. 8
First service: Lindsy Lewis
Second Service: Marcus Grant & Mary Freeman
Jan. 15
First Service: Logan Harmon
Second Service: Ryleigh Laine & Alyssa Sheeds
Jan. 22
First Service: Porter Bernard
Second Service: Onna Shaw & Anthony Davis
Jan. 29
5th Sunday Service: One Service at 10 am
Ozzie Knowles & Cheyenne Sheeds

In addition to
the cold
weather
outside, many
people
experience winters in their
personal lives. A recent loss
through death, divorce, or
relocation may leave them feeling
lonely. A hospitalization, a cancer
diagnosis, or ongoing medical
problems may leave them feeling
isolated. The loss of a job, the fear
of layoffs, or a financial setback
can devastate one’s self-esteem.
Family and personal struggles
may leave them with nowhere to
turn for support.If you are going
through a difficult time, our
Stephen Ministers can bring God’s
warm love back into your life.
They provide confidential, one-toone Christian care. They will meet
with you privately on a weekly
basis to listen, to support and
encourage you, to pray with and
for you, and to walk with you for
the duration of your crisis. To find
out more about Stephen Ministry
and how you or someone you
know could be matched with a
Stephen Minister, talk with
Roberta Himebrook, Cathy

McRorey or Larry McRorey. Our
Stephen Ministers are ready to
care for you!
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St. Nicholas Festival
We had a great time again this year. Lots of fun icing cookies, making
terra cotta nativity sets,

Decorating hymnals, ornaments, and wool felted angels. Not to mention
the fun a group of Dad’s had at the coloring table…very therapeutic.

Happy New Year! I hope that all of you had a Blessed and Holy Christmas Season.
With the start of 2017 comes the start of the Spring semester for all of our kids, youth,
teachers, and administrators. Kids for Christ and CREW will resume this week (1/4), so it
is time, yet again, to sign up to help with our Wednesday Night Meals. Please look over
the dates below and prayerfully consider helping us out this semester. The following
dates are still in need of volunteers:
January 25, 2017 -February 1, 2017 -February 8, 2017 -February 15, 2017 -February 22, 2017 -March 1, 2017 -March 8, 2017 -March 22, 2017 -March 29, 2017 -April 5, 2017 -April 19, 2017 -April 26, 2017 -May 3, 2017 -May 10, 2017 -May 17, 2017 -May 17, 2017 -May 24, 2017 -May 31, 2017 -This is an important ministry for our kids, youth, and families. Please consider
contributing to this worthwhile effort.
Blessings,
Bonnie L. Bevers, M.A.
Director of Student Ministries
Bandera United Methodist Church
1103 Cedar Street / PO Box 128
Bandera, Texas 78003
830.796.3849 - office
830.460.8160 - FAX

Helping Hand
As 2016 has ended, Helping Hand is so thankful for
all who helped us in so many ways. Your donations
of food and items for our Thrift Store, helping with
ringing the bell for the red kettle, supporting our
golf fundraiser, helping with Spirits of Christmas,
and monetary donations have made our mission of
helping the needy of Bandera County possible.
At this time of cold weather, we are in need of
coats, sweaters, jackets, blankets, and heaters. Also,
for January our special food request is beans and
rice.
Our Event Center is available for parties, weddings,
reunions, and other functions. If interested,
contact Helping Hand.
We at Helping Hand thank you for your continued
contributions. Thank you Bandera UMC for
supporting this mission outreach.
Marianne Sandidge
Helping Hand Representative

e Stewardship or should it be:
” Teach your children well” well”
I watch the kids during the Children’s
Sermon and it is good to see so many
beamish faces crowding around to hear
what Pastor has to share. It is always a
good story and then there is candy too, but
hey a spoonful of sugar and all that, it’s all
good. The thing that gives me hope is
knowing that these young folks are going to
be the ones carrying the message of Christ
to whatever Bandera United Methodist will
look like in the future…I imagine it huge
and vital and occupying every inch of
precious space we can find! I am excited for
the future but I got to thinking that as I
write to you each month about your
prayers, your presence, your gifts, your
service and your witness and I began to
wonder if your children are watching. What
do they see you doing? Good habits need
exercise because it makes every part of us
better, so in the words of Crosby, Stills and
Nash…. teach your children well.

Blessings,
Larry Scott

Brooke with Santa at the
Kid’s Kingdom photos with
Santa fundraiser. A Big
Thank you to Santa…a right
jolly man who wore and
awesome hat!
Thank you too for your
generosity. Because of
your love and support we
have met our scholarship
fundraising goal. Your
support will ensure that
children that want to be a
part of our program but
can’t afford the full tuition
will still be able to come.

