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Home in a Week 
 

On the week of January 19-25, ten people from our church joined with many more from several other United 

Methodist churches to build an entire three bedroom home from the ground up in less than a week.  While 

walls, trusses and floor boxes were all built ahead of time, those of us who gathered down in the Rio Grande 

Valley were able to give the Carbajal family the keys to their new home and pray for them as they begin a brand 

new chapter in their life.  This beautiful family of six (parents with four daughters) were overwhelmed that we 

were able to finish their new home so quickly – complete with paint on the walls and new appliances in place. 

 

What a blessing it was to be part of such a loving community of brothers and sisters in Christ as we worked 

from early in the morning to late in the afternoon on this amazing labor of love.  Rachael was able to work 

alongside some several others to lay the flooring throughout the whole house, Elias and Micah got to spend 

time helping under, around and even on top of the house at various times doing various things.  Bill Beal was 

able to be there from start to finish and helped out anywhere and everywhere – always willing to give guidance 

where he could.  Tom Connor showed up just in time to help secure the flooring boxes in place – he seemed 

pretty thrilled to get to use some of the tools that he has had laying around the house for far too long.  The trio 

of Conrad Nightingale, Lee Whitlock and Tom Lister are now experts at drywall and I am sure they would love 

to help any of you with your drywall projects (heh, heh!)  Finally, Bonnie Bevers used more power tools and 

enjoyed being on the actual construction side of things for a change – she usually helps plan and lead mission 

trip and doesn’t get to experience the other side. 

 

This was my fifth or sixth time to participate in this amazing experience.  Each time I am blown away by what 

God can accomplish with willing hearts and a lot of elbow grease.  It gives me hope to know that there is 

another family with a roof over their head, whose children are safe and who can experience the comfort of hot 

running water.  I am forever thankful for the blessing it is to serve in this way.  I hope and pray that you will 

consider joining us next year – same time, same place!   

Pastor Kyle Toomire 

 

 

The Pastor’s Corner 
What an amazing new year we have had so far!  We have already had ten people join our church, we have 

launched several Bible studies and several more are beginning soon, we have helped other churches build a 

home in a week for a family in South Texas, and we have all learned to be joyful in hope, patient in affliction 

and faithful in prayer.  And it is just the first month!!!  God is so very good and I am so thankful to get to serve 

Him alongside all of you here at Bandera UMC! 

 

Looking ahead, we have another amazing year in store.  The building committee is meeting THIS week to begin 

plans to move forward.  In the coming weeks, we will launch Financial Peace University (see below) and in the 

coming months, we will launch a new partnership with Hill Country Daily Bread where we will be better able 

to serve the physical, emotional and spiritual needs of people in our area who are suffering.   

 

I am excited to remind you that the leadership of our church has decided that we will have many different 

opportunities over the coming months to reach new people in our area.  We are hoping to reach senior citizens, 

families with special needs, even more youth and children, and the underserved and less fortunate among us.  

And these are not all.  It is our hope that from these outreaches, we will find opportunity for continued and 

ongoing ministry.  
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All of this means that we will need MANY MORE of you to step up into leadership and servant roles.  I believe 

that God’s Spirit is planting the seed in some of you even as you read this.  If you would be willing to serve, 

please let me know.   

 

Thank you and thank God for you! 

Pastor Kyle 

 

Birthdays 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

2nd Edith Applegate 

3rd Alice Koenig 

4th Kylee Henderson 

6th Louise Henson 

6th Michelle Navarro 

7th Sharon Anderwald 

7th Lincoln Wood 

9th Lynn Post 

9th Lilly Putney 

9th Ginger Goode 

10th Sharon Cameron 

10th Mary Freeman  

10th Roger Gomez 

11th Sara Scott 

11th Judith Meade 

12th Shelby Colsten 

14th Gloria Robbins 

14th Bill Pearce 

15th Theresa Espinosa 

16th Austin Wilson 

18th Larry Scott 

19th Lisa White 

20th Mason Walls 

20th Kristin Montague 

21st Tanner Gooding 

21st Connie Young 

22nd Sissie Sandidge 

23rd Diane Conoly 

23rd Christina Freeman 

24th Alice Anne Nix 

28th Loren Putney 

28th Carol Wolf 
 

 

 

 

Letter to Church Family from Mineanna James 
 

Dear Church Family,  

     A much belated but very heart-felt thank you to you all for your prayers, cards, calls, advice, hours of 

physical presence, good thoughts, and all the other ways in which you supported my mother Elizabeth and me 

throughout these last 10 months. 

Let all that 

you do be 

done with 

LOVE 
1 Corinthians 16:14 NKJV 



5 

 

     It's been an adjustment for both of us, but we've been blessed to have wonderful people in our lives when 

we've needed them the most, both in our church family and elsewhere, and I wouldn't have made it through 

without all of them.  Mom seems content and is settled in at The Haven at Stone Oak where I know she's 

receiving excellent care.  I'm always so grateful and feel newly blessed each time I see the staff interact with 

her and other patients, and feel certain that I couldn't have found a better place for her, and others who have 

visited seem to agree.  It was truly an answer to prayer. 

     We're not certain that she still recognizes anyone but me, and she sometimes refers to me in the third person 

while speaking to me, but she still has her manners and she still prays. The staff has told me this, and I've seen 

it myself.  There are even times when she talks about going to church next Sunday. She hasn't forgotten what's 

most important to her.   

     The church has been such an important part of our lives for so many decades, and even though I haven't 

been able to participate in years, I've come to know many people through Mom.  I'm so grateful for their 

willingness to help us when we were in need, whether by volunteering to stay with her before she went to The 

Haven, providing financial advice, or giving me support as the members of The Walk Sunday School class and 

others did.  I'm sure that it would all mean a great deal to Mom; I know that it has to me.  I hope to someday be 

able to return the favor or at least to bless someone else as we have been so richly blessed. 

     Thank you again, and may God bless you all-- 

                                                                                                                Elizabeth and Minneana James 

 

United Methodist Women 
 

UMW had a wonderful Christmas brunch at Rachel Toomire’s home. Daily needs bags were prepared for 

Helping Hands to use for those in need. 
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February news for UMW 

The next UMW meeting is February 14th@ 9:30 in the library. The hostess is Linda Hunter and there will be 

lots of Valentine conversation to start your day off on a sweet note. 

 

Bring a friend and come hear what's happening this year in global and local missions and service projects and 

enjoy the supportive Christian fellowship of these lovely ladies.  
 

  Helping Hand 
 

Helping Hand had some very impressive information for 2018 worth sharing.   

 Total individuals aided: 4,491  

 Total families aided 1,541 

 Food given to 3,621 people  

 Clothes given to 690 people,  

 School supplies totaling 3,087 given to 230 children.   

The monetary value given away in 2018 was food $138,440, clothes $12,830, household items $4,600, toiletries 

$4,800, furniture $159,500, all for a total of $320,170.  All this is possible by the generous donations we receive. 

 

Also, Spirit of Christmas gave 5 gifts each to 262 children, and later 63 children received gifts. 

A total of 67 Thanksgiving meals were given also.   

 

Thanks to all the bell ringers, Ringing the Bell donations amounted to $11,916.78. 

 

Our special food item for February will be pasta of all sorts.   But, any food item is appreciated. 

 

On Saturday, February 14, at 6:30, we're having a prime rib dinner/dance at the Helping Hand Event Center.  

Eat and enjoy dancing to the Rebel Roxie Band.  Contact Helping Hand to purchase tickets to support this fund 

raising Valentine event. 
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Thanks again to all who continue to support this important mission of our church. 

 

Marianne Sandidge 

Helping Hand Representative 

 

Stephen Ministry 
CareNotes Corner 

 

The CareNotes outreach is sponsored by the Stephen Ministry of Bandera UMC.  CareNotes are written to offer 

strength, help, and healing for those who are hurting.  The adult booklets are located in Fellowship Hall, in the 

entry, on the right wall close to the double doors.  The youth booklets are located close to the youth classroom. 

 

CareNotes featured for this month: 

 

ADULTS:  Taking Care of Yourself While Grieving 

 Grief is a wound that causes spiritual, emotional, and physical pain.  This booklet provides ways to take 

care of your physical self, your emotional self, and your spiritual self so you can find your way toward healing. 

 

TEENS:  Anger.  When You Feel Like You’re Going to Explode 

 Everyone gets angry.  The way we handle anger determines whether we have a destructive or a 

constructive experience.  This booklet goes through the steps that will help you make anger your friend. 

 

CHILDREN:  Feeling Bad, Getting Better 

 Being sick is no fun.  It’s normal to feel mad, or sad, or scared.  This booklet talks about ways to make 

these bad feelings better, so your body can heal. 

 

Financial Report 
 

For the year 2018 our income was $477.04 over budget and expenses were $16126.11 under budget. However, 

the audit expense is not included in that and it should be roughly $7500.00. We also paid off the note to the 

Texas Methodist Foundation for the expansion project.  

 

 

Wayne Antenen 

Finance Chair 

 

Bonnie’s Beat 
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