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The Trumpet
December 2016
Upcoming Events
12.2 & 12.3
Cut Ups Holiday Bazaar
12.4
Church Charge Conference @
5 pm—Fellowship Hall
12.11
Youth Gingerbread House &
Chili Cook-off 12 pm
Advent Music Festival at 6:30 pm

12.24
Christmas Eve
5 pm Family Service
7 pm Traditional Service
12.25
Christmas Day
One Service @ 10 am
1.1
New Year’s Day
One Service @ 10 am

Ponderings from the Pastor
Dear Friends,
Greetings in the powerful name of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ! As I write this, I find myself overwhelmed with gratitude for the
year we have had at Bandera UMC. It is hard to believe I am in my
third year as pastor of this church. It is said, time flies when you’re
having fun and I can attest to that! We are having fun! So much good
has happened and is happening, but I will give credit where it is due
and let our leadership celebrate all the accomplishments we have
experienced as they provide that information in their respective
mission and ministry reports at this Church Conference.
For my report this year, I am choosing to focus on the work yet
to be done at Bandera UMC. Over the course of this past year, we have
experienced a significant deepening of discipleship at BUMC with more
people involved in more ways. Our campus is full and alive with
children and youth and adults most days of the week and we continue
to be known as the church “where things are happening.” A newcomer
to BUMC shared with me what was happening in Bandera and
especially with the churches in town. She was told enthusiastically,
“Go to the Methodist Church. They always have something going on.”
Not a bad advertisement, I would say. Our partnerships with Bandera
ISD, the Boys and Girls Club of Bandera County, Young Life, Boy Scouts,
Girl Scouts, Dexter and 4-H as well as the Blessings in a Backpack and
LARK groups, keep our presence alive in the community and give us a
great opportunity to continue to welcome people to our campus from
all over the surrounding area. Some of these folks have no church
affiliation or preference, yet consider BUMC as their church. Again,
another sign of our significance in this community and in the lives of
others.

Continued on page 2...

Ponderings from the Pastor Continued …

What they experience at BUMC is a place and a people who truly want to engage our community and work
together to make things a bit better for all involved. There have been many highlights over the past year and
we certainly have done much work for the Kingdom of which we can be proud. But even so, I am mindful of
those we have yet to reach and engage in meaningful relationship. If I had to choose one thing that has been
the most eye opening this year, it was the revelation that came out of the conclusion of our study When
Helping Hurts. It became apparent to me, the true desire for this church to be intentionally connected to
those who are broken in our community. You have heard me reference this “brokenness” more than once in
a sermon or two of late. Examples of brokenness in our community include among others; single parents
who are overwhelmed with life and all the issues that come with that reality. There are those seeking
affordable, Christian based childcare that allows for persons to seek gainful employment at reasonable times
and in reasonable places. There is a need for relevant and affordable parenting classes and skills. There is a
need to offer basic life skills demonstrations such as cooking, cleaning, budgeting, dressing properly,
etiquette, etc. There are several special interest groups in our community looking for a place to be based and
seek community. And we must reconnect with those families who were served this summer with the
UMARMY mission camp in Bandera. I believe we have the time and the space as well as adequate resources
to move forward in this new vision. We must be diligent in our prayers and in seeking God’s guidance in
these matters. It will be the task of our Missions and Outreach team in addition with our newly established
Evangelism team to work out the details of all this. In the meantime, we will seek to further a working
partnership with Hill Country Daily Bread Ministries as well as Methodist Healthcare Ministries to utilize
resources already available to insure the viability of this new way forward for BUMC. It will remain our goal
to be the church in the community where folks can come to get a hand up, not necessarily a hand out. And
we will seek to continue to be the place where all persons are treated with respect as they find a welcoming
place to experience the love and grace of God through our words and actions and deeds.
The other significant highlight for me this year came as our Budget and Finance Team was tasked with
making difficult decisions to bring our budgetary requirements more closely in line with expected giving in
the new year. In doing so, there was adamant determination that we would not stifle our growth or our
discipleship by cutting back on opportunities for folks to come into relationship with and experience the
goodness and grace of God through the many opportunities available at BUMC. And because we seek to put
God first in what we say and do, and because we believe in putting our money where our mouth is, we will
find a way to move forward in making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. We will
not let the fear of finances hold us back in our mission and ministry for we believe that God’s economy is one
of abundance and not scarcity. This is a sign of a very healthy church and one that honors our calling and
equipping from God. Please take some time to read the various reports at this Conference and in so doing,
stop and give God glory and praise for the work he is doing in the hearts, minds, words and actions of the
people called Methodist in Bandera. God is good and all is well!
Thank you for the privilege of serving as your pastor.

Larry

Bonnie’s Beat
The holidays have arrived! How did that happen?!? I feel like school started last week. All kidding aside,
this is my favorite time of year. The weather starts to cool down, family and friends gather to celebrate
all that we should be thankful for, and most importantly, we usher in our Lord and Savior. People across
the world come together to celebrate Christianity, and for just a little while, everything seems a little bit
more peaceful.
The last few weeks have been busy for our youth and volunteers. We hosted our annual Trunk-or-Treat
event on October 31st. It was a great success. We had kids from all over the region come out to get
candy, enter the costume contests, and spend an evening of family fun with our BUMC family.
Last weekend our youth group joined Fredericksburg UMC’s youth at Highland Lakes Camp for a Fall
Retreat. We ate, sang songs, played games, worshipped, and praised God in a beautiful setting. New
friendships were formed and memories made. God was truly present in that place. Everyone had a
wonderful time as we learned about Knowing the Heart of Jesus, and how He works in our lives each
day, growing and changing us into the people He created us to be.
As we enter this season of waiting, I ask each of you to take a moment each to pray for all of our young
people. Teenagers today are the most exhausted generation this world has ever seen. They go and do
16-18 hours a day; playing sports, attending school, participating in extra-curricular activities, doing
homework, coming to church/youth group, and all the other commitments they have. I challenge each
of our congregation members to get to know one of our kiddos this Christmas season. Pick a youth you
don’t know well, or a child that is new to our congregation. One of the things I love most about the
Methodist church is our focus on connectionism. That begins here, in our own congregation, getting to
know those of other backgrounds, generations, and opinions.
UPCOMING EVENTS:
Please join us on December 11th after the late service (around noon) for our Annual Gingerbread House
Auction and Chili Cook-off. There will be excellent prizes for the Chili Cook-off winner (Pampered Chef
items). It is an opportunity for you to come support our kids, and the activities we have planned for
2017, such as a Mid-Winter Retreat, summer Mission Trips, and other camps and worship opportunities.
The kids will provide a Christmas Program during lunch, to be followed by our Auction.
150 Day Bible Challenge! Beginning December 1st the youth will begin reading the Bible, to be finished
in 150 days, to coincide with BUMC’s 150 Days of Prayer leading up to our 150 th birthday in April. We
invite all those in the congregation and community to join us as we embark on this exciting challenge! A
daily reading schedule can be found on the church website, as well as in the church office.

Beyond thankful for my church family #CallGod
~JT Milner

Thanks for the care package!
One very happy TCU student
~Rachael Phenicie

Thank you for sending the goodie box. It was a great
surprise. I want to thank everybody who participated
as I think they would have enjoyed it as well as thank
Bonnie for coordinating the entire thing. I am beyond
blessed for the continued support from the church
family.
~Kyle Wilson

Thanks everyone! <3 ~Seva Nix
High School C.R.E.W. packed care packages for all of our college students across the country.
We sent 25 boxes this year! How awesome is that! To know that there are that many young
people on college campuses across the US with ties to Bandera UMC, what a Blessing!

Kid’s for Christ
Kids for Christ will follow the school calendar for Nov. and Dec. If there is no school,
there is no KFC.

All elementary and middle school youth who would like to have a part in the
Christmas play, let me know. We will have two short practices, probably during
Sunday School, Dec. 4 and 11th, and then will perform the play during lunch at the
Youth gingerbread house luncheon. The play is called the Symbols of Christmas
and features a family where the mom teaches the kids about what the symbols of
Christmas mean. There are up to 18 speaking parts, and only a few need to be
memorized.
In His Service,
Shawn

We would like to thank you for all of your support this past year
and we look forward to the year ahead. Thank you to all those
who volunteered to ring the bell at Lowe’s. All the money
collected goes to Helping Hand. We are collecting: pasta and
sauce for the month of December.

and

Bandera UMW will meet on Thursday, December 8, 2016. We begin at
9:30 am and will meet in the fellowship hall. Everyone are welcome.

Greetings Faithful Community!
Don't forget we will be having a special gathering in December celebrating 25 years of Walk to
Emmaus in the Hill Country. Ask anyone who has been on a walk or participated on a team
during the last 25 years to come and partake in the celebration on Monday, December 5th! The
Meal is at 6 pm in the gym with the gathering at 7 pm in the sanctuary.

Many Blessings and De Colores!
Tim Bolton
timdbolton@gmail.com
Communications Coordinator
Hill Country Emmaus Community

Reunion Group Opportunities
We currently have 2 reunion groups meeting. The ladies are meeting on Tuesday evenings
at 5 pm in the sanctuary, and the men are meeting in the Cut Ups room on Wednesday
evenings after the meal around 5:45 pm. We would welcome more people in our groups. If
you have been on a Walk to Emmaus and are not part of a reunion group, we would love to
help you find one that works for you or help form another group if needed. Contact Bonnie
Bevers or Sharon Anderwald for more information.

We are always in need of peanut butter.
One pound jars ONLY, please.

You can bring them to the church office. Thank you for supporting the children in
our community.

Christmas Online Giving
Did you know you can donate to the church in honor or memory of a friend or
loved one, or make a gift to a group or organization online? When you go to
the website and click on the online giving button you see this screen:
Online Donation
View Mobile Site

Return to our Home Page

Donations
If you’ve already created a profile, please “Log In” on the right, otherwise continue.

General Operating:
In Honor/Memory Of:

Total:
Donation Frequency:

Donation Start Date:

(About recurring donations)

mm/dd/yy

Continue

Simply put your donation amount in the box next to In Honor/Memory of: and
then you can put a name or a group like Kid’s Kingdom and how often you
want the donation or gift to occur and hit continue. Vanco Payment Solutions
have the highest security levels available on the market so your payments are
secure. Online payments may be set up as a one-time gift or a regular draft from
a bank account or credit/debit card. If the online system is overwhelming but you
would like to be able to have an automatic transfer of funds, come by the office
and Cheryl will be happy to get you a paper authorization form.

Kid’s Kingdom
Thank you for your gifts so far, but we have not yet made our goal.
Because of a commitment to being a family-friendly child outreach of this church, Kids’
Kingdom has not raise tis tuition in many, many years. At the same time, the program does
not use any funds from the church budget. Kids’ Kingdom is a self-supporting program with
tuition covering the cost of staff as well as materials and supplies. Our preschool program
is highly regarded –Bandera ISD welcomes our students,
Recognizing their excellent preparation for entry into kindergarten. In addition, the
children receive instruction in an age appropriate, God enriched environment.
We have a staff of here who are presently serving 18 children. Each year we provide
a partial scholarship of $75.00 per month to each of three eligible children. The full tuition
is $150.00 per month for ten months, following the Bandera ISD school calendar.
Kids’ Kingdom last head a scholarship fundraiser in 2012. This congregation was so
generous at that time that we have not needed to ask for more support until now.
The goal of $6,000 will ensure that Kids’ Kingdom can continue to provide
scholarship assistance in the years to come. If you would like to help please identify
your check/donation as “Kids’ Kingdom Scholarship Fund”. You can also donate
online on the BUMC website by designating that your gift is for Kids’ Kingdom.

Dec. 4
First: Maci Morrison & Logan Harmon
Second: Alyssa & Cheyenne Sheeds
Dec. 11
First: Hannah Edwards & Lindsy Lewis
Second: Marcus Grant & Anthony Davis
Dec. 18
First: Ozzie Knowles & Michelle Linson
Second: Mary Freeman & Onna Shaw
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve
First (5 pm): Logan Harmon & Ryleigh Laine
Second (7 pm): Hannah Edwards, Michelle Linson, & Maci Morrison
Dec. 25 Christmas Day (10:45 am only)
Hannah Edwards

50+ Things You Miss by Not Attending Church
(For space concerns, we will print lists of ten over the next 5 newsletters or you
can go online and see the whole list for yourself along with other resources, The
first 10 appeared in the October 2016 Trumpet Newsletter and can be found on
our website)
21. You miss out on serving others and taking your eyes off yourself (Romans 12:9-13).
22. You miss out on being in the center of God’s will, which is revealed as we obey and renew
our minds in his truth (Proverbs 3:5-6; Romans 12:1-2; 1 Thessalonians 5:15-18).
23. You miss out on celebrating the gospel through baptism (Romans 6:4).
24. You miss out on regular participation in the Lord’s Supper to join saints throughout history
to celebrate the saving work of Christ and anticipate his future reign
(1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Mark 14:22-25).
25. You miss out on practicing the “one another’s” with brothers and sisters in Christ (John
13:34-35; Ephesians 4:12; Romans 12:10-16; Galatians 5:13; etc.).
26. You miss out on corporately singing songs of praise to God (Colossians 3:16).
27. You miss out on being a testimony to the gospel’s saving and transforming power to the lost
world (John 13:34-35).
28. You miss out on uniting across barriers of race and economic status to stand united in the
gospel and make friends you wouldn’t ordinarily know (Ephesians 2:11-22; Ephesians 4:3;
James 2:1; Revelation 5:9).
29. You miss out on speaking the truth in love to other believers believing and/or practicing
unbiblical doctrines (Ephesians 4:15-16).
30. You miss out on bringing God delight as his gathered people (Zephaniah 3:17; Psalms
149:4).

Our 150th Anniversary will be here before we know it
so mark your calendars now! April 28-30th will be a
wonderful weekend for us all. We will kick off our
anniversary by praying. 150 days from Sunday, April 30 th is
December 1st. and so we ask that all of us pray for our church,
our community, our world, in many different ways: kids can
make prayer chains
and we will
also trace our hands as we pray, on a large piece of paper at
the St. Nicholas festival on Wednesday November 30th. The
praying hands will be hung up in the fellowship hall. The Youth
are reading the Bible in 150 and are encouraging all of us to join them. There are bookmarks in
the narthex to help guide you. Adult Sunday school class is making a list of all the Saints that
have gone before us at BUMC, and hopefully other groups will think about and find their own
way to visually express your prayers. We give thanks to God sustaining us, and growing with us,
as the faithful people of Bandera UMC and hope that through our prayers, our presence, our
gifts, our service, and our witness we will be here another 150 years.

Spring Bible Study Offerings

Learn to Guard What God Has Entrusted To You:
We were never meant to take this journey of faith alone or in
secret. God has entrusted us with the great and mighty gift of
the gospel, something too precious and life-giving to keep to
ourselves. In this 6-session Bible study, Beth will encourage
you to guard what God has entrusted to you, further His
kingdom by sharing Christ with others, and pour into future
generations just as Paul once mentored Timothy. Because in
this journey of joy and hardship, we need each other to stay the course and live
lives of faithfulness. This study will begin Wednesday, January 11, 2017 at 6:30
pm in the church library and is facilitated by Cathy McRorey. The participant
books are $13 each and the money for your book can be given to Cheryl in the
church office. Please contact Cathy for more information at 830-328-1096.

Stepping Up: A Journey Through the Psalms of Ascent by Beth Moore
is a Bible study of Psalms 120-134 and is covered over 6 weeks of
small group time and is facilitated by Cathy McRorey and we will meet
in the church library at 6:30 pm beginning Wednesday, February 22,
2017. Traveling pilgrims sang these psalms both on the way to the
great festivals of the LORD and as key elements of the worship at
those festivals. Just as a song or poem can express feelings of fear,
doubt, hope, and joy, these 15 psalms model how we can voice our
own petitions and praises to our God, who is always available and
ready to hear us. Explore the major feasts of Israel and journey with Beth through this 7session study (the 7th week is a bonus interview with Beth and others filmed on site in
Jerusalem). Themes of unity, joy, gratitude, redemption, repentance, the power of
blessings, facing ridicule, and more are explored in detail. Modern-day believers in Jesus
Christ can learn much from these treasured Psalms in their journey toward greater
intimacy with God. The participant books are $13 each and your money can be given to
Cheryl in the church office.

When God Rewrites Your Story: Every name tells a story.
Names in Scripture were often given to tell the story of a person’s identity,
upbringing, or character. When God transforms lives, He often brings more
than we bargained for: new identities, new journeys, even new names.
Namesake is a six-week Bible study that explores the transformational power
of God through the stories of biblical characters who met God and whose lives
and names were changed forever. As you meet Abraham and Sarah, Jacob,
Naomi, Daniel, Peter, and the unnamed woman, you will discover that God
wants to be just as intimately involved in your story, offering an identity that
shines with the purpose for which you were created. This study will begin on
Wednesday, May 3, 2017 at 6:30 pm in the church library. Participant books are $11 each and you can
give your money to Cheryl in the church office. Contact Cathy McRorey for more information about this
study.

Ecumenical Bible Study
Everyone is welcome to join the Ecumenical Bible Study that meets on Thursday evenings.
A group of people generally meet for dinner at 5 pm and then go on to the study, but if you
just want to join the study that is great too. The group meets at 6:30 pm in a home at
Bridlegate. They meet year around and various members choose the study so we get a wide
variety of styles and topics. Contact Roberta Himebrook at 830-460-0242 for more
information.

Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study
Come join us on Monday mornings for a time of fellowship and study. We meet around
9:45 am in the fellowship hall for coffee and donuts and the begin the Bible Study at 10 am.
We meet year around so we are always starting new studies, so all are welcome any time.
Contact Karen Hoskelis for more information at 830-796-7479.

Bandera United Methodist
Church
11th Street & Hackberry
Bandera, TX 78003
Office (830) 796-3849
Fax: (830) 460-8160
Website: Banderaumc.org
Facebook: Bandera United Methodist
Church
Staff
Senior Pastor: Rev. Larry McRorey
Director of Student Ministries:
Bonnie Bevers

Director of Children’s Ministries:
Shawn Morrison
Director of Fine Arts:
Esther Cook
Office & Facilities Administrator:
Cheryl Young
Newsletter:
Cathy McRorey (cathy.mcrorey@yahoo.com)

Deadline for the January
Newsletter is Monday
December 19th

Faith Community Choir Cantata & Hand bells
The Faith Community choir has been
practicing for this year’s Christmas
Cantata, “Lead Me Back to Bethlehem”.
The Community choir is blessed because
we have many people from many
churches in the county come together to
sing and celebrate the Saviors’ birth. The
dress rehearsal for the cantata
will be on
Saturday, December 10th at 2 pm for
those who can’t make it the next
evening. The Advent Music Festival which
will be on Sunday, December 11, at 6:30
pm at BUMC. Contact Esther for more
information.

I will praise You,
for I am fearfully and
wonderfully made;
Marvelous are Your
works, And that my soul
knows very well.

1st
1st
1st
2nd
6th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
12th
12th
13th
14th
14th
15th
15th
16th
16th
17th
17th

Whitley Whitewood
Marjorie Sullivan
Tom Brosz
Seva Nix
Mike Sheeds
Carson Cothran
Marilyn Dawson
Richard Cage
Eric Lawlis
Scott McClaugherty
Lola Post
Stephanie Lister
Dana Carman
Clay Conoly
Natalie Barnard
Bruce Martin
Steven Parks
Joe McMullan
Nikki Sandidge
Glen Ingram
Brianna Stenger

18th
18th
19th
19th
19th
19th
20th
23rd
23rd
24th
25th
25th
27th
27th
28th

Ttory Capes
Susie Lewis
Nancy Cecil
Michele Henderson
Caroline McClaugherty
Amy Wood
Courtney Small
Anne Munk
Raeleigh Ussery
Morris White
Travis Langford
Peggy Adams
Frank Hall
Marilyn Davenport
Chela Thompson

Spiders, Butterflies and Wilder Seas
You are always five feet from a spider…well
that’s troubling… and the possibility of danger can be
unsettling, because given free rein, fear can paralyze
our forward motion. So, when fear knocks, let faith
open the door. Excellent advice that I should take
myself because as I share these thoughts with you I
am in the grips of Thanksgiving anxiety. No traces of
the Shunammite Shalom to be found, and family
coming in. Tick tock, the countdown begins and I flee
to my garden!
This Fall our garden has been teeming with
butterflies of all shapes and sizes and it is fascinating
to just sit and admire the wonder of their capricious
agility. Some butterflies migrate with winds, content
to go where those currents lead but the mighty
Monarch makes its way from Canada in a migration
southward that defies the laws of nature. They steal
the show but I have noticed other butterflies, just as
lovely who nestle into my hibiscus and lantana. Then
last week there were new arrivals, pale and delicate
hovering above the blue stem grass which is, as you
may have noticed, very slender. Pollinating the
grasses was something that I never really realized
butterflies did; they land on impossibly small shafts
that bend and sway and yet they hang on fearlessly
until the job is done. Oh, to have the tenacity of that
tiny butterfly and set my sights on wilder seas.
Sir Francis Drake was the greatest of the
Elizabethan seamen. Even after an ill-fated expedition
to the West Indies, Drake never lost his faith or his
dreams. Boldly he set out in 1577 and headed to the
Pacific Ocean yet again. Through the Straits of
Magellan, a fleet of five ships sailed but once again it
seemed a dream was defeated, the fleet was battered
and destroyed by storm and then by fire. Down to one
ship, he held the course, and made it to the Pelew
Islands. He returned home three years later via the
Cape of Good Hope.
Knighted by Elizabeth 1 for his bravery, Drake
continued to exhibit extraordinary courage and

helped to deliver a humiliating defeat of the Spanish
Armada In 1588. The Spanish were determined to
overwhelm that tiny island nation and dethrone the
queen, yet they fled in fear as the English set their
sails, barreling after them with superior ships and
brilliant tactics. So, what the heck does that have to
do with spiders and butterflies? Well, yes there is a
method to my madness.
Danger, like those spiders is probably always about
five feet away so, may we all have the courage to
hang on like that tiny butterfly and sail off in the
currents of life with determination and faith like Sir
Francis Drake. And so, I will leave you with his
words; “...Disturb us Lord to dare more boldly, to
venture on wilder seas where storms show your
mastery; when losing sight of land, we shall find the
stars. We ask you to push back the horizons of our
hopes; and to push back the future in strength,
courage, hope and love. This we ask in the name of
our Captain, Jesus Christ.”
May we all have a wonderful Christmas as we too
celebrate the birth of our Captain, Jesus Christ!
Many Hands,
One Heart

Elizabeth

