The Pastor’s Corner
My dear Church family!
I write this at the close of a very emotional week where the world-wide
United Methodist Church has had one our largest public clashes in recent
history. As many of you know, there was a called Special General
Conference where hundreds of delegates from all over the world came
together with the specific purpose of trying to find a way forward in the
ways our churches are in ministry with and to the LGBTQIA community –
or those living an other than heterosexual lifestyle.
It was gut-wrenching to see the pain and suffering that people from all ends
of the spectrum experienced, but it was especially difficult knowing that
some would feel like the church has finally turned its back on them. Please
know brothers and sisters that there were no winners and losers in this fight.
No one of us walked away unscathed. I believe that the United Methodist
Church is forever changed and the magnitude of that change will be felt for
years to come.
But, I also believe that God is even now working in the minds and hearts of
all of us to get back to the business of making disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world. Our work continues. Even as the votes
were being cast, I found myself in several hospital rooms and at a memorial
service for the loved one of a dear friend. There are those among us who
are hurting and need our help. There are many more who have never
darkened the doors of our church and they need us even more. Even when
we are hurting and uncertain of what happens next – God can and will still
use us to be His Church to minister to the lonely and the lost.
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I have included a letter from our Bishop – he does a nice job of explaining
the votes and speaks to some of what lies ahead. I implore you to read it
and reach out to me if you have any questions.
I have been in touch with some of the people in our congregation who
needed to hear that we love them more than ever and that they will always
be welcome in our church. I hope you will stop what you are doing right
now and reach out to someone who needs desperately to hear that God loves
them and that there is a place for them at Bandera United Methodist Church.
Thank you and Thank God for you!
Pastor Kyle

Let’s not get
tired of doing
good, because
in time we’ll
have a harvest
if we don’t give
up.”
Galatians 6:9

Letter from the Bishop
February 28, 2019
Dear members, pastors, and friends of the Rio Texas Conference,
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Many of you anxiously followed the proceedings from the Special Called Session of General Conference in
St. Louis. These past few days have been emotionally difficult for every one of us. My heart broke watching
fellow United Methodists fail to find a new path forward that breaks through the impasse that we’ve
experienced in our church over the past 47 years over LGBTQ inclusion. We had many difficult and public
conversations about issues that are tied to our identities as United Methodists, as Christians, and as children of
God.
For those of you who have not followed the details, I offer a brief explanation of what happened over four days
in St. Louis. After a full day of prayer, the 864 delegates from across the global church received the report of
the Commission on a Way Forward, including the One Church Plan (which was recommended by the Council
of Bishops), the Connectional Conference Plan, and the Traditional Plan. The General Conference decided to
give priority focus to the Traditional Plan and the One Church Plan. After two days of debate, the One Church
Plan was defeated, and the Traditional Plan was supported by a vote of 53% to 47%. The Traditional Plan
keeps the current language regarding homosexuality in the Book of Discipline, and streamlines the processes
to enforce penalties for violations related to marriage and ordination of LGBTQ persons. A number of elements
of the Traditional Plan, however, were have been found unconstitutional by the Judicial Council and the whole
plan will be reviewed again at the council's meeting in April. This means some or all of what was approved
may not actually take effect. During the weeks to come, I’ll be meeting with various groups to process what
the decisions mean for us.
So, what does all this mean for the mission of Christ through the churches and people of the Rio Texas
Conference?
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First, I continue to count it an honor to serve as a Bishop of the United Methodist Church, and especially of
the Rio Texas Conference. My task is to help us order our life together as a conference and to focus our work
on the mission of Christ. No matter how you may feel about the decisions of the General Conference or
whether you agree with or are hurt by the outcome, we are still in ministry together. All of us are valued parts
of the body of Christ. Our lives and ministries are interwoven by the Holy Spirit, and not by decisions made
at General Conference. As bishop, I offer all my prayers and efforts to include and foster the ministries of
every person seeking to serve Christ. No matter how you are feeling about the conversations going on at the
global level of our denomination, I want you to know that every one of us and everyone we serve are of infinite
value and matchless worth in God’s eyes. No denominational legislation will ever change that fact.
Second, I ask us not to underestimate the pain that is felt by many of our brothers and sisters in this moment.
Many people feel hurt, betrayed, and excluded by the decisions made at General Conference. Please pray for
those most personally affected. Within every congregation in our Conference, there are people for whom this
conversation is not an abstract debate, but rather a conversation that affects lives dear to us—sons, daughters,
brothers, sisters, co-workers and neighbors. A great number of people from the LGBTQ community are
committed, faithful United Methodists. This is a tender time in the life of our church, a time especially to bear
with one another in love with all humility and gentleness. (Ephesians 4:2)
Third, we still have much important work to do together. While we were gathered in St. Louis, the need for a
faithful United Methodist witness in Rio Texas has only grown greater. Across our annual conference, there
are multitudes that need to hear and witness the love of God in their lives and communities. While we debated
plans and passed motions, our members and churches have been continuing the good work of reaching out to
new people in new ways. Our disaster response network continues to bring hope to those lives devastated by
Hurricane Harvey and other natural disasters. Our churches and partners continue to respond to the
humanitarian crisis at our border. Our congregations continue to seek fresh expressions of the Gospel, reaching
out into our communities and experimenting with new ways to go where people are to connect them with the
good news of Christ.
I realize that, for some, these words will ring hollow. Many of our LGBTQ brothers and sisters question
whether there is truly a place for them in our church, and many of our traditionalist brothers and sisters feel
anxious. But I want to invite everyone—whether or not you agree with the decisions of General Conference—
to help us forge a way forward together in Christ as an annual conference.
“Let’s not get tired of doing good, because in time we’ll have a harvest if we don’t give up.” Galatians 6:9
“So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should love
each other. Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.” John 13: 34-35.
Join me in prayer that we might continue to bear witness to the love of Jesus Christ in our churches,
communities, and throughout Rio Texas.
Yours in Christ,
Robert Schnase, Bishop
The Rio Texas Conference of the United Methodist Church

Birthdays
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS
1st
1st
2nd
3rd
6th
7th
9th
10th
10th
11th
11th
12th
13th

Larry Crocker
Porter Barnard
Jim Bob Robbins
Abby Nightingale
Ruth Parker
Niki Edwards
Mildred Bausch
Hannah Edwards
Chandler Knowles
Scott Post
Maria Gray
Diane Platt
Patsy D’Spain

13th
13th
14th
14th
15th
15th
17th
19th
19th
22nd
26th
26th
27th
30th

AnnElise McRorey
Kendall Anne Gomez
Ray D’Spain
Rachel Brosz
Rayni Sandidge
Miranda Schott
Peyton Bodine
Cheyenne Sheeds
Sierra Haile
Elizabeth Major
Denny Hallmark
Patricia Goben
Shannon Bailey
Devyn Parks

“So now I am giving you a new
commandment: Love each other.
Just as I have loved you, you
should love each other. Your love
for one another will prove to the
world that you are my disciples.”
John 13: 34-35.

Helping Hand
The year 2019 has started off very busy with aiding 332 individuals in January for a total monetary value of
$14,970 given away. We could not do this without your generous donations of food, clothes, household
items, toiletries, furniture, and monetary giving.
Peanut butter and jelly will be our special food request for March. But, anything is appreciated.
Helping Hand had a very successful Valentine dinner/dance on February 14. We plan on another one for
next year. Also, on May 3 we will have our golf tournament at Flying L.
Thanks to all and our church for your continued support of this mission of BUMC.
Marianne Sandidge
Helping Hand Representative
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Stephen Ministry
CareNotes Corner
The CareNotes outreach is sponsored by the Stephen Ministry of Bandera UMC. CareNotes are written to
offer strength, help, and healing for those who are hurting. The adult booklets are located in Fellowship Hall,
in the entry, on the right wall at the double doors. The youth booklets are located close to the youth classroom,
just past the library.
CareNotes featured for this month:
ADULTS: What’s Really ”Normal” When You’re Grieving?
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A grief counselor shares his experiences helping those who are grieving. Grief can cause physical
symptoms as well as feeling that our lives are out of control – and all these feelings are normal. We all grieve
differently, but he shows how we can still grieve together. Sleep and eating patterns may change. We may
become forgetful and confused. This booklet provides ways to work through all these symptoms of grieving.
TEENS: Suicide Prevention: Getting Help Before It’s Too Late
Teenage years are a time of rapid, tumultuous change, and feelings can go from upbeat and energetic
to sad and overwhelmed in just a few minutes. Feeling depressed, and even having suicidal thoughts may be
a part of the process, and can be treated successfully. Making a plan, or engaging in risky behavior, is much
more serious. Teens may feel isolated in their feelings. This booklet provides ways to take care of yourself
and reach out for help, as well as warning signs to look for.
CHILDREN: Bye-Bye Bully! A Kid’s Guide for Dealing with Bullies
Kids have the power to stop bullies, but sometimes they’re confused about what bullying is. “What’s
the difference between bullying and teasing? Am I the only kid that gets bullied? When should I tell someone?
I don’t want to be a tattletale.” This booklet talks about who bullies like to bother, what bullies do to hurt
people, ways kids can deal with bullies, and when it’s important to tell an adult what is going on.

United Methodist Women
Valentine Dinner and UMW news
For some time UMW has been seeking a way to invite ladies who can't attend our monthly meetings to a
small special event for them.
Well God had a little bigger plan! We are so happy that He chose UMW to be the "spark" for His plan.
To God goes the glory and a huge THANK YOU to all who used their talents to make His plan possible.
February 9th more than 150 women were welcomed to BUMC for a Valentine dinner. Clever and beautifully
decorated tables, delicious food, (which was served by the men), table favors, lovely door prizes, and a
dynamic speaker made for a delightful evening of sharing God's love.
If you'd like to know more about UMW, all women are welcome and invited to their next meeting March
14@ 9:30 in the fellowship hall library. Bring a friend and come join these lively ladies.
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Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace

Bonnie’s Beat
Bonnie’s Beat
How is it almost March already?!? Time has definitely been flying! But they do say it does that when you’re
having fun, and that we have been doing! The last few weeks have held some awesome experiences for our
youth and BUMC.
C.R.E.W. held their annual Baked Potato Sale on Saturday, February 23rd, in conjunction with Bandera’s
Mardi Gras celebration. It was a great day of fun and fellowship. WE SOLD OUT!!! The community came
out in droves to eat potatoes, soak up the free air, and commune with our youth. It was a wonderful afternoon!
Thank you to everyone who helped make it such a success again this year!
Thank you to all the parents who have entrusted me with your kiddos. I truly love each and every one of them.
When I say I have the best job in the world, I am not exaggerating. I am blessed to call each of them my own.
Thank you to all of my volunteers who love these kids as much as I do! I could not do it without you!
2019 is shaping up to be an awesome year at BUMC, especially in the youth wing! I can’t wait to share how
the Spirit is moving in the lives of our kids with all of you!
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