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The Pastor’s Corner 
Can you believe that the school year is coming to a close?  What a year it 
has been so far.  We have experienced so many ups and downs and through 
it all, God continues to amaze me in the ways He uses our church!  God is 
so very good and I am so thankful to get to serve Him alongside all of you 
here at Bandera UMC! 
 
In the coming months, we have some really fun and exciting things in store.  
The building committee continues to meet and we are closer to having a 
first draft of rough plans for what could be our next building!  By mid-
summer, we will launch a new partnership with Hill Country Daily Bread 
where we will be better able to serve the physical, emotional and spiritual 
needs of people in our area who are suffering.  Look forward to a sermon 
series meant to help us all understand how to help people without hurting 
them or burning ourselves out.   
 
We also have a few events coming up in the next month that I am so 
excited about!  The first is our very first annual Dad Fest on Father’s Day.  
It has been a priority to many of us in leadership to increase our ability to 
minister to and with the men of our community – especially younger men.  
So, we are planning a day specifically for them.  On Sunday, June 16th, 
Father’s Day, please invite the men in your life to join us for a great 
celebration with classic cars, great food, live music and terrific giveaways.  
See more information about the event below.   Look forward also to a 
celebration on the river as we have a Baptism and Barbecue on Sunday, 
June 23rd at 5:00pm.  More details will follow.  We will also have a great 
event for the whole family in July – we will have a cookout and volleyball 
tournament on the church pavilion! 
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I am also excited to share that beginning in the fall; our church will be 
doing a church-wide study called The Story – a 31-week study from both 
the pulpit and the Sunday School classes that will lead us through the story 
of the Bible.  The Story is an abridged, chronological Bible that removes 
the typical barriers many people experience when trying to read the Bible. 
There are no verse references, and Scripture segments are seamlessly 
woven together into a single grand narrative – much like a novel. The Story 
does NOT replace the Bible.  Instead, it directs people to read and 
understand the Bible more.  There’s so much more weight in who Jesus is 
when you’re able to look back and see God’s fingerprint from the 
beginning of the Bible through to the end, and The Story gives that 
perspective. 
All of this means that you will have plenty of opportunities to invite people 
to join you in our community of faith.  Begin praying now – asking God to 
reveal to you the people He desires you invite to join you in our journey of 
faith together!   
 
Thank you and thank God for you! 
Pastor Kyle  
 

 

 

 
 
Mother’s Day is a big deal!  Everyone knows that Mother’s Day is important.  But, what about 
our poor dads?  Sure, we have Father’s Day, but let’s be real – does it even compare to Mother’s Day in the 
eyes of the world?  It’s kind of like comparing Independence Day to Flag Day.  But, not anymore – at least 
not at Bandera UMC!  We are so excited about our first ever Dad Fest.  We will have our two regularly 
scheduled worship services – complete with special Gospel Music and our pledge to keep it to as close to an 
hour (or less!) as possible.  And then, at noon we will have a car show, a great meal, some live music and 
some AMAZING GIVEAWAYS especially for dads.  Please plan to join us and invite those men in your life 
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who need to know that we love them too!   We hope you can make it and bring along a neighbor, uncle, 
brother, husband, or dad to celebrate! 
 
Let me know if you have any questions.  
Rachael Toomire, 512-825-7308, rachaeltoomire@yahoo.com 
 

 

 
JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
 
2nd Pam Wilson 
3rd Mary Moseley 
3rd Robin Konz 
3rd Liz Lawlis 
5th Fawn Schott 
6th Lee Whitlock 
7th Traveler Argo 
8th Waverly Lewis 
8th Lloyd Shenberger 
10th Erich Carman 
10th Cathy Barnard 
12th DeeDee Honea 
13th Kyle Toomire 
16th Joyce Graham 
 

 
 
16th Karla Connor 
17th Bonnie Bevers 
21st Vivian Schladoer 
22nd Rainey Pearce 
23rd Senia Doyle 
24th Elizabeth James 
25th Raven Rucker 
25th Andrew Johnston 
25th Maddi Wood 
26th Lanie Wood 
27th Erik Scott 
28th Betheny Sheldon 
28th Dixie Moseley 
 

 

 

 

mailto:rachaeltoomire@yahoo.com


4 
 

Stephen Ministry: Care Notes Corner 
 
The CareNotes outreach is sponsored by the Stephen Ministry of Bandera UMC.  CareNotes are written to 
offer strength, help, and healing for those who are hurting.  The adult booklets are located in Fellowship Hall, 
in the entry, on the right wall at the double doors.  The youth and children’s booklets are located close to the 
youth classroom, just past the library. 
 
CareNotes featured for this month: 
 
ADULTS:  Caring for Yourself When You’re Caring for Someone Ill 
 Caring for someone suffering from a serious, possible terminal, illness is one of the most challenging 
experiences in life.  Few of us are adequately trained for it, yet most of us think we can do it on our own.  Our 
survival instinct is triggered when our loved ones are in danger; however, this survival instinct is designed to 
get us through a crisis, not cope with long-term stress.  This booklet walks through the seven most important 
ways to care for yourself when you’re a caregiver. 
 
TEENS:  Drugs and Alcohol:  Resisting Pressure from Others 
 It’s a human characteristic to want to be accepted.  But sometimes we feel pressure to do things we 
normally wouldn’t do so others will like us and accept us.  While using drugs or alcohol can bring short-term 
release or make you feel good for a short time, it can also leave you feeling physically or emotionally ill.  The 
most important thing is to make decisions that reflect your values, beliefs, and convictions.  This booklet 
walks you through the things to remember before you follow others rather than listening to your own heart. 
 
CHILDREN:  Sad Isn’t Bad 
 When someone they love dies children may not know how to express what they’re feeling.  They may 
feel it’s their fault everyone is sad, or they may fear that anyone who gets sick will die.  Reading this booklet 
with your child can help them express their feelings, and give you a chance to reassure them.  They’re not bad 
for feeling the way they do, it’s normal.  It’s okay to be sad. 
 
Helping Hand 
 
Helping Hand has had a very busy year so far.  For the month of April alone, we aided 378 individuals, 152 
families, 12 new families.  These families received food, clothes, and miscellaneous aid.  Through April the 
monetary value we gave away totals $198,720.   
 
Our golf tournament/fundraiser on May 17 was a success.  Thanks sponsors and golfers. 
 
Sometime in October we will be having a car show.  Exact date and info to follow later. 
 
Thanks for supporting Helping Hand with your donations of food, clothes, furniture, toiletries, household 
items and monetary giving.  We will continue our mission to help those in need in Bandera County.  We 
couldn't do it without you. 
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We still need adult volunteers and we are now accepting registrations for participants and volunteers.  To 
register, please go to:  https://www.myvbs.org/Banderaumc 
 
A message from our Lay Leader 
 
I begin with an apology for my absence every month in our newsletter, as your Lay Leader I do so enjoy 
researching interesting tidbits to share with you and I have been doing a terrible job keeping up. We have had 
two years of bumpy roads and while we have never felt far from God I certainly have felt far from our 
generous and loving congregation. Larry and I do so appreciate your prayers, your cards and most of all your 
hugs! We are traveling on a difficult road so please don’t stop sending love our way, we depend on it every 
day. And speaking of your prayers, there is plenty of room on Wednesday nights for all of us in the 
Sanctuary, you should consider joining us. 
 
I look forward to Annual Conference despite all that is going on, and whatever happens I feel secure in the 
mission here at the Bandera United Methodist Church. We continue to grow our membership and our Youth 

https://www.myvbs.org/Banderaumc
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are…a little wild (their words) but they are a wonderful close knit group of passionate young Christians. So 
be sure and thank Bonnie before she continues to follow God’s call to become a Deacon; she has done such a 
great job! I will miss her. We have a promising future here at 11th and Cedar and the chance to bring Christ to 
a hurting world. So continue to do all the good you can by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in 
all the places you can, at all the times you can to all the people you can, as long as you ever can. 
 
Many hands one heart, Elizabeth  
 
United Methodist Women 
You are never too young or too old to be a Methodist Women or take part in any of their happenings. The 
spring brunch was enjoyed by 24 ladies. Ages one to one hundred.  They were enthralled with Ruth Parker’s 
experience as a WWII Red Cross “Donut girl”.  
 
The service project for the meeting was writing notes of encouragement and birthday greetings to 

Missionaries both nationally and globally. You'll be hearing soon 
about several new local service projects also. 
 
As they broaden their mission and purpose by exploring "where is 
our mission field?" a very SPECIAL BAKE SALE is planned for 
Sunday June 23!  Their goal is to assemble and send 100 emergency 
kits to the UMCOR Sager Brown supply depot in Baldwin, 
Louisiana.  Both Hygiene and School kits will be prepared with the 
proceeds from this bake sale. Plan now to special order some 
yummy treats and support this endeavor of your UMW at work. 
 
If you'd like to learn more about the Sager Brown facility visit with 
one of BUMC's newest members, Evelyn Duncan. She has served 
as a volunteer there before moving to Bandera. Just look for the 
lovely lady in the purple T-shirt. 
 

  
 

Prayers, Packages and Greetings (PP&G) Ministry 
Prayers, Packages, and Greetings (PP&G) ministry is getting ready for our second shipment – to be 
delivered around July 4th   

Figure 1Ruth Parker 
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*** How can YOU help make this ministry a success? *** 
 
First, if there are any additional names or changes to mailing addresses, please send them to me at 
bwranch16@yahoo.com by June 8th.  

 
¾ They do not need to be stationed in a war zone, do not need to be a resident of Bandera, and do not 

need to be a member of BUMC.   
 
Secondly, if you would like to drop off items at the church office that will be included in the boxes, the 
following is a list of most wanted items. 
 
NOTE:  Planning to ship 30 boxes: one for them and one for a buddy.   
 
Powered Drink Mix - cocoa, lemonade, 
Kool-Aid 

Snacks - Small, hard containers of chips, 
pretzels, and nuts.  

Meal Enhancers - ramen noodles Snack cakes, cheese crackers, and cookies 
are a favorite.   

Quick protein - Tuna fish, slim-jims, non-
perishable beef jerky, or beef summer 
sausage. Make sure the meat is labeled USDA 
Beef. 

Breakfast bars – Granola, etc.  

Toiletries – Travel size: Toothbrush, 
toothpaste, dental floss, cotton swabs, shaving 
lotion, disposable razors, and shampoo.  

Personal care - Individually packaged baby 
wipes, eye drops, lip balm 

Games - Hacky Sacks, playing cards, yo-yos. Word games - Crossword puzzles, and word 
searches. 

Writing materials - Notepaper, envelopes, 
pens, pencils, and stamps. 

The Sunday comics from your local 
newspaper. 

 
** The troops really enjoyed home-made goodies, such as cookies or brownies so I have reserved the church 
kitchen for Friday, June 21st for a baking day from 10 am to noon.  
 
We will pack boxes on Saturday, June 22nd in the fellowship hall from 11 am to noon.   
 
We look forward to you helping make this ministry a successful outreach of BUMC and provide blessings to 
our service personnel.  
 
With God’s love,  
Pam Wilson 
210-748-9914 
 
 
Here is a list of names for the congregation to begin writing notes to the service men and women to be 
included in their package:  
 

1) Chase Raab  
2) Connor Short  

mailto:bwranch16@yahoo.com
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3) Cody Jacobsen 
4) PFC Christian Scheu 
5) PFC Sawyer Scott  
6) PFC Truman Hinton 
7) Austin Wilson  
8) Calvin Bankston  
9) MIDN Noah Nelson  
10) Jesse Zimmel  
11) E4 Jackson Love  
12) Lucas Mullenax 
13) SSGT Matthew Mascolo 
14) AST James Campbell  
15) Lindsey Gannon 
16) Parschia Easom  
17) Jesse Gordon  

 
God’s blessings,  
Pam Wilson  
 
United Methodist Women “Bake Sale for a Cause” 
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