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Ponderings from the Pastor

VBS is coming!
Beginning Sunday,
July 9th and ending
Thursday, July 13th from
6- 8 pm. If you would
like to help with VBS please
contact Kim Laine or Cheryl
in the church office.

Dear Friends,
April 28-30, 2017 will mark a significant milestone in the history of
Bandera UMC as we will gather to celebrate 150 years of mission
and ministry in the Texas Hill Country. God has certainly added his
blessing to the many lives that have been touched through this
community of faith over the past century and a half.
Our weekend is chalk full of events to appeal to all ages and is our
way of giving back to this community that has supported the
history and heritage of the people called Methodist in and around
Bandera since the late 1850’s when the first circuit riders began
traveling through this area on the frontier of a new country. Since
that time what has become Bandera UMC has grown from humble
beginnings to a thriving church committed to reaching out and
reaching in as we seek to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.
It is my sincere hope that you are planning on attending all the
events and partaking of all the festivities being offered to help us
mark this milestone in our history. Beginning with the old
fashioned revival and gospel sing on Friday evening to the Craft
Faire, Mission Faire, Children’s Faire, Fish Fry and Youth concert
on Saturday and concluding with an inspiring worship service
followed by a catered meal all capped off with an enthusiastic
piano concert on Sunday afternoon, the weekend celebration
Continued on page 2...

promises to be one to remember. Words cannot convey my deepest and sincerest gratitude to
the many persons who have been working diligently the past few months to pull this weekend
celebration off. There are too many to publish here, but they will be recognized in due time. It
will be a great weekend because of the commitment and dedication of a lot of folks who have
put in many hours to make this event the celebration it promises will be.
This newsletter, as well as or weekly bulletin announcements and website
(www.banderaumc.org) contain detailed information about all the events scheduled for our
sesquicentennial celebration. I hope you will take time to peruse all the offerings, invite others
to come with you and that you truly have a fun-filled weekend of food, music, fellowship and an
encounter with God in a a creative and memorable manner.
A full weekend of events and activities is scheduled as follows. Subject to change as necessary.
FRIDAY, APRIL 28, 2017
6-8 PM
Old Fashioned Tent Revival led by Rev. Mark Winter (www.onemanshow.org)
8-10 PM
Homemade ice cream and Gospel Sing around the campfire
SATURDAY, APRIL 29, 2017
*Eleventh Street, between cedar and Hackberry will be closed off for the duration of the day*
7-8AM
Set up for Craft Faire begins
9AM – 4PM CRAFT FAIRE on Eleventh Street featuring local and area crafters. Homemade and
hand crafted items available for purchase.
9AM – 4PM – MISSION FAIRE IN FELLOWSHIP HALL. Come peruse various displays of local,
national and international mission and ministries supported by Bandera UMC along
with other community supported events and opportunities.
11AM – 2 PM ANNUAL FISH FRY FUNDRAISER AND FELLOWSHIP in Fellowship Hall
12-2PM
CHILDREN’S FAIRE and Magic Show
7:30 – 9PM
Youth Concert featuring ABANDON. Check them out of Facebook, YouTube, twitter,
etc.
SUNDAY, APRIL 30, 2017
10AM
Worship Service with Bishop Joel Martinez. Worship will be held the big tent on the
west parking lot and parking is at Bandera Middle School. Shuttle service will be
offered.
12PM
Catered Lunch (RSVP required) at Bandera Middle School. Entertainment provided
by The Sterling Quartet
2:30 PM
Piano Concert by Dr. Raquel Martinez in Bandera UMC Sanctuary. This is a
fundraiser by the Bandera community for the restoration of the Polly Schoolhouse.
330 PM
Reception

Blessings,

April Gathering Info & News
TIME & PLACE This Monday, April 3rd, we will be having our meal in the Gym at First
United Methodist - Kerrville at 6pm. The main entree being provided by The BFF Reunion
Group from St. Paul's is Chicken Spectacular (a chicken and rice dish with green beans, water
chestnuts, and pimentos). Please kindly bring a side dish or dessert for us to share or both! We
will then be worshipping at 7pm in the Sanctuary. It will be team consecration for upcoming
Men's Walk HC61.

UPCOMING MEN'S WALK
This year's men’s walk HC61 will be April 27-30, 2017 at Mt. Wesley – with John Hewitt as our
Lay director. f you have a pilgrim in mind…..please complete the pilgrim app and get that
back to our registrar, Laura Rhodes via email llrhodes@hctc.net OR at KFUMC at 321
Thompson Drive, Kerrville, Texas along with payment.
We have 3 pilgrims registered and need a total of at least 20 by April 13. April's gathering will
be team consecration.
Team members are: Mike Cook , Dave Hofer , Scott Monroe , Duane Simpson , John Hewitt
, Philip Stacy , Clay Corder,
Heath Thompson , Kenneth Early , Kerwin Overby , Charles Tucker , Ross Rommel , Scottie
Schaefer , Larry Howard , Justin MacDonald , Tony Lenard , Roger Tedford , Darrin Miller
, Jeff Talarico , Terry Shanks , Matt Johnson , Bill Johnson , Stockton Williams, Ryan Barnett
, Allen Noah , Max Perez , Jane Guthrie , Renee Bolton
Please prayer for them and pray for more pilgrims for the walk.
Please sign up for one or multiple prayer vigil spots at the signup form here: Men's Walk HC
61 - https://goo.gl/bGNiii
THIS FALLS' WOMEN'S WALK
This year's women's walk HC62 will be Sept. 14-17, 2017 at Mt. Wesley as well. More
information to come!
Prayer Vigil sign-ups for both walks are live online at the following locations. Please try to
signup to get the spots filled early!
Women's Walk HC62 - https://goo.gl/fcaKLf

Bonnie’s Beat
Well, Spring Break has come and gone, and that means our kids are in their home stretch. They
can see the light at the end of the tunnel that is summer vacation! Spring is one of my favorite
times in the Youth wing. The kids are excited to be outside, the adults are excited to be outside,
and everyone is excited for a time or renewal and rebirth.
Spring Break brought a couple of activities for our kids. On Wednesday they painted the nursery
to help out our nursery workers and volunteers. They did a wonderful job and it was a fun day
of laughing, eating pizza and painting ourselves… I mean the walls! ☺
On Sunday evening a group of youth and adults headed to San Antonio to the Laurie
Auditorium to see the Newsboys. It was an awesome evening of laughter, fellowship, and
rockin’ music! A great time was had by all. It was the perfect way to close out Spring Break.
We are looking forward to the summer. The middle school will be participating in a UM ARMY
Basic camp in San Angelo, and the High School will be helping at the UM ARMY mission trip in
La Grange. It is going to be a busy, exciting summer!
Painting the Nursery! Come check it out….it looks great!

Guess
what we did
during part of our Spring Break? Painted ourselves and the nursery too!

I know that this isn’t the best
representation of this beautiful card, but
Catherine Gauldin drew this wonderful
pen and ink drawing of our church. They
will be for sale at 10 cards/envelops for
$5. There will also be prints made of this
drawing that will be signed and for sale
too. In addition, Catherine has worked
tirelessly (with her merry band of
helpers) to create a video presentation
we will show on Saturday 4/29 in the
fellowship hall and in part on Sunday
morning. A commemorative book will be available for purchase on Saturday 4/29 for
$20 that gives a history of the life and legacy of this church and congregation.

The Strength of Our Testimony: Who do You Say I Am?
Matthew 16:13-18, New Century Version
When Jesus came to the area Caesarea Philippi, he asked his followers,
“Who do people say the Son of Man is?” They answered, “Some say you are
John the Baptist. Others say Elijah, and still others say Jeremiah or one of
the prophets. Then Jesus asked them, “And who do you say I am?” Simon
Peter answered,” You are the Christ the Son of the living God” Jesus
answered, “You are blessed Simon son of Jonah, because no person taught
you that. My Father in heaven showed you who I am. So, I tell you, you are
Peter. On this rock, I will build my church, and the power of death will not be
able to defeat it.”
Do you ever wonder what it would have been like to be alongside Jesus and
his disciples? Jesus knew he only had a very short time with these men and I
have to think he may have shook his head a lot. So, conversations became
more like stories and Jesus had a real knack for word play and imagery. He
asked questions and answered them with questions. The stories he told had
subtle layers of meaning; small tapestries of everyday life that we can all
relate to, rich with symbolism. Words were chosen carefully, as if you were
stringing pearls together that needed to be absolutely and perfectly
matched. And as I was reading this passage with fresh eyes, I wondered if
after all these years I had missed the nuance of the language. So, I did a
little research and dug a little deeper into the Greek translations and so
ponder this with me.

“On this rock, I will build my church”, now I have always considered these
words literally, and after all, St. Peter is buried beneath the Basilica in the
Vatican. Talk about, location, location, location! Constantine built the first
basilica in the 4th Century, Pope Julius ll tore down the original and
commissioned the grandeur of the “New Basilica”, and what we see today
was completed in 1626. Bernini’s fabulous altar, all ninety-six feet of it is
positioned right over St. Peter’s bones. Upon this rock, indeed! Or is it… and
if you are of a certain age you will remember Paul Harvey …and here is the
rest of the story.
It was as they were heading north towards Caesarea Philippi that Jesus
posed that famous question. He was curious and asked the disciples who do
people say I am? And then more to the point, he asked them, “who do you
say I am?” Without hesitation Simon Peter proclaims, “You are the Christ,
the Son of the Living God” and Jesus points out to Peter that his words were
certainly not his own but that the Father in Heaven had revealed them to
him and then the statement,” upon this rock I will build my church”. The
name Peter (Gk., Petros) means “rock” or “rock-man” and when Jesus says,”
…you are Peter”, he is using the masculine form but in a bit of word play
Jesus goes on to declare, “On this rock”, or Petra the feminine form for rock.
Jesus did not say, “upon you Peter” or “upon your successors”, Jesus said
“upon this rock” and remember Jesus uses the feminine form for rock so we
know he does not mean Peter, so is it possible that Jesus was going to build
his Church on Peter’s divine revelation? A church built on testimony that
cannot be defeated, even by death? And just think who it was God chose; a
hot-headed fisherman who would eventually betray Jesus not once but three
times. So there just might be hope for the rest of us yet, and as imperfect
as we all are, we each have a testimony that we can share with a broken
world. We are about to celebrate 150 years here in Bandera and we rest on
a firm foundation, despite the cracks in the Sanctuary! Our foundation is our
testimony and I believe that it cannot be defeated, not even by death. So,
as we celebrate Easter, our greatest gift, let’s move forward boldly into the
next 150 years doing all the good we can, by all the means we can, in all the
ways we can, in all the places we can, at all the times we can, to all the
people we can, as long as we ever can.
Many hands one heart,

Elizabeth

To help cover the cost of our 150th Celebration we are seeking sponsors. It can be individuals or
businesses. Sponsorship levels are bellow, but any amount will be appreciated. For more
information or any questions please see Martha Shoemaker

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS
Circuit Rider

$100.00

Wrangler

$250.00

Outfitter

$500.00

The genius of the Methodist movement was the informal circulation of John Wesley’s
emissaries, spreading the Gospel to the early settlers of the Texas’ frontier.

Young men often took this entry level job to learn to be a cowboy. They kept the horses
together and eating grass until it is time for cowboys to change mounts

As the gathering point for the cattle drives to the railhead in Kansas, storekeepers
were contracted as outfitters.

Trail Boss

$1,000.00

Rancher

$2,500.00

In a trail drive, the cattle were "guided" and sort of drifted along rather than actually
driven on an exact path. The Trail Boss would scout ahead for a place to bed down the
herd for the night.
Sparse vegetation led landowners from cattle to sheep, making wool an important
export product of Bandera County.

Founder/Pioneer

$5,000.00

Founders of Bandera County were entrepreneurs tapping rich resources for
commerce; Polish immigrants to craft the products, Mormon furniture makers;
ranchers and farmers.

Holy Week Noon Service: This is the 3rd year area churches have
come together to celebrate Holy Week. Services are at BUMC in the
sanctuary and are from 12-12”25. A light meal is served in the
fellowship hall until 1 pm. This is a great way to follow Jesus’
journey from the loud hosannas to the last supper and His sacrifice
for us all.

Palm Sunday, April 9th: Today’s liturgy begins with a palm
procession, commemorating Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. Quickly
the tone of the service changes as we meditate upon Jesus’ passion and
death

Maundy Thursday, April 13th: At the heart of the Maundy Thursday liturgy is
Jesus’ commandment to love one another. As Jesus washed the feet of his
disciples, we are called to follow his example as we humbly care for one
another, especially the poor and the unloved. At the Lord’s table, we
remember Jesus’ sacrifice of his life, even as we are called to offer ourselves
in love for the life of the world. Service is at 6 pm

Good Friday, April 14th: The ancient title for this day—the triumph of the
cross—reminds us that the church gathers not to mourn this day but to
celebrate Christ’s life-giving passion and to find strength and hope in the tree of
life. In the ancient bidding prayer, we offer petitions for all the world for whom
Christ died. Service is at 6 pm.

Easter Sunday, April 16th: We will have our normal services at 8:30 and
10L45 am with breakfast served during the Sunday School time and the
kids will have an Easter Egg Hunt at that time. Bring flowers for our
flower cross we will put together in the sanctuary. Come join us as we
celebrate our Lord and King.

We now have pictures of the items for the 150 th Anniversary celebration.
They will be available on Saturday 4/29 and Sunday 4/30 specifically for the
celebration. The t-shirts will be in assorted colors and sizes.

Patch $4

Flashlight key ring/assorted colors $4

Lapel pin $4

logo coffee mug $10

Drink cooler $20

Waverly Lewis created wonderful
print in honor of our 150th
anniversary. There is a limited
addition of 50 prints she has signed
that are for sale. The prints will be in
the church office for you to see and
purchase.

Come hear the Faith Community choir as we
perform Amazing Love! By Larson & Raney on Palm
Sunday evening, April 9th at 6 pm in our sanctuary.
We have 4 churches represented in this choir and it
is a wonderful way to kick off holy week. If you can’t
come that evening you are welcome to join us for
the rehearsal this Sunday, April 2nd at 2 pm in our
sanctuary.
Gotta have some
Starbuck’s!

Newsboy’s Concert in San Antonio!

We’re so excited! Can’t wait for it to start!

STEWARDSHIP
Time and Talents
STEWARDSHIP

•

Time

Wanted: People giving of their
time and talents.
Must have a pulse.
Must be more interested in
relationships than results.
Highly motivated,
Intentional, engaged and full of
joy!
And always willing to look for the
best in others.
Apply now: At 150 Ways to Serve,
ask for Larry*
*Any Larry will do
talents.
Must have a
pulse.
Must be more interested
look for the best in

ot

hers.
Apply now: At 150 Ways to

Serve, ask for Larry*
*Any Larry will

Prayer and Healing Service
“Scripture strongly affirms ministries of spiritual
healing, which in recent years have received
renewed emphasis throughout Christ's holy Church.
The root of the word healing in New Testament
Greek, sozo, is the same as that of salvation and
wholeness. Spiritual healing is God's work of
offering persons’ balance, harmony, and wholeness
of body, mind, spirit, and relationships through
confession, forgiveness, and reconciliation.
Through such healing, God works to bring about
reconciliation between God and humanity, among
individuals and communities, within each person,
and between humanity and the rest of creation.
The New Testament records that Jesus himself
healed the estranged and sick and sent out his
disciples on ministries of healing. James (5:14–16a)
calls us also to pray for and anoint the sick, that
they may be healed.” Bandera United Methodist
Church will begin a public service of healing and
holy communion on Monday evenings from 67PM in the sanctuary. This is a time designed to
deepen ones’ spiritual practices of reflection,
revelation, and restoration during this time of
Lenten observance. Join with us beginning March
6 and every Monday after.

Applications are available in the church office, or you can print your own by
going to the church website: www.banderaumc.org/150th-celebration. Turn
applications into the BUMC church office. Money from the booth rental goes to
Bandera County Boys & Girls Club and to Blessings in a Backpack.

Ministry Opportunity
Many times, we have church members who must go into
the hospital and their spouse or family could use a hot
meal, or they could use a meal or two when getting
home from the hospital and are still too tired or weak to
prepare food for themselves. We are looking to start up a
group of people willing to prepare and take a meal to
fellow church members who could us a hot meal at a
time like this…. can you help? If you are interested in being a part of this group, please
contact Ann Martin or Cheryl in the church office.

UMW meeting is Thursday April 13 at 9:30 in the fellowship hall. The ladies are
using Adam Hamilton's book Why for discussing making sense of God's will.
Come join them for coffee at 9:30 and meeting at 10.

We are in need of ushers and
communion stewards at both
services. If you are interested in
serving the church by greeting,
ushering and serving communion we
need you! Contact Elizabeth Scott or
Cheryl in the church office.

#ridin4BanderaUMC: is our hashtag (#) for Instagram
photos. Share your photos throughout the celebration

Peters Walk is Wednesday April 12 3:45 to 5:00. This is
always such a wonderful experience for everyone and we
always need a lot of help. Please let me know if you can
be there!
Thank you!
Shawn

We will be starting a new Stephen Minister
training class in September. The program is 50
hours of training to become a certified Stephen
Minister. We need more people to work with
care receivers and all our current Stephen
Minsters are working with care receivers now.
We are tentatively looking at having the class on
Wednesday evenings from 5:30 pm to 8 pm and
childcare will be provided. The class would
meet all of September, October, and the first two weeks of November. We would
then break for the holidays and resume classes in January. If you are interested in
becoming a Stephen minister or Stephen leader, or you want more information
please contact Cathy McRorey 830-328-1096 or Roberta Himebrook at 830-4600242.

Many thanks to Glen Ingram for his sense of humor and his
contributions to the newsletter. I know how difficult it is for you and it is
greatly appreciated!
Bandera United Methodist Church

April 2
1st Service: Logan Harmon
2nd Service: Mary Freeman & Ryleigh
Laine
April 9 Palm Sunday
1st Service: Lindsy Lewis
2nd Service: Marcus Grant & Onna Shaw
April 16 Easter
1st Service: Porter Bernard
2nd Service: Sally Sheeds & Cheyenne
Sheeds
April 23
1st Service: Logan Harmon
2nd Service: Ozzie Knowles & Anthony
Davis
April 30
150th Anniversary/One Service at 10 am
Lindsy Lewis & Onna Shaw

11th Street & Hackberry
Bandera, TX 78003
Office (830) 796-3849
Fax: (830) 460-8160
Website: Banderaumc.org
Facebook: Bandera United

Methodist Church Staff:
Senior Pastor: Rev. Larry McRorey
Director of Student Ministries:
Bonnie Bevers
Director of Children’s Ministries:
Shawn Morrison
Director of Fine Arts:
Esther Cook
Office & Facilities Administrator:
Cheryl Young
Newsletter: Cathy McRorey
(cathy.mcrorey@yahoo.com)

Deadline for the May Newsletter is
Wednesday April 19th

Helping Hand
Just a little update on Helping Hand's help to those in need in Bandera County in February. We gave food
to 290 families, and 18 of those we never helped before. Our total monetary value we gave away in
February was $48,640--$30,140 for food; $5,000 for clothes; household items $7,000; toiletries $3,000 and
$3,500 for furniture.
Helping Hand is extending our food drive through April. Any food pantry items are appreciated. Also,
any of the above-mentioned items are appreciated for our Thrift Store and Furniture Barn.
Ladies (middle school age and older): On Saturday, April 22, we will have a Fit for God 3 mile walk/
challenge. Toiletries or non-perishable food items are your entry fee, and door prizes will be awarded.
Registration begins at 7:30 a.m. We'd love to fill our Tranquility Park with lots of ladies.
Don't forget our golf tournament at Flying L on Friday, May 5. Contact Helping Hand to register.
As I have said many times, Helping Hand appreciates all the support we receive so we can continue our
mission of helping those in need in Bandera County. Thank you so much.
Marianne Sandidge
Helping Hand Representative
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4th
5th
5th
5th
8th
9th
9th
10th
13th

Michelle Darling
Marc Laine
Jaxon Moseley
Dennis Juren
Joan Scharfenberg
Leslie Hefner
Louise Kyle
Ginna Pearl Garza
Christine Gomez
Matt Sandidge
Michelle Linson
Kim Laine
Faye Abbott

13th
13th
14th
15th
15th
15th
15th
16th
16th
17th
17th
17th
17th
20th
20th
20th
21st
22nd
22nd
23rd
25th
28th
28th

Pyper Barnard
Gareth Darling
Doris Barthold
Janet Williams
Karen Mossell
Buddy Sandidge
Beverly Jo Powell
Kyle Wilson
Manny Sandidge
Gretchen Brosz
Cheryl Young
Elizabeth Graves
Dillan Ward
Marilyn DuBose
Robert Laine
Natalie Walls
Josephine Sheeds
Cindy McMullan
Robert D’Spain
Jettie Whitlock
Elizabeth Parks
Janet Tyra
Richard Rector

