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Helping Hand
Our golf tournament/fundraiser on May 5 was a great success. Our
net profit was over $14,000. Thanks to our sponsors, players, and
those who contributed in so many ways to make this so successful.
In April, Helping Hand aided 245 individuals and we assisted 10 new
families, with total families aided being 102. Our total monetary
giving through 2017 is now $77,475. Your contributions of food,
clothing, household items, furniture, and monetary giving allows us
to continue helping those in need in Bandera County.
For June, our special food item request is dry beans and rice. For
July, it is spaghetti sauce, or any form of canned tomatoes, and
pasta. However, our Food Pantry can use any food items. A special
thanks to our Bandera UMW for their generous food items
and toiletries given in May to Helping Hand.
Don't forget our new Event Center is available for parties, special
occasions, etc. Call Helping Hand for info and fees. This summer,
stop by Helping Hand. See what we're all about! It's beautiful and
we are here to serve those in need. Thank you Church for your
support of this local mission. Have a Great and Blessed Summer.
Marianne Sandidge
Helping Hand Representative

Words cannot convey my deepest and sincerest gratitude to the many persons who have been
working diligently the past few months to pull this weekend celebration off. It was a great
weekend because of the commitment and dedication of a lot of folks who put in many hours to
make this event the celebration we hoped it would be. Here is a reminder of the scheduled
events we had that weekend:
FRIDAY, APRIL 28, 2017
6-8 PM
Old Fashioned Tent Revival led by Rev. Mark Winter (www.onemanshow.org)
8-10 PM
Homemade ice cream and Gospel Sing around the campfire
SATURDAY, APRIL 29, 2017
*Eleventh Street, between cedar and Hackberry will be closed off for the duration of the day*
7-8AM
Set up for Craft Faire begins
9AM – 4PM CRAFT FAIRE on Eleventh Street featuring local and area crafters. Homemade and
hand crafted items available for purchase.
9AM – 4PM – MISSION FAIRE IN FELLOWSHIP HALL. Come peruse various displays of local,
national and international mission and ministries supported by Bandera UMC along
with other community supported events and opportunities.
11AM – 2 PM ANNUAL FISH FRY FUNDRAISER AND FELLOWSHIP in Fellowship Hall
12-2PM
CHILDREN’S FAIRE and Magic Show
7:30 – 9PM
Youth Concert featuring ABANDON. Check them out of Facebook, YouTube, twitter,
etc.
SUNDAY, APRIL 30, 2017
10AM
Worship Service with Bishop Joel Martinez. Worship will be held the big tent on the
west parking lot and parking is at Bandera Middle School. Shuttle service will be
offered.
12PM
Catered Lunch (RSVP required) at Bandera Middle School. Entertainment provided
by The Sterling Quartet
2:30 PM
Piano Concert by Dr. Raquel Martinez in Bandera UMC Sanctuary. This is a
fundraiser by the Bandera community for the restoration of the Polly Schoolhouse.
330 PM
Reception

Blessings,

#ridin4BanderaUMC: is our hashtag (#) for Instagram photos. Share
your photos of our celebration or other church events on Instagram, or by sending them to
Bonnie. She will put them on the church website.

It was a Down Home
Old Fashioned Tent Revival

Sure is Hot
out here Hun!

And the preacher….
he got so wound up
that he went
on….and on….and
on. Wonder when
we will get to the ice
cream?

I Scream, You Scream, We All Scream for Ice Cream!

Just chillin’ in line…wondering when I’ll get mine

And Finally We Do!

Then it was on to listening to some Awesome Cowboys
playing and letting us sing-a-long.

While some were
listening to some toetapping music, others
were…. well. They
say a picture is worth
a thousand words.
Enough said.

I know that this isn’t the best
representation of this beautiful card, but
Catherine Gauldin drew this wonderful
pen and ink drawing of our church. They
are for sale at 10 cards & envelops for
$5. There will also be prints made of this
drawing that will be signed and for sale
too. A commemorative book is
available for purchase for $20 that gives
a history of the life and legacy of this
church and congregation.

A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who helped with our 150th Church
Anniversary!
We realize that there were many individuals and
groups who prayed, gave monetary support, and
physically helped with many of the events that
occurred over the months of planning and the
weekend itself. It would be impossible to name
you all, but know that you have many stars in
your crown and our deep appreciation.
We would also like to acknowledge and thank the following individuals
and businesses for their support:
Bishop Joel Martinez, Ret.
Dr. Raquel Mora Martinez
Rev. Dr. John Wright
Patriot Refurbishing
G & D Steel
Polly Texas Pioneer Association
Boy Scout Troop 146
Sterling Quartet
BP-Lighting, Sound & Video
Bandera I.S.D. Food Service
Bandera I.S.D. Transportation Department
A Place to Stay Reservations
Rev. Mark Winter
Greg Oliver Agency
BlueLine Rental
Peerless Events & Tents
The City of Bandera
Texas Hill Country Bank
Bandera Drug
Boyle’s Hardware
Hevenor Lumber Company
Abandon Band
Buddy’s Water Well & Septic Service

Saturday Events

Craft Fair and Mission Fair

Fish Fry

Children’s Faire and Magic Show

The Amazing
Marko magic
act, petting
zoo, and
dunking
booth for
kids of all
ages…and
kids at
heart!

Nanny, Nanny Boo, Boo…you can’t hit the target, Marc! And down he went.

Pastor Larry sure is wet now!

Abandon Band!
Youth Concert Saturday Evening

We still have 150th merchandise to sell. The t-shirts will be in assorted colors and
sizes.

Patch $4

Flashlight key ring/assorted colors $4

Lapel pin $4

logo coffee mug $10

Drink cooler $20

Waverly Lewis created wonderful
print in honor of our 150th
anniversary. There is a limited
addition of 50 prints she has signed
that are for sale. The prints will be in
the church office for you to see and
purchase.

Our celebration kicked off with the painting of the John Wesley quote “Do all you Can”
by friend, art teacher and graphic artist Stacey Morrison.

Sunday Morning Worship!

It was a cold but wonderful service under the tent
May we be walking disciples who lead others to Christ.

A Litany of Celebration and Praise
(written by Cathy McRorey)
Across the land, they came; on covered wagons, horseback too.
They came with hope and promise, to build a better life and to worship you.
Boldly they came; boldly we move; boldly into the future we go.
Brick by brick, stone by stone, timber upon timber, they built a house for you, O Lord.
We gather in the same sacred place to worship you, and invite you to abide with us in your grace.
We were faithful then; we are faithful now. May we be faithful forevermore.
Through all the years, through the many joys and blessings and through the hardships that have
come. Through sickness and death, floods and drought, grief and sorrow, our hearts to you we
raised. Through births, and baptisms, marriages and memorials, faith holds strong here in this
place.
We rejoiced then; we rejoice now. We rejoice with you forevermore.
Jesus said let the children come, and so we do with joy and gladness.
A pre-school filled with laughter and love; children and youth who praise the Lord,
Sunday schools and small groups where pilgrims on the journey seek to learn and walk in your
Word. A community striving to know you more.
You taught us then. You teach us now. Teach us your ways forevermore.
Through mission and outreach we have sought to be your hands and feet and voice.
Ramps built to make life easier; backpacks of blessing filled to feed the hungry;
random acts of kindness spread throughout our community. Through ministry and mission and
many more programs too numerous to name, we seek to serve you Lord.
Servants then; servants now. We serve you forevermore.

With celebration and generosity, we lift our voices in praise,
with Children’s programs, theatrical productions, cantata’s and Christmas plays,
With the chiming of bells, Gospel Fest, Seder meals and more,
We have lifted our hearts and voices to you in the sacrifice of adoration and worship.
We praised you then; we praise you now. We will praise you forevermore.

We love to eat and gather often we do; to commune with one another.
For when two or more are gathered, you O Lord, are here. At the Lord’s Table and at the dinner
table. With 5th Sunday Potlucks, potato bakes, BBQ’s and fish fries, funeral meals, and
Wednesday night suppers, we gather with family and friends and strangers alike in the joy of
fellowship. To eat, yes, but more so to catch a glimpse of Christ in the smile on our neighbor’s
face and in the voice of another on the same journey.
You abided in us then; you abide in us now. Abide in us forevermore.
Through a century and fifty years, we have come to stand firm and hold strong in this place,
A mighty cloud of witnesses looks down upon us, their lives and heritage we remember and
recall. May your Holy Spirit, burn with fire like a mighty wind blowing through us, so with you,
we may boldly go and make disciples in your name.
For all who have gone before us; for all who will come after us. May your faithful be ever
found here, now and forevermore. AMEN.

And So…. It was off to lunch we go….

A time of food and fellowship

A time to rejoice and celebrate

A time to relax and enjoy each other’s company

The Icing on the Cake!

Two more cute faces!

Our wonderful weekend was almost at its end, but one more thing,
the Special Concert performed by Dr. Raquel Martinez to benefit our
friends and part of our Methodist heritage in Bandera: The Polly Texas
Restoration project. A blessing to us all!

May we forever faithful
be…
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