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Letter from John and Moni Mathew 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Greetings from the Mathew family in the most precious name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  We appreciate you for your love and concern and prayers for us.  We thank you for your 
partnership to reach many for Christ in this part of the world.   We always remember you in our 
prayers. 
 

We are doing OK.  Once in a while Moni is having some 
difficulties - but not bad.  Becky and Bobby John are doing well 
in Australia.  Joshua, their son, is in the 12th grade, and is the 
captain of his school.  Their daughter, Hazel, is in the 8th 
grade, gets very good marks and does well in sports.  Benjamin 
and Jessy are enjoying their son, Marc John Mathew. He is 15 
weeks old.  Bobby and Chanchal are busy with their jobs. 
 

The mission work is going well, but slow.  There are many 
rules and regulations that have been introduced to curtail the 
work.  Also, there is more oppositions from all sides, and 
new laws coming up to control the democratic freedom.  It is 
hard to see a bright future, but we are praying to God to 
intervene to stop these problems.  Please join with us in this 
prayer.  We know that God is in control and helping us.  He is 
the one who gives success. 
 

During the month of April, we had VBS and in May we had leaders training.  Both programs 
went well, and in May we also had six baptisms. 
 

Winter and spring are our dry season.  This year we had severe draught, and many areas of 
Kerala experienced drinking water shortages.  Now the monsoon has started and that 
problem is solved.  However, millions have suffered with diseases such as Typhoid, Jaundice, 
Chicken Gunea, and Japanese Elephantitis. 
          

 This year we have 90 children in Bethany Childrens Home, including three 2nd grade boys that 
belong to women who work at the home.  Government agencies, like Child Protection Unit and 
Child Welfare Committee are trying to stop poor children (families having financial problems) 
from going to orphanages or any other child care places. They are providing funds to keep the 
children in their own homes.  Satan is trying to stop anyone from coming to know Jesus.  He 
wants to close all doors for evangelism. 
 

Our Needs: 
1.  Prayer. 
2.  A 7 KW Generator for the orphanage.  The generator is especially needed during the dry 
season.  Almost all of Kerala’s electricity is produced by hydroelectric plants that struggle in 
the dry months.  At that time, the electricity can be shut off for hours during the day and night.  
($3,500 is the cost of the generator.  However, a new tax has just been introduced and we may 
have to pay a 28% tax on the unit.) 
3.  Book shelves for both floors of the dormitory for the children to keep their books.  (The cost 
is not yet known.  We will buy material and pay a welder for his service.  A couple of years ago 
we purchased manufactured shelves, but they didn’t last.) 
 

We thank you all for your prayers and faithful support for us and for the mission work. 
 

In His Service 
 

John and Moni 
 
 

 



2017 VBS 
 

All VBS sessions took place in April this year.  
VBS was held in nine places, and the total number 
in attendance was 1,051.  Included in that number 
are the 509 that took part in the VBS at Bethany 
Childrens Home.  These sessions were a great 
opportunity for these children to learn about Jesus.  
We are very grateful to the Lord for keeping this 
teaching opportunity open.  The Hindu majority in 
Kerala has not interfered with VBS even though it 
is widely publicized and each session ends with all 
the kids marching through the surrounding 
neighborhood.  We are also greatly appreciate 
our supporters for providing the money to make 
VBS possible.   

 Leadership Training 
 

From May 14th through the 20th, leadership training was held in the Multipurpose Building just 
outside the gate of Bethany Childrens Home.  The training is for the twenty preachers that work 
with John Mathew, Elders and Deacons of the mission’s churches, and anyone in the 
congregations that is interested and can be away 
from home or work for the seven days.   
 

Forty people were able to attend the full program, 
and another six were able to take in some classes.  
The first and last days are only partial, but for the 
five days in between, everyone attending is together 
for the full day.  This allows considerable time for 
classes, planning sessions and good Christian 
fellowship.  
 

 
Bethany Childrens Home 
 

A new year started in June for the girls of Bethany Childrens Home.  June is the beginning of 
the school year, so girls that completed their education returned home and new girls have 
arrived to live at Bethany.  At present, there are 82 girls and three boys living at the home.  The 
boys are all sons of kitchen workers at Bethany and are all in 2nd grade. 
 
 

 

  

One of the VBS General Sessions 

Action Song About the Rich Man and Lazarus Another Action Song 


