
I have recently returned from a trip to eastern Ukraine to check on our work there and explore new possibilities 
on expanding our outreach to help thousands of internally displaced and at-risk children, single mothers and 
families. Braving the single digits of a January wintry blast, together with our volunteers, we fed, visited and 
encouraged many who live in extreme poverty.

Humanitarian Crisis in eastern Ukraine 
Internally displaced people (IDP) escaping massive 
fighting in eastern Ukraine have flooded the city of 
Mariupol, that borders the southern part of the front 
line. As I write this, thousands of people have no 
access to safe running water, heat and electricity in 
their dwellings and have to live (often with small 
children!) in houses that barely hold up. If they 
happen to have all their documents in order (which 
is rarely the case), the government allocates them 
a meager amount for a few months to settle in, but 
that is enough only to either buy basic food, OR 
pay for their rent OR heat.

On these pictures you can see inside and outside the 
"homes" of displaced families. It is usually a one room 
dwelling where everybody sleeps side by side: some 
on old beds, but mostly on mattresses on a dirt floor. In 
a corner, there is a WWII era wood stove to heat and 
cook on. They eat what they can find in city or 
restaurant dumpsters, or beg for money to buy bread 
and potatoes. Some children cannot go to school 
simply because they don't own a coat! Their stories of 
everyday survival are heart-breaking!

Several times each week, at three local 
churches, HUNDREDS of people 
receive food packets and hot meals as 
well as a warm welcome and fellowship. 
The Gospel is shared and God is 
praised for His provision.

http://mulberryinternational.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6d208051a74a24cb76aa2a4be&id=86bf0471dc&e=4d72724a29
http://mulberryinternational.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6d208051a74a24cb76aa2a4be&id=86bf0471dc&e=4d72724a29


Mulberry has received a grant from International Disaster Emergency Services (IDES) which now can help 
alleviate despicable living conditions of hundreds of displaced and at-risk families. In January, our board 
member and I came to visit the beneficiaries of this grant. We were moved by their gratitude and stories of 
survival. On behalf of hundreds of people currently receiving warm meals, clothes and medicine, we would 
like to thank IDES and all our generous donors for their life-saving contributions! Every dollar makes a 
difference there!

Join our work in feeding the hungry in Ukraine! 

Our volunteers are taking care of physical and spiritual needs of people 
coming for help. We follow up with each individual and his/her needs through 
personal contact and form relationships by serving them. 

Committ to pray for people receiving our help!

Single mothers' plea 
Ever since I stepped up as the Director Mulberry International 
Resources, God has put it on my heart to help single mothers 
and at-risk teenage girls. Ukrainian orphanages are filled with 
social orphans, who have at least one parent living but due to 
alcohol/drug abuse, or extreme poverty, they were taken away 
from their biological families. I am a big advocate of preserving 
biological families at all cost, and am so excited that my 
passion lines up with God's direction at this moment! 

This is a story of one single mother who represents thousands 
of at-risk families throughout Ukraine and Crimea. Our ministry 
in both regions now has started efforts to come alongside 
these girls and help them through difficult times, so that they 
can keep their children and raise them in safe environment. 
Valya, a 24-year old orphan, having been physically abused 
by her husband, escaped the war region with two of her three 
children. Her in-laws in the Donetsk region are keeping her 
middle child to receive child support for her and spend the 
money on vodka. Valya had nowhere to go in Mariupol, except 
for a distant relative, who turned out to also be an alcohol 
addict. The "aunt" would take Valya's child support and buy 
alcohol for her and her son-in-law who is a convicted rapist. 
When Valya objected, he threatened to "take care" of her in 
the woods so that no one would ever find her. The one room 
flat (1st picture) is where Valya, her 4-year old son and 8-
months old daughter, together with the aunt lived. It was a 
cold, filthy, condemned dump with cockroaches and lice. Any 
social service raid would have resulted in her children being 
taken away. When we came to know about Valya's situation, 
we moved her and her children to a Christian shelter (2nd 
picture), where she felt safe and taken care of. 

The ministry of Mulberry gave her hope and a start to a 
new life! 

As we see the smiles and laughter of these children and their 
parents, we see a new born hope in their hearts that God has 
heard their cry. Join us in bringing "a cup of water in the name 
of Jesus" to them! (Mark 9:41)

http://mulberryinternational.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6d208051a74a24cb76aa2a4be&id=5ca35f852d&e=4d72724a29
mailto:natasha@mulberryinternational.org?subject=Please%20add%20me%20to%20your%20prayer%20list!
http://mulberryinternational.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6d208051a74a24cb76aa2a4be&id=5ca35f852d&e=4d72724a29
mailto:natasha@mulberryinternational.org?subject=Please%20add%20me%20to%20your%20prayer%20list!

