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First Place for Bible Quiz  
in One of the Groups

First Place for Memory Verses in 
One of the Groups

All the Kids That Attended  
the Youth Camp

December Youth Camp 
Just under 200 teens attended the 
December Youth Camp and had a great time 
while learning about Jesus. The event took 
place on the grounds of Bethany Childrens 
Home. The kids were divided by age into 
three groups for smaller group classes and 
competition.  

Like most Youth Camps, this camp was four 
days long. Because the kids sleep at the 
camp their schedule can be packed from 
early morning to late in the evening. 
Everyone was up at 5 AM and had two hours 

to get cleaned up and have personal devotions before they met for group devotions. The mornings 
also included periods of Bible study and singing along with a half hour for breakfast around 9 AM. 
Afternoons included more Bible study and singing along with time to practice for different 
competitions that would be held the last day. The evening was mostly filled with a general session of 
singing and preaching that ran to 9 PM when dinner was served. By the end of dinner, the kids were 
exhausted and lights out at 10:15 PM was not a problem. 

Competition on the last day was keen, and included memory 
verses, Bible quizzes, Bible references and singing. For the 
memory verse competition, the kids sat in a circle and took turns 
reciting Bible verses. They could recite any Bible verse they 
wanted, but it could not be a repeat of a verse that they or 
anyone else had already given. It also had to be perfect. Bible 
quizzes were written competition on one or two books of the 
Bible. For Bible references the kids earned points by being the 
first to look up and read a Bible verse. You have probably already 
guessed what the singing competition was. John Mathew said 
that some of the kids had very good voices. One of the Three Groups



Girls Receiving Their Presents from John 
Mathew and Lissy George

Although the Scriptures and song books are 
still in boxes in the picture, many have already 
been given away and are helping people know 

Jesus.

Bibles, New Testaments and Song Books 
In the last newsletter we shared a need for funds to purchase Bibles, New Testaments and Song 
Books. Several supporters responded with generous gifts to help with this need, and we are thankful 
for the help. John Mathew has already purchased 200 Bibles, 100 New Testaments, 100 song 
books and a number of individual Gospels. This is enough for immediate use, and there is still 
money left to purchase more later in the year. These books will be freely distributed in different 
ways, including giving a new Bible to each person that is baptized and handing out individual 
Gospels to people that the mission’s preachers talk to during their weekly calling.

Christmas Party at Bethany Childrens Home 
Thanks to the generosity of Hopeful Hearts Foundation and families that support the mission, the 
girls living at Bethany Childrens Home were able to have a Christmas party with a big cake and 
receive a gift. Each of the eighty girls living at the home received either a sweater or casual dress, 
depending on their need. The girls get good care, but not many extras, so they really enjoyed the 
party and the gifts. The cake was, of course, the favorite treat for the girls, but they were not 
disappointed by the apples that they also received.  

Hopeful Hearts Foundation is an organization that helps orphans around the world. They support 
several of the girls living at Bethany and give additional money each month to help with special 
needs at the home. You can learn about them at: www.hopefulheartsfoundation.org.


