
I PETER 
Verse-By-Verse Lesson 

For Sunday, April 12 

Hi Dear Friends!    

 

It’s good to be studying God’s Word with you again.  It’s unfortunate that we have to 

meet this way but we are going through “various trials” as were the recipients of this 

letter from Peter the Apostle.   

 

The structure of my presentations will consist of Power Point charts, similar to what I 

presented in class, but with printed text to expand or summarize the noted information 

on the charts.  My texts may immediately follow the individual chart note, or, it may 

follow the complete chart.   

 

I am uncertain as to the effectiveness of this approach so I will appreciate your 

feedback and suggestions on ways to improve the study. 

 

Write here:  david4ash@sbcglobal.net    
 

Take care,  

David Ash 

mailto:david4ash@sbcglobal.net


I PETER 1:1-16 

Since it has been 3-4 weeks since we held  our “Verse-by-Verse” class and had 

already begun our study in I Peter (through 1:1-16),  I will begin with a review of Chap. 

1;1-16 this week and start the new material next week.   I will identify the verses to be 

considered, and ask that you read those identified prior to viewing the charts and text. 

(vs 1:1-2)  SALUTION;( Author and Recipients of Letter) 

Let’s begin with a short review of what is known about the author, Peter.  



(vs 1a)  Author 

I PETER 1:1-16 

  Biographical Sketch of “Peter”: 

 Father; John, or Jonas. 

 Original Name; (Aramaic) Simon Bar Jonas. 

 Named by Jesus as; Cephas (Aramaic), means stone/rock;  

Translated to Greek as Petros and to English as Peter. 

 Brother; Andrew; a disciple of JTB. 

 Home; Bethsaida then Capernaum. 

 Trade; Fisherman, with Andrew & partners James & John. 

 Married; Jesus healed his mother-in-law @ Capernaum. 

 Always 1st named in list of  the 12 Apostles (4 X). 

 Inner Circle of Jesus, with James & John. 

 Life & ministry; more is known than about any other Apostle. 

  More prominent in Gospels & Acts 1-12. 



I PETER 1:1-16 

From an academic view, it is interesting to note the various names one finds in the 

scripture for this man.  As noted in the chart the reasons are (1) Jesus changed his 

name, and (2) the several languages common in that area, at that time.  Aramaic; the 

common vernacular of the area of Palestine (Jesus’ language); Greek, the prevailing 

international language and used for business. The Greek Old Testament 

(“Septuagint”) was to give it more wide-spread use.  The Romans spoke Latin and 

Greek while Hebrew had been totally reduced as an everyday language by that time, 

even in Israel. 

It is also good to note Andrew as Peter’s brother, and his partners in his fishing 

business were the brothers James and John.  The four of which, having this close 

relationship, also being called to be four of Jesus’ apostles----three of which being in 

Jesus’ closest, inner circle. 

 

(vs 1b-2) Recipients of Letter 
The map on the following slide indicates the approximate locations of these 

believing Jews and their apparent home churches.  One could call them expatriate 

Israelis since Jews generally consider Israel “home” no matter where they reside.   

Remember in Acts when Jews from many countries would return to Jerusalem to 

celebrate Pentecost.  Note that all 5 of the identified locations are in the current 

country of Turkey. 

 



“HOME CHURCHES” 



I PETER 1:1-16 

(vs 1:3-5) The Benefits They Share as Believers 

After reading these verses,  name the many “benefits” the Lord has blessed each of us 

with as believers.   I counted 5 see if you agree.   These “benefits” cover the period from 

the instant one believes in Jesus as Savior and Lord until we see Him at His return. 

FIRST BENEFIT (vs 3) 

  “has begotten us again”(NKJV); “has given us new birth”(NIV); 

“caused us to be born again”(NAS)  

 Meaning? Read John 3:1-12 

This is the story of Nicodemus and Jesus when Jesus explained to him that to be 

saved one had to be “born again” and that this was the work of the Holy Spirit when 

one believed in Him (vs 3:16).  Theologically, this is called “regeneration”; a change in 

one’s moral & spiritual nature or desires.  A believer will still sin, but not as a 

continuous habit of life.  When a believer sins, his fellowship with Christ is broken and 

remedied by confession and repentance (1 John 1:9).  The result of being “born again” 

is also explained by Paul in II Cor. 5:17.   

SECOND BENEFIT (vs 3) 

  A believer has been saved “to a living hope”.  

This “benefit” is explained in Titus 2:13, “looking for the blessed hope and glorious 

appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ”.  See also Titus 3:7. 



I PETER 1:1-16 

THIRD BENEFIT (vs 3) 

  Our resurrection because of “the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

      from the dead,” 
Of course this is an implied benefit based on other scripture.  That other, associated 

scripture presents the argument that only because Jesus was truly resurrected from 

the dead can a believer also be resurrected after death to new life in and with Him.  

See I Cor 15:1-8, 12-18 for the argument for Jesus’ resurrection, and I Thess. 413-19 

for the case for a believers’ resurrection. 

FOURTH BENEFIT (vs 4) 

 The believer has an “inheritance”: 

  The basis:   Rom. 8:16-17, “The Spirt Himself bears witness 

with our spirit that we are children of God and if  

     children, then heirs---heirs of God and joint heirs 

     with Christ,”  

 The “inheritance”: John 14: 2, “In My Father’s house are many 

mansions…I go to prepare a place for you…” 

The very promise of Christ Himself.  Can you imagine God writing in His the list of 

His family tree the name of Jesus, then yours, mine, other believers…?  I am a 

“child of the King”, joint heir with Christ, Wow!!  If that doesn’t bless you nothing 

will. 
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FIFTH BENEFIT (vs 5) 

  “who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation 

      ready to be revealed in the last time.” 

One is saved “through faith” and that salvation is “kept’ / protected / guaranteed by the 

power of the Living God.  It was promised; I John 5:11-13, “And this is the report, that 

God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  He who has the Son has life; 

he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.  These things I have written 

to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have 

eternal life.”   And God is faithful and will deliver what He promises; John 10;28, “And I 

give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them 

out of My hand.”   

 

And one has all these benefits the instant one believes  and is totally fulfulled when 

Jesus comes again . 

OUR RESPONSE? (vs 6a);  we “greatly rejoice”!!  Revelation 19:7, “We will leap for joy 

again at the end of he tribulation when Jesus comes again to this earth!” 
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(vs 6-9)  Good News and Bad News 
Peter stated that those Jewish believers in Turkey were rejoicing in the benefits just 

recalled; that is the “good news”.  But the “bad news” was that they were experiencing 

“various trials”.  Biblical scholars are not aware of any known trials that Christians 

were experiencing at that time since it was several decades prior to the sever 

persecutions from Rome.   But, no trials are enjoyable, so let us consider God’s 

purpose in allowing any trials to come into our lives.  In vs 7, Peter explains that it is to 

test, prove one’s faith in Christ. That faith is what cements one’s fellowship with Christ.   

James 1 says that we are to be glad when these trials come because they strengthen 

one’s faith, and Peter concludes in stating that a strong faith offers up “praise, honor, 

and glory” to Jesus Christ.  

(vs 10-12)  Prophets Sought the “When” of the Messianic Prophesies  

Peter, under the inspiration of the Spirit, stated that the prophets and even the angels 

wanted to know the timing of the Messiah’s coming, but, that those prophesies had 

fulfillment in the current generation.  I suspect that Peter was emphasizing to these 

believers how important the gospel and their acceptance of it should be valued in 

their own hearts----and thus the reason for his next exhortation in vs 13-16. 
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(vs 13-16)  “Be Imitators of God like little children” (Ephes. 5:1) 

Notice the equivalence of Paul’s exhortation to the church at Ephesus to that of Peter’s 

to the churches in Turkey.  In vs 13 Peter says “get ready, get serious, trust fully in God 

for His total “package” (see “benefits” vs 3-5) of salvation. 

In vs 14 he says the something similar to what Paul did in Rom. 12:2, “And do not be 

conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you 

may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” 

Then finally in vs 15-16, he concludes with what should be the ultimate goal of all 

Christians; “be holy for I am holy”. 

I feel a good summarizing teaching from these first 16 verses of I Peter, can be found 

in II Cor. 7:1, “Therefore, having these promises (benefits of salvation in vs 3-5), 

beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting 

holiness in the fear of God.” 

NEXT WEEK 
1 PETER 1:17-25 


