
1 PETER 4:12-19 

Suffering for the Glory of God 

To put you in an appropriate mine frame, consider the above title to our study. 

What is the very first thing that comes to your mind?  Is it a positive or negative 

thought; is it good or bad; is it pleasant or unpleasant?  I would be surprised if the 

first  adjective in these 3 optional reactions was your response.  However, as we 

will see later, Peter will tell us that it is something that we should “rejoice” in; that 

we should consider our selves “blessed” by it, and that we should feel “honored” 

by it. He says these “strange” reactions can be ours when we trust in our “faithful 

God”. 

 

I will be dividing our study into 3 segments; (vs 12-14)  “Reactions to Sufferings”;     

(vs 15-16); “Causes for Sufferings”; and, (vs 17-19) “We Walk by Faith, and Suffer 

in Faith”.  The scripture will be quoted from the NJKV.   Let’s begin with our first 

segment; “Reactions to Sufferings”. 

(vs 4:12-14) “Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery 

trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened 

to you; but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s 

sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad 

with exceeding joy.  If you are reproached for the Name of Christ, 

blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.  

On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified.”   



1 PETER 4:12-19 
(vs 4:12-14) “Reactions to Suffering” (Scripture in italics not in NAS or NIV) 

The first reaction identified is not to think it strange”, or “be surprised”. 

 I feel I would question Peter on that statement.  “Surprised” is exactly the 

first response I would expect of these Jewish believers.   Based on the 

information Peter had provided to these folks earlier in his letter, I suspect 

they are relatively recent believers.  As such, of course they would be 

“surprised” at hearing about “suffering for the name of Jesus (vs 4:14).  They 

had believed and joyfully accepted the gospel (”good news”) of Christ that 

had been preached to them (1:12).  Peter had spent much of chapter 1 & 2 of 

this epistle reminding them of the marvelous benefits of their salvation.  Now 

he gives them the “bad news” of Christianity.  Peter had hinted at the 

possibility of them being grieved at some time (vs 1:6-7), and that some folks 

may speak evil of them (3:16) every now and then, but nothing like what he 

was saying here!   “Fiery trials”!  Wow; as Peter said in vs 4:7, this is serious 

business.   One can be sure they were paying attention now.    

  So, the second reaction identified (by implication) is “expect it”, the opposite 

      of “surprised”. 

 Why should they, or any Christian, expect to “suffer for Christ’s sake?  For 

the recipients or this letter, Peter may have been saying “don’t be 

surprised when it happens in the future because it will”, as a warning.   

Rather, than, “you should not be surprised, you should have expected it”.  

One reason for the first case is that the major persecution of Christians in 

the Roman empire had not begun at this time . 



1 PETER 4:12-19 

(vs 4:12-14) con’t 

However, what about you and I who have had all the scriptures for thousands of 

years?  It should definitely be expected by you and me.  Consider the following 

scriptures; 

John 15:18-20, “If the world hates you, you know that it hated 

Me before it hated you.  If you were of the world, the world 

would love its own.  Yet because you are not of the world, but I 

chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.” 

  Paul warned Timothy  concerning future persecutions; 

II Tim. 3:12, “Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ 

Jesus will suffer persecution.” 

1 John3:13, “Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates 

you 

    The thing that bothers me most is why am I not suffering for Christ’s sake?  Is 

     my conduct and conversation not godly enough to be recognized as such  

     (II Tim. 3:12 above)?   Is it to come later in my life (better hurry)?  Is it just not 

     God’s will (3:17)?   I certainly hope it’s the latter.  

 Jesus told the Apostles they would be hated. 

 John also told believers they would be hated. 



1 PETER 4:12-19 

(vs 4:12-14) con’t 

 The third reaction indicated is emotional stress (vs 4:12) “which is to try you”.  

Peter had said this previously in 1:6-7 and James confirmed this in James 1:2-4 

The stress comes  from one’s faith being “tested by fire”; experiencing real 

spiritual warfare; exercising patience and your spiritual strength through 

prayer; appropriating the strength provide by the Holy Spirit; -----and, all the 

while Satan is putting doubts in your mind and attempting to block your trust 

in the Lord, and questioning  “will all your efforts really result in ‘praise, honor, 

and glory’?” (vs 1:6-7).   

 The fourth reaction indicated is “rejoicing” (vs 4:13). 

 Note that Peter speaks of a heavenly reward  of “exceeding joy”, given that 

one had shared to some “extent” in the like suffering of Christ.  Their 

“exceeding joy” would come from the glory they would share in heaven 

with Jesus.  Peter’s words of “to the extent” would appear to indicate that 

a believers eternal reward is proportional to their degree of suffering  in 

this life.  Jesus also related a believers suffering for Jesus’ sake to rewards 

in heaven; 

Matt 5:11-12, “”Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, 

and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.  Rejoice 

and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so 

they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 



1 PETER 4:12-19 

(vs 4:12-14) con’t 

  Paul also spoke of heavenly rewards for his suffering in this life for Christ’s 

sake.     

Rom. 8:18, “For I consider that the sufferings of this present 

time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall 

be revealed in us.” 

James 1:2-4, “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into 

various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces 

patience.  But let patience have its perfect work, that you may 

be perfect and complete lacking nothing”. 

 From the “emotional stress” this testing naturally generates in the believer, 

James promises spiritual growth in this life, and it is this result that the 

believer who “desires to live godly in Christ Jesus” (II Tim. 3:12) will rejoice 

in.  

 In vs 1:6-7 Peter also spoke of heavenly rewards resulting from suffering in 

this life for Christ’s sake.  Note that we are speaking about suffering “for 

Christ’s sake”,  not just suffering in general-----we all do that, and we should 

exhibit the same traits with that suffering as well.  This is what James is 

speaking of in; 



1 PETER 4:12-19 
(vs 4:12-14) con’t 

 The fifth reaction mentioned is “happy” (KJV); “blessed” (NKJV,NAS,NIV) 

  “blessed” (3107)*; Greek **= makarios; blessed, possessing the 

      characteristics of deity.  It indicates the state of the believer in Christ.  Happy, 

      not in the sense of good fortune, but because God has made one fully 

      satisfied because He indwells the believer through Christ.  See Matt. 5:3-10. 

  Verse 4:14 confirms this definition by saying “for the Spirit of Glory and of  

      God rests upon you”, ie, in us and with us always.   

  Note that in vs 3:14 Peter had earlier stated that one is blessed  when suffering 

“for righteousness sake”.  

Now lets consider two situations that can lead to suffering by a believer.  One of 

the two situations might surprise you. 

“But  let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, and evildoer, or 

as a busybody in other people’s matters.  Yet if anyone suffers as 

a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this 

matter (“name”; NAS, NIV). 

(vs 4:15-16)  “Causes for Sufferings” 

  The first cause Peter mentions is in vs 4:15; One’s Own Sin. 

  Accepting the fact that all Christians will occasionally sin, yet the sins 

      mentioned here must be thought shocking at the most and unusual 

      in the least.  Murder, stealing, other evil acts-----and busybody??  

* “Strongs’ Concordance”    ** Zodhiates Lexical Aids to the N.T.” 



1 PETER 4:12-19 
(vs 4:15-16) con’t 

 This appears to be a mismatch of sins if ranked by severity of evil.  Peter 

may be telling us that God sees all sins alike, each of which breaks the 

bond of fellowship we have with God until we confess and repent that sin 

(1 John 1:9).  Recall from 2 weeks ago that we saw that man will be held 

accountable for “every idle word one speaks” (Matt. 12:37). 

 The second cause of suffering is “for Christ’s sake”. 

 Peter is saying that we may suffer when one lives a godly way in taking a 

stand for Jesus.  Peter’s teaching is simple enough; when you do suffer 

for that cause, don’t be ashamed.   Rather, consider it an honor that you 

can bear the name of Christian----not in personal pride, but as a true 

“ambassador for Christ” (II Cor. 5:20) carrying His gospel of hope “to any 

who ask” (3:15). 



1 PETER 4:12-19 

Our final set of verses leads us to “the bottom line” of Peter’s exhortation 

in vs 4:7, that is, be “serious and watchful in your prayers”. 

(vs 4:17-19)  “Judgement Day is Coming”! 

“For the time has come for judgement to begin at the house of 

God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those 

who do not obey the gospel of God?”  Now, 

“If the righteous one is scarcely saved, where will 

the ungodly and the sinner appear?” 

Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God 

commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful 

Creator.” 

Peter’s teaching here is built around (a) a statement of fact, (b) a question, and 

(c) a statement of advice. 

 

(a) Statement of Fact;  The time for judgement is near, and the first to face 

judgement will be believers.   

  The authors of my 3 commentaries each felt that the “judgement” Peter  

      is speaking of here is in the believers’ lifetime, and consisted  



1 PETER 4:12-19 

(vs 4:17-19) con’t 

of the chastisement a believer receives for wrong doing; the purification and 

strengthening of their faith through suffering that comes to them according to 

God’s will. Secondly, that the “judgement” for the un-believer is the “final 

judgement”.  My problem with that understanding is that it speaks of two totally 

different types of judgements; one during life on earth and one after death.  It is my 

understanding (which may be incorrect) that Peter is speaking of the “final” 

judgement for both believer and un-believer.  The believer’s final judgement is the 

first to occur; defined as the “judgement seat of Christ”, where the believer’s 

“works” are judged and results in rewards or loss of rewards in heaven.   This 

occurs after the “rapture” and before the 2nd coming of Christ.  The un-believer is 

judged at the “great white throne judgement” where their works are judged for 

condemnation because their names are not written in the “book of life, and this 

occurs after the “millennium”, at the final judgement of the earth.  

(b)  The real question here is not which view is correct; that is secondary to Peter’s 

point in these verses.  I feel that point is that if a believer only gets to heaven by 

“the skin of his teeth”, what is the end going to be like for the un-believer?  The 

answer to that question is “not good!”  Did you ever ask yourself, “If I really believe 

in “hell’, what am I doing about my unsaved friends, neighbors, or family 

members?”  Be careful when you ask that question, for most of us the answer is 

not pretty.   

(c) So, Peter’s advice began in vs 4:7, “get serious, be in prayer, the end is coming” 

and finishes in vs 4:19, with “be patient in your suffering according to God’s 

will; commit your soul to Him Who is totally faithful; and keep doing good.” 



1 PETER 4:12-19 

(vs 4:17-19) con’t 

That ends our study in Chapter 4 of 1 Peter but I will end the discussion with a home 

work question for you all; please email me your answer; 

I used the expression “by the skin of his teeth” in the (b) part of this last section.  

What well-known person first coined this expression?    

NEXT WEEK; Our study will address 1 Peter 5 and we will see 

how far we progress in it.  God bless us all this next week as we 

spend good time in His word. 


