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SPREADING GOSPEL SEEDS
OUR PURPOSE IN THE PROCESS
We each have been blessed with
our own story of how the Lord has
worked and continues to work in
our lives. Recently I was speaking
to someone about how when we
share our story with another that it is like sowing seed, and
that we should spread it widely and joyfully. Of course, I didn’t come up with that metaphor – it is an ancient metaphor of
how the gospel spreads. But I felt it would be good to share a
few thoughts about why sharing the gospel is like spreading
seed is such a good metaphor.
The most time-effective way to spread seed is to do it profusely. When we spread grass seed, we don’t know which
seeds will take root and which ones are “duds” so-to-speak.
When we share with others, we do so freely and copiously.
We don’t know where the seed of the gospel will take root.
Some of it ends up on good soil, some on the sidewalk. But if
we were to take the time to plant each grass seed individually,
we would get little planted, and even then, it wouldn’t guarantee success for each seed. When the seed takes root, we of
course care for it by watering it and taking care of it, but the
point is we don’t know which seeds are “good” until they selfidentify by growing.

we can talk more about discipleship and mentoring after
growth starts, which is part of spiritual growth. But my point
is that we can spend so much time lamenting what little
sprouting happens that we stop spreading seed. Yet if we
truly understand that we can’t control where the gospel takes
hold and leave that up to God, then we can feel successful in
the simple purpose of planting seeds.
Robert Louis Stevenson said, “Don’t judge each day by the harvest you reap, but by the seeds you plant.” So, let us be seed
spreaders. Let God be God, he will oversee the sprouting and
the yield. Our task is to simply keep going, with joy in our
hearts, knowing that the Lord walks beside us as we plant, and
teaches and ministers to our hearts if we humbly spread the
good news of Jesus Christ.

Pastor Scott Larson, Senior Pastor

We walk ahead or beside of the seed while planting it. You
don’t walk all over the seeds you just planted, or it will push
the seeds down too far or expose them in ways they shouldn’t. Likewise, we need to either walk ahead of our seed by
being gospel examples in how we live our lives, or else walk
beside our gospel seeds if they have questions. We should not
“trample” them by smothering them or spending so much
time trying to make one seed grow that we cease planting others. Remember that God does the growing anyway. It is our
privilege to assist, but only as needed.
The quality of the seed influences the number of seeds that
take hold. Likewise, we should continue to work out the gospel in our own lives. In that way, the seed we plant will be
from better “stock” of sorts.
Finally, perhaps the best way that seed-spreading is a good
metaphor for our spreading of the gospel is through the simple concept of our purpose in the process. We know in our
head that God is in charge of the growing, yet in our heart we
often judge our “success” by the yield or fruit that we see
from the seed we’ve planted. If we don’t see quick or immediate growth, we can get discouraged when we slip into thinking
that our job was more than to plant gospel seeds. Certainly,
For more information about Covenant Presbyterian Church call (714) 998-6650 or visit us online at www.covp.org
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DISCOVER COVENANT:
Start from the beginning…
1. FILL OUT A CONNECT CARD
2. TURN IT IN FOR A GIFT
3. ATTEND COVENANT 101

This introductory class is a great way to get to know about Covenant as a
church, membership, and baptism. The class is led by our Pastoral Staff. Light
meal served. For next session call Martha at 714.998.6650.

COVENANT 101
“Learn more about faith, baptism, and
COVP membership.”
REGISTER at 714.998.6650 or at
churchadmin@covp.org with Martha.

TESTIMONIES
“Your story is powerful… life changing…
growth worthy… life saving...”
To share your story of faith, please write
to courier@covp.org and we will be in
touch.

WORSHIP

10:15am | Sundays
We gather to worship Him, sing His
praises, offer thanks to Him, and give
wholeheartedly for all He has done.

GIVING FROM THE HEART

Give Online with ease and
dedication
Giving from the heart is something that
can be difficult to do… no matter our
feelings or circumstances, God deserves
our first and best, dedicate your tithes
online today:
1. WWW.COVP.ORG 2. GIVE tab
3. (Instructions follow)

DISCIPLESHIP WORKSHOPS
A vital part of being a Christian…
go and make disciples of all nations…
find out how, here.
3/9, | 9AM-12PM | HERITAGE LOUNGE
Other sessions: 4/6, 5/4
Come to them all!
For more information about Covenant Presbyterian Church call (714) 998-6650 or visit us online at www.covp.org
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coming up

Spring and Summer are coming upon us rapidly which means, all the wonderful moments we have to connect with others in
our community is also approaching. Here are some of the great opportunities coming up in the next few months to prepare
your hearts for. While you mark your calendars for these dates, try to also mark your hearts. As more details become available,
try to find time to donate at these events, for the church, kids and community. Volunteering is a huge part of extending the
knowledge and benefits of Christ to the people and places God has given us… If you would like to volunteer and serve at these
events or just participate in our Welcome Team on Sundays every once in a while, we hope you will find time to dedicate to
the Lord in service.

HOLY WEEK
APRIL 14 - 21

JERUSALEM MARKETPLACE
APRIL 20

Palm Sunday
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
Easter Sunday Worship & Cantata

FAMILY EASTER EVENT
9AM | FREE REGISTRATION
9:30AM-12NOON | EVENT
“Following Jesus’ Walk to the Cross”

We invite you and your entire family to share in experiencing
We invite you to join us for Holy Week at Covenant. As we
Jesus’
journey to the cross. Along the way enjoy the petting zoo,
prepare our hearts to ponder an appreciate His sacrifice, let’s
sampling
food items, making crafts, *dying eggs, and ending your
begin to think about who we would like to share this week with.
time hunting for over 7000 eggs!
Your neighbors? Friends? The checker at the grocery store?
*Please bring six hardboiled eggs to dye.
Reach out and share this precious gift, salvation!

VBS
REGISTRATION BEGINS
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17
online at covp.org
VBS Week | July 22-26

This epic African adventure engages the whole herd. At Roar, kids
explore God’s goodness and celebrate a ferocious faith that
powers them through this wild life. One of the best parts about
Roar VBS—award-winning music! Fun songs your kids will want to
listen to again and again—sure to become a new family fave!
This is a time they will remember forever!

VOLUNTEER AT COVP.ORG
For more information about Covenant Presbyterian Church call (714) 998-6650 or visit us online at www.covp.org
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COVP Music Ministry
Darren Huntting,
Music Director
darren@covp.org

COVP Choir

7th grade +
Thursdays | 7pm
Sanctuary

Worship Team
Thursdays | 6pm
Sanctuary

Junior Choir

TIME TBD
age 4 - 6th grade

Handbell Choir

Thursdays | 5:45pm
Sanctuary 2nd Floor
Erik Der, Conductor

Wanted:
Handbell Ringers
No experience necessary! Participate in worship in a group
ensemble. This is a great way to
praise the Lord and share your
talents!

Guitar Players:
Bass, Acoustic,
Electric
Please contact Darren Huntting
ASAP!

CELEBRATE EASTER
WITH MUSIC IN YOUR HEART!
As Easter fast approaches, we prepare our hearts to reflect on the ultimate sacrifice
that was paid on the cross for our sins. On that third day, He rose from the dead
and by His grace, we are saved! The Covenant Choir will be presenting a moving
musical cantata, “We Are Witnesses,” on Easter Sunday. It is not too late to join the
choir and be part of this exciting ministry.
CHOIR REHEARSALS
7PM | THURSDAYS
Erik Der is our Handbell Director and brings a great life to our worship through
these beautiful bells. We are always looking to expand our music ministry and
welcome anyone who wishes to participate! Come join us to learn about the bells
and participate in worship!
HANDBELL REHEARSALS
5:45PM | THURSDAYS

COVP Drama Ministry
all ages & levels
Seasonal Productions
Joann King
Drama Ministry Director
jking@chapman.edu

The worship team is a vital part of worship that evokes passion in our hearts when
we sing His praises! If you have a heart for worship and a gift to sing, play guitar,
bass, keys, or another band instrument, we would love to welcome you! If you are
interested in joining our team, please contact Darren Huntting at darren@covp.org.
As we look to the future, we are hoping that God will continue to lead and guide us
as we try to make a difference in our church and our community!
WORSHIP BAND PRACTICE
6PM | THURSDAYS

For more information about Covenant Presbyterian Church call (714) 998-6650 or visit us online at www.covp.org
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WORSHIP

COMMUNICATIONS

FINANCE | STEWARDSHIP

Oversees worship service activities.
Elders: Don Shay, Mike Bucsko
Teaching Elder: Pastor Scott Larson
Staff: Pastor Dennis Tarr, Shepherding
Darren Huntting, Music Minister

Oversees internal and external church
communication/print/digital.
Elders: Steve Morris
Staff:
Tricia Davies, Communications Director/
Hospitality

Oversees church finances.
Elders:
Lewis Pearmain, David Runnion.

NOMINATING
Oversees soliciting and screening of
candidates for Elder, Deacon, Deaconess
and School Board.
Elder: Tom Gudvangen, Ken Adams

ADMINISTRATION
Oversees church staff and business
operations.
Elder: David Runnion, Everett Geis
Staff:
Billy Archie, Director of Ministries
Martha Martin, Church Administrator

SCHOOL | EDUCATION
Oversees Covenant Christian School
operations.
Elders:
David King

MEMBERSHIP INVOLVEMENT
& DISCIPLESHIP
Oversees small groups, adult education
and spiritual growth programs.
Elders:
John Hayes, Steve Morris
Teaching Elder:
Pastor Dennis Tarr

On behalf of Session, thank you for your continued prayers
and feedback. We appreciate the many emails we have
received from the congregation sharing your thoughts,
ideas and concerns.
The Family Devotions moment has been a particularly joyful
part of our worship service for many years. Beyond being
really cute, it gives our children a chance to start actively participating in the public worship of God. It also provides an
opportunity for members of the congregation to fulfill vows
they take at every infant Baptism - that we will do our part to
help raise them in the faith - to the end that they will one day
proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.

MISSIONS | OUTREACH
Oversees church support to mission
programs.
Elders: Dennis Wilson

CHILDREN | YOUTH | FAMILY
Oversees youth ministry programs and
Wednesdaysnight programs
Elder: Tom Gudvangen, Mark Glasgow
Staff:
Lisa Ygual, Children’s Ministry Director
Jacob Rice, SOMA Youth Director
Gina Campos, COVP KIDS Coordinator/
Nursery Coordinator

and Our Savior through our obedience.
We have just started a new year with new church officers taking on new assignments. It is also a great time for all members
to actively consider where the Lord would have them serve.
At this time, won’t you please prayerfully consider volunteering to be part of this vital ministry?
Please contact Lisa Ygual (lisa@covp.org) or Steve Morris
(Stephen.Morris@us.thalesgroup.com)
By Elder Steve Morris

Please submit YOUR NAME AND QUESTIONS TO:

The more that the children experience an active and engaged
community of believers, the more we are blessing both them
For more information about Covenant Presbyterian Church call (714) 998-6650 or visit us online at www.covp.org
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ccs | covp kids

SUNDAYS
FIRST STEP | COVP KIDS CHECK-IN
Come to the Welcome Center by the parking lot to
check your kids in to their Sunday School Classes.

ENROLL NOW & SAVE!!
Enroll
before March 29th and save 15% Family Discount on
Open Enrollment is open now for Preschool and K-8!

tuition for CPC Members who enroll their children at CCS. Stop in the
CCS office for more information.

FAMILY DEVOTIONS
Infant +
We encourage all families to participate in this short,
kid-friendly "children's sermon" together.

COVP KIDS SUNDAY SCHOOL
Preschool-6th grade
The children are escorted to their respective “agestage” classes.

CCS HIGHLIGHTS (2018-2019)
03/05 | Boy's Basketball, CCC vs. Calvary Chapel
3:30PM| 1st Playoff Game
03/06 | Ironweed Parent Meeting | 3:15pm
03/08 | K-8 Chapel / 11am VIP IN N OUT Day
Minimum Day K-8 Students
03/09 | CALOC Championship @ CCS | 5pm
(Pending on 3/5 win)
03/14-15 | 3rd Grade Goes to Ironwood
03/15 | K-8 Chapel w/ Jacob Rice
ACSI Math Olympics 4th-8th Grade
03/18 | Report Cards Go Home
School Board Meeting | 6pm

WEEKDAY STUDY

K and up

TUESDAYS/THURSDAYS |3-4pm | Rm. 116
Gina Campos: gcampos@covp.org

03/22 | K-8 Chapel | Cougar Cooperation Awards
03/27-29 | Yosemite Trip w/ Mr. Furey & Middle School

MAKE A DIFFERENCE
BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION COLLECTION
Simple cut out these little tags and help CCS earn money! Collection
at CCS office. Info: Nancy Melander: nlmelander@yahoo.com

Lisa Ygual | lisa@covp.org
Children’s Ministry Director

For more information about Covenant Presbyterian Church call (714) 998-6650 or visit us online at www.covp.org
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SOMA YOUTH

7th grade - high school
7pm Wednesdays
Youth Hall

SERIES: Power of Parables

Jacob Rice
jacobr@covp.org

A Practical Workshop on How to
Communicate the Gospel
Cross-Culturally
Wednesdays | 6 Weeks
From 3/13 - 4/17

6:30pm - 8pm | St. Andrew’s Hall
Dessert and Refreshments served.

Leader: Rev. Nader Hanna

theGathering
18-33|college/career

7pm Sundays
Heritage Lounge

Billy Archie
billy@covp.org

Learn how God is bringing the peoples of the world to Orange
County. Find new ways to bring God back into everyday conversations. Learn how to communicate the Gospel to Muslims and
other traditions in a culturally appropriate way.
Become aware of the relational ways that Jesus engaged people.
Discover the art of noticing, listening and asking questions.
Find out how to walk alongside people who believe differently.
Learn how to become a transformational witness of the Christian faith.
Our lead teacher for this series is Reverend Nader Hanna who
was raised in Egypt, a Muslim Arabic-speaking country, and currently lives in Huntington Beach, CA. As a missionary with the
Keystone Project, Nader helps to make disciples and plant
churches among Muslims in the United States, Egypt, Cyprus
and Lebanon.
Nader is a guest speaker and producer for Christian Arabic Television Networks. He has translated several Christian books from
English into Arabic which is having a great impact on Arabicspeaking churches all over the world. He is a regular producer
for Satellite 7 and other Christian Arabic TV and radio networks.
He is actively involved in helping churches strengthen their outreach, discipleship and leadership training. We are honored to
welcome him back to Covenant for this important series.

For more information about Covenant Presbyterian Church call (714) 998-6650 or visit us online at www.covp.org
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His mercy

SUNDAYS

SUPPORT

WELCOME TEAM

HEALTH SUPPORT GROUP

Anyone with a heart to greet , welcome and
connect new guests and their families to
life at Covenant.
Tricia Davies: courier@covp.org

CREATIVE ARTS MINISTRY
new | time tbd
high school-adult
Contact: Tricia | courier@covp.org

USHER TEAM
sunday worship | two months a year
men, women, high school students
Mike Dedick | michaeldedick@att.net

AV/TECH MINISTRY
audio visual/lighting/media
Assist on Sundays and/or Wednesdays and/
or with productions and special events
Tricia: courier@covp.org
Billy: billy@covp.org
Jacob: jacobr@covp.org

SERVICE
SERVANT’S HEART
NETWORK OF VOLUNTEERS (women)
You are invited to join an amazing group of
women known as those who work “behind
the scenes” giving of their time and talents
serving the Lord.

DEACON’S HANDIWORK CREW
All men of CPC
Second Saturday, 9am
(after men’s breakfast)
SIGN-UP AT THE KIOSK

PRAYER
COVP PRAYER CHAIN
There are different ways to be a link:
Email, Phone and Focus Group.
covenantprayers@hotmail.com
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BY APPOINTMENT
This group will help you overcome your
health obstacles and rejoice in health.
Bob & Joyce Dodson: 714.777.4244
spiritled80@sbcglobal.net

PASTORAL COUNSELING
Marriage and Family.
Please contact the church office
714.998.6650 for an appointment.

GRIEF SHARE SUPPORT
13 week series
Mondays | 5:45pm | Heritage Lounge
Workbook/Video Study | $10 donation
Sally Harrington:
sally.harrington@att.net

OUTREACH
HOMELESS MINISTRY
Beatitudes Church
First Sundays | 6:45am-8:45am
at the lunch tables
Cooking breakfast for the homeless
community church, serve coffee, donuts,
pray, sing
Steve Morris :
Stephen.Morris@us.thalesgroup.com

COVENANT QUILTERS

Homeless Outreach
Beatitudes Church
First Sundays
6:45am-8:45am
at the lunch tables
This is a great opportunity to witness
a church that is solely interested in
one single thing… worshipping the
Lord… in the very simplest form.
The church is not the building, the
church is the people. This congregation is primarily without homes or
permanent living conditions, yet, they
find a way to come together to
worship the Lord, grateful for what
they have.
Just come to meet to help serve
coffee, donuts, pray and sing with the
beatitudes church at lunch tables.
More info: Steve Morris
Stephen.Morris@us.thalesgroup.com

Wednesdays | 9am | Senior Center
Elaine: 714.956.7124

KNOTTY KNITTERS
2nd Saturday | 1-4:30pm| Senior Center
Knit, crochet, teaching. Make blankets and
hats for babies and vets.
Gay Gomez: 714.997.1652

MEALS MINISTRY
meal service | cooking | delivery
Tuesday evenings in the kitchen
Martha Martin: churchadmin@covp.org

SHUT IN MINISTRY
meal delivery | home check in
For info: churchadmin@covp.org

For more info on local and international missions and how you can
support them:

CHURCHADMIN@COVP.ORG

For more information about Covenant Presbyterian Church call (714) 998-6650 or visit us online at www.covp.org
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MEN

WOMEN

covenant life
ALL

YOUTH

BIBLE STUDIES:



CBS (Community Bible Study)

CBS (Community Bible Study)
Wednesdays, 9am, Sanctuary
“Study of Daniel & Revelation”
Contact: Mary Saucerman
dmsmjs@sbcglobal.net



Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study
Tuesdays, 6:30am, St. A’s Annex
$3 bfast donation
We will be studying Romans and
enjoying a great meal and fellowship.
Shepherd: Wayne Slaven
714.776.2563 | wayneslaven@att.net










Women’s Fellowship

TNT Fellowship
Tour & Travel Group
Various dates and times. Local tours and
national travel opportunities. All ages.
Contact: Chris Franzen
cfranzen@yahoo.com



Pioneer Fellowship Groups
Various days of the week at different
locations. Contact the church office for
more details. 714.998.6650

Precepts Women’s Study

“2 Peter”
Tuesdays, 9:45am, Senior Center
Shepherd: Sharon Beauman,
714.529.1446

Verse-By-Verse
Sundays / 9am / Chapel
David Ash / college +/”Galatians
Theme: "John 3 Epistles"

Third Thursdays, 11:30am
St. Andrews’s Hall
$10 lunch/program | $5 program only
Contact: Clarinel Stamos
cclarinel@aol.com

Faithbuilders Bible Study

Women’s Bible Study

Saturday AM Men’s Breakfast

God’s Positioning System
Sundays / 9am / Heritage Lounge
Elder John Beauman / college +
Theme: "Angels and the Spiritual Realms"

Second Saturday monthly / 8:00am
St. Andrew’s Annex | FREE\

“Study of Mark” | Kay Arthur | 9 weeks
Thursdays, 9:30am, Heritage Lounge
Shepherd: Sally Harrington,
714.624.5327 | sallyharrington@att.net



HIS MEN Fellowship
Second Thursdays, 11:30am
St. Andrew’s Hall | $5 lunch/program
Contact: Wayne Slaven
wayneslaven@att.net

2nd and 4th Fridays, 7:30pm,
Heritage Lounge | Adults/Seniors
Shepherds: David & Joann King,
jking@chapman.edu



For further information on other Small Groups, visit covp.org

FELLOWSHIP:

Tuesdays,6:50pm, Sanctuary
Contact; Janice Kupratis
jkupratis@gmail.com



FAMILY
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LIFE STAGE GROUPS:



Game Gals Fellowship
(Single Women/Widowed)
4th Friday, 7pm, Senior Center
Shepherd: Elaine Fitzwater,
714.956.7124

WELCOME TEAM
FIRST IMPRESSIONS

Serve Various Sundays
Welcoming our Members
and Guests
Leaders & Volunteer
Training
We believe the best way to connect with
people is when it is intentional, guided
and authentic. We are starting a NEW
TEAM of volunteers to help meet our
guests at the front door of our
campus and make them feel welcome.
Please contact Tricia Davies at
courier@covp.org to sign up!

For more information about Covenant Presbyterian Church call (714) 998-6650 or visit us online at www.covp.org
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Submarines & Aerospace
Speaker: Darrel Fritts
Lunch/Program
St. Andrew’s Hall | $5 lunch reservation
sign-ups 3/3 & 3/10
Darrel Fritts, a Covenant member, will be our speaker.
He will be enlightening us on his life and work on a submarine and in aerospace.

Music from the Movies
Entertainer & Musician: Mike Chamberlin
Luncheon/program | St. Andrew’s Hall | 11:30am
$10 catered lunch reservation | $5 program only
sign-up 3/10 after worship or by 3/15 by calling the church office.
Women's Fellowship of Covenant Presbyterian Church will present Mike
Chamberlin's "Music from the Movies", including a special 80th Anniversary
musical Tribute to the Wizard of Oz. After 40 years as a TV News/Sports Anchor, Mike Chamberlin took up a long overdue music career. Since retiring from television 10 years ago, he has performed more than 3,000 concerts. As a Vietnam Veteran, he
devotes most of his time performing for veterans groups and 55+ communities. Mike has also published a book entitled “God
Has A Sense Of Humor For Heaven’s Sake”, religious humor that he’s compiled from ministers and pastors over his many years
as a worship singer. Proceeds from the book go to the March of Dimes and the fight against birth defects.
This special musical event is open to the community. For those who wish to attend the program only, reservations are not
required and the $5 per person fee is payable at the door. Please contact the church office with any questions.

Childcare provided upon request. Please bring a lunch for your children.

International Printing
Museum
International Printing Museum
March 28 | Sign-Up after worship
TNT will visit Ben Franklin at the International Printing Museum, hear about his inventions and watch as a page from
the Bible is printed on the Gutenberg Press. We'll follow
with lunch at Shoreline Village and a brief visit to a Japanese
Garden.
For more information about Covenant Presbyterian Church call (714) 998-6650 or visit us online at www.covp.org

VOLUME 48, ISSUE 2

PAGE 12

Courier Due Dates
The Courier is a once-a-month
free publication. (Dark in August and
one Winter Issue for December/January,
one Summer Issue.)

Upcoming issue will be as follows:


Articles for the APRIL 2019 ISSUE are
due on or before:

Monday, MARCH 18
(Distributed: Sunday, MARCH 31)


All articles may be submitted to Tricia
Davies by e-mail to courier@covp.org or by
fax at (714) 998-5737.

Stewardship:
FEBRUARY:
Total | $55,719

Average | $13,929.87



ONLY SHUT-INS will qualify for personal
delivery.

Attendance:



Visit www.covp.org for a digital copy.

FEBRUARY:
02/03|198 02/10|203 02/17|233
02/24 | 225
Weekly Average | 215
Inquiries: churchadmin@covp.org

To remember loved ones with
Sunday altar flowers, please call
714.998.6650 | $40 each

At Covenant, we desire to extend the
knowledge and benefits of Christ to the people
and places God has given us… we have heard
this and seen it a millions times at church…
however… what does it mean?

SHARE YOUR STORY OF FAITH…
YOU SHARE
WE LISTEN
ALL GROW
To share your story, contact Tricia Davies at
courier@covp.org OR 714.931.5321 direct

Here’s a challenge, just for fun.

What’s the longest word you can find in the
Bible that doesn’t repeat letters?
For example, the word “faith” has 5 letters, but
each letter only appears once, whereas
“faithful” has two “f”s. Feel free to use any
English version such as NIV, ESV, KJV, NKJV,
NASB, or others.
Two general instructions: 1. resist the temptation to look it up on the internet, and 2. The
challenge is for the words in the actual books of
the Bible, not the headings… “copyright”
doesn’t count.
Submit words to courier@covp.org in March

For more information about Covenant Presbyterian Church call (714) 998-6650 or visit us online at www.covp.org

