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G U I D E                      
US TO THY PERFECT 

L I G H T  

https://covp.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP8Dar6zMVG8ZcTeiCc9UMA
https://www.facebook.com/covenant.p.church
https://www.instagram.com/covp_orange/?hl=en
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During the Advent season, we 
will hear often the theme of 
“Hope”.  Whether it be lighting 
a hope candle, the hope of 
looking forward to a Merry 
Christmas, or in a year such as 
this –  the hope we have that 

next year will be better than the one we just endured. 

Recently, governmental and other societal leadership have 
been speaking of the “hope” that we should have…a light at the 
end of the tunnel (so-to-speak) to this pandemic.  They gener-
ally are referring to the anticipated vaccinations – of which they 
are optimistic will be effective enough to curb the pandemic 
and pave a way back to “normal”. 

And this is just the thing I find intriguing.  Of course, like every-
body else, I too want to combat the pandemic, and to return 
back to the getting-together with friends and family, going out 
without a mask, and all the other things which we quite frankly 
took for granted.  However, I find it intriguing that our societal 
hope is framed in terms of a “return to normal”.  As if every-
thing was fine and magnificent before, and if we could only re-
turn to that “normal” state, then we’d once again return to 
having all the love & support we ever needed, and every socie-
tal ill would suddenly disappear.  In actuality, putting ourselves 
back to “normal” is not necessarily the best place we could be. 

For the “normal” human condition – contrary to what many 
would advocate – is not innately sharing, not loving, and does 
not easily reach across societal and social boundaries.  Instead, 
we tend to draw lines and distance others.  This is why Jesus 
had to preach on loving one another and 
command us to put others more highly 
than ourselves.  Because it isn’t natural to 
us.  Who’s ever heard of anyone ever hav-
ing to “teach” selfishness to their children?  
Or to instruct others to stop caring for one 
another so well?  It is practically laughable. 

So when we simply “hope” to return to 
normal – we set our sights too low. 

When an athlete is training, they may find 
themselves doing laps or weights that put 
strain upon them.  The novice shuns these 
times, but the skilled athlete uses them to 
get better.  It is the hardest workouts that 

can provide the greatest gains if we let them. 

And we should have a similar approach to our “hope” for the 
future.  Not simply a hope for a return to normal, but to dare to 
hope and strive for being better than we were before.  To let 
this pandemic shape us and “better” us.  To have a hope that 
goes beyond ourselves and leans upon higher and divine trans-
formation.  The hope that Jesus has – that we see in page after 
page of the Bible – is for us to be beyond the human condition, 
and to adopt a “kingdom of God” approach to living.  That is 
where our hope should rest. 

And as Christians, we understand that what Jesus ultimately 
was pointing us to was that our hope should be in the Lord, not 
simply in the limits of mankind.  Certainly we want to keep 
pressing that bar higher and higher, but we do so while realiz-
ing that without the help of an outside divine force, that our 
natural inclinations and predilections will always hamper and 
limit our “normal” to lower than what it should be.  And this 
world is not all that we have and all that we can hope for.  In-
stead, as Christians, our hope is in the Lord, and our hope in 
God leads us to a hope that goes beyond even this world to 
glorious eternity in his presence. 

Therefore, when you hope, pray for a hope for a return to a 
higher place than simply back-to-normal, and instead that the 
Lord shapes hearts and souls during this time to reach outside 
themselves and to grasp for God – a God that embodies ever-
lasting hope. 

Christmas Blessings,                                                                                    

Pastor Scott Larson,  Senior Pastor 

 

A  H O P E  F O R  N O R M A L ?                                                            
S c o t t  L a r s o n ,  S e n i o r  P a s t o r  

SUNDAYS | 10:15AM            CHRISTMAS EVE | 7PM  

https://covp.org/welcome
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   Celebrating the Hanging of the Greens                                       by Lisa Ygual 

There is something to be said 
when our church comes to-
gether to make our traditional 
Hanging of the Greens a truly 
blessed and memorable occa-
sion in 2020.  This year, as we 
can all attest to, has been 
nothing short of unexpected 
twists and turns in each of our 
lives.  Nothing is the same as it 
was at this time last year.  God 
has a great way of bringing us 
circumstances to make us bet-
ter people, to gift us with op-
portunities to be more like 
Jesus.   

Just a week prior to our event, 
3 people had taken the time 
to sign up to read at Hanging 
of The Greens.  With Orange 
County re-entering a height-
ened color tier, we weren’t 
even certain if we would be 
able to host such an important 
and vital program.  It was rea-
sonable to think we would 
have to forego this program, 
when Pastor Scott decided 
that we could host the event 
virtually through live-
streaming it.  With a few email 
requests for help, Mavis was 
able to fill each reading oppor-
tunity with a wonderful volun-
teer.   

We are blessed by so many.  
First, we will give thanks and 
praise to God for His provi-
sion of health, love, and His 
favor with us hosting Hang-
ing of the Greens.  We’ll also 
give our thanks to Mavis 
Gonzales for orchestrating 
the entire program.  We 
can’t leave out those who 
offered their hands in setting 
up the Sanctuary greens on 
Saturday morning.  Thank 
you to Rick and Ryan Gonza-
les, Debbie and Michael 
Smith, Joann King, and Ken 
Adams, for taking the time to 
help dress the church.  Thank 
you, also for our readers.  We 
generously and lovingly thank 
Nate Larson, David King, Jenn 
Larson, Teri Elmendorf, Lewis 
Pearmain, Pastor Scott, The 
Davies Family, Gina Campos, 
Mark and Lori Glasgow, 
Joann King, Debbie and 
Shawn Smith, Margie Smith, 
Ken Adams, Kristine Mac-
donald, and Drew Larson.  
We couldn’t have done this 
without your selfless giving of 
time and dedication to our 
church.   

https://covp.org/welcome
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We also must give thanks to Barbara and Darren Huntting, 
and Joann Weber for the accompanying and beautiful mu-
sic.   

A very special dedication was presented in honor of the 
Meaning of Mistletoe.  Please join me in giving Jan and Ken 
Adams a loving Happy 50th Wedding Anniversary blessing.  
You are a true testament of God’s love and His vows of 
marriage. 

May the Lord be webbed in your daily lives.  May He bring 
you His best, and may He bless your Christmas season, es-
pecially this time of Advent, as we await the birth of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Blessings and Gratitude, 

Lisa Ygual 

https://covp.org/welcome
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                      MISSIONS                                                        CCS Updates  

COVP CHRISTMAS CARD &  

MISSIONS GIFT                            

Donations taken: LAST DAY | 12/6  

Donate to our missionaries and bring cheer to 
your Covenant friends. In person giving dates 
above.  

Or, mail to Covenant Presbyterian Church:             

(for check, please mark in the memo “WF Christmas 

Card”)   

In lieu of spending money on individual Christmas 
Cards to your Covenant friends, we encourage you 
to give to our Missionaries and we will create a 
special Covenant Family Christmas Card from you, 
to all your Covenant friends. Support and spread 
joy!                            

We will be collecting love offerings for the           
following:  

 

YEAR AT A GLANCE CALENDAR (pdf) 

CHRISTMAS BREAK 

DECEMBER 18-JANUARY 5 

Bill Furey, Principal, CCS 

https://covp.org/welcome
https://covschool.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CovenantChristianSchoolOrange/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/71/718e3b3f-48fd-47c6-a4d8-29d68e3de7c8/documents/YAG_2020-2021Ra.pdf
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COVP KIDS |infant-6th| Lisa Ygual, Director of Children’s Ministry 

COVP KIDS –               

CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS 

Do you have special traditions 
that you do every year during 
Advent season with your chil-
dren?  Do they build and deco-

rate a gingerbread house, or decorate a handmade wreath 
filled with special tokens from all year long?  Do you bake 
cookies, or cupcakes?  Do you find ways to serve others, in a 
COVID-19 style?  How about 25 days of Christmas themed 
breakfasts, and crafts, and holiday décor?   

This year has brought us a whole lot of different, especially 
with our children, or grandchildren.  From having to change 
our ways of going out, wearing a mask or face shield, to going 
to school in another room of our house to virtually learn 
school lessons.  I trust that through all of these modifications 
and adjustments, God has our life plans in His best interest.  
For me, the challenge has been not being able to see our 
CovP Kids grow in Christ.  What I do rely on, is God.  It is 
through the prayers I pray for each of our CovP Kids, for pro-
visions of good health, spiritual guidance, and a reasonable 
dose of school and social balance, that I find peace.  God re-
minds me that we will see each other again, and I believe His 
word.  So, while our Shepherd continues to lead us, may we 
continue to follow His voice.  Prayerfully, we will return to 
Sunday school very soon, so our children can engage in social 
situations (with health safety protocols in place).   

For the time being, keep with your traditions, for they bring us 
back to “normalcy.”  Keep making the best memories with 
your kids, and give thanks for the opportunities to build the 
bonds that God has gifted and afforded us.  Know that they are cloaked in prayer each day by the words of my petitions.  Our 
hope is in the Lord.  He will get us through this time, and we will be back together one day soon.  Have a beautiful, joyous, 
memorable, and God-filled Advent season.   

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from our ministry to your family. 

In His Name, 

Lisa Ygual, CovP Children’s Ministry 

NURSERY: We are happy to report that the Nursery is up and 

running on Sunday mornings during worship! If you have any in-
fant-preschool kids, we are excited to see them 
again! We have all the safety precautions and 
COVID mandates in place and our Staff is ready 
and blessed to help care for our children during 
outdoor worship. 

Lisa M. Ygual, Children’s Ministry Director | 
lisa@covp.org                                                           
Mayra Hernandez, Nursery | mayra@covp.org  

 

Advent calendars have been a tradition for many years. 

As you count the days ‘till Christmas, share these verses 

with your children.  

https://covp.org/welcome
https://covp.org/kids-youth-college/kids2college
https://www.facebook.com/covenant.p.church
https://covp.org/kids-youth-college/kids2college
https://theparentcue.org/app/
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theGathering |18-33yrs 

CHRISTMAS DEVOS AND WHITE ELEPHANTS 
 

We will be taking a break as usual from our main teaching series in the month of December 
so that we can focus on Christmas! Each Wednesday, we'll have Christmas devotionals 

where we'll be talking all about this special time of year and its value and importance in our lives as believers. Hope to 
see you on Wednesdays at 6:30pm in St. Andrews Hall! 
 
SOMA CHRISTMAS PARTY: We are planning a few special events in December, including our yearly SOMA Christ-
mas party, but dates and times are still being worked out. Keep an eye out on future updates for details. If you want to 
start preparing early, you can pick out a gift valued around $10 for our white elephant gift exchange at the Christmas 
party!” 
 
Blessings as we begin to enter into the Christmas season! 
 

 

SOMA SATURDAYS | “CHILL AT CHURCH DAYS” We're going to continue our SOMA Saturdays with a "Chill at 
Church" day. We'll be spending a few hours in the morning and afternoon at church just simply hanging out and 
relaxing together! We could all use some time to unwind and that's exactly what we'll be doing. More details to 
come. 
 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:6-7) 

SOMA Youth Ministry| 7th-high school   

SIGN UP FOR OUR TEXT   REMINDERS:                                             

Text the message  @2c48d8 to 81010                         

 

STUDENT MINISTRIES 

 

SOMA Youth 

WE MEET WEDNESDAYS 

6:30PM | St. Andrew’s Hall 
For more on SOMA or weekly                           

updates from Jacob:  

VISIT OUR WEBPAGE or write JACOB RICE 

 

theGathering 

WE MEET SUNDAYS                      

7PM | St. Andrew’s Hall 
For more on theGathering or weekly                           

updates from Jacob:  

VISIT OUR WEBPAGE or write JACOB RICE 

 

Jacob Rice,                             

Director of Student Ministries  

https://covp.org/welcome
https://covp.org/kids-youth-college/thegathering-young-adult
https://www.facebook.com/thegathering.covenant?hc_location=ufi
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPsAj21QXjX0LSpCIbf2UEw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPsAj21QXjX0LSpCIbf2UEw
https://www.facebook.com/covp.soma/
https://covp.org/kids-youth-college/thegathering-young-adult
https://covp.org/kids-youth-college/thegathering-young-adult
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For detailed                     

instructions or                     

assistance,  

download the   

CHURCH DIRECTORY                  

STEP-BY-STEP                   

INSTRUCTIONS (PDF)  

Dear Covenant,  

I am so thankful for the entire worship 
team and their willingness to still help in 
leading worship every week. They have 
been dedicated to our Lord and this 
church. Their flexibility to move with the 

ever changing tide has been a blessing and I am thankful for 
their spirits, talents and giftedness in music.   

I have been looking for creative opportunities for us to sing to 
the Lord safely and led by the spirit.  

 

 

Our worship team is looking for others who want to share their 
giftedness in music with us! If you are interested, please let me 
know!  

Stay safe and keep singing! 

Darren Huntting 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP | 10:15AM 

To contact Darren: DARREN HUNTTING 

Music Ministry |  Darren Huntting, Minister of Music  

    Welcome |Tricia Davies, Communications / Hospitality Director  

Dear Covenant Family,  

Christmastime is coming soon and with 
that, there are many adjustments and 
surprises… especially this year. 2020 
has been a year of unpredictability and 
an emotional roller coaster for many of 
us.  

With the downs, there are always ups… that small child in the 
manger was the most thrilling surprise ever… can you imagine? 
Keep looking up.. The best surprises are coming from above! 
Look to Him always.  

 

 

EMAIL REMINDERS: Please remember to check your inboxes 
for current updates in the weekly webmail distribution.  

 

SEARCH REVIEW SITES: We invite you to give us a positive 
comment as you feel led. We want all to know what a great 
church we have! (Yelp, Google Reviews, etc). Visitors really  
depend on these reviews when choosing a church to attend.  

Blessings & Health to all!  

                 Subscribe to our WEEKLY WEBMAIL,            

      Tricia Davies | courier@covp.org 

 

 

 

https://covp.org/welcome
https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/71/718e3b3f-48fd-47c6-a4d8-29d68e3de7c8/documents/Instant_Church_Directory_instructions.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/71/718e3b3f-48fd-47c6-a4d8-29d68e3de7c8/documents/Instant_Church_Directory_instructions.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/71/718e3b3f-48fd-47c6-a4d8-29d68e3de7c8/documents/Instant_Church_Directory_instructions.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/71/718e3b3f-48fd-47c6-a4d8-29d68e3de7c8/documents/Instant_Church_Directory_instructions.pdf
mailto:darren@covp.org?subject=More%20on%20Music%20Ministry
https://www.facebook.com/covenant.p.church
mailto:courier@covp.org?subject=Weekly%20Webmail%20Request
mailto:courier@covp.org?subject=Webmail%20to%20my%20Inbox
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We are together in spirit, in heart, in prayer and in                
friendship. We invite you to join our groups that are             
continuing their studies and fellowship online and                     
in-person. (For more on in-person studies, please contact 
the church office: 714.998.6650. ) 
 

 
 

    Groups|studies | devotions | fellowship | prayer  

Weekly online devotions for women to your  

inbox.  To receive devotions, contact                                  

Lisa Ygual: lisa@covp.org  

For adults with kids 18+                               

Meets: 2nd and 4th Fridays                                    

Zoom meetings | 7:30pm                                     

Contact: Joann King                                               

(call church office for info)  

OF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN LEADING AN 

OLINE PRAYER GATHERING, please write: 

courier@covp.org.  

NEED PRAYER:                                     

covenantprayers@hotmail.com  

ONLINE                                    

PRAYER GATHERING We are currently offering two great Sunday classes for adults 18+. 
We hope you will be able to join us in person or online:  
 

(GPS) God’s  
Positioning   
System                                                 

Led by John Beauman 
will be continuing via 
Blog.                                          
Topic: Cross & Nation                                                                                                                                   
                   

GPS Blog  

 
 
 

 
 
Verse by Verse                                                 

Led by David Ash 
 
In-person | 9am                
Sundays (TBA) 
 .                                        
Topic: 2 Peter                                                                                               
 
 
 
 

Sunday Classes for Adults 

https://covp.org/welcome
mailto:jking@chapman.edu?subject=Please%20send%20me%20more%20info%20about%20Faithbuilders
mailto:covenantprayers@hotmail.com?subject=Prayer%20Request%20
https://johngps.blogspot.com/


V .  4 9 ,  I S .   6  PAG E  10                www.covp.org 

   Christmas Spirit  

Twas the night before Jesus came and all through the place, 

Not a creature was praying, not one on their face. 

Their Bibles were lain on the shelf without care, 

In hopes that Jesus would not come there. 

The children were dressing to crawl into bed, 

Not one ever kneeling or bowing a head. 

And Mom in her rocker with baby on her lap, 

Was watching the Late Show while I took a nap. 

When out of the East there arose such a clatter, 

I sprang to my feet to see what was the matter. 

Away to the window I flew like a flash, 

Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash! 

When what to my wondering eyes should appear, 

But angels proclaiming that Jesus was here. 

With a light like the sun sending forth a bright ray, 

I knew in a moment this must be THE DAY! 

The light of His face made me cover my head, 

It was Jesus returning just like He had said. 

And though I possessed worldly wisdom and wealth, 

I cried when I saw Him in spite of myself. 

In the Book of Life which He held in His hand, 

Was written the name of every saved man. 

He spoke not a word as He searched for my name; 

When He said "It's not here" my head hung in shame. 

The people whose names had been written with love, 

He gathered to take to His Father above. 

With those who were ready He rose without a sound, 

While all the rest were left standing around. 

I fell to my knees, but it was too late, 

I had waited too long and thus sealed my fate. 

I stood and I cried as they rose out of sight; 

Oh, if only I had been ready tonight. 

 

In the words of this poem the meaning is clear, 

The coming of Jesus is drawing near. 

There's only one life and when comes the last call, 

We'll find that the Bible was true after all! 

 

 

 

 

By: Brandy Snyder Miller, 10/29/20 "But about that day or hour no one knows, 

not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son,  

but only the Father.”               Matthew 24: 36 

https://covp.org/welcome


V .  4 9 ,  I S .  6  PAG E  11 
www.covp.org  

Financial Report:                       
(Current Month (CM)      Year to Date (YTD)    

 

 

Attendance:                                
Attendance reflects total numbers watching/

attending in person and via LiveStream during 

the specified time of 10:15am.                                          

 

NOVEMBER 2020         

     LiveStream                      In Person     

11/01|       62         11/01|       92                

11/08|       74         11/08|       88  

11/15|       75         11/15|       93   

11/22|       75         11/22|       44    

11/29|       67         11/29|       40    

 

 Giving:                                 
NOVEMBER 2020                                                             

11/02|       $9,943.00      

11/08|       $6,740.00 

11/15|       $12,987.00    

11/22|       $4,014.00     

11/29|       $9,509.00                          

Online  $10,469.26 

Total: $53,662.26      

Inquiries: churchadmin@covp.org   

 

 

           

                                                                

                         COVENANT REPORTS | COVENANT LIFE 

               Covenant Life:                   

                IN MEMORY: 

                  Karen Cowan               

 

TITHING ENVELOPES 

Pick up your tithing envelopes the          

beginning Sunday, December 6.  

You are welcome to come in to the church office or 

Sanctuary Narthex (lobby, on Sundays during 10:15am 

worship) to pick up your box of tithing envelopes.  

For those of you who livestream, we are able to mail 

them to you.                                                             

Please contact churchadmin@covp.org for more details.  

ONLINE TOTAL VIEW PEAKS:       SUNDAYS 

11/01 | 201 views      11/15 | 191 views 

11/08 | 217 views      11/22 | 201 views  

11/29 | 160 views     

Hanging of the Greens | 11/28 | 190 views 

Thanksgiving Eve | 11/25 | 77 views                                                        

https://covp.org/welcome
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         Courier Due Dates 

       The Courier is a once-a-month                         

 free publication. (One Winter Issue for 

 December/January, one Summer Issue for 

 June/July/August.) 

Upcoming issue will be as follows:  

 Articles for the FEBRUARY 2020 ISSUE  

are due on or before: 

Monday,  JANUARY 18                        
 (Distributed: Sunday, February 7)                         

 All articles may be submitted to Tricia       

Davies by e-mail to courier@covp.org or by 

fax at (714) 998-5737.  

 ONLY SHUT-INS will qualify for personal       

delivery.  

 Visit www.covp.org for a digital copy.  

Here are some quick link resources for 
info and assistance:   

COVID-19 Hotline (833) 426-6411           

(OC Agencies and info) 

 

CDC  

https://www.cdc.gov/  

 

OC Health Care Agency 

https://occovid19.ochealthinfo.com/  

 

Covenant Resources:  

PRAYER | covenantprayers@hotmail.com 

ASSISTANCE | 714.998.6650 

PASTORAL SUPPORT |714.998.6650                     

churchadmin@covp.org                                         

(Please connect with the church office for a 

Pastoral Support session) 

SUPPORT FROM ELDERS                                                

sessionclerk@covp.org 

FOOD OR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE                           

churchadmin@covp.org                                            

(We will do our best to connect you                         

with the help you need.) 

 

REQUEST EMAIL         

UPDATES:                   

courier@covp.org 

https://covp.org/welcome
https://www.cdc.gov/
https://occovid19.ochealthinfo.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP8Dar6zMVG8ZcTeiCc9UMA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP8Dar6zMVG8ZcTeiCc9UMA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP8Dar6zMVG8ZcTeiCc9UMA
https://www.facebook.com/covenant.p.church
https://covp.org/welcome-new

