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from a pastorõs heart 
THE LAST HOUR  

I believe we are in the last hour and 
because of the resurrection, we can 
know that it is the last hour. With 
that said, I want to explain what I 
ƳŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ 
lot of claims that we are getting 
close to the end of time and I think 
there have always been those claims. 
I really think we need to distance 

ourselves from those claims and instead bind ourselves to the 
projections of the Apostles that gave us the New Testament.  

In the first century, the Apostles believed that they were living 
in the last hour and they were right. The Apostle John says, 
ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƘƻǳǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴǘƛπ
christ is coming, so now many antichrists have come. There-
ŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƘƻǳǊέ όм WƻƘƴ нΥмуύΦ WƻƘƴ ƪƴŜǿ 
it was the last hour because there were people that were de-
nying the resurrection of Christ and many of these people 
were once among the church. You see, John was a witness of 
the resurrected Christ. He saw Him in the flesh and knew that 
He was alive. He knew that this made all the difference in the 
world and for the world. Jesus had risen from the grave. Be-
cause of this fact, death had been defeated and the world 
would not perish and, therefore, John preached the resurrec-
tion of the living Christ, the hope of the world. Yet, in opposi-
tion to his preaching, there were those that denied the resur-
rection and John described these deniers as antichrists.  

For John, who wrote his letters as he was carried along by the 
Spirit, this was the clearest sign that he was living in the last 
hour. He knew that His Lord was coming again to gather His 
people, prove His Kingship, and judge the world. He also knew 
that now that Jesus had dwelt among them, died, and risen 
from the grave, the Gospel story was approaching its culmina-

tion. For John it was all coming together and He saw that the 
world was ready for the return of Christ. Even still, John also 
ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŀǊǊƻǿƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ŀ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ 
available to him. He was unable to speculate beyond what He 
did in his letters to the Church because he knew that he was 
not told the exact time. But John knew that the cross was fin-
ished, the resurrection was accomplished, and people were 
ŘŜƴȅƛƴƎ ōƻǘƘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ 
return was imminent and 20 centuries later, it should be 
enough for us to know the same.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ  CƛǊǎǘΣ ǿƘȅ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ IŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ 
yet? Peter tells us in 2 Peter 3:9 that it is because He is patient 
and still seeking some for repentance. We have cycled through 
many ages of evil since the first century and we have only lived 
through a small portion of that time. Imagine the long-
suffering that is required of Christ generation after generation 
as He pursues His children. He refuses to let the evil of this 
world cause impatience and He refuses to let evil cause the 
loss of any of those that He died for - now and in the future. 
That is a patient and faithful Messiah.  

The second question is, what are we to do in this last hour? 
WƻƘƴ ǎŀȅǎΣ άŀōƛŘŜ ƛƴ IƛƳΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ IŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ 
have confidence and not shrink from Him in shame at His com-
ƛƴƎέ όм WƻƘƴ нΥнуύΦ ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŦƛƎǳǊƛƴƎ 
out the day and the hour of His return. He longs for us to rec-
ognize Him when He comes. He will be our sure sign. Our fel-
lowship with Christ now will allow us to know for certain that it 
is Him when He comes and it will give us the freedom to cele-
brate and embrace Him rather than shrink and hide as Adam 
did in the Garden of Eden. Jesus has risen from the grave. 
Easter tells us that we can know Him, trust Him, and recognize 
Him when He returns.  

Your servant pastor,                                                                       
Jake 

SERMONS ONLINE AT         

WWW.COVP.ORG 
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worship | events                                          

covp easter weekend  

SATURDAY, APRIL 15               

9AM -12NOON | free                         
Experience Jesusõ journey to the cross.  

Along the way, visit the petting farm,             

enjoy snacks, make crafts, dye eggs and 

hunt for thousands of treat -filled eggs!  

*Please bring 6 hard -boiled uncolored eggs 

per child to dye.  

To volunteer: Lisa | lisa@covp.org  

 

 

 

Our desire is to extend the knowledge and benefits of Christ to the people and places God 

has given usé Easter is an extraordinary time to do just that! The resurrection is promise and 

proof of His life, physically and eternally. Believe and have life and hope with Him!  

EASTER WEEK SCHEDULE:  

4/13 | 7pm                               

Maundy Thursday                         

communion service                

 4/14 | 7pm                               

Good Friday                          

reflective worship           

4/16| 10:15am                               

Easter Worship                          

celebration worship                   


