
1 PETER 4:7-19 

Before I begin this week’s study, and for those who read my study charts last 

week, please accept my sincere apology for all the typos and left out words!  I 

really pay a great deal of attention to those things and with the computer’s ability 

to catch spelling errors one would think the results would be better.  I do a pencil 

draft, I then type the charts and proof read as I go; I make changes and proof 

those, and when I finish, I proof the total package again and send to Trish to 

incorporate into the other CPC Sunday service mix.  Then at 9:00 Sunday morning I 

open up my lesson materials, as I hope you do, and the typos literally jump out 

immediately.  I will attempt to do better.  (How many typos do I have in this 

paragraph??)   

 

Let’s start the study.  I have divided these 13 verses into 2 parts; (1) “Serving for 

God’s Glory” (vs 4:7-11), and (2) “Suffering for God’s Glory (vs 4:12-19).  I forgot 

the source of the scripture divisions and titles, but I liked them and will use them, 

knowing that the original authors won’t find out that I did not give them credit. 

 

In this first section, we will consider each verse individually, and as always, I will 

be quoting from the “New King James Version” (NKJV).  Let’s see how far I get. 

(vs 4:7-11)  “Serving for God’s Glory” 

(vs 4:7) “But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious 

and watchful in our prayers.” 

  To consider this verse I must first bore you with a little “word study” because 

      of the differences in the wording of the 4 main bible translations I use. 
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(vs 4:7) con’t  

The first word, or, phrase is “end of all things”.  I will paraphrase my Greek lexicon* 

(very lengthy).  The Greek word translated into that phrase is telos.  It does not 

mean the end or termination relative to time, rather the end of a phase followed by 

another. Here, it’s the end of the period from Christ’s birth to His 2nd coming  and the 

beginning of the “millennium”. 

 

The second phrase is “at hand” found in (KJV), (NKJV), (NAS) and “is near” in (NIV).  

Here, Peter is stating that Christ’s 2nd coming could occur at any time.   

 

The third phrase is “be sober” (KJV); “be serious” (NKJV); “be of sound judgement 

and sober spirit” (NAS); “be clear minded and self-controlled” (NIV).  I conclude that 

Peter is telling these people that he is talking about some very important subjects,  

“so, get serious, be alert, think deeply about what I am telling you”. 

 

The fourth phrase is “watch unto prayer” (KJV); “watchful in your prayers” (NKJV); 

“for the purpose of prayer” (NAS); and “so that you can pray” (NIV).   I take this to 

mean generally, that he wants them to be people of prayer, they will need it.  I like 

what John MacArthur said, “Prayer  is the access to all spiritual resources”**.  

 

From this little study I gather that Peter is telling them, “time is passing, Jesus is 

coming back soon, so get serious, be alert, be in prayer always.  Now, listen to what 

I am going to tell you.”  So, let’s see what he will say starting in vs 4:8.   

 
* “Zodhiates Lexical Aids to the New Testament” 

** “The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, 1 Peter” 
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(vs 4:8) “And above all things have fervent love for one another, for 

‘love will cover a multitude of sins.’” 
Peter is giving a partial quote from Proverbs 10:12, and to understand his point one 

needs to consider the total statement in Proverbs.  It is as follows; 

Prov. 10:12, “Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all sin.” 

Both Solomon and Peter are saying a child of God should always try to prevent 

strife with others; believers and non-believers, and, that showing love to them by 

overlooking  small offenses is the best way of doing that.   Remember, first, that the 

word “love” here is from the Greek word “agape” which is the word for God’s love of 

man, a benevolent love, wanting and doing the best for another, a sacrificial love.  

This is what Peter is saying ranks above all other feelings for someone.  Jesus said 

that all of God’s commandments dealing with relations between people are derived 

from this kind of love for others!  This kind of love will, with the empowerment  from 

the Holy Spirit, produce all of those “fruits of the Spirit” like patience, long suffering, 

gentleness, as identified in Galatians 5; and none of which is “hatred”.  Solomon 

uses this same thought process when he wrote the following;   

Prov. 15:1, “A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs 

up anger.” 
So, rather than respond to someone in anger, respond in “love”, with a soft word 

and a gentle spirit.  Peter’s goal for the Church is unity between believers , just as 

he had heard Jesus pray for the same in the “upper room”; 
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John 17:20-21, “I do not pray for these alone ( the Apostles), but also 

for those who will believe in Me through their word; that they all 

may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also 

may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.”  

Now we can understand why Peter said, (1) that it was serious business that he was 

talking about, (2) that this kind of love ranked about all feelings for others, (3) the 

reason being that this is the only way there will be unity in the Body of Christ, and 

now we learn, (4) that this unity among believers can cause unbelievers to believe 

that Jesus is exactly Who He said He was; the very Son of God who came to die for 

the sins of the world!   

So if we love one another, and feel united with them, we certainly should be 

hospitable to them as Peter tells us next in vs 4:9.  

(vs 4:9) “Be hospitable to one another without grumbling.” 

When one simply reads this direction from Peter, I suspect that the main recollection is 

in regard to being hospitable, and we will consider that shortly.  But I was really 

surprised by his statement “without grumbling”.  Peter is not giving a strict command 

to be hospitable, he is simply saying that it should be a natural trait of Christians.  If 

one doesn’t feel like doing it, why would he do it and then grumble; and, to whom 

would he grumble?----to the one to whom he is being hospitable; to God for 

recommending it?  The Greek word is “philoxenoi”, meaning to be friendly to someone.  

One doesn’t have to have the person spend the night in your home , or even have  
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them for supper; just do whatever is appropriate at the time.   Having them for 

supper or the night may be the appropriate gesture, or it may be just to console, 

counsel , encourage, or hug; or it may be all of the above as did the “good 

Samaritan” in Luke 10:30.   If one is hospitable out of “agape-love” for the person, 

grumbling is precluded.  The author of Hebrews gives the same instruction and 

says there could even be a special reward for doing so;  

Heb. 13:1-2, “Let brotherly love (agape) continue.  Do not forget to 

entertain strangers, for by so doing some have unwittingly 

entertained angels.” 

This far in our section on “Serving for God’s Glory”,  Peter has stated that we are to 

serve (a) in love for the ones we are serving, and (b) in the spirit of hospitality , ie, 

being friendly to them.  In the next two verses Peter instructs us in the “how” of 

serving the members of the Body of Christ. 

(vs 4:10-11) “As each one has received a gift, minister it to one 

another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  If 

anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God.  If anyone 

ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that 

in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom 

belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever.  Amen.  
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Here in vs 4:10, Peter state that “each” believer “has received” a free “gift”, 

perhaps one or more.  These came to believers from the “manifold grace of God”, 

that is, His unlimited  graciousness.   These “gifts” are abilities to “minister” to 

others in the Body of Christ.  By using these abilities to minister, one is being a 

good “steward” of what God had given you.   

As is obvious, I have only paraphrased the scripture as you also could have easily 

done.   But before I point out an issue  in our understanding of this verse, possibly 

only an academic one, let’s go ahead and bring in the next verse which has the 

same context of vs 4:10. 

(vs 4:11) “If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God.  If 

anyone ministers, let hem do it as with the ability which God 

supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus 

Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and 

ever. Amen. 

We see here that Peter is also speaking of abilities “which God supplies” and is 

obviously connected to the gifts of ministry mentioned in vs 4:10.  However, here in 

vs 4:11, he appears to identify two groups of abilities; speaking and ministering.  

For the purpose of clarity, I will identify them as “speaking ministries” and “serving 

ministries” and my intent will become clear in a moment.  Peter’s last point in this 

verse is that all ministry in the Body of Christ should have one main purpose, that 

is to glorify God “through Jesus Christ”  since it is His Body, whether one is 

speaking of the “world wide Body of Christ” or just the local Body of Christ (like 

CPC).  
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Let me quickly summarize what we have in these 2 verses.  God gives gifts (abilities) 

of ministry to each  member of the Church; the purpose is to use that ability to the 

benefit of the other members of the Church, and to do so in such a humble manner 

that the Giver of the ability gets the praise and not the user of the ability.   Also, Peter 

seems to identify 2 groups of gifts; speaking gifts and serving gifts. 

Now to the point I mentioned  earlier.  I have used a number or words in my 

discussion of these 2 verses like; gifts, ministries, abilities, speaking, and serving; 

so I now ask what specifically are we talking about? 

I would guide you to look to two portions of scripture that identify “gifts”; Romans 12 

and I Corinthians 12.  Let’s look at Romans first, while carefully noting the words 

used, and if I may, I will underline those that I think are pertinent to our question.  

Also recall that Paul was the author of both of these epistles . 

Rom. 12:4-8, “For as we have many members in one body, but all 

the members do not have the same function, so we, being many, 

are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another.  

Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to 

us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to 

our faith, or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who 

teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, 

with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, 

with cheerfulness.” 
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I notice that Paul uses the word “functions” and the word “gifts” in identifying what 

Peter called “gifts”, then he identifies them specifically.  Now let’s look at what Paul 

says to the Church at Corinth.  

I Cor. 12:1, 4-10, “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not 

want you to be ignorant;….There are diversities of gifts, but the same 

Spirit, There are differences of ministries, but he same Lord.  And 

there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all 

in all.  But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the 

profit of all; for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, 

to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, to another 

faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same 

Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to 

another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to 

another the interpretation of tongues.” 

In this epistle Paul uses a general term of “spiritual gifts”, then identifies them as 

“gifts”, “ministries”, and as “activities” ,without any distinctions given.  He then 

identifies specifics, only one of which is the same as in the list in Romans.   

I am certain I am belaboring the point that interested me, and that is, in the world of 

Christianity, we often speak of  the “gifts of the Spirit” or “spiritual gifts” in general 

terms, seemingly as synonyms, without any further delineation.   This little study has   
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has convicted me that this is an important subject with which Christians should be 

knowledgeable .  The terminology used, the definitions of each, and the theological 

arguments for or against any one of the ministries is of insignificant importance.   It 

is important  that we are dealing with the very structure Jesus designed to build His 

Church and that everyone of us has a required part for that purpose to be fulfilled, 

and without which it will not.  We should know our functions within that plan, and 

the gifts that God has given us to adequately perform that function for the benefit of 

the Body of Christ.  The part you play may change with time and situation, but I 

believe that another part must take its place.  I fear this is not happening today and 

may be part of the reason that the Body of Christ is shrinking and not being built up 

to the glory of God. 

Thanks for bearing with me in this lengthy discussion.  Next week we will consider 

vs 4:12-19, the subject of which is “Suffering for the Glory of God”.  God bless us 

all. 
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