
 



 

Daybreak 
Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany 

At First Presbyterian Church 
 
EACH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
A CHRISTMAS CAROL SING 
10:45 AM 
 
DEC. 1 THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Lord’s Day Worship – 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 
Romans 13:11-14 – Daytime Living 
Advent Workshop – 9:45 AM 
 
DEC. 8 THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Lord’s Day Worship – 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 
Isaiah 11:1-10 – On that Day 
Youth Live Nativity and Chili Cook-off – 5:30 p.m. 
 
DEC. 15 THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Service of Lessons and Carols 
8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 
 
DEC. 22 THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Lord’s Day Worship – 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 
Matthew 1:18-25 – Quietly 
Birthday Party for Jesus – 9:45 AM 
Service of Light – 5:30 PM 
 
DEC. 24 CHRISTMAS EVE 
A Candlelight Service of Word and Sacrament 
4:00 PM – with Choral Music 
(Nursery available for 4 PM service only) 
6:00 PM – with Instrumental Music 
Luke 2:1-20 – Great Joy 
 
 
 



 

DEC. 29 THE FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
Lord’s Day Worship – 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 
Matthew 2:13-23 – Christmas Returns 
 
JAN. 6 EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
Lord’s Day Worship – 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 
John 1:1-18 – Not a Prologue 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The day is almost here. 

 

“The hour has already come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our 
salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night is nearly over; the 
day is almost here.” –Selections from Romans 13:11-12 

“Rise and Shine” is the inspiration for this year’s Advent artwork. 
The scriptures for this season are about visions, dreams, and the 
dawning of God’s kingdom. The texts also call us to be active 
participants of God’s new day. 

Advent is a time of twilight hope with dreams of peace and joy. As 
we continue to wake up, we rub our groggy eyes as they adjust to 
the soft light of God’s love surrounding us. It’s also the time to get 
up, stretch, and be about the daily work that God has called us to 
do. Through the gift of Advent, God is making us “Morning 
People.” 

So wake up everybody. Let’s get ready to go to work for God’s 
kingdom. It’s going to be a beautiful day. 

 
  
     Mike Moyers 
 

 
 



 

Introduction 
 

Grace to you, and peace, in the name of the One whose day draws 
near. 

We are once again excited to be able to share with the people of First 
Presbyterian Church these scripture reflections and prayers in the 
unique voices of the children of God from within this congregation. 
We thank each person who contributed for this gift, which we open 
with anticipation. 

Advent is a season when we long for, prepare for, and live by the 
coming light of the dawning day of Christ. It is a season filled with a 
gathering dawn as we light candles on successive weeks, praying for the 
day when the world will be as God intends. We read ancient texts, we 
gather as families and as a church, we wait for hope, peace, joy, and 
love that come only in God’s time and by God’s grace. 

Christmas is a festival of the Incarnation, a joyous twelve-day feast 
when we celebrate that the Word became flesh and lived among us, full 
of grace and truth. The light indeed shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not put it out. 

Epiphany is a day when we remember that what Christ reveals is the 
very mystery of God’s love, which draws all people to God, even as the 
magi from far away were drawn to the child Jesus. 

This booklet is designed for daily use either alone or with others. The 
weekends provide a liturgy for worship in the home. In the emails that 
will come each day, look for a link to the Advent Project videos 
produced by the youth of our church to accompany the booklet. 

Friends in Christ, let us join in the waiting, let us take our place at the 
feast, and let us rest in the mystery in this sacred time. 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Chris 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Sunday, December 1, 2019 - 1st Sunday of Advent 
(If you have an Advent wreath, gather around it and light the 1st candle.)  

 
Scripture: Romans 13:11-14 

 
Besides this, you know what time it is, 
 how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. 
The night is far gone, 
 the day is near. 
We light this candle in hope for the coming day. 
 We light this candle as a new day of hope. 
 
Light one candle today to celebrate the First Sunday of the Advent 
season. Today is also the beginning of the Christian liturgical year. Our 
new year has begun. The complete Christian year helps us to tell our faith 
story. Our story begins with the anticipation of Jesus’ birth during 
Advent. We move through Advent, on to Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, 
Easter, and the long Ordinary season after Pentecost, seasons that give us 
beautiful stories of Jesus’ ministry and how to model our lives after him. 
Then Advent arrives again, and the sacred cycle continues. 
 
Reflection: Just as our Christmas celebrations are rich in traditions of 
Christmas trees, family gatherings, and gift-giving, the Advent season can 
be made more meaningful with traditions enhancing our faith story. Try 
incorporating one or more of the following into your Advent: 
 Have a daily time to gather around an Advent wreath or simple ring of 
candles you can arrange and have a simple worship of prayers and 
scripture reading with this devotion book. 
 Set up a nativity scene but scatter the figures throughout the house and 
each week bring them closer culminating in the Christ child arriving on 
the night of his birth.  
 Visit the FPC Angel Tree and shop for a gift(s) for The Manger. Ask a 
friend who needs an outing to go along with you. 
 Use the Christmas cards you receive as a way to visually remind you to 
pray for the people represented.  

 
 
 

ADVENT YOUTH PROJECT  - What is Hope? 
Students from our Youth Ministry produced The Advent Project as a gift 
to our congregation. Visit FPC’s Facebook page for weekly videos each 
Sunday morning. 
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Monday, December 2, 2019 
Julie Keener 

Unpredictable Love 
 

Scripture:     Matthew 24: 35-44 
  
As I read this passage I am reminded of how unpredictable this world is 
and that Jesus will come at the most unpredictable times. I believe this 
even qualifies for daily life. We get so caught up in the hustle and bustle of 
day to day life that we can easily forget to look for Jesus. When I was 
younger the nightly question at the dinner table was “where did you see 
Jesus today?” This question was so normal, but as I got older this question 
began to hold more significance. Moment to moment it can be hard to 
notice Jesus, but when I reflect on the day or week, the moments I 
remember most are the ones where I saw Jesus in other people. I think 
these moments can be so unpredictable and hard to notice in the moment. 
There is no way to know when one will show God’s love, but that makes 
these moments even more special.  During this Advent season, it is so easy 
to get caught up in how society markets Christmas. The lights, presents, 
delicious food, and all of the normal Christmas season traditions brings 
friends and family closer together, but these things are just that, things. 
They would have no significance if it wasn’t for the people decorating the 
tree with you or the perfect gift you are trying to find for someone. None 
of these things would hold any significance if it wasn’t for the people who 
show us God’s love on a day to day basis.  
 
I hope that today and the rest of this Advent season, you take the time to 
reflect on where you saw God. As I reflect over all the newness in my life 
from this past year, I see God in all of the people God put in my life. The 
people who are at home just a phone call away, and the new friends who 
have become constants. These people are radiating God’s love whether 
they know it or not. As you begin to wind down for the night, I urge you 
to sit with God and go over the moments you saw God’s love today.  
 
Reflection: What can we do this week to show Jesus’ unpredictable love 
to the people around us?  
 
Prayer: Dear Lord, thank you for the ways you show your love that are so 
unpredictable to us. Will you open our eyes to see the ways in which you show us your 
love through those around us and please open our hearts to show your love to everyone we 
encounter, so we can embrace the true meaning of this Advent season. Amen  
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Tuesday, December 3, 2019 
Taylor Heckman 

My Tribe 
 

Scripture:   Psalm 122  
 
In Psalm 122 we hear about the “tribes of the Lord.” Who is your tribe? 
 
They always say “it takes a village to raise a child.” Let me tell you, my 
parents, Brett and Lauran Heckman, definitely have one to help raise 
Hope and me. I could go on for days and tell you every single person that 
has impacted my life. However, as we get closer to Christmas, one special 
group comes to mind, the VBFs or very best friends. This would be a 
group of amazing women that my Mimi, Brenda Lepley, has made part of 
our family.  
 
We spend every Christmas Eve and Christmas morning together with the 
VBFs and their families. As a child, I remember putting on fancy dresses 
and running around waiting to have Santa come visit on Christmas Eve. 
Then the next morning, we would all gather at Mimi’s and show off our 
gifts from Santa. You could always feel the excitement in the air as people 
would come in! We would celebrate the birth of Jesus with delicious food 
and enough laughter to last you all year. I have so many memories from all 
of my years growing up, but last year something wonderful happened. 
Patrick Sweeney proposed on December 21st, 2018 at Gaylord Opryland 
without telling anyone it was happening. When Patrick and I arrived on 
Christmas Eve I was expecting hugs and well wishes. Of course, the VBFs 
had something very different in mind; they made a champagne toast just 
for us and wished us a life time of happiness. It’s small celebrations like 
this that make me feel overwhelmingly thankful for such an amazing tribe, 
a group of people that raised me, and a village that will be with me for 
many years to come. Mimi, Kathy, Terri, CJ, Caye, Barbara, Lynn, and 
Margaret Ann are just a small portion of my Tribe, just a small portion of 
me. 
 
Reflection: Find your Tribe, whomever they may be, and celebrate this 
joyous time of the year! Who are the people that support you no matter 
what? Reach out to someone you know who may be lonely this season.  
 
Prayer: Dear God, thank you for all the blessings you have given my tribe and me. 
For the strength you give me each day and for the all the people around me who make 
life more meaningful. Amen.  
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Wednesday, December 4, 2019 
Hollis Godwin and Susan Oldham  

(Confirmation Student and Covenant Partner)  
A Place of Peace and Unity  

 
Scripture:  Psalm 122  
 
Psalm 122 begins with the words, “I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let 
us go to the house of the Lord.’”  

We found an instant connection with this Psalm because we both find joy 
and peace when we are at our church. Both of our families are often very 
busy with school activities, sports events, and many other things that fill 
our family calendars. But we have talked in our covenant partner meetings 
about how wonderful and comforting it feels when we come to our 
church. At church, we are able to experience a special closeness to God 
and a joyful rest from our hectic schedules. We love the peacefulness of 
our sanctuary and all the important parts of our worship services. We 
both enjoy walking into new Sunday school classes at the beginning of 
each school year. It is exciting for us to learn more about our faith in the 
various ways offered by our teachers and leaders. All of these things, as 
the psalmist says, make us glad. 

Psalm 122 also says “Jerusalem is built like a city joined together in unity”. 
This verse reminds us of how all of us at FPC and in the church 
everywhere are united in worship and learning. The confirmation journey, 
especially, is a time that we are becoming more aware of this unity as we 
walk with God and each other and explore our faith. During this Advent 
season, and in a time where there are divisions between people in many 
places, this gift of unity is a beautiful thing to think about and celebrate. 

Reflection: Close your eyes, take a deep breath, and pause your mental 
busyness. Remember and reflect upon a time in worship, study, or service 
at our church that you experienced the peace of Christ and share that 
memory with someone close to you. 

Prayer: Dear God, let us go into the Advent and Christmas season with peace and 
love. Thank you for our church family and a place to worship. Help us remember what 
matters most and to be kind to one another. In your name we pray, Amen. 
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Thursday, December 5, 2019 
Linzi Anderson, Director of Youth Ministries 

Light It Up 
 

Scripture: Romans 13:11-14 
 
We are closing in on the shortest day of the year. The darkness of winter 
surrounds us.  Sometimes as I look around at our world all I can see is the 
darkness of the night, all I feel is the cold of winter. As I write this the 
news of yet another school shooting has just broken. This time two 
teenagers have died. And nothing seems to change. It is dark, it is cold. 
And yet, we are a people who believe that even now the darkness is fading 
away and the light is coming. This Advent season draws us back again to 
the truth that darkness will flee as God is making all things new. I think 
this truth gives us hope. Not a naïve passive hope, but a certain hope that 
calls us to action. We are to “put on the armor of light”, we are to “put on 
the Lord Jesus Christ.” We can work and not grow weary because Advent 
reminds us that God is with us and God is making all things new. This 
season of remembering and anticipating encourages us to keep on lighting 
the world up.  

I decorated for Christmas early this year – I’m talking early November; I 
have decided to choose Christmas joy, because sometimes life is hard. I 
love looking at our little 3-foot tree shine brightly with all its little lights.  
Sometimes we can feel overwhelmed by the darkness, but a little light can 
go a long way. Our little light might mean the difference between darkness 
and hope to someone else. As you wait expectantly for the light of the 
world, keep shining bright in your own unique way. Together we will light 
up the world. 

Reflection: What can you do today, or this week, to make your home, 
school, community, country, or world a little brighter? Who are the people 
that make your world brighter? How can you thank them today? 

Prayer: Loving God, we thank you that you are with us in the darkness and in the 
light. When the world feels cold may we feel your warmth, When the world looks dark, 
may we see ways to work with you in lighting up the world. Amen. 
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Friday, December 6, 2019 
Linzi Anderson, Director of Youth Ministries 

Transforming Encounter 
 

Scripture: Isaiah 2:1-5   

We are different, you and I. 
So, we ignore the image of God in one another. 
We take up arms. 
Yet, God encounters us. 
God becomes one of us and stands in our midst, 
And we cannot be left unchanged. 
We see each other anew. 
Swords and Spears 
Become 
Plowshares and Pruning hooks. 
Together we can plant a garden, 
And build a world, 
Where all of us will flourish. 

Reflection: How can you help someone flourish today? Who can you 
welcome in? 

Prayer: God of peace, may we encounter you anew today. May we see one another 
anew today. Help us work toward a world where all people can flourish. Amen. 
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Saturday, December 7 and Sunday, December 8, 2019 
Second Weekend of Advent 

(If you have an Advent wreath, gather around it and light the first 2 candles.)  
 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
 the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
 and a little child shall lead them. 
We light this candle with a prayer for peace. 
 We light this candle as we wait for the day of peace. 
 
Scripture: Isaiah 11:1-10 
 
Reflection: Isaiah dreams of an earth so at peace that even the animals 
which were predator and prey will dwell together without fear. There will 
be no more hurting or destroying, and all will be led by a child. Reflect on 
what our experience of Christ teaches us about being led by a child. How 
will you this week practice the child-like way of Christ, the Prince of 
Peace, in the world? 
 
Prayer: God of peace, in Christ we find peace that passes all understanding. Help us 
in this season to experience peace in our hearts, peace in our homes, peace in our world, 
in the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 

ADVENT YOUTH PROJECT  - What is Peace? 
Students from our Youth Ministry produced The Advent Project as a gift 
to our congregation. Visit FPC’s Facebook page for weekly videos each 
Sunday morning. 
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Monday, December 9, 2019 
Darlene Campbell 

Preparing the Way for Our Lord 
 

Scripture:  Matthew 3:1-12 
 
In the second week of Advent, how are we getting ready for Christmas?  
Have you noticed any visual signs? Maybe we see wreaths hanging on 
front doors, garlands of pine wound around poles or draped on fences, 
twinkling lights of many colors adorning roofs and trees, and we couldn’t 
leave out the large NOEL sign on the roof of downtown Franklin. Our 
churches and community groups are geared up to help the less fortunate 
by providing meals and places to stay during these cold winter months. 
God’s awesome earth is also preparing. It is ready to rest. Leaves are 
falling, the birds are migrating south, and the year’s harvest is in. Just as 
the earth is resting, we should rest and reflect on all the blessings we have 
been given. 
 
What about ourselves? How are we preparing our hearts and minds for 
Christmas? In Matthew 3:2-3, we are warned by John the Baptist to 
“Repent for the kingdom of heaven is near.” This is he who was spoken 
of through the prophet, Isaiah: 
  
 “A voice of one calling in the desert, 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord 
 Make straight paths for Him.’” 
 
This is where we come in. First, knowing that the word “repent” means 
turning around, forsaking sin, and connecting with God and the Kingdom 
of Heaven. That seems to come off a little too strong, but we all need to 
examine ourselves and things we’ve said or done that are displeasing to 
God. We need to be spiritually ready to open ourselves to the “good 
news.” As a family you could cut out hearts, write something on each one 
that you hope for, and then place it in a small basket. Each day during the 
week use the basket of hopeful hearts as part of your devotional. 
 
Refection:  How can you open yourself up to the “good news” this week? 

Prayer: Our dear heavenly Father, prepare our hearts for the many wonderful and 
new things you are planning for us. Teach us to prepare for the coming of your son, 
Jesus Christ, and to tell others the good news. In all that we do, may we glorify your 
name.  Amen.         
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Tuesday, December 10, 2019 
Gerry & Jackye Reams 

While We Wait 
 

Scripture:  Psalm 72:1-7 
 
Psalm 72 begins with a prayer that justice and righteousness will rule 
through the king on David’s throne. We wait during Advent to celebrate 
the birth of the King to whom the psalmist points, the King who will 
“bless all nations through him.” We pray for those blessings daily, weekly, 
and sometimes from minute to minute. Scripture reminds us. Devotionals 
remind us. We remind each other.   
 
There’s a lot of “noise” around to distract us during this holy season. So 
much is not just, far from peace, and we hurt each other. While we wait, 
how can we keep focused on Jesus’ birth when much else seems louder 
and more demanding? A Dallas pastor once broadcast short blurbs 
throughout the television day. One stuck with me, “You always have time 
for what you put first.” 
 
Reflection: What does it mean to put Christ first? How would that look 
like for you?  
 
Prayer: Gracious God, bend my will to take steps necessary to truly put Christ first. 
Amen.  
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Wednesday, December 11, 2019 
Hattie Kissel 

Hope, Joy and Peace 
 

Scripture:  Romans 15:4-13 

When Anne Keener asked me if I would like to write a devotion for the 
Advent devotional booklet, I didn’t hesitate. This past year, I have grown 
increasingly closer to God. And because of this, I was happy to help. I had 
several choices of Bible scriptures that I could use to influence my 
devotion, and Romans 15:4-13 was the clear choice. As I sat one night and 
read over the scripture, three words in the scripture practically jumped off 
the page at me. These words were: HOPE, JOY and PEACE. Such 
beautiful words that I feel are the true blessings of Christ’s teachings. If we 
are all being honest, we each need more of these three things in our life 
especially during the Advent season.  

As a busy mom of three school age children, I am always seeking out 
PEACE...in the car, in the kitchen, and while trying to conquer the 
laundry. In fact, the most requested thing in my prayer journal lately is 
peace. I pray to God to bestow on me peace so that I can be a calm 
mother. The next word, JOY, practically sung off the page to me. What a 
happy word. It makes you smile when you say it and fills your heart with 
warmth when reading about Joy. Joy is what this season is all about and 
everywhere you look there are constant reminders to feel the joy, spread 
the joy, and to be joyful. But the holiday season is the busiest time of year, 
and it is almost impossible to feel joy when your to-do list is pages long. 
And the last word, HOPE. Hope is what makes us human. Life is what it 
is, but hope lets us get up in the morning and feel okay about that. Hope 
gives you things to look forward to and the feeling that things can change.  

So the big question is, “How can we have these three amazing blessings in 
our life during the Advent season?” It is so simple: quiet time with God.  
Reading, reflecting, and praising God always brings peace, joy, and hope. 
No matter what! Often things are very complicated in life as you grow 
older, but by drawing closer to God, the blessings of Christ’s teachings 
will be easy to come by in your daily life. 
 
Reflection: How can we have the blessings of Christ’s teachings - Hope, 
Joy, and Peace - during the busy Advent season? 
 
Prayer: Dear God, you are so good, and we are grateful for the blessings of your word.  
Please be with us during our times of busy and quiet this Advent season. Send peace, 
joy, and hope to us and fill our hearts with your amazing grace. Amen. 
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Thursday, December 12, 2019 
Tom Reinhardt 

Good works, not just good words 
 

Scripture:  Matthew 3:1-12 

Being a Christian and living a Christian life are different. Sure, we believe 
in Jesus, and through him our sins are forgiven so that we might have 
everlasting life in Heaven; but Jesus wants much more for us. He wants us 
to transform into something more and better than what we currently are. 
To live a Christian life, I think we must understand that we make 
mistakes, and therefore we should do our best to reflect on our behavior 
daily. “Produce fruit in keeping with repentance” Matthew 3:8. My NRSV 
Bible footnotes say this means that God looks beyond our words and 
religious activities to see if our conduct backs up what we say. I read once 
that “Life is like a tapestry. For us, we see the backside of the tapestry. It 
appears to be nothing more than a bunch of loose threads, maybe even a 
bunch of mistakes. But when you turn the tapestry over, it can be a work 
of beauty.” 

I believe that because of God’s love, grace, and forgiveness that I’m going 
to heaven. So I try to live my life in a way that will bring a smile to God’s 
face, as a way to say thank you. Honestly, I haven’t really been that 
successful at it, but I’m trying. I need to obey, pray for God’s will to be 
known to me, study the scriptures, and serve others. Again, I’m not all 
that good in the obedience or serving departments, but I’m getting better. 
Serving others can be volunteering, mission work, financial tithing, and 
many other things, all of which are important; but I want to suggest yet 
another way. Sometimes a hug or just a simple smile can make a world of 
difference to someone; maybe someone in need. Maybe saying hello to 
someone you don’t even know can make their day. It’s an easy way to be 
nice to someone that we can all do. 

I know that my tapestry has many mistakes. I can only hope and pray that 
when my life on earth is over my tapestry looks pretty good and brings a 
smile to God’s face. It’s all part of my transformation, and I know that 
when God is in my life the more weaving God will do and the less I will 
do.   
 
Reflection: Have you thought about what your tapestry might look like 
to God?  
 
Prayer: God of love, help us to look and reflect upon what we say and do, so that our 
actions align with your will. Peace and blessings to all. Amen. 
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Friday, December 13, 2019 
Anne Keener, Commissioned Pastor 

A Shoot from a Stump 
 

Scripture:  Isaiah 11:1-10 
 
This familiar text brings comfort and imagery to some and confusion to 
others. “A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse and a branch 
shall grow out of his roots.” Jesse is the father of King David whose line 
of kings will decline until it is essentially dead. It isn’t a strong tree that 
gives life, but a stump from which the shoot grows. When you think of a 
stump, do you think of new life? Most think of a stump as the remnants 
of what has been. A stump is usually an image of death from which 
nothing good can come.  
 
However, from this lifeless stump will come a shoot. A shoot begins 
small, almost unnoticed, and then grows into a branch. If you aren’t 
looking for the shoot, you probably won’t notice its initial life. You must 
be paying attention. What are the stumps in your life or in our world? 
What appears to be lifeless but is just waiting for birth of new life?   
 
In this season of Advent as we wait to celebrate the coming of Emmanuel, 
God with us, and the second coming of Christ, where are shoots 
appearing? How are you participating in the nurture of those shoots? How 
can we as a community of faith have eyes to see the shoots around us?   
 
Tonight, many of our congregation will gather at GraceWorks Christmas 
gift program, The Manger to help others in our community shop for 
Christmas gifts for their family. Some that shop may feel like their lives 
contain stumps from which they long to see a shoot emerge from the 
series of unfortunate circumstances. Could a conversation from one of 
our members help nurture a shoot of new possibility and growth in their 
life? We never know what an encouraging word or a genuine connection 
between individuals might mean to another. I am praying for God to work 
through each of us in all our interactions today and throughout Advent to 
bring peace.  
 
Reflection: Open yourself to the stumps that surround you today. How 
can you nurture the birth and new life that is waiting to emerge? 
 
Prayer: God of grace, open our hearts and align our eyes with yours. Help us to 
participate in your mission for transformation, justice, and peace. Amen. 
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Saturday, December 14 and Sunday, December 15, 2019 
Third Weekend of Advent 

(If you have an Advent wreath, gather around it and light 3 candles.) 
 

Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another? 
 Where Christ is, the blind see, lepers are cleansed. 
Where Christ is, the lame walk, the deaf hear, the dead are raised. 
 Where Christ is, the poor have good news brought to them. 
Christ is in our midst; he is the source of our joy. 
 We light this candle in profound joy.  
 
Scripture: Matthew 11:2-11 
 
Reflection: John the Baptist is truly wondering if Jesus is the one that he 
and so many others have been looking for as he baptized people in the 
wilderness. Jesus does not ask John to listen to what he says, but to see 
what he does. Everywhere Jesus goes life is breaking out, the broken are 
being made whole, and the kingdom is dawning. What are the signs of the 
dawning kingdom in your life right now? Pause to give thanks to God for 
those signs of the Living Christ among and within us now. 
 
Prayer: God of all joy, when we see all the ways you are at work in our lives, we 
respond in joyful thanksgiving. Give us eyes to see you in our lives and in the lives of 
others. Kindle in us true joy, that we may serve you all our days, in the name of Christ. 
Amen. 
  
 
 

ADVENT YOUTH PROJECT  - What is Joy? 
Students from our Youth Ministry produced The Advent Project as a gift 
to our congregation. Visit FPC’s Facebook page for weekly videos each 
Sunday morning. 
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Monday, December 16, 2019 
Cheri Lindsley, Preschool Director  

The Art of Waiting 
 

Scripture:  James 5:7-10, Matthew 11:2-11 

Waiting has become a lost art. Like me, you probably enter discussions 

about our fast-paced lifestyles and new kitchen gadgets to produce faster 

meals. Waiting even for a short while becomes a source of great 

frustration. I often wonder at the variation of reflexes between the driver 

whose hand hits the horn as soon as the light turns and the driver whose 

foot hits the gas with a few seconds delay. How do those few seconds 

impact the mood and attitude of those drivers as well as all around them? 

In James 5:7-10 we read a reminder to be patient. “Be patient and stand 

firm because the Lord’s coming is near.” In Matthew 11:2-11, John sent 

word to Jesus: “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect 

someone else?” The wait for the Messiah has been long, people despair of 

waiting, hope grows dim.   

How do you spend your inevitable moments of waiting? Yes, you have 

your ever-present cell phone but what are your other options? I am a 

certified people-watcher. I especially delight in positive little moments 

between children and adults.   

Christmas season produces waiting – waiting in long lines, waiting for 

anticipated joys and excitement. Waiting as a spiritual discipline. Waiting 

for God to make Himself known.   

Waiting gives us opportunity to see. When we put the cell phone away, 

when we breathe deeply and release the frustration, we open our eyes to 

see. The promise of the season, the joy available for choosing. Jesus 

responded to John’s disciples “Go back and report what you see and 

hear.” 

Reflection: As you find yourself waiting this season, where can you see 

God working around you? Where are the reminders that the Lord’s 

coming is near? 

Prayer:  Holy God, thank you for reminding us that the mundane can become holy 

when we look for you. Open our eyes Lord. Teach us to wait. Amen. 
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Tuesday, December 17, 2019 
Sandra Fields 

Lessons Learned in Advent and Life  
 

Scripture:  James 5: 7-10 
 
Preparations for the Christmas pageant were underway. Costumes were 
being sewn, rehearsals had begun and the smells of evergreens were 
beginning to fill the small country church—excitement was building. 
 
Despite my six year old tomboy persona, I was chosen to be an angel—
with halo, wings, and a white robe. Wow! Not only was Christmas on the 
horizon, but the journey toward the manger was being made visible. The 
evening of the event, my grandfather was seated up front and my mother 
just off the stage.   
 
As the time neared for the my line, the importance of my responsibility lay 
heavy on me. 
 
In the darkened sanctuary, the spotlight hovered over a frozen, quaking 
angel. Stuck in my throat, my one line froze. My grandfather was beaming 
with love and pride, and with a cue from my Sunday school teacher, the 
line popped out, "I bring you great tidings of joy...." 
 
Reflection: Even at a young age, I was learning about patience, love, and 
their benefits. The journey toward Advent is filled with many life 
lessons—strengthening our hearts, teaching endurance, and recognizing 
compassion and mercy. The good news is that the Holy Spirit lives 
beyond Advent if we open our hearts and listen. How are you listening 
this Advent Season? 
 
Prayer:  Spirit of the living God, thank you for those who nurtured our faith. Their 
messages through the ages enable us to love you and others, to strengthen our hearts,  
and to be thankful for each day. Please remind us to look for your Spirit of love and 
patience on a daily basis. Thank you for loving us. Amen. 
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Wednesday, December 18, 2019 
Barbara and Will Crunk 

Being Beloved 
 

Scripture:   James 5:7-10 
 

A former teacher used to always say patience is a virtue. She normally 
followed it with a slightly less audible “one which you do not seem to 
possess.” She wasn’t wrong. Throughout life, we have found practicing 
patience to be one of the hardest aspects of faith. James 5 calls us to be 
patient. Patient like the farmer who must await the rain that will turn his 
field of dirt into a field of precious crop.  

In reading this passage, we reflected that all too often we find ourselves 
racing from one task to another, rarely taking the time to truly stop and 
take stock of all the blessings that abound. Too often we choose to look at 
what isn’t working or is taking too long instead of strengthening our hearts 
in our wait for the coming of the Lord.  
 
Reflection: Are we able to see Christ’s promise in the hope lovingly 
sowed into the dirt of our fields? In what part of your life can you practice 
more patience?  
  
Prayer: Lord, as we enter this Christmas season let us be patient for all the things to 
come and joyful for all the gifts we have already received. Help us to strengthen our 
hearts in preparation of you and to remember above all we are each your beloved 
children. Help us to strengthen our hearts in preparation for you knowing that we are 
beloved and that we are not alone, that Christ is with us. Amen.  
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Thursday, December 19, 2019 
Art Herron 

You Have to be Kidding! 

Scripture:   Isaiah 35:1-10 

I hope you have read the scripture passage for today. If not, do it now 
before you go any further. In the book of Isaiah in the Old Testament, we 
find Isaiah is quite the optimist! He makes statements that hardly anyone 
can believe! He shares a view of God that was “totally out of character” 
for the religious thought of the day. “The wilderness and the dry land will 
be glad… the desert will rejoice and blossom like a rose.” Do what? “It 
will blossom abundantly and will also rejoice with joy and singing.” What 
has this man been drinking? He has to be hallucinating. Isaiah has to be 
dreaming… and he’s in a fantasy world. He goes on to say, “Then the eyes 
of the blind will be opened and the ears of the deaf will be unstopped.” 
Furthermore, “a road will be there and a way will be called the Holy 
Way… the redeemed will walk on it and the ransomed of the Lord will 
return… crowned with unending joy and gladness… and sorrow and 
sighing will flee.” 

This Old Testament stuff may be hard to grasp. So, let’s put it into a 
materialistic environment. You walk into a nearby Walmart and go back to 
the Flat Screen TVs. You see a 48-inch screen with all the bells and 
whistles. You look at the price and it’s $45.00. You can’t believe it. But, 
it’s a joke. And the sign continues… “unlimited supply.” How many do 
you want? You demand an apology and an explanation! The people of 
God living in bondage with no hope of salvation saw the “sign” as well. It 
concludes by saying, “And sorrow and sighing will flee” (v. 10).  

As the birth of Christ approaches, how do you view this event? He is 
coming to love us, not condemn us; to save us, not to destroy us! God is 
not kidding! Make the leap of faith and believe. God, in Christ, has come 
during this season that we may know how deeply his love for us is. No 
kidding!  

P.S. It’s not a flat screen TV; it’s far better!  

Reflection: In shopping have you run across a “sale price” that was 
unbelievable? Think shopping for groceries, a car, clothing! You simply 
can’t pass up this bargain! Christ comes into the world anew. How do we 
receive him?  

Prayer: God, we pray that you will open our eyes to how you work in our lives in 
surprising ways. Give us hearts to receive the gift of Christ and faith to trust in your 
abundant love. Amen.  
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Friday, December 20, 2019 
Mary Sellers Shaw, Associate Pastor  

The Glory of Lebanon, The Glory of God  
 

Scripture:  Isaiah 35: 1-10  
 
As I read the scripture for today’s devotion, I was struck by the words, 
“The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it.” As many of you know, we 
have a mission team that is traveling to Beirut, Lebanon this January, and 
we are currently in a time of waiting, preparation, and expectation for our 
time there—just as Advent calls us to prepare for the Christmas season. It 
was inspiring to read the words of this familiar text in a new light, 
recognizing that God is in the midst of the Lebanese people (and all those 
in the Middle East, where the Bible was historically located) and finds 
glory in them. To hear in this time of preparation, “Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God,” is a reminder that God is present with all God’s 
children, in all parts of the world.  
 
God is preparing the way in all that we do for God’s glory to be seen. We 
don’t bring it to others when we go on mission trips or do other service 
projects in our community; instead, we share together the light and joy of 
God that is present all around us. That’s why we call Jesus “Emmanuel”— 
"God with us.” Christ is leading us to a day where sorrow is no more, but 
instead all may receive the peace and justice that they seek.  
 
In our Advent waiting, we have hope for the not-yet that we know is to 
come. May this waiting be a time of preparation as we learn, explore, and 
get ready to meet Jesus. Let us pay attention to how Jesus is bringing life 
to dry, desert places and filling them with gladness: in our lives, in our 
communities, and in the world.  
 
Reflection: Think about a time you’ve met someone who looks, thinks, 
or lives differently than you do. How do you see God in that person? 
What is one way you can help show God’s love in new situations?  
 
Prayer:  Holy God, we pray that you help us see you in surprising new ways: through 
a new friend, a new experience, or in travel to a new place. Open our eyes and our 
hearts to prepare the way for you. Amen.  
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Saturday, December 21, 2019 and Sunday, December 22, 2019 
Fourth Weekend of Advent 

(If you have an Advent wreath, gather around it and light 4 candles.)  
 

“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, 
 for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, 
 for he will save his people from their sins.” 
We light this candle with great love for this gift. 
 We light this candle with gratitude for Emmanuel, God’s 
 love come down. 
 
Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25 
 
Reflection: Emmanuel means “God with us.” What a remarkable claim, 
that God would become human in order to truly be with us. God’s 
presence in Jesus Christ brings true life and wholeness to the world. 
Emmanuel rules the world in love and shows us the very heart of God. 
Pray this week for the ability to walk in love among all we meet.  
 
Prayer: Loving God, thank you for the gift of Emmanuel. As we worship your 
presence with us in Christ, help us to walk in his way. We pray it in the name of and 
for the sake of Christ. Amen. 
 

 
 

ADVENT YOUTH PROJECT  - What is Love? 
Students from our Youth Ministry produced The Advent Project as a gift 
to our congregation. Visit FPC’s Facebook page for weekly videos each 
Sunday morning. 
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Monday, December 23, 2017 
Jennifer Heath 

Better to Receive 
 

Scripture:  Isaiah 7:10-16 
 
Christmas lists have always been central to my Christmas experience. As a 
child, it was a detailed (and exhaustive) list of the toys, gadgets, and 
accessories I hoped Santa might bring. But as an adult, the Christmas list 
has taken on a new meaning. It is now a to-do list: gifts for family and 
friends, holiday baking, holiday decorating, Christmas cards, volunteer 
opportunities, holiday parties, and travel plans. Christmas has become 
something to achieve, a race across the finish line of holiday wonderment 
that leaves me completely exhausted. 
 
Has Christmas become something that you feel you need to accomplish? 
With the right planning, organization and battery-powered twinkle lights, 
the perfect Christmas can be yours! But is all that achieving really what 
God has in mind? 
 
Isaiah 7 tells us that we can ask God for a sign and that we can dare greatly 
in what we ask of the Lord. Because even without being asked, God sent 
the perfect gift to the world: the love and salvation of Jesus Christ. This 
gift is ours to receive, not because we asked for it, or put it on a list, or 
deserved it, but because God loves us unconditionally and sent God’s Son 
to create a new life for us. We need only open our hearts and receive this 
extraordinary gift. 
 
This Advent season, may we send up our deepest wishes in prayer, put our 
detailed lists in the fireplace, and open our hearts to receive the blessings 
God intends for us. 
 
Reflection: How can you open your heart to receive the joy of Christmas? 
Today, focus not on what you can accomplish but what you can receive: 
excitement from your children, patience from your spouse, love from your 
neighbor, grace from total strangers. 
 
Prayer: Gracious God, may the joy and wonder of your greatest gift fill my heart and 
quiet my mind. May the spirit of Christmas be something I allow myself to receive, not 
something I seek to achieve. Amen.  
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Tuesday, December 24, 2019 
Kim Joiner, Director of Christian Education  

Receive the Christmas Gift 

Scripture:  Matthew 1:18-25  

It’s Christmas Eve! The 24th day of December is finally here. If you take a 
moment to reflect on being a young child, you know this is the most 
anticipated day of the year. Our Advent journey started on December 1 

this year and we have waited long enough, planned and partied until we 
are exhausted. Now it’s time to worship the new born King. I absolutely 
love our Christmas Eve services. The buzz is electric from the youngest in 
the nursery to the oldest with their pew full of family members. We greet 
each other with Merry Christmas and settle in for our favorite Christmas 
hymns, rejoiceful liturgy, stirring sermon, Communion, and the candlelight 
ending with Silent Night.  

Now it’s time to remember. Remember the reason we are celebrating. The 
angel visited Joseph in a dream. That dream changed the course of history 
forever. We are gathering tonight to celebrate the birth of our Emmanuel. 
Jesus the Messiah is with us. The angel said to Joseph, “do not be afraid” 
and to name this child Emmanuel, which means, God is with us.  

So God is with us now, how do we show the world? We show the world 
by showing love with all our heart. This is not a fake love, this is a true 
love for all humans. We must be bold and show love to those who feel 
unlovable. Who do you know that needs love? Who is grieving? Who is 
feeling lonely and outcast? What can you do to show love? 

We show the world by being grateful. What are you thankful for this 
Christmas Eve? How can you express your gratitude for the blessings in 
your life? How can you use your gifts to show your gratitude to God? 
Make a list and show your thankfulness these upcoming 12 Days of 
Christmas.  

We show the world by receiving the love that is bestowed on us. We are 
beloved children of God and we must live into that promise. Some days it 
is much easier than other days. When you are feeling unloved and alone, I 
challenge you to reach out to someone in your family or in this church 
family. YOU ARE LOVED BY GOD AND BY OTHERS. Receive the 
gift of God’s love for you this holy day. Merry Christmas! 

Reflection:  Who do you know that needs to hear that you love them and 
God loves them? How can you remember to receive this love yourself?  

Prayer: Dear Lord Emmanuel, you are with me. I am grateful. Help me to be your 
light and love each and every day. Amen.  
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Wednesday, December 25, 2019 
Chris Joiner, Pastor  

Daybreak 
 

Scripture:  Luke 2:1-20 
 
With the first slivers of daylight - and maybe even in the early morning 
darkness - the day we have been planning for and anticipating with great 
joy dawns.  
 
The four candles that marked our week by week waiting go dark as the 
Christ candle shines alone, illuminating the celebration and the feast.  
 
Everything about this day points to the One who has come - Immanuel, 
God with us. The gifts we exchange point to the gift of God’s love born 
in Bethlehem’s stable. The feast we share points to the tables where Jesus 
welcomed all with radical love and welcomes us still today at the table of 
the Lord. The time we give to simply being with those we love points to 
the Sabbath rest which is God’s desire for all the earth.  
 
May the peace of Christ be yours this Christmas. Merry Christmas! 
 
Reflection: Let us this holy day have eyes to see the Gift behind the gifts, 
the Table behind the tables, the Sabbath behind our day of rest.  
 
Prayer: Immanuel, be with us in a special way this Christmas, and grant us fullness 
of joy as we celebrate Christ among us. Amen.  
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Thursday, December 26, 2019 
Sharon Quintana 

The Day After  
 

Scripture:  Psalms 80: 1-7, 17-19  
 
Today is the day after Christmas. Lots of people are taking down their 
Christmas tree and putting away anything that has to do with the holiday. 
I’ll admit that’s me too, and I think it has a lot to do with working in a 
department store that has Christmas on display and for sale before 
Halloween is even over.  
 
I remember as a young child that Christmas took such a long time to 
come and the anticipation was glorious. I also remember that with each 
pregnancy I had the anticipation of a glorious surprise. I want that feeling 
back. I wonder if Mary had that anticipation before the birth of Jesus? I 
wonder if she really knew what was in store for her baby from the 
beginning? I hope she did not and could just enjoy her baby and give him 
a wonderful start to his life.    
 
As I have gotten older fewer things surprise me anymore. This old world 
is still going through trials and tribulations, and sometimes I think we will 
never learn how to love one another. It’s easy to love people that think 
like us and look like us. It’s another thing to love the “other” people. This 
year has been a tough one for me; however, in the midst of sorrow I was 
surrounded by love. My wish is for everyone to have the joy and love that 
Mary and Joseph had with the birth of Jesus. This joy and love will carry 
us past Christmas Day and beyond.  
 
Reflection: Have you considered keeping your decorations up 
throughout the 12 Days of Christmas to continue to bask in the 
celebration? How can you show joy and love to someone who may not 
have family to share the season with?  
 
Prayer: Dear Lord God, revive us, restore us, and shine your face on us so we can 
carry your love to all people. Amen.   
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Friday, December 27, 2019 
Betty Barcheski  

Silent Night  
 

Scripture:  Matthew 1: 18-25  
 
It was our first Christmas season in our new sanctuary at Knox 
Presbyterian Church in Naperville, Illinois, and I was filled with 
anticipation as my entire family from near and far would be sitting in the 
pews with Wayne and me. A fresh blanket of snow had been shoveled 
from the walkway as we entered the church on Christmas Eve. As we 
received our candles and took our seats in the pews I marveled at the sight 
of all of my loved ones together in such a beautiful place of worship—in 
the church where my children grew in their faith. The lights were dimmed 
as the story of the birth of Jesus was told once again and we sang the 
glorious hymns with the new organ. The last hymn was about to be sung 
as we reached for our candles. The first notes of Silent Night played as we 
rose to our feet. Lamplighters were readying their positions at the ends of 
each row to pass the flames.  
 
We were seated at the end of one of the rows so I watched as my children, 
their spouses, and my grandchildren lit their candles one to the other. The 
grandchildren looked cherubic as the candles glowed on each face. As I 
watched the flame being passed on down the row, I noticed how all the 
rows around me were then aglow. I began to imagine that each flame 
represented people who had influenced my life; Wayne, my family, my 
mother and father, extended family, friends, neighbors, teachers, 
physicians, and spiritual leaders. As the glow began to encompass the 
entire sanctuary, I extended my gratefulness to all those unnamed people 
who had touched my life with a mere word, a flicker of flame. As we left 
the sanctuary, I was filled with joy. 
 
Every year since, Silent Night has become my time for expressing sincere 
gratitude. This year we will once again be celebrating Christmas with my 
entire family, sitting in a beautiful megachurch in Colorado, each of us 
holding a remote-controlled plastic candle. But this year my list of 
gratefulness has grown substantially, as I will be including all of you from 
First Presbyterian Church who have enriched my life, as well as Wayne’s, 
as you took us into your fold two years ago, immersing us in a myriad of 
activities, blessing us with your friendship, and welcoming us as family. 
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Reflection: Who has enriched your life this year? How can you share 
your gratitude with them?  

Prayer: Oh Holy God, we are indeed grateful for your bright light that guides us. We 
offer you thanksgiving for the people and places that enrich our faith journey. May this 
gratitude continue throughout Christmas and the year ahead of us. Amen.   

 

 
 
 

Saturday, December 28 and Sunday, December 29, 2019 
(If you have an Advent wreath, gather around it and light the Christ candle.)  

 
A child has been born for us, 
 a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders, 
and he is named: 
 Wonderful Counselor, 
 Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, 
 Prince of Peace. 
 
Scripture: Matthew 2:13-23 
 
Reflection: In the midst of celebration, we are reminded that the world 
can still be a fearful place. Jesus and his family are forced to flee to Egypt. 
Yet in the midst of the fear, God’s presence abides, guarding and guiding. 
As we prepare to move into a new year, may we pray for ways to reflect 
the light of God’s presence in places of fear, grief, and pain.  
 
Prayer: Faithful God, we pray for all who are refugees, for Jesus and his family were 
refugees in Egypt. We pray for all who are threatened, for Jesus’ family was 
intimidated and the people of the region terrorized. We pray for all who are afraid, 
knowing that only you can take our fear and lead us on. In the name of Christ. 
Amen. 
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Monday, December 30, 2019 
Joy Crunk 

Who is this Baby? 
 

Scripture:  Hebrews 2:10-18 
 
Who is this baby born in a manger? Christ Jesus, God's son, the Holy 
One, our Lord and Savior is born! Praise the Lord! He is born to live 
among us, Emmanuel, God with us. Praise the Lord! Do we dare call this 
baby, who is our Savior, our brother? He is a descendant of Abraham just 
as we are, created in God's image. Praise the Lord! Our Lord and Savior is 
with us, one of us, our brother. Praise the Lord! 

The words of the song "Father Abraham" we teach our children sing true.  
"Father Abraham had many sons, many sons had Father Abraham. I am 
one of them, and so are you. So let's all Praise the Lord!” 

Praise the Lord! Our Lord and Savior, this baby, who will suffer and die 
on the cross for us is with us, among us. Praise the Lord! Our Lord and 
Savior, this baby, will bring us victory over death through God's saving 
grace and love. Praise the Lord!   

Reflection: As Jesus was born to live among us to show God’s love, how 
can we continue to share it in new and life-giving ways in this new year?  
 
Prayer: Gracious God, thank you for the gift of your son, Jesus Christ. We praise you 
and thank you that Christ was born and lived among us to show us the depths of your 
love for each of us, all your sons and daughters. Amen. 
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Tuesday, December 31, 2019 
Nancy Faye Williams 
Joseph Has a Dream 

 
Scripture:  Matthew 2:13-23 

 
Joseph has a dream—another dream. This one warns him of imminent 
danger and bids him to take his family and flee to Egypt. This dream is so 
powerful that Joseph acts immediately, but is there more to his 
motivation? 
 
Certainly by this time, we can proclaim Joseph to be a faithful servant of 
God; one who has accepted his role in God’s plan of salvation. However, 
Joseph is not left without a witness. Because of his heritage and 
instruction, Joseph remembers the prophet’s message. The prophets of 
old do not mention Joseph by name, nor give him a clear picture of his 
future, but through the Spirit of God, Joseph’s heart is quickened and his 
circumstances become relevant in light of Scripture. Joseph trusts the 
Word and places his life and the life of his family in the God of his 
forefathers. 
 
This passage reminds us that we are not left without a witness, and as 
God’s children, we are part of this Salvation Story. Just as Joseph 
remembers scripture which convinces him to follow, may we look for our 
story within the Holy Word. 
 
Reflection: As we read and study, let us open our minds and hearts, 
reflect on our lives, and find our home within the pages of Scripture. They 
are life-giving and life-changing. 
 
Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, we give you thanks for Joseph and the dreams that 
sustained and quickened him. We ask that, in this new year, you would plant dreams 
anew within each of us as we seek to be your people in thought, word, and deed. Amen.  
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Wednesday, January 1, 2020 
Cindy Blackburn 

Jesus Calls Us Sister and Brother 
 

Scripture:  Hebrews 2:10-18 
 
Jesus calls us brothers/sisters… 
 
During Advent we pause to marvel at our Lord’s birth. The story is both 
humble and glorious. There has been no other birth like it. As a child and 
an adult, I always loved Christmas. Lately, however I have become more 
of an Easter Person. While I enjoy the anticipation and joy of Christmas, 
for me the real treasure lies ahead. My mind tells me that little children 
belong at the manger to be near Baby Jesus and that I need to blend into 
the background. Much like a person in a theater sitting in the last row of 
the balcony, I find I am more comfortable there. Let the children have the 
front row view I think to myself… this joy is for them. I am reminded 
however that this is wrong. In the book of Hebrews, Jesus reminds me 
that I am his sister. He came here for me and for you! He suffered for us 
at Calvary and has loved us with an everlasting love. Get out of the 
balcony and come closer to me, I feel him saying to me! 
  
So this year with gladness in my heart, I will try harder to come closer to 
the manger - because Jesus wants me there. He wants all of his sisters and 
brothers there! This year I will pray to recapture more of the childlike joy 
during Advent and wholeheartedly sing praises with my brothers and 
sisters in Christ. Perhaps like the first stanza of The Friendly Beasts Hymn: 
“Jesus our brother, strong and good was humbly born in a stable rude, and 
the friendly beasts around him stood, Jesus our brother strong and good!” 
I hope you will join me! 
 
Reflection: As you consider Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem, where do you see 
yourself within that manger scene?  As family? As protector?  As 
evangelist?  Where are you being called today?  
 
Prayer: Thank you Lord for reminding me that your love for us is the same yesterday, 
today and forever, and that we are always… family. Amen.  
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Thursday, January 2, 2020 
Therese Howell 

God’s Great Favor 
 

Scripture:  Isaiah 63:7-9 
 
This prayer in Isaiah recalls God’s love and mercy for God’s people, and 
the hope that God is always with us. That is a prayer that should always be 
with us, especially as Advent/Christmas approaches. 
 
The Christmas season is filled with ups and downs – there is the 
excitement of the holiday season with shopping, wrapping, cooking, 
family, and friends. Then there is the stress – shopping, wrapping, 
cooking, family, and friends! It is a time of too much to do and not 
enough time to do it all. 
 
But that “too much and not enough” – those are ideas we have conjured 
up and put upon ourselves! Stop and think about what is truly essential 
during this season of hope and love: time spent with family and friends 
and carefully shopping with budget and wishes in mind. 
 
Isaiah reminds us that God is distressed when we are distressed, but that 
the God of love and mercy is always with us – through good times and 
bad times, stressed and not so stressed. 
 
Reflection: Remember the stress of past holidays, and work to avoid that 
in this present year. And take time in worship to relax, recharge, and give 
thanks for God’s goodness in your life. 
 
Prayer: Gracious, merciful God, we give you thanks for your presence and your love, 
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, your greatest gift to us. Help us to live our 
lives with the knowledge that you are always with us, through the good times and the 
stressful times, and let us live in the present. Grant us the wisdom and strength to do 
your will, throughout the holiday season and beyond. Amen. 
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Friday, January 3, 2020 
Michael P. Snoddy, Director of Music 

What name is given this child?  
 

Scripture:  Hebrews 2:10-18 
 
That boy-child of Mary was born in a stable… 
 
What shall we call him, child of the manger? 
What name is given in Bethlehem? 
 
His name is Jesus, God ever with us, 
God given for us in Bethlehem. 
 
Gift from above, to human mother, 
makes him our brother of Bethlehem. 
 
One with the Father, he is our Savior, 
heaven-sent helper of Bethlehem. 
 
Written by a Scottish missionary, this contemporary hymn text is set to a 
melody originating in Malawi, Southern Africa. It reflects upon the 
meaning, not only of Christ’s birth, but his name—Immanuel, Savior, 
brother, helper. Naming, as it understood, is an important part of African 
culture, often expressing not only the conditions of a child’s birth, but the 
hopes for the future.  
 
The Hebrews passage assigned for this first week following Christmas is 
all about naming, family, relationships, shared experience, hope, and 
comfort. It calls us to remember that we are one with Jesus, this child 
born of Bethlehem, and that he not only shared our human condition, but 
considers us as “intimate”, as brother, and walks with us.  
 
The Psalmist reminds us of this in the following way: 

 Where can I go from your Spirit?  
  Where can I flee from your presence?  
 If I climb to the heavens, you are there 
  If I make my bed in sheol, you are there also. 
 If I take the wings of the morning 
  and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
 even there…you hand will lead me, 
  and your right hand hold me fast.  
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“But who do you say that I am?”, a question posed by Jesus, is perhaps 
ours too. Do we dare see him outside of the “program”? Do we dare 
invite him to our everyday? Do we dare share with him our most fervent 
dreams, hopes, and desires, trusting in his most marvelous amd unfailing 
love?   
 
His name is Jesus. He came to live with us, not only with us…but for us. 
He is our brother and our helper. He is Immanuel---God with us.   
 
Amen.  
 
Reflection: What closed door do you dare to share with Jesus? 
 
Prayer: Jesus--child of Bethlehem, guide us by your Spirit as we seek to be your 
beloved, sharing your love with the whole world. Amen. 

 
 

Saturday, January 4 and Sunday, January 5, 2020 
Epiphany 

(If you have an Advent wreath, gather around it and light the Christ candle.)  
 

In the beginning was the Word, 
 and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
And the Word became flesh, and lived among us, full of grace and truth. 
 We have beheld his glory. Alleluia! Amen! 
 
Scripture: John 1:1-18 
 
Reflection: What a remarkable affirmation! John proclaims that the One 
who was with God in the very beginning is the One born in Bethlehem’s 
stable. The Christ who abided with God when God spoke all things into 
existence is the same One who died on a cross, an expression of God’s 
deep love. Celebrate together this amazing good news of God’s grace. 
Now would be a good time to look back on the celebration of Advent and 
Christmas and talk about those things that were most meaningful for you, 
and to look ahead to the new year to share those things you anticipate. 
May 2020 be a year of abundant blessings as we follow the Word who was 
and is and is to come. 
 
Prayer: God of all time, for what has been, we give you thanks; for what is now, we 
ask for your strength; for what is to come, we await with hope. Be ever near us, in 
Christ’s name. Amen. 
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The cover of this booklet comes from a painting by Mike Moyers, 

Daybreak. Mike, a member of this congregation, is a professional artist. 


