
FPC NEWSLETTER
R e s p o n d i n g  t o  G o d ’ s  g r a c e  t h r o u g h  w o r s h i p ,  s t u d y ,  a n d  s e r v i c e .

N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 5 Upcoming Events

Each Week:
Sunday Morning Worship at
10:15 AM and Sunday School
& Wonder Hour at 9 AM.

November 5
Adults 55+ Lunch and Learn

November 1
FISH PDA Cleanup Bucket
Assembly

November 6
FISH UKIRK Dinner

November 10
Prayer Shawl

November 8
Boy Scouts Breakfast; New
Member Dinner

November 9
Fall Potluck

November 7-8-9
Youth NaCoMe Retreat

November 11
Presbytery Women

 Use the action card in the pew rack to answer this question:
 How will I act with confidence to further God’s kingdom through the life of

FPC in 2026? Pledge cards may be returned in the offering plate or
submitted online by November 2. 

So far, we’ve received 71 pledges totaling $632,780

We are eagerly anticipating the Listening Sessions which are a key part of
the Transition work we have been undertaking as a congregation. We

encourage you to sign up to participate in one of many sessions which will
be held during the month of  November. These sessions are your chance to

share your perspectives directly.

 Each session will have approximately 10-12 people to allow ample
opportunity to share their experiences, and each session will be facilitated

in an identical manner for consistency.  

The Listening Sessions will allow us to explore some areas from the survey
more deeply and ensure we have a complete understanding of your

perspectives to guide us as we plan our way forward.

Sign Up for a Listening Session

Question? Contact Rich Crim, co-chair of the Transition Team.

Thank you for your willingness to engage in these important sessions that
will help us shape FPC’s future!

November 14-15-16
Women’s NaCoMe Retreat

November 26-27-28
Church Office Closed

November 29
Fish and Loaves Ministry

November 30
Advent Workshop

Join us tomorrow (Oct. 29) for WNL for a delicious dinner and fellowship. 
Following dinner, the Transition Team, led by Rich Crim and Emily Korab, will
present an overview of the work done by the team thus far, an update on the

Congregational Survey (CAT) and upcoming Listening Sessions, and next steps
in the process. For those who cannot attend, a video of the presentation will

be made available for viewing. We hope to see you there!

https://forms.ministryforms.net/viewForm.aspx?formId=312e1408-a670-4a15-8a59-a31cdb828811
http://fpcfranklin.org/ministries/sunday-wonder-hour
http://fpcfranklin.org/ministries/sunday-wonder-hour
http://fpcfranklin.org/ministries/sunday-wonder-hour
https://forms.ministryforms.net/viewForm.aspx?formId=312e1408-a670-4a15-8a59-a31cdb828811
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805044BABA928A5FD0-59619366-listening
mailto:rich.crim@gmail.com


This ancient tradition far predates the PCUSA and Reformed tradition, and while we don’t
canonize saints like our Catholic brothers and sisters, we do give thanks and honor for the lives of
fellow believers in this day and age and in ages long passed.

We generally use this holiday to commemorate the deceased, and FPC has an All Saints’ banner
that grows every year as we remember and celebrate the lives of those who are near and dear to
us. I also appreciate how, weekly, in our Prayers of the People, we take a moment to remember
and name the saints who have gone before us on the anniversary of their deaths. Grief does not
stay behind in the year we lost our loved one, and the continual remembrance of our saints
breathes new life into our memories of their love and wisdom.

Do our saints have to be deceased? I certainly see many saintly people when I look around the
congregation on any given Sunday. A practice that we incorporate into our Confirmation program
is encouraging our Confirmands and their Covenant Partners to meet together with a “saint of the
church,” a member who has given many years to FPC and who has wisdom to share about faith
and life. It’s a beautiful assignment that connects the generations, for there is so much that we
can learn from each other without waiting for a funeral or memoir.

Before the holidays arrive in full force, I invite you to reflect upon the saints in your life, both
those who have gone on to glory and those that remain in our midst. How might we celebrate
their legacy this month? What words of gratitude could you share to show them how much their
Christian witness has meant to you?

May we all live lives worthy of being called saintly some day!

Sam Belcher
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STAFF REFLECTION
SAM BELCHER,  DIRECTR OF  YOUTH MINISTRIES

“Oh When the Saints”

Before we take time to honor those in the armed services on Veterans Day or
gather around Thanksgiving tables to fellowship with loved ones and eat our
fill, there is another November holiday that comes and goes with little
fanfare: All Saints’ Day.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805044BABA928A5FD0-59753560-2025


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

2025 FPC Women’s NaCoMe Retreat
 Join us November 14–16, 2025, for a weekend of

community, prayer, and reflection at NaCoMe.
Spiritual Director Shannon Horn Truss will guide us
through prayer times focusing on God’s generosity

and love through scripture, poetry, and art.
Contact Katie England or Register & Pay Here  by

TODAY, Oct. 28 to secure your spot.
More Information.
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Would you be willing to lead a Children’s Worship
session during one of our Sundays this month? This

program occurs during the sermon and is both a
boon for our parents of young children and a joyful
time of age-appropriate worship for our little ones.

Email Sam Belcher for details!

Presbyterian Women meet the 
second Tuesday of each month

 at 9:45 AM in the Parlor.

https://mailchi.mp/427ba8235c19/fpc-youth-news-102825?e=63f86f7dfc
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805044BABA928A5FD0-54688091-adults#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805044BABA928A5FD0-58050962-wednesday
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z8V1/campaign/C-14CKA
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805044BABA928A5FD0-54688091-adults
mailto:england.katie@gmail.com
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z8V1/campaign/C-14CKA
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGzdRT_aAc/RLth-LhKb_68glCUInOMZQ/view?utm_content=DAGzdRT_aAc&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h1c7e90a805
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGzdRT_aAc/RLth-LhKb_68glCUInOMZQ/view?utm_content=DAGzdRT_aAc&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h1c7e90a805
mailto:sbelcher@fpcfranklin.org


MISSION & OUTREACH

A favorite FPC tradition! We will prepare, serve, and
share dinner and worship with Belmont and

Vanderbilt students at St. Augustine’s Chapel. This
year is especially meaningful as our own Mary Sellers

Shaw is now UKirk Campus Minister.
You can help by preparing food to send or by joining

us on campus. Email cmccall@comcast.net or sign up
on the Connection Card to get connected.
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The Manger Tree is part of FPC's Christmas
tradition. Each year our church collects gifts for
GraceWorks’ Manger. A Christmas tree will be in

Wilson Hall starting Nov. 2 and will be covered with
Manger gift tags. Each Manger tag includes a child’s
age group on the front with directions and a list of
gift ideas on the back. The suggested gift price is

$40 - $60 as this will be their main Christmas gift.
You are invited to take as many tags as you want. 

 You may use the QR code on the tag to choose a
gift from the Amazon Wish List set up by

GraceWorks for each age group, which will be
delivered directly to GraceWorks for them to place
in their Manger store. Or, you can make your own
selection using the ideas on the tags and return

your unwrapped gifts to the Manger Tree in Wilson
Hall by December 7, and FPC will deliver all

collected gifts to GraceWorks.  

For questions, contact Verna Rydlund.

Come support our Boy
Scout Troop 135 while
enjoying a delicious

breakfast and checking
out the silent auction.

Thank you to the troop
for helping us with the
Fall Festival. Now let us

support them!

Join us the Saturday after Thanksgiving as we
help feed our neighbors who may not have spent

the holiday surrounded by family and food.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805044BABA928A5FD0-59474272-downtown
mailto:cmccall@comcast.net
mailto:vrydlund@gmail.com


CONGREGATIONAL CARE & FELLOWSHIP

2025

 Our Meal Ministry is a wonderful way to respond to
God’s grace. If you would like to learn more about
this ministry, contact Ann Crim 615-293-2993 or

Tammy Love 615-472-6634. 

We had a perfect Fall afternoon for our Fall Festival. Thank you to all those who attended and to all who
decorated the 18 trunks, made the event run smoothly, and helped with all the setup and cleanup. We

specifically want to thank: Verna Rydlund, overall event coordinator; Jane Otts, kitchen queen; Eric
England, BBQ pit master; Dale Roos, movie expert; Emily Korab, communications specialist; John

Rothermel, parking lot captain; Jason and Wyatt Coleman, firepit master, Derrick Solomon and the Hard
Bargain Association Team, and Boy Scout Troop 135. It was a joy to see all ages enjoying time together.

Congratulations to our Trunk or Treat Winners!  
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Come join us on the second Monday of the
month in the church parlor from 1-2:30 PM.

Whether an experienced knitter/crocheter or a
beginner who wants to learn, all are welcome. 
For more information, contact Karen Hanson.

Thank you to everyone who
donated worship flowers in 2025

and to those who will in 2026.

Flower DedicationsFlower Dedications

The worship flowers are an important part of
worship as they remind us of the beauty of God's

creation and are then rearranged into smaller
vases and delivered to members as a reminder of
God's love and the love of their church family. The
signups are now open and are first come first serve

on dates, so sign up today.

Best Theme- The Downey Family    Best Decorated Trunk- Wayne and Angela Jackson
Best Costume- Sisters in Spirit

mailto:klhanson46@gmail.com
mailto:klhanson46@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805044BABA928A5FD0-58779419-2026
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805044BABA928A5FD0-58779419-2026


Click HERE for the
November Daily

Lectionary

Midweek Rehearsals — Wednesdays
 🎶 Carillon Handbell Choir – 5:15 PM

 🍽️ WNL Meal – 6:00 PM
 🎵 Chancel Choir – 6:45 PM

Want to sing for Lessons & Carols?
 Join us for part of a Wednesday, a week, a

special event—or longer!
 Contact Michael in the Music Office to learn

how you can “join your musical tithe with ours.”
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Give Me the Bad News
E D D I E  B E L L I S

L u k e  2 1 : 5 - 1 9
N O V E M B E R  1 6

E D D I E  B E L L I S

N O V E M B E R  9
L u k e  2 0 : 2 7 - 3 8

T h e  G o d  o f  t h e  L i v i n g

SUNDAYSN O V E M B E R  2
L u k e  1 9 : 1 - 1 0

Smal l  Man,  B ig Heart

E D D I E  B E L L I S
God Loves You
E D D I E  B E L L I S

L u k e  2 3 : 3 3 - 4 3
N O V E M B E R  2 3

N O V E M B E R  3 0
M a t t h e w  2 4 : 3 6 - 4 4

Keep Watch

A N N E  K E E N E R

Vanderbilt University Trombone Ensemble Concert
Over 200 attended our FIRST Worship - Music & ARTS Performance Event for fall.

What a wonderful afternoon of music making! 

https://pcusa.org/sites/default/files/2024-12/2025%20Daily%2011%20November.pdf
https://pcusa.org/sites/default/files/2024-12/2025%20Daily%2011%20November.pdf
https://pcusa.org/sites/default/files/2024-12/2025%20Daily%2011%20November.pdf
mailto:msnoddy@fpcfraklin.org


CELEBRATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTSCELEBRATIONS & ANNOUCEMENTS

T h a n k  Y o u s

N e w  M e m b e r s

Church Office will be closed 
Wednesday, November 26-

Friday, November 28

F O R

N O V E M B E R

B I R T H D A Y S

F O R
N O V E M B E R
B I R T H D A Y S

Click here
I am grateful to be a member of such a caring
congregation. My heart is filled with love and

appreciation for all you have provided during my
cancer treatments. Thanks for the food, flowers,
calls, cards, visits and especially your prayers. 

I am truly blessed.
 Vickie EllisMINISTRY UPDATE

FALL 2025
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Kendall Merrick grew up in Loudin County, TN and John Rothermel in Easton, PA. Job
opportunities took them to many parts of the US. They met about 10 years ago in Louisville, KY
after each settling there. Kendall has a daughter and three young grandchildren who live in MT.
John has two sons living in Oklahoma City. Kendall and John are avid skiers, enjoy the outdoors
and travel, love seeing live music, and are grateful to have found FPC Franklin.

Sydney and Kevin Costacamps moved to downtown Nashville from New York City in 2021 and
made the transition to Franklin last year. Sydney works as a Data Scientist at Dollar General,
and Kevin works as a Risk Manager for the Tennessee State Treasury. They are expecting their
first child, a boy, in February and are excited to build a community for their growing family
within the church. 

Kat and Dave Ray lived in Nashville for 20 years and moved to Franklin in 2019. Their sons,
Gabriel and Conor attend school in Franklin, are active in both Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts, and
participate in soccer and baseball. Kat and Dave own a dog training business- Dogs & Kat- in
Nashville, and both are musicians. Kat is the daughter of a Presbyterian minister which influenced
their decision in seeking a Presbyterian Church home. We couldn’t be happier at FPC Franklin.

Susan Shockley was born and raised in Birmingham, AL and graduated from the University of
Alabama. After college, she moved to Nashville, where she worked in the music business for 30
years. During this time, she met and married her husband Chuck and had 2 wonderful children,
Will and Claire. She’s now happily retired and happy to have found FPC Franklin. 

Gary and Carolyn Patterson were both US Air Force members when they met and married 63
years ago. They have one son who lives in Germany. Wherever the Air Force took them, Carolyn
always found a church needing a Director of Music. After retirement they lived in San Antonio
and now live in Spring Hill. When visiting FPC Franklin they discovered their church home, with
a welcoming congregation that is lively in serving others. They are lifelong Presbyterians and
find our gifted Music Director, acoustically wonderful sanctuary, and amazing organ as icing on
the cake. Gary feels honored to be singing in the choir. 

Gifts like yours enable GraceWorks to give a
helping hand during seasons of struggle. Thank

you so much for having a heart for people. 

May you be refreshed and prosperous as you
refresh others. Proverbs 11:25

http://fpcfranklin.org/about/birthdays
http://fpcfranklin.org/about/birthdays
http://fpcfranklin.org/about/birthdays
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Fall-Ministry-Update.html?soid=1102899697595&aid=HviLjNg_t8U


FINANCE & ACCOUNTING

Marie Hayman
Hours: 9AM-3PM

M, W, Th

Giving Options: Mail a check to the church or give online
at fpcfranklin.org/giving.

Thank you for all the ways your generosity, in response to
God’s grace, strengthens the ministry and mission 

of this congregation.

P H O N E :   ( 6 1 5 )  7 9 4 - 5 1 1 4
w w w . f p c f r a n k l i n . o r g

S U N D A Y  W O R S H I P :  1 0 : 1 5  A M
S U N D A Y  W O N D E R  H O U R :   9 : 0 0  A M

C H U R C H  O F F I C E  H O U R S :
M o n d a y - T h u r s d a y  9  A M  -  4 : 0 0  P M

C l o s e d  F r i d a y s

C H U R C H   S T A F F
E d d i e  B e l l i s ,  I n t e r i m  P a s t o r

A n n e  K e e n e r ,  C o m m i s s i o n e d  P a s t o r
M i c h a e l  S n o d d y ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  M u s i c  &  O r g a n i s t

S a m  B e l c h e r ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  Y o u t h  M i n i s t r i e s
C a t h e r i n e  O l s o n ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  O p e r a t i o n s

M a r i e  H a y m a n .  A c c o u n t a n t
K a t e  L a s s e t e r ,  N u r s e r y  C o o r d i n a t o r
K e l l y  O l d h a m ,  N u r s e r y  C o o r d i n a t o r

F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H
1 0 1  L E G E N D S  C L U B  L A N E
F R A N K L I N ,  T N  3 7 0 6 9

R e t u r n  S e r v i c e  R e q u e s t e d

http://fpcfranklin.org/giving

