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Honoring the Brinkers:
Saying Goodbye to Janelle and Jared
The youth have recently explored the theme of transitions in their lives. A looming transition is saying goodbye to Janelle Brinker as the Director of Youth Ministries. We want to
offer all our youth, parents, adult participants and congregation members the opportunity
to celebrate three joyous years with Janelle and her husband, Jared. They will be moving
back home to Michigan at the end of May. We are grateful for her service and wish them
many blessings upon their return to Michigan. All are invited to any of the receptions and to
add to the Blessing Box in Wilson Hall.
Sunday Night Summit, May 6
6:45 p.m., Wilson Hall
Dessert Reception with Youth, Parents
and Adult Participants
Sunday School, May 20
9:45 a.m., Youth Rooms 117/118
Hot Chocolate Toasts with Youth and
Sunday School Leaders
Congregation Reception, May 20
10:30 – 11:00 a.m., Wilson Hall
Brinker Blessing Box
Write a special memory or a blessing on a notecard
(Notecards and pens in Wilson Hall)
During all the celebration events we will have a
Card Collection Basket with the option to enclose
cash, checks or gift cards.
(Checks made payable to Janelle Brinker)

P a g e

T h e

2

F r a n k l i n

P r e s b y t e ri a n

A Message from our Music Director,
Michael Snoddy
Greetings to all!
How easy it is to become conditioned to believe that there is only one way to pray, one
way to sing, or one way to worship: Perhaps this a particularly comforting thought for
some as we face an ever-shifting world. In reality, there are a multitude of ways,
reflecting the diversity of the creation and our human experience. The hymn Earth and All Stars is one such
creation to remind us of this. With its text of evocative and colorful images, each one reminds us that we, even
the creation itself, are called to a life of praise. If you are a star. Praise! If you are the rain. Praise! If you have
voice. Praise! If you are an element. Praise! If you are knowledge. Praise! If you are living. Praise!

Earth and All Stars
Earth and all stars! Loud rushing planets! Sing to the Lord a new song!
Hail, wind, and rain! Loud blowing snowstorm! Sing to the Lord a new song!
God has done marvelous things, we too will praise Him with a new song!

It is interesting to note that this hymn text is written in a more contemporary style, one based upon single
phrases, rather than complete sentences. This structure is somewhat reflective of our lives together, each
separate and distinct, but each building-up and contributing to the whole.
I would like to encourage you to join your “praise” with ours as we continue to become the whole people of God
in this place. This month you will see a number of offerings in the Music Musings for May: Choirs – Handbells –
The Montreat Music and Worship Conference – A Music & Arts Event: The Music of Justin Belew – and a Sunday
School Offering: Worship Matters – The Hymn. Each distinct, each diverse, each contributing to the Story of
Redemption.
God has done, and continues to do, marvelous things. Find your praise and do so with a new song!
Rise Up Singing Praise!
Michael
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Join us for Vacation Bible School!
Monday through Thursday, June 18 –21
9:00 a.m. to noon
Ages 4 (by 8/15/18) through 6th grades are welcome! Class sizes are limited and we will close registration
once we reach capacity. However, children of volunteers are guaranteed a spot! Everyone is invited to
register your children or to volunteer. Registration will close on June 1st, and onsite registration will not be
available.
At Rolling River Rampage VBS, your students will discover an interactive, energizing, Bible-based program
that will give them an opportunity to experience the ride of a lifetime with God. During Vacation Bible
School at Rolling River Rampage: Experience the Ride of a Lifetime with God, your students will become
Rafters and explore how to serve God and God's mission for their lives.
After a high-energy Opening Assembly, the Rafters make their way to the Bible Story Station. Interactive
Bible lessons reveal Rapid Reminders to equip your Rafters for an active life with God. Your Rafters will
discover a Rafting Ready Verse that will remain with them in their faith long after VBS.
The students will expand on what they've discovered by
participating in a variety of activities: making art projects at
the Craft Station, singing new music at the Music Station,
exploring at the Science Station, participating in recreational
activities at the Recreation Station, and enjoying tasty snacks
at the Snack Station. Along the way, the Rafters will hear
about our mission project and their call for action!

SUMMER 2018
ONE SERVICE OF WORSHIP AND SUNDAY SCHOOL
May 27 – July 29
Sunday Worship – 9:00 a.m. – One Service Only
Coffee Time – 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School – 10:15 a.m. – Adult, Children, and Youth

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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New Staff Changes Coming
There are a number of staff announcements that have been made in recent weeks. To recap:
Janelle Brinker, our current Director of Youth Ministries, announced she would be departing after her
graduation from the Center for Youth Ministry Training, to return to Michigan. We are sad to see her
leave, and honor the tremendous, grace-filled ways she has led our youth
ministry. Janelle is with us until the end of May.
The session voted to make what is currently a parttime Director of Youth Ministries’ position into a
full time position and, upon the recommendation
of a search committee, voted to call Linzi Anderson
to that full time position. She will begin her work
here June 1.

Linzi Anderson

We have an elected Associate Pastor Nominating Committee currently engaged in a search for an
Associate Pastor who will have primary responsibilities in Mission and Outreach, in alignment with
the goals of the capital campaign. When the committee has a name to present to the congregation
and the presbytery has examined and approved the person, we will call a congregational meeting for
the purpose of voting. This process takes time, and could be completed in a few months or longer,
depending on many circumstances.

Anne Keener currently works full time as Pastoral Assistant, with primary responsibilities in pastoral
care, Congregational Care, Outreach, and regular worship assistance. When the Associate Pastor is
called, Anne will continue to be full time staff. Her Outreach responsibilities will shift to the Associate
Pastor, enabling more of Anne’s time to be given to pastoral care and the various ministries under
Congregational Care, as well as her ongoing pattern of worship assistance. Anne is also working
toward receiving a Certificate in Ministry from Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary with the goal
of being commissioned by the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee as a Commissioned Pastor at First
Presbyterian Church, giving her the ability to do some of the functions of an ordained Minister of
Word and Sacrament in the absence of one.
The remainder of our staff continue excellent work in their current positions and will do so after
these changes.
I pray you will join me in giving thanks to God for our church staff and for the changes that are
happening, that all will be to God’s glory and the strengthening of the mission of the church.
Peace,
Pastor Chris

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Congratulations to our
Graduating Seniors 2018
Congratulations to all our high school seniors. On April 15 we celebrated our high school seniors with a
special lunch. They each were presented a Bible in worship filled with signatures and messages. Keep
them in your prayers as they make plans for the next phase in the journey.

Those who attended the lunch are pictured
left to right:
Back Row: Jonathan Moyers, Riley Coleman
Middle Row: Michael Bowling, Josh Zander
Front Row: Christian Sponsel, Maddie Brown,
Grayson Stanfill
Other graduating Seniors are
Noah Dover, McLean Haws, Emma McCaleb,
Kellen Mitchell, and Jack Oldham.

Welcome Our New Members

Mike, Ashely and Caroline Freiburg

Welcome to our newest members: Mike Freiburg, Ashley
Bellamy, and Caroline Freiburg. On Sunday, April 22, they met
with the session and joined our congregation. They moved to
Franklin from Cincinnati, Ohio to be closer to Ashley’s parents.
Mike and Ashley were very involved in the life of their previous
congregation, Knox Presbyterian. They especially enjoyed
serving within their homeless ministry. Their daughter,
Caroline, is four years old and has enjoyed our Children’s
Worship. You never know when inviting someone to church
might lead to them feeling God calling them to join. Caroline
had a swim lesson with Elise Lasseter, Kate invited Ashley to
church, and now they have found a church home. We are
delighted to have Mike, Ashley, and Caroline as part of our faith
community and to be part of their faith journey. Please find an
opportunity to introduce yourself and welcome them.

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Visitation Ministry
The Visitation Ministry began monthly visiting 16 homebound
individuals or couples in February. The responses have been very
positive from both those visited and families of those being visited.
“This is a much needed ministry.” “Thank you so much for visiting
‘x’ – he’s not able to get out and is thankful for someone stopping
by to visit him and bring news of the church.” Members of our
visitation team have reconnected with some old friends and have
expressed that they reap benefits from being able to serve in this
ministry. With the current visitation load, members of our team are assigned one visit per month to be
completed at their convenience.
If you would like to join the dedicated group of members who are sharing the community of faith with
those who are unable to worship with us regularly, join us for one of the upcoming training sessions on
Thursday, May 10, from 7-8 p.m. in Room 207 OR Monday, May 14, from 2-3 p.m. in the Parlor, Room
218. Indicate your interest on the blue connection card or contact Karen Hanson (KLH680@charter.net;
cell: 407-341-3944) or Sandra Fields (Sandrafields50@comcast.net; cell: 615-406-4886.)

Transportation Ministry
One of the many joys of a congregation the size of ours is the abundance of opportunities to offer service
to our fellow members. The Visitation Ministry is bringing to light the need for a Transportation Ministry.
The number of members who need transportation to church has grown since our strategy team
evaluated the need. We know of 7 people who no longer drive and want to attend worship. We are also
aware of at least 6 people who no longer drive at night but would like to attend evening services or
Wednesday Night Live. Therefore, the Congregational Care Committee is actively recruiting volunteers for
two types of service.
•

We need 2 people to serve as coordinators of the Transportation Ministry. This would involve
monitoring the requests for rides and making arrangements for volunteer drivers to provide them.
The coordinator would ideally have excellent organizational and communication skills and be able to
utilize computer programs to organize and track schedules.

•

Additionally, we need drivers. You may volunteer on a one-time basis or on an on-going basis. As we
continue to develop the ministry, we will determine what works best for both the drivers and the
riders.

If you are interested in learning more about the Transportation Ministry or if you
are interested in serving in one or more of the roles associated with it, please
contact Sue Mahurin at srmahurin@aol.com or by phone or text at 615-516-7013.
Your continuing participation in the ministries of our church keeps them available
for those they serve. Thank you for your service.
Responding to God’s grace through worship, study and service.
Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Growth Groups
The spring Growth Groups have been a gift to those who participated and
for our church as a whole. Hear what the experience meant to a couple of
members:
“Growth Group has been very enlightening for me. I have gotten to know
other church members much better and have been able to delve deeper into my inner self as well.”
“Growth Groups provide space for me to express my point of view without judgment and grow by hearing
other people's experiences and points of view. Greeting people in church after our time together is
qualitatively different. I feel blessed by the opportunity to attend a Growth Group.”
If you are curious about Growth Groups, take time to reach out to anyone in these photos and they would
be happy to share their experience.
Thank you to all who were part of a Growth Group, especially for our facilitators and those who opened
their homes each week. We experience the risen Christ in relationships, and Growth Groups provide
wonderful opportunities to deepen our relationship with others and with God.
Fall 2018 Growth Groups will meet September
through November. Look for more information
coming this summer. We hope you will
consider joining one of these life-giving groups.

Meal Ministry
The Meal Ministry is an active part of the Congregational Care Committee, providing meals to members of
our church family during times of anxiety, stress, sorrow or joy. Whether it’s an upcoming surgery, an
unexpected illness or injury, the death of a family member or the birth or adoption of a new baby, the
volunteers who make up the Meal Ministry are there to provide a meal.
The process is simple. When a need is identified and a meal schedule has been set up you will receive an
email giving you the details you need, including dates of meals scheduled, any special food restrictions for
the family and the number of people to prepare for. A link is provided that takes you to the website where
you can sign up for the entire meal or any part of it. You’ll be given the option to deliver the meal to the
recipient or leave it at the church for someone else to deliver.
You could become a part of this vital ministry by volunteering to
be a cook, a driver or both. If you are interested in brightening
someone’s day one meal at a time, contact Sue Mahurin at
srmahurin@aol.com or by phone or text at 615-516-7013.
Thanks for your service to our church.

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Why do we give?
Today, our family is blessed with financial security and good health. However, there have been moments in our lives
when that was not the case; times when others reached out to us to help. We recognize that we would not be here
today had others not reflected the good works of Jesus Christ in our lives. We have been blessed and hope to be a
blessing to those around us. Active participation in First Presbyterian Church is a major way that we do this.
Our family intentionally gives of our time, energies, and money to FPC. We see this as an opportunity to give back to
God a portion of what He has given us. We believe in the work of our church in our local community and throughout
the world. We recognize that our monetary contribution, when combined with others, allows the church body to
work in ways that we, as a family, could not.
Mike and I grew up with different religious backgrounds. Giving to the church was not part of our upbringing. In fact,
when we first joined FPC we did not commit to annual giving. We made contributions when we attended on any given
Sunday but giving was not part of our household budget. It’s hard to say exactly when that shifted for us, but shifted it
has.
Over the years, our family moved to allocating part of our household budget to giving to the church. Moving to an
annual commitment allowed us to reflect on our priorities. It was intimidating that first year, but it has been a
privilege to give generously and joyfully annually. This year, we were particularly inspired by the graphic breakdown of
our congregation’s annual giving patterns in the form of steps. We were motivated to increase our commitment
enough to move up one step.
Giving is one way our family recognizes the abundance in our lives and provides us an opportunity to share our gifts in
community with our church.
- Mike and Namaste Anderson
________________________________________________________________________________________________

Summer Worship Sermon Series
Red-Letter Christian: A Summer Pilgrimage
There are groups of people within Christianity who have taken the name, “Red-Letter Christians.” In my
old, leather, King James Version of the Bible the words of Christ are in red. I believe we are all, in a
sense, “Red-Letter Christians,” those who believe that this man, Jesus of Nazareth, and what he did and
said, are the core of our faith.
This summer I am preaching a series of sermons on some of these “red letters,” some of the most valuable of Jesus’
words; words that, heard afresh today, speak to us profoundly of the hopeful possibilities of faith in the One in whom
the kingdom has drawn near. I will be using the book “Jesus: A Pilgrimage”, by James Martin as a guide through out
the series. This book is “designed to be accessible to anyone – from those just starting to think about Jesus to those
that feel that they may know the topic well.” You are invited to read the book in full, or read the chapters outlined for
the corresponding Sunday school class (listed on page 9), or simply come and listen. The book is available in may
formats. I hope you will join for summer worship at 9:00 a.m. and the conversation in Sunday school at 10:15 a.m.
- Peace, Pastor Chris

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Summer Sunday School 2018
May 27—Sunday LIFT: Living in Faith Together/Wilson Hall/10:15—11:00 am
A multigenerational Sunday School will be held in Wilson Hall with a special BRUNCH to celebrate the beginning of Summer Sunday School! Sign up for this special Sunday school gathering to explore: Potatoes in the
Morning from 10:15 – 11:00 a.m.

Every Sunday: A Nursery is available for infants – 3-year-olds downstairs in Room 111
June 3 – July 29 / 10:15- 11:00 am
Children: PreK – 6th grade/Feasting on the Word/Room 210/various leaders
Youth: 7th – 12th grade/ Feasting on the Word/Room 120/various leaders
Adults:
Red-Letter Christian: A Summer Pilgrimage for Adults/ Room 211 Barr Conf./Led by Chris and Kim Joiner
Reading chapters from Jesus: A Pilgrimage by James Martin
June 3 – Luke 5:1-11 – “Put Out into the Deep Water” – Martin, Chapter 9
June 10 – Matthew 5:1-12 – “Blessed Are You” – Martin, Chapter 10
June 17 – Mark 2:1-12 – “Your Sins are Forgiven” – Martin, Chapter 11
June 24 – Mark 4:1-9 – “Let Anyone with Ears to Hear, Listen!” – Martin, Chapter 12
July 1 – John 6:16-21 – “It Is I; Do Not Be Afraid” – Martin, Chapter 13
July 8 – Luke 8:26-39 – “Declare How Much God Has Done for You” – Martin, Chapter 14
July 15 – Matthew 14:13-21 – “You Give Them Something to Eat” – Martin, Chapter 15
July 22 – John 5:1-18 – “My Father is Still Working, and I Also Am Working” – Martin, Chapter 16
July 29 – Mark 10:46-52 – “Your Faith has Made You Well” – Martin, Chapter 17
The Bible Class/ Room 207/ Led by Hugh DuPree
Christian Faith and Life/ Room 201 Adult Library/Led by Missy Kitchings

August 5, 12, & 19 – Festival of God’s Gifts /Multigenerational/Various Rooms/9:45 am
Gifts, talents, hobbies will be shared by our members and guests of all ages! What gifts will you share?
Contact Kim with your ideas or offerings. kjoiner@fpcfranklin.org

August 26—Youth Mission and Montreat Presentation/Multigenerational/Rm 211/9:45 am
September 2 – Sunday LIFT: Living in Faith Together/ Wilson Hall/9:45 am
Books! Books! Books! - Multigenerational in Wilson Hall for our last summer Sunday school gathering.

September 9 – Rally Day/Sanctuary/9:45 am
The new Sunday school year begins!
Come hear about all the offerings for adult, youth and children’s education.

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Easter Egg Hunt 2018

The FPC Annual Easter Egg Hunt was
filled with joy. Children 10 and under
enjoyed games like the Bunny Hop,
Fishing for Eggs, and Easter Egg Toss.
We also had crafts and face painting.
We even got a visit from the Easter
Bunny! After enjoying some snacks, the
children headed out to hunt Easter
eggs. It was a fun filled morning at FPC!
Special thanks to our wonderful youth
that helped with face painting, games
and hiding the Easter eggs!
Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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FPC Franklin is hosting a Blood Drive
When: Sunday, May 6, 2018
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Where: Wilson Hall
Why:

Blood Donation is Important….and YOU can
help patients who need blood products!

To make an appointment to donate, please visit
www.redcrossblood.org and use Sponsor
Code FPCF19.
OR
Contact Connie Bond at cbond@comcast.net /
615-790-4043 or Don Bittick at dbittick@msn.com /
615-794-5768.

Why donate blood?
Every two seconds, someone in the U.S. needs blood.
More than 41,000 blood donations are needed every day.
One in five of your neighbors will need blood.
More than 1.6 million people were diagnosed with cancer last year. Many of them will need blood, sometimes daily, during their chemotherapy treatment.
A single car accident victim can require as many as 100 pints of blood.
800 units of blood are needed every day in Middle Tennessee.
50% of Middle Tennessee residents can give blood. Only 5% actually do. You can be part of that 5%
when you donate.
Blood cannot be manufactured – it can only come from generous donors.
Donating blood is a safe process. A sterile needle is used only once for each donor and then discarded.
Blood donation is a simple four-step process: registration, medical history and mini-physical, donation
and refreshments (we all enjoy refreshments!).
One donation can help save the lives of up to three people.
If you’re not eligible to donate, please consider asking a friend to donate at this drive or volunteer to work at
this drive! To make an appointment to donate, please visit www.redcrossblood.org and use Sponsor Code
FPCF19.
Please contact Connie Bond at cbond@comcast.net / 615-790-4043 or Don Bittick at dbittick@msn.com /
615-794-5768 if you have questions, would like to volunteer to work the drive, or would like to schedule a donation appointment.
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Each month a group of mom’s meet for fellowship and a book discussion in someone’s home. Some are mom’s
to toddlers and some are empty nesters, but we all share the bond of motherhood and enjoy a night out!
Come join us.

MOM’S BOOK CLUB—LAST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH AT 7:00 P.M.
May 31: Tell Me More by Kelly Corrigan
“It’s a crazy idea: trying to name the phrases that make love and connection possible.
But that’s just what Kelly Corrigan has set out to do here. In her New York Times
bestselling memoirs, Corrigan distilled our core relationships to their essences,
showcasing a warm, easy storytelling style. Now, in Tell Me More, she’s back with a
deeply personal, unfailingly honest, and often hilarious examination of the essential
phrases that turn the wheel of life.”

June 28 and July 26: A Year of Biblical Womanhood by Rachel Held Evans
Strong-willed and independent, Rachel Held Evans couldn't sew a button on a blouse
before she embarked on a radical life experiment--a year of biblical womanhood.
Intrigued by the traditionalist resurgence that led many of her friends to abandon their
careers to assume traditional gender roles in the home, Evans decides to try it for
herself, vowing to take all of the Bible's instructions for women as literally as possible for
a year. Pursuing a different virtue each month, Evans learns the hard way that her quest
for biblical womanhood requires more than a "gentle and quiet spirit" (1 Peter 3:4).

Do you play Bridge?
You are invited to join!
Senior Adult Ministry
Thursday Bridge
9:30 a.m.—12 noon
Room 206

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Confirmation Class of 2018
With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you into Christ’s Church
to share with us in this ministry, for we are all one in Christ.

Thank you to Mike Moyers for compiling the
student’s work into this creative and symbolic
emblem.

Pictured Back Row: Riley Mitchell, Andrew Bechtel, Avery
DeYoung
Middle Row: Grayce Bechtel, Elijah Sower, Brooks Godwin,
Braden Dvorak
Front Row: Sadie Jones, Rachel Bowling, Emily Wahlfeld,
Hannah Story, Connor Lewis

Sunday Night Summit in May
Path 34 and Trek 56
May 6- Last regular meeting
5:30 to 7:00 p.m.
May 19—Promotion Plunge
3:00 to 6:00 p.m. for RISING 7th Grades
4:00 to 6:00 p.m. for current 3rd, 4th & 5th
and Rising 3rd!

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Musical Musings for May
Chancel/Chapel Choir
May 6 – Sing to the Lord of Heaven, arr. Carolyn Swallow
13 – He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands, arr. Moses Hogan (Camille Winton, solo)
20 (Pentecost Sunday) – Gracious Spirit, Dwell with Me, arr. K. Lee Scott

Carillon Handbell Choir
May 6 – Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, arr. John Behnke
This is My Father’s World, arr. Bill Ingram
(Rehearsals for fall begin on Wednesday, August 15)

Montreat Music & Worship Conference
June 24 - 29 – Sacraments and Seasons
(Join us in North Carolina in June – For more information see the Music Board in Wilson Hall)

Worship Matters - The Hymn
August 5 – The word matters can be defined as both as noun (substance) and verb (importance). Join us during the
Sunday School hour to discover our hymnody as both.

Music & Arts Event for May
Just Justin—The Music of Justin Belew
Music for a multitude of instruments, from a jawbone to a penny whistle!

Friday, May 18 – 7:30 p.m. – Sanctuary
Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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First Presbyterian Preschool
Have you heard?
The preschool will have two age groups for Summer Camp this summer! Children 3-6 will have Cook
Camp and experiment with food prep, creating recipes, and cooking. Children 6-9 will have Lego
Camp. They will build and collaborate, and create designs for others to replicate. Summer Camp
also includes nature experiences, art and literacy and Wacky Water Wednesdays for both age
groups! You can pick up registration forms in the church office.
We have something new to offer for the 2018-2019 school year! There will be a Homeschool
Enrichment for children ages 5 and 6 whether homeschooled or concurrently enrolled in the
preschool. This enrichment will meet Monday and Wednesday afternoons and give children
opportunity for project-based learning while building executive functioning skills and strengthening
emotional intelligence. Talk to Cheri in the preschool office (615.791.9061) for more information.
Construction begins soon on the Outdoor Classroom! We are looking
forward to enjoying this beautiful addition to the church grounds. It is
not too late to donate $100 for an engraved paver. Two of the four
benches have been donated by church members as well as some of the
pavers. Add your child’s or family’s name to this beautiful setting with a
fish pond. Contact Cheri at clindsley@fpcfranklin.org to donate.
Our latest adventure with animals has been raising baby chicks!
They get bigger every day. They will go to live with two preschool families
at the end of the preschool year.

Stephen Ministry
“. . .choose seven from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom . . .
they were presented to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.”
Acts 6: 3,6
Following the example of the early church, we will commission our newest Stephen Ministers at both
services on Sunday, May 6th. Judi Arnold, Angela Dyer, Bill Hughes, and Dale Roos have completed 50
hours of training and are ready to join our current Stephen Ministers in providing distinctive, one on one
Christian care to members of our congregation and our surrounding community. Let’s welcome
and congratulate our newest Stephen Ministers!

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Youth News

Transitioning with Grace
On Sunday, April 15th, we celebrated a lot of transitions. We celebrated our high school seniors, as
Michael Bowling and Jonathan Moyers preached a wonderful sermon. They reminded us to believe in
the God who believes in us and to be witnesses to Christ’s resurrection. Following the 11:00 a.m. service,
our junior parents hosted a beautiful senior recognition luncheon. We were reminded that we do not
journey alone, that we belong to each other and to God. Then at Sunday Night Summit, we welcomed
our rising 7th graders to youth group, and we also got to know our soon-to-be Director of Youth
Ministries, Linzi Anderson. In this spring season, as things are blossoming, we remember that transition
and change always come with the potential for new and beautiful life. As we all transition toward
summer, toward new schools, toward new jobs, and new roles, let us remember the God who believes in
us, and remember that we are not alone. Let us transition with grace, so that we can experience the new
life that comes with change. May it be so. Amen.

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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FPC Youth Car Wash: May 12th
What do pollen, bug guts, and bird poo all have in
common? They might just be stuck to your car this
Spring! Don't forget to mark your calendars for the Youth
Car Wash on Sat. May 12th from 9a.m. to 1p.m. As the
youth get your car squeaky clean, you will be supporting
their summer mission trips. It's a win-win! So join us
from 9 a.m-1 p.m. Sat. May 12th, get your car washed, and support the youth!

Promotion Plunge: May 20th 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
On Sunday, May 20th all rising 7th graders through graduating seniors will meet at 3 p.m. in Wilson Hall to
begin the plunge! We will have games, a slip'n'slide, and dinner at 5:30 p.m. Wear a swimsuit if you wish,
bring a towel and bring a friend. We will dismiss at 6:00 p.m. See you there!

Important Youth Dates:
May 5: Congregational Play Day at NaCoMe
May 6: Sunday Night Summit

May 12: Youth Car Wash (9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.)
May 20: Promotion Plunge (3:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.)
June 10-16: High School Montreat
June 20: Mission Trips Parent/Youth Meeting (6:00 p.m.)
June 18-21: VBS (youth volunteers needed!)
June 24-30: High School Mission Trip, Washington D.C.
July 10-13: Middle School Mission Trip, Heifer Ranch, Perryville, AR

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Missions
Walk and Talks in the Park
Six FPC Women attended the Spring Orientation and the "Walk and Talks in the Park” in April with Servant
Group International. South Nashville is home to many refugee women who take this opportunity to get out
and exercise, practice their English, and make a new friend. Keep an eye out for the Fall Orientation and
then grab your walking shoes and join us Saturday mornings this fall at Coleman Park in Nashville for the
upcoming Walk & Talks.

Mark your calendar for 2018 Habitat Build Day!
Join us at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 2nd at 408 North Frierson St., Columbia, TN. We will spend a day at
the future home of Aja Silvestri who is expecting a daughter due in July. We will are registering food and
construction volunteers now via email to: mission@fpcfranklin.org

April 2NDSAT
Volunteers assembled around 300 “Gifts of the Heart” Hygiene Kits and a few Clean Up Buckets for
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance in Wilson Hall. PDA, in conjunction with Church World Service (CWS) sends
these kits out into the world when disaster strikes, so it is important for them to have stores of them on
hand, helping to bring "Hope out of Chaos.”

Gifts of the Heart Clean Up Bucket

Gifts of the Heart Hygiene Kits
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May 2NDSAT/Mission Partner
Our Mission Parner will be GraceWorks and we will assemble
Fuel Bags. The numbers keep rising, according to Phil Rutledge,
GraceWorks Food Pantry Manager. They are now distributing
approximately 736 weekly Fuel Bags to Williamson County
students and the number goes up about 5 to 6 each
week. These Fuel Bags help to ensure these children have
access to food over the weekends. Join us in setting up the
items and then the assembling of the bags on May 12 in Wilson
Hall at 9 a.m.

GraceWorks Fuel Bags

Mission Trip with Appalachian Service
Project
Cody, Heather, Mikey, Cameron, Chase and Keaton. These
are the names of our new friends in Virginia. It was a
wonderful week of work on this Mission Trip
with Appalachian Service Project in Jonesville, VA.
We left the family a new roof, their siding in place, a new
stable front porch and so much more! Mark your calendars
to join us in Wilson Hall on August 5th for our Mission
Dinner. We will share this experience and explore our next
one! Register your place at the table now!
http://fpcfranklin.org/registration There is never a cost for
the Mission Dinners, only opportunity to give to future and
present Mission work.

Cody, Heather, Mikey, Cameron, Chase and Keaton
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May 13, 2018
7th Sunday of Easter - Communion

May 6, 2018
6th Sunday of Easter
Scripture: Acts 10:44-48

Sermon: by Warner Durnell

Sermon: “Even”

Liturgists:
8:30: Bruce Jones
11:00: Elise Burns

Chris Joiner
Liturgists:
8:30: Bruce Jones
11:00: Elise Burns

Acolytes: Water
Candles
8:30: Hannah Story
Bryant Downing
11:00: Barrett DeYoung

Acolytes:
8:30: Braden Stivers
11:00: Sammy Tarkington
Hospitality Team 1:
8:30: Fred and Sue Banner; Margaret,
Phillip, Sanders and Shelby Whiteside; Fred
Williams
11:00: Jean Acklin; Avery DeYoung; Lauren,
Clarie and Kinley Inglis; Christi and Jack
Granstaff; Rich and Pat Johnson
Children’s Worship
8:30: Karen Sartin; Cara Moyers
11:00: Kim Joiner; Olivia Anderson

Hospitality Team 2
8:30: Duke Ellis; Ruthie Moulton; Myers
Parsons; Betty and Bruce Waterman; Susan
Williams
11:00: J. Edward and Brenda Campbell; Jenna
Crunk; Steve, Leanne and Jack Hoeffler
Children’s Worship
8:30: Rhonda Moyers; Julia Pianta
11:00: Katie Oldham
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May 20, 2018
Day of Pentecost
Scripture: Acts 2:1-21
Sermon: “Visions and Dreams”
Chris Joiner
Liturgists:
8:30: Duke Ellis
11:00: J. Edward Campbell
Acolytes
8:30: Julia Pianta
11:00: Ainsley Coleman
Hospitality Team 3
8:30: Jennifer, Chris, Meryl, Brooks and Hollis
Godwin; Casey, Chris, Jack, Julia and Sam Pianta
11:00: David, Michele, John and Mac Boyette;
Ken, Ann, Josh and Madison Zander
Children’s Worship
8:30: Casey Pianta
11:00: Susan Haws; Bella Givens

Communion Clean-up
Pat and Rich Johnson
Communion Preparation
Susan Oldham; Janet Frame

May 27, 2018 - 9:00 Worship
Trinity Sunday
Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-8
Sermon: “Call to Relationship”
Chris Joiner
Liturgist
9:00: Don Bittick
Acolytes
9:00: Brooks Godwin
Hospitality Team
9:00: Wayne and Betty Barcheski; Sarah and
Hannah Fox; Tony, Lauren, Claire and Kinley
Inglis; Vance, Jessica, Sadie and Grant Lahey;
Jessica Queen
The family of Murray Wilhoite, Sr. wish to
express their gratitude for the many cards of
sympathy and prayers from the congregation. He
lived a long and faithful life believing in the
promises of Jesus Christ.
His family appreciates your concern.
Sincerely,
The Wilhoite Family

Dear WNL diners,
Thank you for the very generous Barnes and
Noble gift card! There is nothing better than
having a card to use buying books to read. I will
miss you all this summer but will enjoy my new
stash of books.
Margaret Roberts

Dear First Presbyterian Church Franklin,
By God’s grace, we provide
immediate and long term
resources to or neighbors in
need. In 2017, GraceWorks served over 8,000
Williamson County neighbors through Family
Support, Instructional Programs, Seasonal Needs,
and Hunger Prevention.
Your gift provided a cart full of food to a family
whose father recently lost his job. Your gift gave
hope to a mother because her water was turned
back on after being disconnected. Your gift
prevented hunger and provided weekend food
for students in need in our community. Most
importantly, your gift allowed us to share the
love of Christ. They thank you, and GraceWorks
thank you.
With your help, we can truly show that Grace
does in fact work!

Dear Children of FPC Franklin,
Last Sunday I visited your church with my
husband. We traveled a long way from our home
in Alabama to visit with our son, Parker. He
invited us to come to church with him, and I am
so glad he did! We enjoyed meeting some of you
and worshipping with your congregation very
much. We felt so welcome while spending time
with you in your church, and we thank you.
Thank you especially for the gift bag you
presented us. What a nice surprise, and how
thoughtful of you. It reminded me of the Bible
verse, Romans 15:7 “Welcome one another,
therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for
the Glory of God.” I hope we can visit again.
Thank you, and may God bless you all,
Mrs. Christy Sellers

Thank you so much to my wonderful church for
the prayers, calls and flowers I received during
my stay in the hospital and recovery.
God Bless You All,
Gloria Blount

Sincerely,
Cathy Wilkes, Donor Relations Associate
Dear WNL Friends,
It is hard to believe that Wednesday Night Live
has already finished another successful season.
Many thanks for the generous gift card to Barnes
& Noble that you gave to me. That will certainly
enhance my summer reading!
Thanks also to everyone who faithfully help and
support us every Wednesday in the kitchen.
Lucy Battle

Dear WNL Family,
Thank you so much for Rick Bragg’s new book
about his mother’s cooking and the gift card to
Barnes and Noble. We all will love reading about
her cooking style as it is similar to ours, “a little
of this, enough of that, you know how much to
put.”
We love you all,
Nancy Moody
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Baptism
We rejoice with Austin and Ayden Hawley, sons of Brett and
Caitlin Hawley, who were baptized on Sunday, April 22, 2018.
Austin, Ayden, Brett and Caitlin Hawley

Births

Leila Rayne Andrews

Cohen Wayne Andrews

Leila Rayne Andrews, daughter of Hannah and
David Andrews, granddaughter of Glenda and
David Andrews. Born on April 8, 2018.

Cohen Wayne Andrews, son of Hannah and David
Andrews, granddaughter of Glenda and David
Andrews. Born on April 8, 2018.

Wesley Trevor Shull, son of
Mary and Trevor Shull,
grandson of Bill and Shelly
Hughes, great grandson of
Marilyn Miller. Born on
April 13, 2018

Wesley Wei Herbert,
son of Will and Elain
Herbert, great grandson
of Marilyn Miller. Born
on April 14, 2018.
Wesley Wei Herbert

Wesley Trevor Shull

The First
Presbyterian
Church family
extends prayers
and sympathy to
the following
people and to
other members of
their family during
their time of loss.

Deaths
The family of Murray Wilhoite who
died on March 31, 2018.
The family of Mike Porter on the
death of his son, Kyle Porter who
died on April 17, 2018.

The family of Bill Hughes on the
death of his mother, Bettye Hughes
who died on April 21, 2018.

The family of Alex Quintana on the death
of his sister, Laura Quintana-Paduani who
died on April 20, 2018.
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May Birthdays
Jan Rhodes
Doug Ward
Emma Wilson
13
Janet Bowden
Cates Davis
Jennifer Story
Mickey Wilhoite
14
Jamie Bullock
Ruthie Moulton
15
Joyce Crutcher
Kellen Mitchell
Casey Pianta
Lexi Russell
Ed Wilson
16
Dean Crosswhite
Sierra Sponsel
17
Elise Lasseter
18
Becky Garner
Bella Lang
Catherine Mahurin
Linda Patrick
19
Kathleen Adgent
Joy Crunk

1
Sammy Tarkington
Todd Townsend
2
Gary Cole
Tim Kelly
David Miller
Jenevieve Pratt
3
Shelby Whiteside
4
Kim Bibb
Craig Schindley
J.R. Russell
Kim Whiteman
5
Rachel Bowling
Jack Busby
6
Melissa Downing
7
Cydney Breckenridge
Kathleen Maher
Ruth Osburn
Jana Roberts
12
Charlie Jones
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20
Jessica Lahey
21
Jamie Sevier
22
Barrett Dozier
Jaclyn Tarkington
23
Ron Kitchings
Sarah Lively
24
Ted Bechtel
Mark Osburn
25
Jenny Bittick
Pat DuPree
Bob Ligon
26
Margie Maher
27
Megan Hoeffler
Reid Smith
28
Lauren Lopacinski
29
Priscilla Duarte
Patti Kelly
30
Gary Brown
Peggy Reynolds
31
Austin Hawley
Nora Henderson

Please note: Birthdays are published weekly in Enews and monthly in the newsletter. If you would prefer not to be
listed, please email rgarner@fpcfranklin.org for the Enews and newsletter.

Church Financial Information
Stewardship and Finance would like to report to the congregation the following financial information.

Income
Fixed Expenses
Other Expenses
IncomeOver
(under) expenses

March
Actual
85,258.94
71,815.85
10,642.79
2,800.30

March
Budget
89,031.00
77,328.24
15,551.09
(3,848.33)

March - March
Actual
85,258.94
71,815.85
10,642.79
2,800.30

March - March
Budget
89,031.00
77,328.24
15,551.09
(3,848.33)
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May 2018 Daily Lectionary
Tuesday, May 1
Morning: Pss. 98; 146
Evening: Pss. 66; 116
Lev. 16:20–34
1 Thess. 5:1–11
Matt. 6:7–15
Wednesday, May 2
Morning: Pss. 99;
147:1–11
Evening: Pss. 9; 118
Lev. 19:1–18
1 Thess. 5:12–28
Matt. 6:19–24
Thursday, May 3
Morning: Pss. 47;
147:12–20
Evening: Pss. 68; 113
Lev. 19:26–37
2 Thess. 1:1–12
Matt. 6:25–34
Friday, May 4
Morning: Pss. 96; 148
Evening: Pss. 49; 138
Lev. 23:1–22
2 Thess. 2:1–17
Matt. 7:1–12
Saturday, May 5
Morning: Pss. 92; 149
Evening: Pss. 23; 114
Lev. 23:23–44
2 Thess. 3:1–18
Matt. 7:13–21
Sunday, May 6
6th Sunday of Easter
Morning: Pss. 93; 150
Evening: Pss. 136; 117
Lev. 25:1–17
James 1:2–8, 16–18
Luke 12:13–21
Monday, May 7
Morning: Pss. 97; 145
Evening: Pss. 124; 115
Lev. 25:35–55
Col. 1:9–14
Matt. 13:1–16
Tuesday, May 8
Morning: Pss. 98; 146
Evening: Pss. 66; 116
Lev. 26:1–20
1 Tim. 2:1–6
Matt. 13:18–23

Wednesday, May 9
Morning: Pss. 99;
147:1–11
Evening: Pss. 9; 118
Lev. 26:27–42
Eph. 1:1–10
Matt. 22:41–46

Thursday, May 17
Morning: Pss. 47;
147:12–20
Evening: Pss. 68; 113
Zech. 4:1–14
Eph. 4:17–32
Matt. 9:1–8

Thursday, May 10
Ascension of the Lord
Morning: Pss. 47;
147:12–20
Evening: Pss. 68; 113
Dan. 7:9–14
Heb. 2:5–18
Matt. 28:16–20

Friday, May 18
Morning: Pss. 96; 148
Evening: Pss. 49; 138
Jer. 31:27–34
Eph. 5:1–32
Matt. 9:9–17

Friday, May 11
Morning: Pss. 96; 148
Evening: Pss. 49; 138
1 Sam. 2:1–10
Eph. 2:1–10
Matt. 7:22–27
Saturday, May 12
Morning: Pss. 92; 149
Evening: Pss. 23; 114
Num. 11:16–17, 24–29
Eph. 2:11–22
Matt. 7:28–8:4
Sunday, May 13
7th Sunday of Easter
Morning: Pss. 93; 150
Evening: Pss. 136; 117
Exod. 3:1–12
Heb. 12:18–29
Luke 10:17–24
Monday, May 14
Morning: Pss. 97; 145
Evening: Pss. 124; 115
Josh. 1:1–9
Eph. 3:1–13
Matt. 8:5–17
Tuesday, May 15
Morning: Pss. 98; 146
Evening: Pss. 66; 116
1 Sam. 16:1–13a
Eph. 3:14–21
Matt. 8:18–27
Wednesday, May 16
Morning: Pss. 99;
147:1–11
Evening: Pss. 9; 118
Isa. 4:2–6
Eph. 4:1–16
Matt. 8:28–34
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Friday, May 25
Morning: Pss. 51; 148
Evening: Pss. 142; 65
Prov. 8:1–21
2 John 1–13
Matt. 12:1–14
Saturday, May 26
Morning: Pss. 104; 149
Evening: Pss. 138; 98
Prov. 8:22–36
3 John 1–15
Matt. 12:15–21

Saturday, May 19
Morning: Pss. 92; 149
Evening: Pss. 23; 114
Ezek. 36:22–27
Eph. 6:1–24
Matt. 9:18–26

Sunday, May 27
Trinity Sunday
Morning: Pss. 103; 150
Evening: Pss. 117; 139
Job 38:1–11; 42:1–5
Rev. 19:4–16
John 1:29–34

Sunday, May 20
Day of Pentecost
Morning: Pss. 104; 150
Evening: Pss. 29; 33
Deut. 16:9–12
Acts 4:18–21, 23–33
John 4:19–26

Monday, May 28
Morning: Pss. 135; 145
Evening: Pss. 97; 112
Prov. 10:1–12
1 Tim. 1:1–17
Matt. 12:22–32

Monday, May 21
Morning: Pss. 5; 145
Evening: Pss. 82; 29
Prov. 3:11–20
1 John 3:18—4:6
Matt. 11:1–6

Tuesday, May 29
Morning: Pss. 123; 146
Evening: Pss. 30; 86
Prov. 15:16–33
1 Tim. 1:18—2:15
Matt. 12:33–42

Tuesday, May 22
Morning: Pss. 42; 146
Evening: Pss. 102; 133
Prov. 4:1–27
1 John 4:7–21
Matt. 11:7–15

Wednesday, May 30
Morning: Pss. 15;
147:1–11
Evening: Pss. 48; 4
Prov. 17:1–20
1 Tim. 3:1–16
Matt. 12:43–50

Wednesday, May 23
Morning: Pss. 89:1–18;
147:1–11
Evening: Pss. 1; 33
Prov. 6:1–19
1 John 5:1–12
Matt. 11:16–24
Thursday, May 24
Morning: Pss. 97;
147:12–20
Evening: Pss. Ps. 16; 62
Prov. 7:1–27
1 John 5:13–21
Matt. 11:25–30

2 3

Thursday, May 31
Morning: Pss. 36;
147:12–20
Evening: Pss. 80; 27
Prov. 21:30—22:6
1 Tim. 4:1–16
Matt. 13:24–30

Office of Theology and Worship,
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.
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WE’RE ON THE WEB
WWW.FPCFRANKLIN.ORG

First Presbyterian Church
101 Legends Club Lane
Franklin, TN 37069
PHONE: (615) 794-5114
FAX: (615) 794-5188
PRESCHOOL: (615) 791-9061
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:45 A.M.
CHURCH STAFF
Chris Joiner, Pastor
Anne Keener, Pastoral Assistant
Michael Snoddy, Director of Music
Kim Joiner, Director of Christian Education
Janelle Brinker, Director of Youth Ministries
Cheri Lindsley, Preschool Director
Glenda Andrews, Office Administrator
Sarah Cochran, Accountant
Becky Garner, Administrative Assistant
Jerry Russell, Sexton
Tony Flemister, Sexton
Kate Lasseter, Nursery Coordinator
Kelly Oldham, Nursery Coordinator
Thomas D. Walker, Pastor Emeritus

Return Service Requested

Accountant's Corner
The online giving link on the
church website has been
updated and allows for more
giving options. You can set
up automatic recurring
contributions and view your
complete online giving
history. You may also make
one-time contributions for special events and
offerings. Simply visit the church website and click
on the “Giving” page. If you would prefer to have
the church accountant schedule your automatic bank
drafts or credit/debit card transactions, you may pick
up an Authorization Form from the church office or
print one from the website’s “Giving” page. If you
have any questions about the online giving process,
please contact Sarah Cochran at
scochran@fpcfranklin.org.

CLICK HERE to view the church calendar on our
website.

