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All Things Possible Milestone Celebration- May 21 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

How has the All Things Possible Capital Campaign impacted your family? 

Here is one family’s story: 

Our family first became connected to FPC Franklin in early 2016. In our first week visiting for Sunday 
service, we heard about the upcoming Second Saturday mission project (bagging sweet potatoes for the 
Society of St. Andrews) and loved the idea of a mission project where our whole family could participate and 
meet many new people in the church. As we became more involved and joined the church, we loved that the 
church was so involved in mission projects, both locally and in the world beyond FPC.  We have appreciated 
being introduced to so many great organizations, such as GraceWorks and OneGenAway. 

 FPC Franklin has given us so much as a family. Coming to Franklin in January 2016 and leaving our 
families and friends behind in Virginia was very difficult. It was the first time any of us had lived outside of 
the state of Virginia. But FPC felt like home immediately and has become the foundation for our faith, so 
many incredible friendships and was truly our path into feeling at home in this community. It has been 
wonderful for our kids as well. Emma and Jennifer are headed on a mission trip to Detroit with the high 
school youth this summer and all the kids love Sunday Night Summit, youth retreats and their Sunday School 
classes, where they have made so many new friends. We have been so blessed by the church and all that it 
has given us including mission opportunities, Growth Groups, Wednesday Night Live, and the learning and 
growth that takes place every Sunday. 

 FPC Franklin is a vibrant, growing church doing great work in the lives of its members, in the 
community, and in the world. As we joined and learned more about the All Things Possible Capital Campaign, 
it became clear how the campaign had enabled so much of this continued growth and renewed activity. We 
truly love this church and look forward to growing with our family here at FPC in the years to come. 

 - Brent, Jennifer, Emma, Elijah and Owen Sower 

                         May 21 

  9:00 a.m.  One Worship 

10:00 a.m. Celebration 

10:45 a.m. Sunday School Promotion 
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A Message from our Music Director, 

Michael Snoddy 

The Church’s Continuing Witness 
 

 
 

First United Methodist Church of Dallas has had a downtown presence at 1928 Ross Avenue since 

about 1924, the date when the current building was constructed.  Joining several other downtown 

congregations, including First Presbyterian Church, they continue to be a witness amid commerce 

and culture in the heart of the city.  
 

Early in the 1980’s the Dallas Museum of Art relocated from Fair Park to directly across the street 

from this building, often referred to because of its size as the “cathedral” of Methodism.  This change 

in the cityscape revitalized a somewhat neglected portion of downtown and continues to bring about 

many opportunities through its presence and through the creation of the city’s new Arts District.   
 

The museum has brought many wonderful works of art to the city of Dallas, including a temporary 

display of the French sculptor Auguste Rodin’s celebrated work, The Gates of Hell.   

 
 

Pictured above, Rodin’s sculpture was not just on display at the museum, it was on display outside of 

the museum and directly across from the Methodist’s building.  Perhaps you can imagine what an 

odd sort of juxtaposition it was seeing a depiction of Dante’s Inferno only feet from the front doors of 

the church.  This was the source of much discussion and comment, even as it was written that "The 

Gates of Hell is the gathering, in eventful motion, of the instincts, the fatalities, the desires, the des-

pairs, of everything that cries out and groans in man.” 
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Questions soon began to arise as to the “appropriateness” of such a work in such proximity to a church 

building.  “What do you think of the Gates of Hell being located across from the church?” was asked of 

the pastor.  To which he replied, “the gates of hell have always been across the street from the church.” 
 

We, as humans, it seems are easily “programmed” by cultural influences to accept one thing at the cost 

of another.  The “kingdom of God” as proclaimed by the Christ, was not something “out there” but ra-

ther was something brought within the gate, across the street, something to be shared with the whole 

world, even with those considered “inappropriate”.  Easter reminds us that all that “cries out and groans” 

in humankind finds it’s fulfillment in this man of Galilee, the ultimate example of divine love in and of-

ten not-so divine, Gates of Hell world.   
 

May our Easter celebration remind us that we are Easter people, part of the Jesus movement, called to 

go out to strive to make the world a better, a more just and more righteous place for all creation that God 

loves so much. 
 

Rodin’s work no longer occupies that space within the Dallas Arts District, but First United Methodist 

Church and her downtown colleagues, continue watching and waiting and witnessing, asking the ques-

tion, “Is it nothing to you, all ye who pass by?”  May we answer with a resounding “YES!”  The Lord is 

risen.  He is risen indeed! 

 

Michael  

The Gates of Hell became the defining project of Rodin's career and a key to understanding his artistic aims. 
During the thirty-seven-year period that the sculptor worked on the project he continually added, removed, or 
altered the more than two hundred human figures that appear on the doors. Some of his most famous works, like 
The Thinker, were originally conceived as part of The Gates and were only later removed, enlarged, and cast as 
independent pieces. Rodin's initial inspiration came from Inferno (Italian for "hell"), the first part of Italian poet 
Dante Alighieri's (1265–1324) epic poem The Divine Comedy. Rodin imagined the scenes described by Dante as 
a world with limitless space and a lack of gravitational pull. This allowed for ceaseless and radical 
experimentation by the artist, with figures that obey no rules in their poses or emotive gestures. In the end, the 
artist discarded the specific narratives of Dante's poem, and today The Gates is no longer a methodical 
representation of Inferno. Instead, the figures on the doors poignantly and heart-renderingly evoke universal 
human emotions, experiences, suffering, and contemplation.  



P a g e  4  T h e  F r a n k l i n  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

 
 

 

Musical Offerings  
 

 

 

Summer Music Opportunities 
The choir will be on its usual summer break beginning at the end of May and we would like to invite you to 

share your musical gifts with our very appreciative congregation.  For more information and details please 

see the Director of Music in the Music Office.  

 

Montreat Music & Worship Conference – June 25-30 
Join the music staff at Montreat this summer for Then Sings My Soul, the 2017 Montreat Montreat Music & 

Worship Conference.  Daily worship, workshops, classes, and rehearsals for all ages.  More information is 

available through the Music Office or online at www.PresbyMusic.org. 

 

Schedule Reminders 

 

Chancel/Chapel Choir 
April 25 (Easter II) – Alleluia, Natalie Sleeth 

April 30 (Easter III) – Day of Arising, Carl Schalk  

May 7 (Easter IV) – Feed My Lambs, arr. Tom Fettke 

May 14 (Easter V) – Awake, My Heart, Jane Marshall  

May 21 (Easter VI) – If Ye Love Me, Philip Wilby 

+ + + 

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service. 

 

Children’s Music Gathering Time – Each Sunday at 9:45 a.m. (Room 215) 

Carillon Adult Handbell Choir – Each Wednesday at 5:15 p.m. (Room 213) 

Chancel/Chapel Choir – Each Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. (Room 215) 
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   Summer Worship Sermon Series 

    And Adult Sunday School 
                          Resume’ and Eulogy: Character and the Christian Life 

“No one ever says on his or her death bed, ‘I wish I’d spent more time at the office.’” 

I’ve heard some variation on this theme all my life. It speaks of a desire deep in the human heart that our days have 

meaning and purpose beyond the measures of external success our culture often proposes.  

I’ve heard it all my life, but I don’t think I’ve ever heard it as clearly and with as much impact as when I heard David 

Brooks discuss “resume’ virtues” and “eulogy virtues.”  

Brooks is an opinion writer for the New York Times and a best-selling author. In the book The Road to Character, he 

focuses “on the deeper values that should inform our lives. Responding to what he calls the culture of the Big Me, 

which emphasizes external success, Brooks challenges us, and himself, to rebalance the scales between our ‘resume 

virtues’ – achieving wealth, fame, and status – and our ‘eulogy virtues,’ those that exist at the core of our being: 

kindness, bravery, honesty, or faithfulness, focusing on what kind of relationships we have formed” (summary from 

book jacket). 

I will preach a series of sermons this summer on themes from the book, bringing them into conversation with biblical 

texts that will help fill out these virtues for our own context as individuals and as a community of faith. On select 

Sundays, we will also continue the exploration and conversation in a Sunday school class that will dive more deeply 

into the book. 

I encourage everyone to get a copy of the book and read it alongside the biblical passages as we gather to worship 

and study together.  

June 18 –  Genesis 1:26-28; 2:4b-9, 21-25    August 6 -  1 Corinthians 13 

  Resume’ and Eulogy       True Love 

June 25 –  1 Corinthians 1:18-31     August 13 -  Ephesians 2:1-10 

  The Big Me and the Humble Path      Our Hearts and Restless... 

July 2 -  Mark 1:9-20      August 20 -  Job 38:1-7; 42:1- 6 

  The Summoned Self       Dizzying Freedom   

July 9 -   Psalm 51:1-12      August 27 - Mark 8:22-26 

  Sin and Misplaced Loyalty    

                     Character in the Age of the Selfie 

July 16 -  Luke 14:25-35 

  Struggle and the Gospel 

July 23-  Matthew 7:7-27 

  The Great-Souled Person 

August 27- Mark 8:22-26 

  Character in the Age of the Selfie 

Adult Sunday School 

Room 211 - 10:15 a.m. 

The Road to Character led by Pastor Chris 

May 28 

June 4, 18, 25 

July 2, 9, 23, 30 
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Inquirer Lunch - May 7 

 

  "Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has  
  welcomed you, for the glory of God." Romans 15:7 

  If you are looking for a church home or would simply like to 
  learn more about our community of faith at FPC Franklin, we 
  I invite you to join us on May 7 following the 11:00 worship 
  service for our Inquirer Lunch. We will get to know one 
  another over lunch and then Pastor Chris and other  
  members of the staff and congregation will share more 
  about how God is at work through the mission and  
  ministries of our congregation. Contact Anne Keener at 
  akeener@fpcfranklin.org or 615-794-5114 to reserve your 
  place at the table. Hope you will join us.  

 

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service. 

All Things Possible Milestone Celebration  

 May 21 

Come and see  

how lives have been changed 

in our congregation, our community,  

and our world 

through the  

All Things Possible Capital Campaign. 
 

Join us May 21, 10:00 a.m.  

between 9:00 a.m. worship and 10:45 a.m. 
Sunday school  

on our first day of worshiping together  

with one service  

for the  

All Things Possible Milestone Celebration. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=khscuh9ab.0.0.86vd4edab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fakeener%40fpcfranklin.org
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Narthex Enhancements  

Another welcomed addition to the narthex is the beautiful 
artwork that our own very talented Mike Moyers painted for the 
space. The title of the piece is Come to the Table and is Mike’s 
response to the Romans passage above the door.  
 

“Welcome one another just as Christ has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God.”   

– Romans 15:7 
 

The painting is beautiful on its own, but reading Mike’s reflections 
regarding his inspiration adds depth and meaning.  

Have you noticed the Scripture above the sanctuary doors?  This verse summarizes what we as a congregation do 
and why we do it. Over the last few years, we (with the help of the Outreach Committee) have enhanced our culture 
of hospitality at FPC.  The verse is a visual reminder of our call to welcome one another as Christ has welcomed us.   

When we ask new members why they want to join our faith 
community, the answer often includes how welcomed they 
felt. Hospitality is a way of being and is larger than our 
hospitality teams and staff. It is the role of each member in our 
community of faith, regardless of age, to welcome guests and 
members alike as Christ has welcomed us, for the glory of God.  

“This painting is a vision of God’s grace and serves as a reminder of how we are to be to each 
other. The painting depicts a peaceable, abundant table which has been prepared for all ages, 
genders, races, and abilities. Among the variety of food on the table, there are also sacramental 
symbols of bread, wine, and water. The figures are vague and rough around the edges because 
we come together as we are, with all our imperfections. Near the bottom, there is an empty place 
setting which is an open sign of grace for all people present, separated, departed, and yet to 
come.” 
 

Thank you, Mike, for sharing your gifts of creativity in art and words,  

for the glory of God.   

Come, all are welcome at the table. 



Growth Groups 

“I especially appreciated the fellowship.  As a new member, I enjoyed getting to know others 

in a small group setting.” 

“The discussions around each chapter really helped deepen my understanding and 

appreciation for each chapter. The conversations helped me consider how I could include 

some of the spiritual disciplines into my faith journey.” 

“I appreciated the variety of ages in our group and being received as an equal even though I 

am younger.” 

Fall Growth Groups will meet September through 

November.  Look for more information coming this 

summer.  We hope you will consider joining one of 

these life-giving groups.   

Here are photos from a few of our groups.  If you are curious 

about Growth Groups, take time to reach out to anyone in these 

photos and they would be happy to share their experience.  

Thank you to all who were part of a Growth Group, especially 

for our facilitators and those who opened their homes each 

week.  We experience the risen Christ in relationships, and 

Growth groups provide wonderful opportunities to deepen your 

relationship with others and with God. 

 

“The opportunity to pray together each week and know others 

are praying for you throughout the week is a gift.” 

The spring Growth Groups have been a gift to those who participated and for our church as a 

whole.  Here are some responses when asked what was meaningful about the Growth Group 

experience. 
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Session Restructure 

Our students learn in confirmation that Jesus is the head of the church.  They also learn that the session is the 
decision-making body for our congregation.  It is the session’s place to discern God’s mission for our community of 
faith and to lead us in living out our mission and purpose in our community and around the world.   

Since the early 1980s, our congregation has had a unicameral governing body, the Session. There have been and 
remain three classes of ruling elders, with each class comprised of 10 slots, or a total of 30 elders at a time 
comprising each year’s active session. 

As the Strategic Planning Team developed recommendations for the session, it looked at organizational trends as 
provided by our consultant, John Wimberly.  And, separately the team looked at other churches in the Middle 
Tennessee Presbytery to specifically see sizes of sessions. 

The Book of Order states:  

G-2.0404  Terms of Service 

Ruling elders and deacons shall be elected to serve terms of no more than three years on the session or board of 
deacons, and may be eligible for reelection according to congregational rule. However, no ruling elder or deacon 
shall be eligible to serve more than six consecutive years, and a ruling elder or deacon who has served six 
consecutive years shall be ineligible for election to the same board for at least one year. Election shall be to classes 
as nearly equal in number as possible, with the term of only one class ending each year.  

A session's size is not determined by church membership or church location; the session makes that determination 
and the congregation approves it.  It is not unusual for a session size to change through the years.  John Wimberly 
states he is seeing many more churches reduce the size of their governing bodies. 

When the Book of Order was revised some years ago, one of the underlying principles was to allow councils 
flexibility and dexterity especially in decision-making. What works in Chicago, Illinois may not work in Franklin, 
Tennessee. Sessions have learned that leaner groups are more nimble, able to make decisions and take actions 
more quickly.   

The session carefully considered the Strategic Planning Team's report and recommendations, including reducing 
the size of the session. The session is working hard to lead this growing church in a time where other churches are 
dwindling in size. The session concurred with the Strategic Planning Team that a reduced session can focus its 
efforts on the strategic vision and overall execution of the church’s mission. 

The session has called a congregational meeting for Sunday, May 14, to vote on its recommendation that the 
session size be reduced from 30 to 15 over three session classes.  

If you have further questions about this, please contact a member of the Strategic Planning Team. 

Ray Bowling, ray@raybowling.com 

Sarah Fox, sarahfox87@gmail.com 

Therese Howell, thehowell@aol.com 

Jessica Lahey, jessicapenland@hotmail.com 

Jim Petersen, noosite@gmail.com 

Jim Roberts, jimroberts45@comcast.net 

Rebecca Wilson, rebeccakwilson@me.com 

Chris Joiner, Staff Resource 

Anne Keener, Staff Resource 
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Associate Pastor  

Nominating Committee 

On April  9th the congregation elected the APNC. Thank you to Jennifer Godwin, Steve Lewis, Jessica Queen, Bruce 
Tarkington, and Fred Williams for serving on the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee. Please be in prayer for 
them as they begin their work.  Steve Lewis is the chair and Bruce Tarkington the secretary for the APNC. 

Jennifer Godwin 
Steve Lewis 

      Jessica Queen 

Bruce Tarkington 

Fred Williams 
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Capital Campaign Update 

As you walk through the church hallways and rooms, I invite you to look at the floors.  

Many of them were put down in 1994 when the church facility was built, or 1999 when 

an addition was added. Those floors have seen quite a bit of traffic over the years - 

children, youth, and adults going to class or youth group, studying scripture, eating and 

drinking - - year after year of well - worn discipleship.  As a result of the All Things Possible Capital Campaign, we 

are ready to put down new flooring in these spaces, flooring that will experience a new generation of traffic as we 

continue the work God gives us to do.   

This summer in the weeks following VBS new flooring and paint will be placed throughout the facility. This is Phase 

II of the campaign. In addition to the flooring and paint, a sound loop and sound system will be installed in Wilson 

Hall and Barr Conference Room, making those spaces and all that happens in them more accessible for those who 

need hearing assistance.  Thank you to everyone whose response to God’s grace makes this work possible. 

        - Pastor Chris 

 

Strategic Plan Presentation 

May 14 

8:30 and 11:00 Worship 

The Strategic Planning Team and the Session, alongside John Wimberly, our consultant, are excited to announce 

the Session approval of the plan and the formation of thirteen teams to implement the thirteen strategies of the 

plan that will inform our life together for the next 3 - 5 years of ministry and mission. This plan is the result of over 

a year of conversation, prayer, focus groups and surveys that engaged a large segment of our congregation. Join us 

May 14 in worship and be looking for an email soon containing the full presentation. 

The past year of holy conversations have given us the opportunity to hear the voice of God speaking to us of a hope 

and a future.  Thanks be to God, and I hope see you in worship May 14 to celebrate and respond. 

        - Pastor Chris 
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Easter April 16, 2017 

Easter was a joyous day of celebration at First Presbyterian 
Church.  Many began their day in the dark and joined us for the 
sunrise service.  The rain may have moved us inside, but we could see 
the darkness fading as the sky became brighter throughout the 
service. Thank you to our breakfast chefs, Duke Ellis, Chuck Cairatti, 
Bill Lewis, and Herp Napier for providing the food that encouraged all 
to stay and break bread together.   

Thank you to all who added fresh cut flowers to the cross.  It was joy 
to watch the cross change, grow, and become more colorful 
throughout the morning. What a wonderful visual for how our 
congregation grows from the gifts we each bring and offer in countless 
ways. Thank you to all our musicians for helping us rejoice and shout 
Alleluia through the music with the brass, timpani, handbells, organ, 
and voices.  During the sermon, we were reminded that we live our 
lives on the messy road, somewhere between fear and great joy.  And 
the good news of Easter is that’s where Jesus meets us…suddenly. 

May we continue to shout Alleluia as we journey through the Easter 
season.  
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FPC Easter Egg Hunt 

The FPC Annual Easter Egg Hunt took place on Saturday, April 15 at 11 a.m. Children 10 and under enjoyed 

games like the Bunny Hop, Fishing for Eggs, and Easter Egg Toss. We also had crafts and face painting. We even 

got a visit from the Easter Bunny! After enjoying some snacks, the children headed out to hunt Easter eggs. It 

was a fun filled morning at FPC! Special thanks to our wonderful youth volunteers that helped with face 

painting, games and hiding the Easter eggs!  
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Congratulations Graduates 

Congratulations to all our high school seniors. On April 2 we celebrated our high school seniors 
with a special lunch. They each were presented a Bible in worship filled with signatures from our 
congregation. Continue to be in prayer for them as they celebrate with graduation ceremonies 
and make plans for the next phase in the journey.  

Pictured left to right:  Andrew Parkes Grisham, Jr., Molly Louise Hoeffler, Ronald Wayne Kitchings 
 
Other graduating seniors were  Dylan Christopher Akers, Richard Franklin Hargis, III (Trey), Juliette 
Matthews Garst, Alexandra Rosa Belding Pulliam (Lexie), Sarah Ann Turri 
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Andrew Parkes Grisham, Jr. 

Alexandra Rosa Belding 

Pulliam (Lexie) 

Molly Louise Hoeffler 

Our Graduating Seniors 2017 

Sarah Ann Turri 

Ronald Wayne Kitchings 

Richard Franklin Hargis, III (Trey) 

Not pictured at this time: Dylan Christopher Akers; Juliette Matthews Garst 
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Congratulations 

 

We are proud of FPC youth Meryl Godwin, 

Allyson Lewis and Ellie Jones for being 

inducted into the National Junior Honors 

Society at Grassland Middle School.  So 

proud of their academic success and 

commitment to service! (Ellie not pictured).  

Meryl Godwin and Allyson Lewis 

Room In The Inn Season 

March 29, marked the last night of our Room In The Inn season. Every Wednesday night from November 2 until the last 

Wednesday in March, our congregation hosted 14 homeless individuals as our guests for the evening. For those 22 

Wednesdays, FPC provided a warm bed, dinner, breakfast, a bagged lunch, donated clothing, and some basic toiletry 

items. This year alone, 308 individuals stayed as guests. This simply could not have happened without many individuals 

volunteering their time and energy. A big thank you goes to everyone who helps make Room In The Inn such a successful 

mission at our church: 

* Everyone who helped make 308 beds and pack 308 lunches  

* 33 church members who spent the night as inn keepers 

*  A small core of 4 individuals who rode along on Wednesday nights to pick up and deliver our guests from the Room In 

The Inn Campus to FPC. 

* 8 bus drivers who shared the task of driving Wednesday nights and early Thursday mornings. 
 

Room In The Inn is a mission fueled and supported by all these volunteers and by our congregation's unwavering 

commitment to those around us who are struggling. Thus we answer the call from Matthew 25:35 "For I was hungry and 

you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me" 

Our Room In The Inn season is over, but RITI is open 365 days of the years providing a variety of service to those in need. 

Volunteers are always needed and welcomed. For more information visit their website roomintheinn.org.  

http://roomintheinn.org
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First Presbyterian Preschool 

 Endings and beginnings 

It is hard to believe the 2016-2017 preschool year is 

almost over.  An end-of-year celebration will be held in the 

sanctuary on May 12, complete with memories of growing and 

learning together: dance parties, fairy houses, making music, 

creating art, enjoying books, watching birds.  A year to celebrate.  

A year to remember.  

Summer camp will begin Tuesday, May 30.  Summer 

camp is 8 weeks of fun focused on connecting and building with 

art.  Once again Wednesdays will be Wacky Water Wednesday. 

Fun for all! 

Call Cheri Lindsley at 615-791-9061 for information on 

summer camp or to inquire about the 2017-2018 school year.  

First Presbyterian Preschool classes are for ages 2 - 5.  Children 

must be two years old by August 15, 2017, to enroll. Preschool 

hours are 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. with aftercare to 2:55 p.m.  

We’re on the Web at fpfpreschool.com. 
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Youth News 

  

 

We Belong to Each Other 
As most of you know, toward the end of March my husband Jared had a serious cardiac event that ended him up 

in the hospital for a week and a half, and turned our lives upside down. To say the least the month of April has 

been a blur for me. Each day just trying to find a little bit more rest, a little bit more peace, a little bit more 

normal. But in the blur of exhaustion and fear, one thing has been made very clear to me --we belong to each 

other. Jared and I have been overwhelmed by the love and support that this church family has shown us. When 

you came and brought us dinner, and looked us in the eyes, and told us if we needed anything just let you know, 

we heard you say, “you belong to us”. When you sent us cards, flowers, and gift cards, giving generously your 

resources and well wishes we heard  you say, “you belong to us.” When you hugged us at church and told us to 

be sure to go easy on ourselves, we heard you say it again, “you belong to us.” And all I can say is, thank you. 

Thank you for claiming us as your own. Thank you for living Christ’s call for us to love one another. Thank you for 

being a people who live from a place of abundance, giving generously of yourselves without fear of running out. 

To all of you, children, youth, adults, FPC congregation and staff, you are the beautiful body of Christ, and I am 

amazed and overwhelmed by the way you move. I am grateful to belong to you.   

          - Janelle 

          Director of Youth Ministries 

                 Jared and Janelle Brinker 
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Youth Car Wash: Saturday, May 13 

What do pollen, bug guts, and bird poo all have in 

common? They might just be stuck to your car this 

Spring! Don't forget to mark your calendars for the 

Youth Car Wash Sat. May 13 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

And as the youth  get your car squeaky clean, you will be 

supporting their summer mission trips. It's a win-win! So 

join us from 9:00 a.m-1:00 p.m. Sat. May 13, get your 

car washed and support the youth!   

Promotion Plunge: May 21, 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

On Sunday, May 21 all rising 7th graders through graduating seniors will meet at 3:00 p.m. to begin the plunge!  We 

will have games, a slip'n'slide, and dinner at 5:30 p.m.  Wear a swimsuit if you wish, bring a towel and bring a friend. 

We will dismiss at 6:00 p.m. See you there!  

Important Youth Dates:  

May 6: NaCoMe Play Day  

May 13: Youth Car Wash (9:00 a.m. -  1:00 p.m.)  

May 21: Promotion Plunge (3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.)  

June 19-22: VBS (youth volunteers needed!)  

June 25-July 1: High School Mission Trip  

 

July 9-14: Middle School Mission Trip  

July 23-29: High School Montreat  

August 6: Youth Mission Trip Presentation (Sunday 

School). 
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Living Waters for the World!  We are looking for four more people to take the CWU 101, 102 and 103 course 

in Oxford Mississippi, (two per course) we have three volunteers in place for each course and are looking for their 
partners!  If you are interested, contact Cathy McCall at mission@fpcfranklin.org.  

101 Workshop: focuses on providing you with the resources, tools and confidence needed to ensure successful 
partnerships and sustainable water systems.  Students will learn from instructors who are field-tested and able to 
share experiences learned from other mission teams. You will study real-life examples of a project life cycle and learn 
how to effectively use a variety of planning and assessment tools with your partner.  Additionally, you will learn how 
to involve your congregation or organization in supporting the project and celebrating success.  The workshop doesn't 
stop there. Also included are team building; project, travel and budget planning; tools to help your partner sustain 
their system via micro business development; effective partner communications; and the basics about how the water 
system works.  And, 101 students will learn ways to build leadership within your team, particularly with team 
members who have completed the 102 and 103 workshops. 

102 Workshop:  Question: How will people who have had little or no access to clean water know how to use it 
properly? Answer: YOU will teach them! CWU 102, the Health Education Track, will teach you how to teach your 
international partners about the health benefits of using clean water appropriately. The curriculum is very interactive 
and is engaging for adults and children alike. Scriptural stories about God's use of water are interwoven with activities 
and lessons about using clean water and washing hands. CWU 102 will prepare you to instruct your partners, and 
leave them with the materials and skills they will need to teach their own community, thus creating sustainable 
health education.   

103 Workshop:  Take a fully functioning clean water system and get hands-on experience with how it operates, how 
to maintain it and how to troubleshoot problems. Learn how to construct and disassemble the system including each 
component and major piece of equipment. Learn how to assess a site, perform water testing, and determine which 
LWW Clean Water System is appropriate for the site. By the end of the workshop, each participant will be able to 
pass on these skills and knowledge to their operating partners, so that they will be able to take ownership of the 
system.  

Upcoming Training Dates:  September 13-17 and October 18-22  

Hopewell Conference Training Center - Oxford, Mississippi 

T h e  F r a n k l i n  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

Missions 

mailto:mission@fpcfranklin.org
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Birdhouses for Sale 

The birdhouse build of 2016 and bird feeders this year has 
quickly became a favorite 2NDSAT of many of us!   

Thank you again to Michael Reimer, who created the template and guides 
us through the build each time. We have a few birdfeeders left! FPC 
Mission and our Mission Partner, My Friend’s House, will meet soon to 
collaborate and decide on a small house project, proceeds from feeders will 
help fund the project.  My Friend’s House has been at work on behalf of at-
risk boys since 1982. They are a nonprofit community-based organization 
that seeks to meet the service/support needs of the youth of Williamson 
County and Middle Tennessee referrals. Their focus is helping youth change 
negative behaviors, learn to make good choices and provide opportunities 
to grow and develop into responsible young adults. 

Birdhouse are $40 and are located in Wilson Hall. 

Mark your check payable to FPC and put birdhouse on the 
subject line. 

Annual Mission BBQ Dinner April 30 

Dinner 6:00 p.m. 

Speaker 6:30 p.m. Wilson Hall 

 

Mission BBQ Guest Speakers: Lisa Harris, team 
leader for FPC’s Lesvos Trip, and Director of Team 
Development at Servant Group International.   

Lisa will share her experiences working with and 
among refugees, locals and relief workers in both 
Greece and Iraq.  Also attending is Colleen Mc 
Garry, Communications Director for SGI, who serves 
in local ministry of English Classes and after school 
programs, and  our third guest is Nihad Ali, from 
Sulemaniah Iraq, who was a refugee for 
approximately 8 years in Pakistan before arriving in 
Nashville.  Nihad has served with SGI for 15 years 
ministering to Muslims and refugees in 
Nashville.  Mentoring is a wonderful way to connect 
with local Nashville families. Hear first hand how 
FPC men and women interested in using their 
mentoring skills can connect. 

Email: mission@fpcfranklin.org and let us know to 
save you a chair! 

mailto:mission@fpcfranklin.org


P a g e  2 4  T h e  F r a n k l i n  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

May 7, 2017 
4th Sunday of Easter 

 

Scripture:  Psalm 23 
 

Sermon:   Goodness and Mercy 
   

     Chris Joiner 
 

Liturgists: 
   8:30:  Duke Ellis 
 11:00:  Vicky Stiles 
 

Acolytes: 
   8:30: Julia Pianta 
 11:00: Acolyte Needed 
 
 

Hospitality Team 1: 
   8:30:  Fred and Sue Banner; Margaret, 
                   Phillip, Sanders and Shelby  
                   Whiteside; Paul, Rebecca, Hannah,    
                   Emma and Jacob Wilson 
 11:00:  Jenna Crunk; Kay Hartman; Tony, 
  Lauren, Claire and Kinley Inglis; 
  Dave Peacock; Cary, Robin and  
  Lexie Pulliam     
 

Children’s Worship: Story - The Good 
Shepherd and the Lord’s Supper (1) 
   8:30:  CW Leader; Emma Wilson  
 11:00:  Katie Oldham; Emma Sower 

May 14, 2017 
5th Sunday of Easter - Communion 

 

Scripture:  John 14:1-14 
 

Sermon:  The Way Forward 
   

             Chris Joiner 
 

Liturgists: 
   8:30:  Don Bittick 
 11:00:  Vicky Stiles 
    

Acolytes:     Water               Candles 
   8:30:   Rachel Bowling    Acolyte Needed 
 11:00:   Elijah Sower         Acolyte Needed 
 
 

Hospitality Team 2: 
 8:30:  Duke Ellis; Myers Parsons; Tim and 
            Leah Stein; Bruce and Betty Waterman; 
               Susan Williams     
  11:00:   J. Edward and Brenda Campbell; 
            Roberta Chamberlain; Mike and 
            Judy Darnell; Bruce, Jaclyn, Sammy, 
               and Joseph Tarkington  
 

Children’s Worship: Story - The Good 
Shepherd and the Lord’s Supper (II) 
   8:30:  Rhonda Moyers; Brian Keener  
    11:00:  Kim Joiner; Olivia Anderson   
 

 

Communion for Shut-ins: 
Elizabeth Stivers; Namaste Anderson  

 

Communion Preparation: 
Susan Oldham; Janet Frame  

 

Communion Clean-up:   
Pat and Rich Johnson  

May 21, 2017– 9:00 Worship 
6th Sunday of Easter 

All Things Possible Milestone Celebration 
 

Scripture:  Acts 17:22-31 
 

Sermon:  God is Not Far 
 

             Chris Joiner 
              
Liturgists: 
   9:00:  Bruce Jones 
 
Acolytes 
   9:00:  Acolyte Needed 
 

Hospitality Team  
   9:00:  Jennifer, Chris, Meryl, Brooks and 
  Hollis Godwin; Chris, Casey, Jack, 
  Julia and Samuel Pianta 
 
Children’s Worship: Story - Ascension       
9:00:  Karen Sartin; Nicole Reimer 

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service. 

May 28, 2017 - 9:00 Worship 
7th Sunday of Easter 

 

Scripture:  John 17:1-11 
 

Sermon:  One  
   

     Chris Joiner 
 

Liturgists: 
     9:00:  Elise Burns 
   
 

Acolytes 
 9:00:  Acolyte Needed 
 
Hospitality Team  
 9:00:  Jessica Queen, Chris, Julie, Spencer, 
            Ellie and Gracie Jones  
 
Children’s Worship: Story -  
     9:00: Kim Joiner 
 
 

Dear Pastor Chris and FPC: 
 
We at Habitat for Humanity 
Williamson – Maury would 
like to offer a heartfelt 
thank you for your recent 
contribution towards the 
2017 Spring Community 
Build, which we received on March 13. Your 
kindness and compassion is greatly appreciated. 
 
In 1 John 3:16-18, it reads, “If anyone has 
material possessions and sees his brother in 
need but has not pity on him, how can the love 
of God be in him? Dear children, let us not love in 
word or speech, but in truth and action.” Your 
desire to give shows that you take action to serve 
your “brother in need.” 
 
Your generous gift is vital to our success. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kim Randell, Director of Development 
Habitat for Humanity, Williamson - Maury 

Dear WNL Family, 
 

Thank you so much for the clever gift basket 
that included a lovely gift card. 
 

WNL has been and continues to be one of the 
great joys of my life.  Thanks for making it so. 
 

Love, Nancy Moody 
Thank you to all the WNL diners for a 
wonderful baskets of treats. I will plant the 
thyme and use it in cooking, enjoy the 
yummy mints and the wine and will 
certainly make good use of the generous 
Kroger gift card. Thank all of you for 
allowing me to cook with Nancy and Lucy 
on Wednesdays! 
 

Margaret Roberts 

Dear WNL Friends, 
Thanks so much for the generous gift card 
and gift basket. All of it will certainly be put to 
good use! It is our pleasure to once again help 
complete another successful year of 
Wednesday Night Live. Hope you have a great 
summer and see you in the kitchen in 
September! 
 

Blessings, Lucy Battle 

To My First Church, Franklin Friends: 

Thanks to all for the many prayers, calls, cards 
and well-wishes during my current health 
issues.  Have now begun to recover from the two 
surgeries and hope to return soon to some 
semblance of normal life.  Regret that I cannot 
contact each one individually, but doctor visits, 
family needs, graduation from college of one 
granddaughter and the wedding of another, not 
to mention three great-grands and two more due 
this year, time gets away. After much 
consideration and research, I have made the 
decision not to undergo the preventative chemo 
treatments which were recommended.  Though 
the cancer was confined to the uterus, doctors 
felt that because the Sarcoma cancer is the 
aggressive type, that would be a good 
plan.  Having first-hand knowledge of the 
possible side effects of such treatment, decided 
against spending the balance of this year with 
the medical profession.  My love and 
appreciation to all.  Please keep me in your 
prayers.  Hopefully I can visit sometime later this 
year.       Wanda Barr   



P a g e  2 5  

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service. 

   Deaths 

Stephen  Ministry 

 

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble”  

Psalm 46:1. 

 

God is present when you are feeling lonely or insecure.  So are our Stephen 
Ministers. If you or someone you know would benefit from a caring friend, call 
our Stephen Minister confidential telephone line at 615-746-7888 or email 
stephenministry@fpcfranklin.org. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to care for 
you. 

The First 
Presbyterian Church 
family extends 
prayers and 
sympathy to the 
following people 
and to other 
members of their 
family during their 
time of loss. 

The family of Dorothy Dobbs, 

who died on April 3. 

 

The family of  Ann Brown on the 

death of her sister, Carol Barnhill, 

who died on April 18. 

 

Dorothy Dobbs 

Nov.  16, 1924 - April 3, 2017 

Landscape Conservation Award 

On March 18, 2017, Jim Mahurin accepted the Landscape Conservation Award from 
Wild Ones Native Plants, Natural Landscapes Tennessee Valley Chapter on behalf of 
our congregation. The plaque reads:  

“Wild Ones recognizes and commends First Presbyterian Church, Franklin, Tennessee, 
for the promotion of environmentally sound landscape practices and the use of native 
plants within the church campus landscape, Franklin, Tennessee.” 

We received this in response to the Facility Committee with Jim Mahurin’s vision 
finding a creative way to decrease our landscaping costs a few years ago by planting native grasses in some of our open 
areas that previously had grass that needed to be mowed.  The native grasses not only saved us money, but they have 
also created rich soil in those areas.  Please join us in thanking Jim Mahurin for all the time and energy he has given to 
this project, and the ongoing tree planting as we work towards qualifying as a Certified Arboretum. 

mailto:stephenministry@
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 March 
Actual 

March 
Budget 

March - March 
Actual 

March - March 
Budget 

Income 77,189.54 80,217.00 77,189.54 80,217.00 

Fixed Expenses 67,290.69 65,929.62 67,290.69 65,929.62 

Other Expenses 13,196.49 15,895.66 13,196.49 15,895.66 

IncomeOver
(under) expenses 

 

(3,297.64) 

 

(1,608.28) 

 

(3,297.64) 

 
(1,608.28) 

Church Financial Information 

Stewardship and Finance would like to report to the congregation the following financial information.  

 1 

Sammy Tarkington 

Todd Townsend 

 2 

Gary Cole 

Tim Kelly 

 3 

Shelby Whiteside 

 4 

Kim Lewis 

J.R. Russell 

Kim Whiteman 

 5 

Rachel Bowling 

Jack Busby 

 6 

Melissa Downing 

 7 

Cydney Breckenridge 

Kathleen Maher 

Ruth Osburn 

 9 

Mary Shull 

 10 

Corinne Balthrop   

 12 

Charlie Jones 

Jan Rhodes 

Doug Ward 

Emma Wilson 

 13 

Janet Bowden 

Cates Davis 

Jennifer Story 

Mickey Wilhoite 

 14 

Jamie Bullock 

Ruthie Moulton 

 15 

Joyce Crutcher 

Kellen Mitchell 

Casey Pianta 

Lexi Russell 

Ed Wilson 

 16 

Dean Crosswhite 

Sierra Sponsel 

 17 

Elise Lasseter 

 18 

Matthew Cilimberg 

Becky Garner 

Catherine Mahurin 

Linda Patrick 

 19 

Katie Adgent 

Joy Crunk 

         20 

Jessica Lahey 

         21 

Jamie Sevier 

         22 

Barrett Dozier 

Janice Lewis 

Jaclyn Tarkington 

         23 

Ron Kitchings 

Sarah Lively 

         24 

Ted Bechtel 

Mark Osburn 

         25 

Jenny Bittick 

Pat DuPree 

Bob Ligon 

         26 

Margie Maher 

         27 

Megan Hoeffler 

Reid Smith 

         28 

Lauren Lopacinski 

         29 

Priscilla Duarte 

Patti Kelly 

         30 

Gary Brown 

Peggy Reynolds 

         31 

Austin Hawley 

Nora Henderson 

Please note:  Birthdays are published weekly in Enews and monthly in the newsletter.  If you would prefer not to be 

listed, please email rgarner@fpcfranklin.org for the Enews and  newsletter. 

May Birthdays 
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Monday, May 1  

Morning: Pss. 97; 145  

Evening: Pss. 124; 115 Dan. 4:19–

27 1 John 3:19–4:6 Luke 4:14–30   

Tuesday, May 2  

Morning: Pss. 98; 146 E 

Evening: Pss. 66; 116 Dan. 4:28–

37 1 John 4:7–21 Luke 4:31–37   

Wednesday, May 3 

Morning: Pss. 99; 147:1–11  

Evening: Pss. 9; 118 Dan. 5:1–12 

1 John 5:1–12 Luke 4:38–44   

Thursday, May 4  

Morning: Pss. 47; 147:12–20 

Evening: Pss. 68; 113 Dan. 5:13–

30 1 John 5:13–20 (21) Luke 5:1–

11   

Friday, May 5  

Morning: Pss. 96; 148  

Evening: Pss. 49; 138 Dan. 6:1–15 

2 John 1–13 Luke 5:12–26   

Saturday, May 6  

Morning: Pss. 92; 149  

Evening: Pss. 23; 114 Dan. 6:16–

28 3 John 1–15 Luke 5:27–39   

Sunday, May 7  

4th Sunday of Easter Morning: 

Pss. 93; 150 Evening: Pss. 136; 

117 Gen. 18:22–33  1 Peter 5:1–

11 Matt. 7:15–29   

Monday, May 8  

Morning: Pss. 97; 145  

Evening: Pss. 124; 115 Jer. 30:1–9  

Col. 1:1–14 Luke 6:1–11   

Tuesday, May 9  

Morning: Pss. 98; 146  

Evening: Pss. 66; 116 Jer. 30:10–

17 Col. 1:15–23 Luke 6:12–26   

Wednesday, May 10  

Morning: Pss. 99; 147:1–11 E 

Evening: Pss. 9; 118 Jer. 30:18–22  

Col. 1:24–2:7 Luke 6:27–38   

Thursday, May 11  

Morning: Pss. 47; 147:12–20 

Evening: Pss. 68; 113 Jer. 31:1–14 

Col. 2:8–23 Luke 6:39–49  

 

Friday, May 12 

Morning: Pss. 96; 148  

Evening: Pss. 49; 138 Jer. 31:15–

22  Col. 3:1–11 Luke 7:1–17   

Saturday, May 13   

Morning: Pss. 92; 149  

Evening: Pss. 23; 114 Jer. 31:23–

25  Col. 3:12–17 Luke 7:18–28 (29

–30) 31–35   

Sunday, May 14  

5th Sunday of Easter Morning: 

Pss. 93; 150  

Evening: Pss. 136; 117 Isa. 32:1–8  

2 Thess. 2:13–17 Matt. 7:7–14   

Monday, May 15  

Morning: Pss. 97; 145  

Evening: Pss. 124; 115 Jer. 32:1–

15  Col. 3:18–4:18 Luke 7:36–50   

Tuesday, May 16   

Morning: Pss. 98; 146  

Evening: Pss. 66; 116 Jer. 32:16–

25 Rom. 12:1–21 Luke 8:1–15   

Wednesday, May 17   

Morning: Pss. 99; 147:1–11  

Evening: Pss. 9; 118 Jer. 32:36–44  

Rom. 13:1–14 Luke 8:16–25   

Thursday, May 18  

Morning: Pss. 47; 147:12–20 

Evening: Pss. 68; 113 Jer. 33:1–13  

Rom. 14:1–12 Luke 8:26–39   

Friday, May 19  

Morning: Pss. 96; 148 

 Evening: Pss. 49; 138 Deut. 31:30

–32:14  Rom. 14:13–23 Luke 8:40

–56   

Saturday, May 20  

Morning: Pss. 92; 149  

Evening: Pss. 23; 114 Deut. 32:34

–41 (42) 43  Rom. 15:1–13 Luke 

9:1–17  

Sunday, May 21  

6th Sunday of Easter  

Morning: Pss. 93; 150  

Evening: Pss. 136; 117 Deut. 15:1

–11 1 Tim. 3:14―4:5 Matt. 13:24

–34a  

 

Monday, May 22  

Morning: Pss. 97; 145  

Evening: Pss. 124; 115 Deut. 8:1–

10  or Deut. 18:9–14 James 1:1–

15 Luke 9:18–27   

Tuesday, May 23  

Morning: Pss. 98; 146  

Evening: Pss. 66; 116 Deut. 8:11–

20 or Deut. 18:15–22 James 1:16–

27 Luke 11:1–13   

Wednesday, May 24  

Morning: Pss. 99; 147:1–11  

Evening: Pss. 9; 118 Deut. 19:1–7  

James 5:13–18 Luke 12:22–31   

Thursday, May 25  

Ascension of the Lord  

Morning: Pss. 47; 147:12–20  

Evening: Pss. 68; 113 Ezek. 1:1–

14, 24–28b  Heb. 2:5–18 Matt. 

28:16–20   

Friday, May 26  

Morning: Pss. 96; 148  

Evening: Pss. 49; 138 Ezek. 1:28–

3:3  Heb. 4:14–5:6 Luke 9:28–36   

Saturday, May 27 

Morning: Pss. 92; 149  

Evening: Pss. 23; 114 Ezek. 3:4–17 

Heb. 5:7–14 Luke 9:37–50   

Sunday, May 28  

7th Sunday of Easter 

Morning: Pss. 93; 150 Evening: 

Pss. 136; 117 Ezek. 3:16–27  Eph. 

2:1–10 Matt. 10:24–33, 40–42  

Monday, May 29 

Morning: Pss. 97; 145  

Evening: Pss. 124; 115 Ezek. 4:1–

17  Heb. 6:1–12 Luke 9:51–62   

Tuesday, May 30  

Morning: Pss. 98; 146  

Evening: Pss. 66; 116 Ezek. 7:10–

15, 23b–27  Heb. 6:13–20 Luke 

10:1–17   

Wednesday, May 31   

Morning: Pss. 99; 147:1–11  

Evening: Pss. 9; 118 Ezek. 11:14–

25  Heb. 7:1–17 Luke 10:17–24    

Office of Theology and Worship, 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A. 



WE’RE ON THE WEB 

WWW.FPCFRANKLIN.ORG 

First Presbyterian Church 
 101 Legends Club Lane 
 Franklin, TN   37069 
 
 
 
 
   Return Service Requested 

PHONE:  (615) 794-5114     

FAX:  (615) 794-5188 

PRESCHOOL:  (615) 791-9061 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP:  8:30 & 11:00 A.M. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:45 A.M. 
 

CHURCH  STAFF 

Chris Joiner, Pastor 

Anne Keener, Pastoral Assistant 

Michael Snoddy, Director of Music 

Kim Joiner, Director of Christian Education 

Janelle Brinker, Director of Youth Ministries 

Cheri Lindsley, Preschool Director 

Glenda Andrews, Office Administrator 

Sarah Cochran,  Accountant 

Becky Garner, Administrative Assistant 

Jerry Russell, Sexton 

Peter Riek, Assistant Sexton 

Kate Lasseter, Nursery Coordinator 

Kelly Oldham, Nursery Coordinator 

Thomas D. Walker, Pastor Emeritus 

Accountant's Corner 

Sarah will be available in the church office on Monday 9-2, Wednesdays 9-2, and Thursday 9-2. 

CLICK HERE  to view the church calendar on our 

website.   

  

http://pine.nowsprouting.com/firstpresbyterianchurch30/#/whats-going-on/calendar//fpcsbs01/usershares/stornow/Copy of My Pictures

