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Meet Our Director of Mission and Outreach 

Mary Sellers Shaw 
The session voted Sunday afternoon enthusiastically and unanimously to hire Mary 

Sellers Shaw to the position of Director of Mission and Outreach. The Associate 

Pastor Nominating Committee recommended Mary Sellers to the session as the 

person they believe God is calling to join us in the journey of faith. 
 

Mary Sellers is a graduate of the University of Alabama with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Communication and Information Sciences, with a double-major in Communication Studies and Interdisciplinary 
Studies-Civic Engagement, and a minor in Spanish and Creative Writing. While at the University of Alabama, she 
was involved in a leadership capacity with UKirk, the Presbyterian student group on campus, and went with them 
on a mission trip to Haiti. She was also a recognized leader at the university, receiving awards like the Morris 
Lehman Mayer Award - University of Alabama Premier Award, which is given to one graduating senior for selfless 
and significant service and leadership in the school community, making significant contributions to student life, 
and integrity. Among her many leadership experiences at the university, she taught an honors college seminar, 
entitled, “The Stand: How Do We Use Our History to Build an Inclusive Community for the Future?” 

Mary Sellers graduated in May of this year from Vanderbilt University Divinity School with a Masters of Divinity 
degree. While at Vanderbilt, she served as a Student Intern at First Presbyterian Church in Nashville, where she 
engaged in a broad array of ministry activities and developed new initiatives, including organizing church-wide 
Lenten small groups, producing a congregational survey to gauge community needs, served on a team to plan a 
series on race relations, and taught a Wednesday night class series on Ecclesiastes 3. She also participated in the 
Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) program of the Presbyterian Church (USA), working for one year with Room In The 
Inn, where, among other things, she developed and taught a number of classes and engaged in ministries to and 
with the homeless population of Nashville. 

Mary Sellers said to our committee that her “hope for the church…is that when one walks through the door, 
whether they have been a member for years or are coming for the first time, they feel an overwhelming sense of 
welcome and belonging. I believe the Church extends far beyond the congregation or building, and this is an 
important part of my call. I am called to find ways to build community, both inside and outside the church. I 
believe the Church has the unique opportunity to make real, lasting change in our society and that it is our call to 
be actively engaged in the community we are part of.”  

As you can see, Mary Sellers Shaw is uniquely gifted and experienced to lead our congregation’s ministries of 
mission and outreach alongside our church leaders, and to help us move into the future God has planned for us. 
She also has abundant gifts for the other areas of pastoral care, worship leadership, preaching, and organization 
she will be called to do.   
Mary Sellers’s first day with us will be August 13. She is eligible for ordination to the Ministry of Word and 
Sacrament in February of 2019, and we look forward to engaging the call process at that time for her to become 
Associate Pastor for Mission and Outreach.     
  - Associate Pastor Nominating Committee: Jennifer Godwin, Steve Lewis (Chair), Jessica Queen, Bruce Tarkington,  
      Fred Williams 
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News from Pastor Chris 

The Fruits of Generosity 

All generosity begins in the heart of God, by the grace of God. Generosity is one of the 

fruits of the Spirit, nestled right in the middle of all the things that yield from good soil: 

“love, joy, peace, patience, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.” 
 

 

 

Our mission is simple in its wording, yet profound in its implications: “Responding to God’s grace through 

worship, study, and service.” This response to God’s grace yields generous spirits.  
 
 

I am amazed daily by the generosity of this congregation, and by the wondrous fruit it produces: the 

dedication of those who lead our children, youth, and adults to a deeper awareness of God’s grace in 

their lives through study; the joyful yielding in worship of so many who enable all of us to lift our voices 

in praise, whether extending hospitality at the door, or preparing Communion, or calling us to worship by 

pouring the water into the font; the burgeoning mission of this congregation, whether in Lesvos, Greece, 

or Washington, D.C., or down the street – a mission that recognizes we minister among equals and seeks 

to befriend those we serve and receive their friendship and service in return. So much fruit. 
 
 

This fruit results in transformed lives. I lose track of the number of people who find ways to tell me how 

this community of faith impacts their lives. The church is there for them when they are sick. The church 

laughs with those who laugh and weeps with those who weep. The church brings flowers and food, 

which represent much more than flowers and food, but the love of God and the love of this faith 

community. The church comforts when we are dismayed and challenges when we are complacent. 

Above all, in response to God’s grace, the church reflects the generous heart of God, the compassion of 

God, the justice of God, the forgiveness of God. In the presence of this grace, transformation happens. 

So much fruit. 
 

The fruit can also take very concrete forms. Sunday when you arrive at this facility, you will be driving on 

a newly-paved parking lot. That project is one of the last ones in our three-year capital campaign, All 

Things Possible. When this campaign was born in the prayer and discernment of the session years ago, 

the paved parking lot seemed a long way away. We knew if we saw it completed, that would mean so 

many other things had already happened, all signs of God’s grace. And they have. So much fruit. 
 

We realized the dream of calling a full-time Director of Youth Ministries, and this week Linzi Anderson is 

in Washington, DC living and working with our youth with her generous and engaging spirit. So much 

fruit. 
 

And, as you see on the front page of this newsletter, we are about to realize our dream, born out of the 

center of the capital campaign, of an Associate Pastor for Mission and Outreach, someone to help lead 

these vibrant and growing areas of our congregation’s ministry. So much fruit. 
 

As I take a step back and look at the totality of what God is doing here, I am overcome with gratitude for 

your generosity, which I know comes from your own grateful hearts, your own response to God’s grace. 
 

I am grateful to serve among you. May our fruit continue to increase, to the glory of God. 

        Peace, Pastor Chris 
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Photography appointment signups are now open! Click on the link below to sign up today. 

Our church family continues to grow, in numbers and as individuals.  All it takes is to look at a family 

photo in the directory and then see that same family at church. Some children are now taller than their 

parents, others are now young adults, and then we have babies who weren’t born in August 2015 when 

the last directory was created.  

We are excited to create our new Family Album (aka pictorial directory) and hope each family will make 

it a priority to get their photo taken in August.  Barbara Roos has graciously agreed to chair the Directory 

Team, and when asked why she agreed to respond to God’s grace in this way, she said,  

“Two years ago my husband and I moved to Tennessee from Pittsburgh.  We came to FPC and 

immediately loved the church.  We joined the choir and initially used the pictorial directory to get 

to know the members of the choir. Then, one of the joys of being in the choir is getting to look out 

on the congregation, so we also used it to put names to the faces we would see each Sunday.  We 

continue to use the directory to get to know people from Growth Groups and other ministries of 

the church. It is a sign of hospitality.” 

How to schedule your appointment: 

• Click here to go directly to the Lifetouch website. 

• Simply follow the directions to select the # of people, date, 

and time. Then enter family  details so we can send a 

reminder. 

• You may also sign up in the narthex each Sunday or call 

Barbara Roos directly if you are not able to utilize the 

online signups. 

Photography dates: 

• August 8-10 from 2pm-9pm 

• August 11 from 10am-5pm 

• August 22-24 from 2pm-9pm 

• August 25 from 10am-5pm 

**We would love to fill up the August 8-11 dates first, so please choose one of those dates if possible.** 

Remember, there is no expectation to purchase photos, and each family receives a free 8x10 simply for 

being in the directory.  Contact Barbara Roos at 931-451-5319 or barbara427@gmail.com with any 

questions.  

In order to make our Family Album complete, we need YOU in it! 

Pictorial Directory 

https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/ydds20ey/
mailto:barbara427@gmail.com
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Welcome Our New Members 

 

When we married and moved to Franklin nearly 30 years ago, our 
top priority was to find a church home.  We both grew up in 
Christian homes and learned from our parents at an early age that 
the more you give of yourselves the more you receive in blessings.  
Our greatest joy came from helping our neighbors.   

After visiting churches in Franklin and Nashville, we felt most 
welcomed by the family of First Presbyterian Church in downtown 
Franklin.  Through the years we each have been given the 
opportunity to serve in many ministries of this congregation.  As a 

result, we have grown in our faith as we work, study and play alongside our fellow members. And, we have 
been blessed with an abundance of friends in our church family. 

Why do we make giving of our resources to the church a priority?  For us it is simple.  We give in response to 
God’s love and grace.   

      - Ron & Doris Tapscott 

A special welcome to Fran Carpenter and Katie, Randy, Lee, Francie, and DJ Gottlieb. On Sunday, June 3, they 

met with session and united with our congregation. We are delighted to have them as part of our faith 

community and to be part of their faith journey. Please find an opportunity to introduce yourself and 

welcome them.  
 
 

Fran Carpenter has been in the Franklin/Nashville area for many years 

but just discovered FPC Franklin this spring. She saw the street 

banner about our Maundy Thursday Service and decided to join 

us.  She enjoyed both the fellowship around the table that night and 

the worship.  Fran shared that FPC has the feel of a much smaller 

congregation with how welcoming everyone has been to her. She was 

invited to eat with others one of her first Sundays and appreciated 

people remembering her after attending only once. We are glad she 

feels God is calling her to be part of our community of faith.  Fran Carpenter 

Katie, Randy, Lee, Francie and DJ Gottlieb 

Katie, Randy, Lee, Francie, and DJ Gottlieb moved to Franklin this 

spring from Arkansas.  Katie grew up in the PC(USA), and they 

were good friends with Dan and Amy Demania, who were 

members at FPC Franklin before moving to Arkansas. With those 

connections, they knew FPC Franklin might become their church 

home before even worshiping with us. They have already gotten 

involved in the life of the church through Sunday School, SNS, 

2NDSAT, and VBS.  We give thanks to God for bringing them to 

our community.  
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RideShare Ministry– Ready to Launch 

READY! 

RideShare is our name for the Transportation Ministry idea that one of the strategy teams worked on last 

year.  The team felt an easily-remembered name would help awareness.  Since this ministry involves sharing 

God’s love through sharing rides to church with members who need them, the strategy team suggested 

RideShare as a good option, and the Congregational Care Committee agreed.   

SET! 

Mark July 8 as the first day to request your ride to worship or Sunday school. To assure that we have time to 

match you with a driver, please make your request by noon on Friday. Additionally, we will have forms in the 

church office for requesting a ride or for volunteering to share a ride. We currently have several members 

who have responded to the call to provide a ride, but we still need more drivers to assure that we will be 

able to fill every request.   

GO! 

• If you would like a ride to church, please make your request. 

• If you know someone who would like to have a ride to church, talk to them and make sure they know 

about this new ministry. 

• If you would like to share God’s love by sharing a ride to church with someone who needs a ride, please 

let us know. 

• Contact our RideShare Ministry by: 

 emailing rideshare@fpcfranklin.org or  

 calling Jane Herron (615-579-7466) or Pat Johnson (615-430-7218) 

 

RideShare

Ministry

mailto:rideshare@fpcfranklin.org
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Growth Groups 

Curiosity is essential to growth. 
  

A little curiosity moves us deeper into the lives of the people around us. 

   

A little curiosity leads to opportunities we never knew existed.  
  

A little curiosity helps us understand our own strange emotions. 
  

A little curiosity, if focused on Jesus, will make us more like him. 

 

We continue to use a variety of resources for our Growth Groups, and this fall we will read Becoming 

Curious, by Casey Tygrett. Here are some comments about the book: 

 “Five words came to mind while I read this book, and each term stuck with me the entire book: 

 fresh, suggestive, reflective, penetrating, and lasting… Each chapter is question-based enough to 

 open up suggestions that led me constantly to reflection.”  

 “Be prepared to be encouraged, challenged, and strengthened.” 

 “This book will help open us to new ways of knowing God and knowing ourselves as well.” 

We invite everyone to walk this journey of curiosity with us. We all long for a sense of connection and 

belonging. Growth Groups create opportunities to foster authentic relationships through community, study, 

and prayer.  Growth Groups meet weekly in member’s homes or at church, and fall groups will meet the 

week of September 9 through the week of November 11.  Becoming Curious books will be available for 

purchase in August when group signups begin.  

After the first season of Growth Groups, we asked each group to share what the experience meant to them.   

This is what one group shared: 

Growing in faith and prayer 

Reflecting on Christ’s presence in our lives 

Opening our hearts and minds 

Wondering together and 

Thoughtfully sharing in  

Hospitality and true fellowship 

In the words of one member, “Growth Groups allowed me to make deep connections with others I may not 

have met otherwise, and the readings, discussions, and prayer deepened my faith.” We invite you to 

prayerfully consider joining a group this fall.  
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FPC Summer Preschool 

Children value real work.  Real work uses muscles and brain 

power.  Real work makes a difference, and children 

experience intrinsic pride in participating.  Summer Camp 

kids have helped clean out the labyrinth on the playscape, 

separating rock from mulch.  They helped remove old wood 

pieces and are sanding rough edges off new wooden 

stumps.  This work has happened over several weeks, and 

while some children were hesitant at first to work instead 

of play, they now take pride in pointing out the 

improvements to parents and visitors alike.    

This anecdotal evidence confirms what research shows – 

children benefit from chores and other real work, and 

children experience busy-work as a lack of respect just as 

adults do.  At First Presbyterian Preschool (and Summer 

Camp), we value who children are and what they are 

capable of achieving.   

First Presbyterian Church Preschool 

Cheri Lindsley, Director 

 

Contact: www.fpfpreschool.com 
 

mailto:www.fpfpreschool.com
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Mission 

 

June 2NDSAT was a hot morning,  

but a rewarding success!   
We are excited about our newest work in our 2NDSAT line up, yet want to let 

everyone know that it is right across the street and individuals can help out in this 

incredible endeavor year round. Especially during the growing season, extra hands are needed!   Sarah McGinley 

from the Giving Garden shared ..."What an amazing crew we had harvesting squash, zucchini, broccoli and 

radishes!  We were joined by David Boyette from First Presbyterian Church. He and other volunteers work at a 

different mission outside of their church on the second Saturday of every month. We were delighted to welcome 

them to the Giving Garden. We were so thankful to have David, Jane Herron, Sue Banner and Anne Keener join us 

in harvesting this morning….many from FUMC go regularly to the Farmer's Market to collect their leftover 

produce and take the produce to Ebeneezer UMC in the Nations neighborhood”.  A final word for all our FPC 

family who love to work in gardens….This garden is worked daily from 7:30 a.m. to noon, Monday through 

Saturday.  

•       Anyone can go anytime to help with the garden. 

•       FUMC will provide tools and gloves, but please bring your own gardening tools if desired. 

 

Looking for a fun, quick and easy summertime mission 

opportunity?  

Take the plunge and volunteer to drive a Meals On 

Wheels route with a friend or with your children or 

grandchildren. One-time volunteers are welcome!   

Each of the routes takes only about one hour from 

start to finish…11:00-noonish and you still have a long 

lazy summer day ahead of you!    

Contact:  mission@fpcfranklin.org  and we will get you connected!  Perhaps you are 

more of a kitchen person?  There are two wonderful apprenticeship opportunities with 

two saints of the Meals On Wheels kitchen!  Learn salad making with Louise Colln or 

learn how the whole operation is run with Duke Ellis.  Both Duke and Louise are there 

every first Monday, Wednesday and Friday of the month but occasionally need to have a 

day off.  Be ready to carry on for them by spending just a bit of time learning their crafts 

and through doing so, Duke will help you find other ways to assist the kitchen staff.   

Meals On Wheels serves over 100 people a hot meal, lovingly cooked and delivered.   

Mark the Connection Card to connect, or talk with Duke or Louise directly. Meals On Wheels summertime 

dates:  7/02, 7/06, 7/30, 8/01, 8/03. 

Meals On Wheels 

The People have spoken.  Share the Table is in Wilson Hall once again this summer.  The Fathers Day table was filled 

with various baked goods, fresh garden items, canned jams, and a few knickknacks found on vacations. There is no 

end to the possibilities!  No need to “sign up,” just bring offerings to the table on any given Sunday, now through 

Labor Day, and SHOP EVERY Sunday!  Thank you Duke Ellis for managing this yearly mission effort that is so 

enjoyable for us and which benefits GraceWorks Ministries. 

Share The Table 

mailto:mission@fpcfranklin.org
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Did you know?  
FPC’s Cents Ability Pew Card Offerings all go directly to Meals On Wheels 

Franklin. Bring your extra change weekly to aid and support this wonderful 

year round mission! 

Mission work in Lesvos, Greece  
Jenna Crunk returned from a week of working with and for the refugees and 

migrants in the midst of their lives and journeys in Lesvos, working at Camp 

Moria.  She was part of a team of eight, led by FPC friend Jill Kalinski with Servant 

Group International.  When you see her, ask her about this week of service and how 

you can be more involved in this ongoing need. 

                Lesvos, Greece.  Why do we go?   
"A total of 11,278 refugees and migrants arrived in Greece by sea in the 

first five months of 2018, according to data released by the UN Refugee 

Agency (UNHCR). More than half of arrivals are women and children, while 

38 percent are men.  The UNHCR report highlights the fact that over one-

third of arrivals in 2018 are children. Of those, 7 out of 10 are below the 

age of 12. Additionally, 10 percent of all children were registered upon 

arrival as unaccompanied or separated, mainly from Syria and Afghanistan.  Arrivals in May 2018, at 2,916 

decreased in comparison to April, when 3,032 people arrived on the islands. Arrivals during the first five 

months of 2018 are 55 percent higher than those of 2017.  Lesvos, Samos and the Dodecanese islands 

received 88 percent of all new arrivals, during the first five months of 2018.”  

We go to give our eyes and ears time to absorb the story and to share here at home, along with our hands 

and feet to do myriad forms of help and support to the refugees and migrants, and for the local people 

whose homes and economy are so strained.  We go to offer what we can and to keep our eyes and hearts 

open and eager to support the many in the world who are displaced and struggling. 

July 14th 2NDSAT 9 a.m. @ FPC/Mission Partner:   

Society of St. Andrew Green Bean Sorting/Bagging 

A team of FPC ‘truckers’  make the drive the day before to pick up donated beans (4000 pounds or more) 

from Crossville TN farmer, Chris Hughes.  We are always looking for more truck drivers as we can get as 

many beans as we have trucks …Potential truckers should email:  mission@fpcfranklin.org for more 

information.  Beans are a hard crop to plan for due to potential rainy weather and their short shelf life if 

they get wet.  Should rainy weather occur we try to replace with a different crop if possible.  FPC is 

grateful to be able to divert many beans from the landfill to local food support agencies. 

mailto:mission@fpcfranklin.org
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Evenings with A.J.  
 The Old Testament in the New 

Dr. Amy-Jill Levine 
Wednesdays August 15, 22, & 29   

6:00 p.m. Summer Box Supper in Wilson Hall  

6:45 p.m. Lecture Series in Barr Conf. Room 211 
 

Lectures, Supper and Childcare at no charge 

with Registration  

Amy-Jill Levine (Ph.D. Duke) is University Professor of New Testament and Jewish Studies and Mary Jane 

Werthan Professor of Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt Divinity School and College of Arts and Science.    

         She is also Affiliated Professor, Woolf Institute: Centre for the Study of Jewish-Christian Relations at       

Cambridge University. 

Some of her most recent books and upcoming works include:   

• The Misunderstood Jew: The Church and the Scandal of the Jewish Jesus 

• The Meaning of the Bible: What the Jewish Scriptures and the Christian Old Testament Can Teach Us  

• Short Stories by Jesus: The Enigmatic Parables of a Controversial Rabbi 

• She has also just written, with noted children’s book author Sandy Eisenberg Sasso, Who Counts? 100 

Sheep, Ten Coins, and Two Sons (a volume on the parables of Luke 15, designed for children) 

• Dr. Levine will have a new study available in December entitled Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Begin-

ner’s Guide to Holy Week  and available for pre-order for March 2019 is Jesus for Atheists: Why He Still 

Matters on Our Secular World 

https://public.serviceu.com/RegistrationForm/10125169-411944663/?OrgKey=a3bbca4e-c61e-4c6f-9bbf-1c494108869a
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Christian Education Events … Everyone is invited!  

July 1— July 29 / 10:15-11:00 am  

Children: PreK – 6th grade/Feasting on the Word/Room 210/various leaders 

Youth: 7th – 12th grade/ Feasting on the Word/Room 120/various leaders 

Adults:  
Red-Letter Christian: A Summer Pilgrimage for Adults/ Room 211 Barr Conf./Led by Chris and Kim Joiner  

Reading chapters from Jesus: A Pilgrimage by James Martin 
July 1 – John 6:16-21 – “It Is I; Do Not Be Afraid” – Chapter 13  
July 8 – Luke 8:26-39 – “Declare How Much God Has Done for You” – Chapter 14  
July 15 – Matthew 14:13-21 – “You Give Them Something to Eat” – Chapter 15  
July 22 – John 5:1-18 – “My Father is Still Working, and I Also Am Working” – Chapter 16  
July 29 – Mark 10:46-52 – “Your Faith has Made You Well” – Chapter 17 

The Bible Class/ Room 207/ Led by Hugh DuPree  

Christian Faith and Life/ Room 201 Adult Library/Led by Missy Kitchings  

August 5, 12, & 19 – Festival of God’s Gifts /Multigenerational/Various Rooms/9:45 am  

Gifts, talents, hobbies will be shared by our members and guests of all ages! What gifts will you share?     

Contact Kim with your ideas or offerings. kjoiner@fpcfranklin.org  

August 26—Youth Mission and Montreat Presentation/Multigenerational/Rm 211/9:45 am 

September 2 – Sunday LIFT: Living in Faith Together/ Wilson Hall/9:45 am 

Books! Books! Books! - Multigenerational in Wilson Hall for our last summer Sunday school gathering. 

September 9 – Rally Day/Sanctuary/9:45 am 

The new Sunday school year begins! Come hear about all the offerings for adult, youth and children. 

Every Sunday: A Nursery is available for infants – 3-year-olds downstairs in Room 111 

Mom’s Book Club on Thursday, July 26, 7:00 p.m.  

Each month a group of moms meet for fellowship and a book discussion in someone’s home. Some are 

moms to toddlers and some are empty nesters, but we all share the bond of motherhood and enjoy a night 

out!  Come join us.  

July 26:  A Year of Biblical Womanhood  by Rachel Held Evans  

We will meet at the home of Ashley Bellamy.  

Email kjoiner@fpcfranklin.org to get the details.  

mailto:kjoiner@fpcfranklin.org
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Thank you to all 

who came to 

roll down the 

river at FPC’s 

VBS!!!!  

Monday our Rafters learned to find acceptance 

on the river with help from Mary and Martha.  

Luke 10:38-42 

Tuesday Rafters experienced joy on the 

river while learning about Jesus walking 

with Zacchaeus.  

Luke 19:1-10 
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Wednesday we rafted to rest! Jesus taught 

us how to share a special meal.  

Luke 22:14-20 

 

VBS at FPC was a fun filled week for 

Rafters and volunteers! Thank you to all 

those who helped out! A donation was 

made in each volunteers honor to 

BrightStone for a total of $300. Thank 

you  and see you for VBS  2019!!!!  

TREK 56 Mission Group 

supported One Gen Away, 

Meals On Wheels, and 

BrightStone. They 

volunteered their time each 

day on the ministries  

various campuses as well as 

brought in lots of donations!  

Thursday Rafters  

wrapped up the week 

with finding  peace on 

the river.  

Matthew 28:16-20 
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Youth News 

Montreat 

In June a group of seven high school students along with two adult participants and myself traveled to 
the Montreat Youth Conference.  This year’s theme was “Lift Every Voice”. We spent time listening for 
God’s voice and thinking about how we can lift our own voices and the voices of the marginalized.  
Our time living in community brought much joy to each of us and we pray that we will continue to see 
the places where God is calling each of us to lift our voices for the sake of the world. 

Summer Mission Trips 

Our high school students are in Washington D.C. this week and our middle school students are traveling 
to Heifer Ranch, AR July 10th-13th.  Please keep our students, our adult participants and the communities 
that they will serve and learn from in your prayers. 
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VBS 

THANK YOU! to all of our youth who volunteered to help at 
VBS.  Every one of you did a fantastic job and VBS couldn’t 
happen without you.  I love seeing all the different gifts that 
each one of you used during the week. 

Youth Summer Wednesday Dinner Schedule 

Every summer our youth, families, and adult participants continue to connect over dinner at various 
restaurants in Cool Springs. Below is the schedule!  

We hope you will stop by!  

   

 

 

 When: Where: 

July 18th @6pm Chipotle 

430 Cool Springs Blvd, Franklin, TN 
37067 

July 25th @6pm Pei Wei 

1809, 1560 W McEwen Dr Suite 
160, Franklin, TN 37067 

August 1st @6pm Panera Bread 
2000 Mallory Ln, Franklin, TN 
37067 

Linzi Anderson, Director of Youth Ministries 

Contact: LAnderson@fpcfranklin.org 

mailto:www.landerson@fpcfranklin.org
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A Message from Our  

Director of Music, Michael Snoddy 

Greetings to All! 
 

 

 

Beige. Medium soft-drinks. Elevator Music. Basic cable. Plain white walls.  
 

When we contemplate the meaning of the word ordinary, images like these may come to mind.  As we live in the 

part of the Christian year called “Ordinary Time,” it is easy to imagine that not much takes place until Advent.   
 

Ordinary comes from the Latin word ordinaries, which means “order”.  An ordinal number names a thing in its 

relationship to a set—for example, third in line.  This is in contrast to a cardinal number, which describe how many 

of a thing there are—for example, five crayons. The use of ordinal numbers in the context of the church year 

refers to the number of weeks between Pentecost and Advent, when a new church year begins.   
 

Ordinary Time is not meant to be “ordinary time” for the people of God.  This season is the way in which the 

Pentecost-empowered people focus on spiritual growth the service and discipleship.  Another way to consider it, 

this time of the year affords us an opportunity to follow Jesus into the world he loves and came to redeem.   
 

Ordinary Time occurs during the Northern Hemisphere’s growing season, and one of the stories Jesus told related 

the vivid image of the spiritual forces of this period of the church year: 
 

 
 

 

As the resurrection of Jesus takes root in day-by-day discipleship, we bear fruit.  This parable emphasizes that we 

cannot engineer, explain, or manage this type of growth.  However, we are called to submit to this kind of spiritual 

growth and fruitfulness.  Ordinary Time is a way in which to live out the Pentecost reality: We ARE the church in 

the world and FOR the world.  In the Kingdom of God, NOTHING is ordinary.   
 

One worship practice that may help to connect with the spiritual focus of Ordinary Time is contemplation.  

Contemplation simply means learning to be present to God in everyday moments of life.  Seventh-century monk 

Brother Lawrence writes, “Once we have established a habit of the practice of the presence of God, we are then 

with Him who is our end.” Our brother reminds us the value of contemplation, which helped him to learn and 

respond in the moment to the promptings of the Holy Spirit. This manner of worship often leads us to purposeful 

action.   
 

God is at work in this ordinary time, in ordinary people like you and me, utilizing our time, talents, spiritual gifts, 

experience, and resources.  God is at work in the world that he loves and wants to redeem.  There is much for 

which to be grateful and there remains much to do.  Thanks be to God for this Ordinary Time and for our place in 

his eternal work of love and grace.   
 

 

 

Michael 

“This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground.  Night and day, whether he sleeps 

or rises, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does now know how.  All by itself the soil produces grain—first 

the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, 

because the harvest has come. (Mark 4: 26-29) 
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Musical Musings for July 
Summer Hymn-Sing  

July – August 

Each Sunday morning of the summer months at approximately ten minutes prior to the worship hour.   

Plan to join us as we sing some of your hymn favorites. 
 

Summer Musical Offerings 
July – August 

During the choir’s well-deserved summer break, we encourage you to share your musical 

gifts with the congregation during worship.  For more information or to be placed on the schedule, please see the 

Director of Music, Michael Snoddy. 
 

 

 
 

Carillon and Chancel/Chapel Choirs 
(Rehearsals for fall begin on Wednesday, August 15) 

 

Children’s Sunday School Musical Gathering 
(Gatherings resume September 16)  

 

 

   
Worship Matters – The Hymn 

The word matters can be defined as both as noun (of substance) and verb (of importance). Join us during the 

Sunday School hour to discover our hymnody as both. 

Sunday, August 5 – 9:45 a.m. – Sanctuary  
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T h e  F r a n k l i n  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

                                      Christian Education 

              Garden of Reading 

Have you visited your church library lately?  You’ll find a new reading corner with a 

treasured olive tree from Lesvos, Greece, and lots of new acquisitions.  Our monthly 

newsletter will review a few of our new books to see if you are interested in reading 

any of them.  The new books will be displayed on the rolling cart which will be in the 

hallway on Sundays with instructions on “how to check out a book.”  

              Falling into Greatness. Lloyd John Ogilvie. 1984 

  Ogilvie believes that greatness can be attained only by falling 

into it – by the grace of God.  

  No matter what aspect of God’s character is described, and no 

matter what need is expressed, all things are received only by 

Gods grace.  In this personal, practical book, Ogilvie explains 

how, through reading, studying, and praying the Psalms, we can “fall into the arms of the 

greatness of God.”  Ogilvie reveals the importance of the book of Psalms in praying and how it can 

provide comfort, encouragement, strength, and joy in daily living. 
 

 The Gospel According to Paul: The Creative Genius Who Brought Jesus to the World.  Robin 

Griffith-Jones. 2004. 

       A new look at Paul as the fifth evangelist, the brilliantly entrepreneurial witness to Jesus who 

brought his transforming presence and essential message to the world. 

 

 

 The Church Transforming: What’s Next for the Reformed Project?  Michael Jinkins 2012 

      Theologian and author Jinkins probes the present state and future of the Reformed faith.  

Addressing increasing division over scriptural authority, and other social issues, Jinkins looks at 

some of the hallmarks of the Reformed faith and discusses how these can be viewed anew.  He 

concludes by showing how the Reformed faith is not a castle to be defended but a living treasure 

of great gifts. 

 

       Presbyterian Beliefs, A Brief Introduction. Donald K. McKim.  2003 

The author says he has written this book out of a deep love for Presbyterian theology and the 

beliefs that have shaped generations of Presbyterians throughout the world.  His desire is to 

communicate the major elements of Presbyterian beliefs as simply and clearly as possible. 

New Books 

223.206 Ogi          

225.92 Gri 

230.51 Jin 

230.51 Mck 
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Stephen  Ministry 

 

“Be still, and know that I am God.” Psalm 46:10 . 
  
Our Stephen Ministers are people you can trust.  They are committed to 
providing the best Christian care possible to their care receivers.  They are 
people you can trust and depend on.  If you or someone you know are in 
need of a confidential referral to our Stephen Ministry program, call our 
confidential telephone line at 615-746-7888 or email 
stephenministry@fpcfranklin.org.   

Baptism 

We rejoice with Molly Elizabeth Reynolds, daughter of Larry and 

Blair Reynolds, brother of Jackson Reynolds, and granddaughter of 

Hunter and Lucy Battle, who was baptized on Sunday, June 3, 2018. 

Deaths 

The First Presbyterian church family extends prayers and sympathy 

to the following people and to other members of the family during 

their time of loss. 
 

The family of  Carlene Higley on the death of her brother, Peter 

Fernstrum, who died on May 31, 2018. 
 

The family of Wanda Barr who died on June 2, 2018. 
 

The family of Becky Garner on the death of her brother, Jack Rains, 

who died on June 4, 2018. 

 

The family of Betty Willoughby on the death of her brother, Paul D. 

Chastain, who died on June 19, 2018. 

Larry, Blair, Jackson and Molly Elizabeth 

Reynolds 

mailto:stephenministry@fpcfranklin.org.%E2%80%AF
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July 1, 2018 
13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 

Scripture: John 6:16-21 
 

Sermon: “It Is I, Do Not Be Afraid” 
   

     Chris Joiner 
 

Liturgist 
   9:00: Leah Stein 
 

Hospitality Team  
      9:00: Fred and Sue Banner; Sally Bullock; 
Avery DeYoung; Kathy Garst; Rich and Pat 
Johnson 
 
Children’s Worship 
      9:00: Becky Wahlfeld 
 
Acolyte 
      9:00: Ainsley Coleman 
 
 

July 8, 2018 
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Communion 
 

Scripture: Luke 8:26-39 
 

Sermon: “Declare How Much God Has  
                Done  for You” 
   

  Chris Joiner                        
             
Liturgist 
 9:00: Susan Burns 
    
 

Hospitality Team  
 9:00:  Duke Ellis; Tony, Lauren, Claire and 

Kinley Inglis; Pat and Rich Johnson; Terry, 

Tammy, and Anna Marie Love; Ruthie 

Moulton;  

 

Acolyte   Water                 Candle 
      9:00: Vivi Garafola      Jack Wilson 
  
Communion Preparation  

Fred and Sue Banner  
 
 

Communion Clean-up 
Linda Legenzoff; Ruthie Mouflon  

July 15, 2018 
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 

Scripture: Matthew 14:13-21 
 

Sermon: “You Give Them Something to Eat” 
 

             Chris Joiner 
              
Liturgist 
   9:00: Therese Howell 
 
Hospitality Team  
 9:00: Jean Acklin; Sally Bullock; Myers 
Parsons; Mark, Shawn, and Ian Raines  
 
Children’s Worship 
 9:00: Tony Inglis 
 
Acolyte 
     9:00: Emma Wilson 
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July 22, 2018 
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 

Scripture: John 5:1-18 
 

Sermon: “My Father is Still Working, 
                 and I also Am Working” 
   

                     Anne Keener 
 

Liturgist 
 9:00:  Steve Lewis 
 
 

Hospitality Team  
    9:00: Wayne and Betty Barcheski; Jenna 
Crunk; Brent, Jennifer, Emma, Elijah, and 
Owen Sower 
 
 

Children’s Worship 
 9:00: Christi Granstaff 
 
Acolyte 
 9:00: Owen Sower 
 
  

July 29, 2018 
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
(Last Day for One Worship 

Service) 
 

Scripture: Mark 10:46-52 
 

Sermon: “Your Faith has Made You Well” 
  

                              Chris Joiner 
 

Liturgist 
 9:00: Bill Carver 
 
 

Hospitality Team  
     9:00: Jan Van  Heiningren; Vance, Jessica, 
Sadie and Grant Lahey; Bruce, Jaclyn, Sammy 
and Joseph Tarkington; Rebecca, Hannah and 
Emma Wilson 

 

Children’s Worship 
 9:00: Jenna Crunk 
 
Acolyte 
    9:00: DJ Gottlieb 
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Thank you for your prayers lifted up for 

my family at the death of my 

granddaughter, Grace Eddlemon and 

for my healing after surgery. We have 

been covered in prayer giving us 

strength beyond understanding. Our 

church families have been continuously 

ministering to us. God bless you all. 

Janice Eddlemon 

Dear Pastor Chris and FPC members, 

The Habitat for Humanity Williamson-

Maury team would like to offer a sincere 

thank you for your generosity! We truly 

appreciate your donation. Our hearts are 

overflowing with an abundance of 

gratitude! We cannot thank you enough 

for answering our call to join us in 

support of affordable housing. 

Along with our thanks, please know this 

thank you includes the appreciation and 

gratitude of each of our homeowners as 

well. Your generosity is deeply 

appreciated. Thank you again for your 

investment in building a better 

community, one family at a time. 

Warmest Regards, 

Kim Randall 
Director of Development 
Habitat for Humanity - Williamson, 
Maury Team 
 

Dear Staff and Church Members, 

On behalf of Bill and myself, thank you for the beautiful vase 

of flowers. We have enjoyed this beauty and the touching, 

meaningful message that accompanied them. Most 

importantly, we are thankful for your kindness in 

remembering us. 

God Bless, lovingly, 

 Bill Minshall and Alberta Hunter 

Dear FPC Family, 

Thank you for donating to my mission, your support means  

so much to me. I have successfully reached my financial goal 

and will be able to participate in the T.U.R.N. mission this 

July! I can’t wait to spread God’s love and share my mission 

with you when I return! 

Sincerely, 

Cara Moyers 

 



P a g e  2 2  T h e  F r a n k l i n  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service. 

 May 
Actual 

May 
Budget 

March-May 
Actual 

March-May 
Budget 

Income 89,742.94 94,030.00 268,837.52 272,092.00 

Fixed Expenses 67,332.17 76,326.26 208,447.68 230,558.73 

Other Expenses 5,253.40 13,257.41 28,742.47 43,826.25 

IncomeOver(under) 
expenses 

17,157.37 4,446.33 31,647.37 (2,292.98) 

Church Financial Information 

Stewardship and Finance would like to report to the congregation the following financial information.  

 1 

Kate Holdcroft 

Samuel Joiner 

Steve Jones 

Leslie Miller 

Tom Wilhoite 

 2 

Marsha McQuinn 

Lindsey Shepard 

Hannah Story 

Jet Tomlin 

 3 

Mary Jane Wormer 

 5 

Christi Granstaff 

Joan Hetherington 

Matt McKeand 

Dave Peacock 

 6 

Ashley Crews 

Melissa Davis 

 7 

Kathy Garst 

Meryl Godwin 

 8 

Betty Barcheski 

Bella Givens 

Linda Legenzoff 

 9 

Gus Hatcher 

Violet Hatcher 

 

Chris Joiner 

Sharon Quintana 

 10 

Laura Bowling 

Adam Cole 

Taylor McCain 

Diane Osowiecki 

Matt Young 

 11 

Bill Eberle, Jr. 

Aubrey Hagan 

Kory Stiles 

 12 

Carol Dublin 

 14 

Andrew Hughes 

 15 

Jackson Reeves 

 16 

Hunter Garst 

 17 

Bryant Downing 

Andrew Lloyd Hesson 

Steve Hunt 

Zach Whiteman 

Hayden Young 

 18 

Weston Aaron London 

Bailey Pratt 

Emma Sower 

 20 

Susan Haws 

21 

Sarah Cochron 

 22 

Claire Henry 

Faye Ligon 

Penny Ward 

 23 

Ray Bowling 

Betty Frazer 

 25 

Kinley Inglis 

Charlotte Wheeler 

 26 

Mathias Anderson 

Michelle Hatcher 

Connie Jefferson 

Joanna McCall 

 27 

Amy Lively 

Bert McKeand 

Al Wormer 

 28 

Andrew Bechtel 

Grayce Bechtel 

Brett Elrod 

Madelyn Stivers 

 29 

Racheal Dziedzic 

Melissa Houston 

Martha Johnson 

Please note:  Birthdays are published weekly in Enews and monthly in the newsletter.  If you would prefer not to be 

listed, please email rgarner@fpcfranklin.org for the Enews and  newsletter. 

July Birthdays 

 31 

Emily Brown 

Randall Cothron, Jr. 

Knox McCharen, Jr. 
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Sunday, July 1 

6th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Morning: Pss. 67; 150 

Evening: Pss. 46; 93 

Num. 21:4–9, 21–35 

Acts 17:(12–21) 23–24 

Luke 13:10–17 
 

Monday, July 2 

Morning: Pss. 57; 145 

Evening: Pss. 85; 47 

Num. 22:1–21; Rom. 6:12–23 

Matt. 21:12–22 
 

Tuesday, July 3 

Morning: Pss. 54; 146 

Evening: Pss. 28; 99 

Num. 22:21–38; Rom. 7:1–12 

Matt. 21:23–32 
 

Wednesday, July 4 

Morning: Pss. 65;147:1–11 

Evening: Pss. 125; 91 

Num. 22:41—23:12 

Rom. 7:13–25; Matt. 21:33–46 
 

Thursday, July 5 

Morning: Pss. 143; 

147:12–20 

Evening: Pss. 81; 116 

Num. 23:11–26; Rom. 8:1–11 

Matt. 22:1–14 
 

Friday, July 6 

Morning: Pss. 88; 148 

Evening: Pss. 6; 20 

Num. 24:1–13; Rom. 8:12–17 

Matt. 22:15–22 
 

Saturday, July 7 

Morning: Pss. 122; 149 

Evening: Pss. 100; 63 

Num. 24:12–25; Rom. 8:18–25 

Matt. 22:23–40 
 

Sunday, July 8  

7th Sunday after Pentecost 

Morning: Pss. 108; 150 

Evening: Pss. 66; 23 

Num. 27:12–23; Acts 19:11–20 

Mark 1:14–20 

Monday, July 9 

Morning: Pss. 62; 145 

Evening: Pss. 73; 9 

Num. 32:1–6, 16–27 

Rom. 8:26–30 

Matt. 23:1–12 
 

Tuesday, July 10 

Morning: Pss. 12; 146 

Evening: Pss. 36; 7 

Num. 35:1–3, 9–15, 30–34 

Rom. 8:31–39 

Matt. 23:13–26 
 

Wednesday, July 11 

Morning: Pss. 96; 

147:1–11 

Evening: Pss. 132; 134 

Deut. 1:1–18 

Rom. 9:1–18 

Matt. 23:27–39 
 

Thursday, July 12 

Morning: Pss. 116; 

147:12–20 

Evening: Pss. 26; 130 

Deut. 3:18–28 

Rom. 9:19–33 

Matt. 24:1–14 
 

Friday, July 13 

Morning: Pss. 84; 148 

Evening: Pss. 25; 40 

Deut. 31:7–13, 24–32:4 

Rom. 10:1–13; Matt. 24:15–

31 
 

Saturday, July 14 

Morning: Pss. 63; 149 

Evening: Pss. 125; 90 

Deut. 34:1–12; Rom. 10:14–

21; Matt. 24:32–51 
 

Sunday, July 15 

8th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Morning: Pss. 103; 150 

Evening: Pss. 117; 139 

Josh. 1:1–18; Acts 21:3–15 

Mark 1:21–27 

 

 

Monday, July 16 

Morning: Pss. 5; 145 

Evening: Pss. 82; 29 

Josh. 2:1–14; Rom. 11:1–12 

Matt. 25:1–13 
 

Tuesday, July 17 

Morning: Pss. 42; 146 

Evening: Pss. 102; 133 

Josh. 2:15–24; Rom. 11:13–24 

Matt. 25:14–30 
 

Wednesday, July 18 

Morning: Pss. 89:1–18; 

147:1–11 

Evening: Pss. 1; 33 

Josh. 3:1–13; Rom. 11:25–36 

Matt. 25:31–46 
 

Thursday, July 19 

Morning: Pss. 97; 

147:12–20 

Evening: Pss. 16; 62 

Josh. 3:14–4:7; Rom. 12:1–8 

Matt. 26:1–16 
 

Friday, July 20 

Morning: Pss. 51; 148 

Evening: Pss. 142; 65 

Josh. 4:19–5:1, 10–15 

Rom. 12:9–21; Matt. 26:17–25 
 

Saturday, July 21 

Morning: Pss. 104; 149 

Evening: Pss. 138; 98 

Josh. 6:1–14; Rom. 13:1–7 

Matt. 26:26–35 
 

Sunday, July 22 

9th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Morning: Pss. 19; 150 

Evening: Pss. 81; 113 

Josh. 6:15–27; Acts 22:30–

23:11; Mark 2:1-12 
 

Monday, July 23 

Morning: Pss. 135; 145 

Evening: Pss. 97; 112 

Josh. 7:1–13; Rom. 13:8–14 

Matt. 26:36–46 

 

 

 

Tuesday, July 24 

Morning: Pss. 123; 146 

Evening: Pss. 30; 86 

Josh. 8:1–22; Rom. 14:1–12 

Matt. 26:47–56 
 

Wednesday, July 25 

Morning: Pss. 15; 

147:1–11 

Evening: Pss. 48; 4 

Josh. 8:30–35; Rom. 14:13–23 

Matt. 26:57–68 
 

Thursday, July 26 

Morning: Pss. 36; 

147:12–20 

Evening: Pss. 80; 27 

Josh. 9:3–21; Rom. 15:1–13 

Matt. 26:69–75 
 

Friday, July 27 

Morning: Pss. 130; 148 

Evening: Pss. 32; 139 

Josh. 9:22–10:15; Rom. 15:14–

24; Matt. 27:1–10 
 

Saturday, July 28 

Morning: Pss. 56; 149 

Evening: Pss. 118; 111 

Josh. 23:1–16; Rom. 15:25–33 

Matt. 27:11–23 
 

Sunday, July 29 

10th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Morning: Pss. 67; 150 

Evening: Pss. 46; 93 

Josh. 24:1–15; Acts 28:23–31 

Mark 2:23–28 
 

Monday, July 30 

Morning: Pss. 57; 145 

Evening: Pss. 85; 47 

Josh. 24:16–33; Rom. 16:1–16 

Matt. 27:24–31 
 

Tuesday, July 31 

Morning: Pss. 54; 146 

Evening: Pss. 28; 99 

Judg. 2:1–5, 11–23 

Rom. 16:17–27; Matt. 27:32–44 
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   Return Service Requested 

PHONE:  (615) 794-5114     

FAX:  (615) 794-5188 

PRESCHOOL:  (615) 791-9061 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP:  8:30 & 11:00 A.M. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:45 A.M. 
 

CHURCH  STAFF 

Chris Joiner, Pastor 

Anne Keener, Pastoral Assistant 

Michael Snoddy, Director of Music 

Kim Joiner, Director of Christian Education 

Linzi Anderson, Director of Youth Ministries 

Cheri Lindsley, Preschool Director 

Glenda Andrews, Office Administrator 

Sarah Cochran,  Accountant 

Becky Garner, Administrative Assistant 

Jerry Russell, Sexton 

Tony Flemister,  Sexton 

Kate Lasseter, Nursery Coordinator 

Kelly Oldham, Nursery Coordinator 

Thomas D. Walker, Pastor Emeritus 

Accountant's Corner 

 

 

During the summer, Sarah is available in the church office 
on Mondays 9-3, Wednesdays 1-4, and Thursdays 9-12. 

CLICK HERE  to view the church calendar on our website.   

http://pine.nowsprouting.com/firstpresbyterianchurch30/#/whats-going-on/calendar//fpcsbs01/usershares/stornow/Copy of My Pictures

