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R e s p o n d i n g  t o  G o d ’ s  g r a c e  t h r o u g h  w o r s h i p ,  s t u d y ,  a n d  s e r v i c e .
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  The full itinerary and housing plan is still being finalized, but the
trip will take place from Friday, January 16-Monday, January 19. The

final headcount is needed by January 5, so please contact Khris
Downey at kaged27@gmail.com to sign up right away if interested!

 Come participate in
several service projects

and educational
opportunities throughout

the weekend, such as
serving a meal at the

Nashville Rescue Mission,
or learning from the

incredible founder and
curator at the Jefferson
Street Sound Museum.

Upcoming Events

Each Week:
Sunday Morning Worship at
10:15 AM and Sunday School
& Wonder Hour at 9 AM.

January 7
WNL Resumes

Through January 2
Church Office Closed

January 11
Elder Installation & Ordination 
Red Cross Blood Drive

January 17-19
MLK Activities

January 13
Presbyterian Women

January 12
Adults 55+ at Serrato’s
Holy Stitches (Prayer Shawl)

January 24
Confirmation Retreat
Pizza & Trivia

January 25
Inquirer Gathering

January 31
FISH Activity: Packing Bags for
Room In The Inn

Blood
Drive

mailto:kaged27@gmail.com
http://fpcfranklin.org/ministries/sunday-wonder-hour
http://fpcfranklin.org/ministries/sunday-wonder-hour
http://fpcfranklin.org/ministries/sunday-wonder-hour
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.redcrossblood.org%2Fgive.html%2Fdrive-results%3Forder%3DDATE%26range%3D10%26zipSponsor%3DFPCF19&data=05%7C02%7Cksylvester%40fpcfranklin.org%7C4a2976319d6c417c1b2c08de3db1ae94%7C8360d2acaf754f208e0c772e989aad24%7C0%7C0%7C639016030515889510%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o1Cn3sn1CSxSUvKXTg80Ze08iQwgs06CATN5ii8oMZs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.redcrossblood.org%2Fgive.html%2Fdrive-results%3Forder%3DDATE%26range%3D10%26zipSponsor%3DFPCF19&data=05%7C02%7Cksylvester%40fpcfranklin.org%7C4a2976319d6c417c1b2c08de3db1ae94%7C8360d2acaf754f208e0c772e989aad24%7C0%7C0%7C639016030515889510%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o1Cn3sn1CSxSUvKXTg80Ze08iQwgs06CATN5ii8oMZs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.redcrossblood.org/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.redcrossblood.org%2Fgive.html%2Fdrive-results%3Forder%3DDATE%26range%3D10%26zipSponsor%3DFPCF19&data=05%7C02%7Cksylvester%40fpcfranklin.org%7C4a2976319d6c417c1b2c08de3db1ae94%7C8360d2acaf754f208e0c772e989aad24%7C0%7C0%7C639016030515889510%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o1Cn3sn1CSxSUvKXTg80Ze08iQwgs06CATN5ii8oMZs%3D&reserved=0


In the East, the church gathered into one day the commemoration of Jesus’ birth, childhood,
baptism, and the visit by the Magi. In the West, the day had a single focus—the revelation of the
Messiah to the Gentiles. The weeks following January 6 in the Western Church calendar continue
the themes introduced on Epiphany (the life of Jesus through his baptism, the miracle at Cana,
Jesus’ signs and wonders, and the call of the disciples). 

Epiphany reminds us of how Jesus fulfilled the mission God had given the Jewish people by
seeking and saving those who were labeled as “other.” He sought those outside the community,
people to whom his own people had failed to reflect God’s light. The magi present us with a
powerful image of what it means to be a seeker, and Epiphany demonstrates the wonderful “aha”
of discovery. The journey of the magi is just a beginning and only part of the focus of Epiphany.
Connecting with Jesus’ mission to seek and serve is the larger theme. Author Robert Webber puts
it in this way:

    The Epiphany marks the turning point of prophecy. The glory of God that has become
    incarnate in Jesus is now manifested to the magi, who represent the peoples of the world                   
   beyond Israel. From them the manifest glory of God will extend through the church to the
   whole world. 

Perhaps Epiphany calls from us a twofold response. First, as an invitation to worship as the magi.
They demonstrated the essence of worship by giving up (following a star) and giving (offering gifts
= ourselves). Second, Epiphany is an invitation to join Jesus in ministry. We live into Epiphany as
we show and tell the world that God is still seeking each one of us. 

“As they offered gifts most rare at they manger rude and bare, so may we with holy joy, pure and
free from sins alloy, all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to thee, our heavenly king.”
(As with Gladness Men of Old)

Michael Snoddy
Director of Music and Organist
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STAFF REFLECTION
MICHAEL SNODDY,  DIRECTOR OF  MUSIC

Aha! Epiphany!

The feast of Epiphany first appeared on the church calendar around the same
time as did Christmas. As the church split between West and East by the mid-
eleventh century, the feast came to carry two different meanings.

To celebrate Epiphany, we invite each of you to receive a star word and
ponder what significance the word might have in your life or how God might
be speaking to you through this simple message. This star word is a gift that

will travel with you throughout the year. 
All are invited to receive an Epiphany star gift by clicking here 

https://epiphanystars.neocities.org/?fbclid=IwAR3BcaWeGQZAFGfdbV-YTUsVFHAFNrEk1DNjdg2iyqYh2OyphbeojDiihmU


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Would you be willing to
lead a Children’s Worship
session during one of our
Sundays this month? This

program occurs during the
sermon and is both a boon

for our parents of young
children and a joyful time

of age-appropriate
worship for our little ones.

 Email Sam Belcher for
details!
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Youth 

Sunday

February 8

Save the

‌Date!

It's a great time to join the Christian Faith & Life Sunday School class! In
January, we are starting The Message of the General Epistles in the History

of Redemption: Wisdom from James, Peter, John, and Jude. We will also
flavor our discussions with relevant videos from the Bible Project and Yale

Divinity School. If lots of Bible reading and lots of discussion are your
favorite ways to spend a Sunday morning, we are your class! Contact

missy@kitchings.net for more information -- we would love to have you!

The Bible Class, Room 207
Christian Faith & Life Class, Room 206
Exploration Class, Room 209 (HYBRID ON ZOOM)
Feasting on the Word, Room 210
Living Faith Class, Room 208 (HYBRID ON ZOOM) 
Keeping Current as a Christian, Room 213

https://mailchi.mp/2d0102045aa1/fpc-youth-news-122325?e=63f86f7dfc
https://fpcfranklin.org/ministries/youth
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805044BABA928A5FD0-60912750-wednesday
mailto:sbelcher@fpcfranklin.org
mailto:missy@kitchings.net
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89680772861?pwd=gWSIgAb7l2Xm4MJPjlM8g8Rn1xjvzu.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83946228318


MISSION & OUTREACH
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We’re grateful for a great turnout at Fish & Loaves
over Thanksgiving weekend and look forward to
continuing to partner and serve alongside this

ministry throughout the coming year.

Thank you to all the volunteers who came out
in early November to help at the Facility

Clean-up day here at the church. We had an
extremely successful day completely filling a

15-yard dumpster with items that were no
longer needed at the church. In addition, we

were able to donate some gently used
furniture to GraceWorks. Thank you again- we

could not have done it without you!



CONGREGATIONAL CARE & FELLOWSHIP

Contact Tammy Love or Ann Crim to help.

Help us spread love and care to our undergrad college
students. Share their addresses with Anne Keener by

January 4 for heartwarming care packages. Let's make
their college journey extra special!
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Join us for Pizza & Trivia Saturday, February 24
at 5:30 PM. All ages are needed as we will
divide people into teams for a fun night of
friendly competition, laughter, and food. 

Sign up so we know how much pizza to order.

Do you enjoy knitting or crocheting? Holy Stitches is the
new name for our expanded prayer shawl ministry which

now includes scarves and hats for our Mountain T.O.P.
mission partner and blankets for new FPC babies. We’re
looking for new members—whether you’d like to join our

monthly gatherings or contribute items from home. 
Learn more by contacting Karen Hanson. 

Join us January 12 from 1–2:30 PM in the
Church Parlor.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805044BABA928A5FD0-54295942-pizza
mailto:love.tammy66@yahoo.com
mailto:ann.crim@gmail.com
mailto:akenner@fpcfranklin.org
mailto:Akeeer@fpcfanklin.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805044BABA928A5FD0-54295942-pizza
mailto:klhanson46@gmail.com


Click HERE for
the January

Daily Lectionary
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WORSHIP & MUSIC

Can I  Get a Witness
E D D I E  B E L L I S

M a t t h e w  4 : 1 2 - 2 3
J A N U A R Y  2 5

J A N U A R Y  1 8
J o h n  1 : 2 9 - 4 2

Come and See
E D D I E  B E L L I S

E D D I E  B E L L I S

J A N U A R Y  1 1
M a t t h e w  3 : 1 3 - 1 7

W e l l  D o n e

SUNDAYSJ A N U A R Y 4
J o h n  1 : 1 - 1 8

Test i fy  to the L ight
A N N E  K E E N E R

https://pcusa.org/sites/default/files/2025-12/Daily-Lectionary_2026_January.pdf
https://pcusa.org/sites/default/files/2025-12/Daily-Lectionary_2026_January.pdf
https://pcusa.org/sites/default/files/2025-12/Daily-Lectionary_2026_January.pdf
mailto:msnoddy@fpcfranklin.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805044BABA928A5FD0-58779419-2026


CELEBRATIONS & ANNOUCEMENTS

T h a n k  Y o u s

F O R
J A N U A R Y

B I R T H D A Y S

F O R
J A N U A R Y

B I R T H D A Y S

Click 
here

THROUGH JAN. 2
Church Office Closed

The Church Office will be closed
through Jan. 2 to give our office

volunteers a much-deserved
break. Thank you to Sandra Fields,

Marlene Cole, Brenda Plunkett,
Clata Miller, Betty Barcheski,

Karen Hanson, Martha Johnson,
and Betty Webb for responding to

God’s grace in this way. 

We would like to thank FPC for your most
recent financial donation. Your support will go
towards our operational expenses needed to

provide a safe and nurturing home for each of
the young men in our care.

Your gift helps your Neighbors avoid hunger,
eviction, homelessness, utility disconnection, and

many other problems. We appreciate your
partnership and how you empower GraceWorks to

fulfill its mission of providing
food, shelter, and support to Neighbors in need.
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Thanks!Dear First Presbyterian Church of Franklin,

 We want to take a moment to thank you sincerely for
your support during our last fiscal year. Because of
your generosity, families in our community are one
step closer to safe, affordable housing, and the
stability that comes with it. Your kindness made a real
impact whether through building homes, repairing
them, or offering hope to families who needed it most.
We are so grateful to have you as part of our habitat,
family, and we could not do this work without you.

The Habitat for Humanity WC Team

R e c e n t  D e a t h

The FPC family extends prayers
and sympathy to all those who

are grieving.

We are especially in prayer for
Connie Jefferson and her family

upon the death of her sister,
Zeneith Cole, on December 1.

http://fpcfranklin.org/about/birthdays
http://fpcfranklin.org/about/birthdays
http://fpcfranklin.org/about/birthdays


FINANCE & ACCOUNTING

Marie Hayman
Hours: 9AM-3PM

M, W, Th

Giving Options: Mail a check to the church or give online
at fpcfranklin.org/giving.

Thank you for all the ways your generosity, in response to
God’s grace, strengthens the ministry and mission 

of this congregation.

P H O N E :   ( 6 1 5 )  7 9 4 - 5 1 1 4
w w w . f p c f r a n k l i n . o r g

S U N D A Y  W O R S H I P :  1 0 : 1 5  A M
S U N D A Y  W O N D E R  H O U R :   9 : 0 0  A M

C H U R C H  O F F I C E  H O U R S :
M o n d a y - T h u r s d a y  9  A M  -  4 : 0 0  P M

C l o s e d  F r i d a y s

C H U R C H   S T A F F
E d d i e  B e l l i s ,  I n t e r i m  P a s t o r

A n n e  K e e n e r ,  C o m m i s s i o n e d  P a s t o r
M i c h a e l  S n o d d y ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  M u s i c  &  O r g a n i s t

S a m  B e l c h e r ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  Y o u t h  M i n i s t r i e s
C a t h e r i n e  O l s o n ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  O p e r a t i o n s

M a r i e  H a y m a n ,  A c c o u n t a n t
K a t e  L a s s e t e r ,  N u r s e r y  C o o r d i n a t o r
K e l l y  O l d h a m ,  N u r s e r y  C o o r d i n a t o r

F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H
1 0 1  L E G E N D S  C L U B  L A N E
F R A N K L I N ,  T N  3 7 0 6 9

R e t u r n  S e r v i c e  R e q u e s t e d

http://fpcfranklin.org/giving

