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Welcome to  
 First Presbyterian Church 
 Franklin, Tennessee 
 

     Responding to GodΩs grace through worship, study, and service.  

As an expression of this mission, our congregation is deeply committed to being 
an authentic expression of Christ in this community through Reformed worship, 
education that values a thinking faith, local and global mission, meaningful 
fellowship, and inclusive outreach.  We hope that you will find a way that you 
connect with what God is doing at First Presbyterian. 
 
By the providence of God, we ascribe to the Reformed Tradition as expressed 
by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  We accept the Holy Scriptures, The Book 
of Confessions and the Book of Order of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) as 
guidelines for our Christian life. 
 
Serving and growing in the knowledge of our faith has always been an 
important component of the Presbyterian Church.  At First Presbyterian 
Church, Franklin, our programs embrace all ages and offer varied approaches to 
study and growing as Christian disciples.  Our prayer is that all who participate 
will find nurture, fellowship, challenge, and growth.   
 
In all things we are guided by our Mission and Purpose Statements: 
Responding to GodΩs grace through worship, study, and service. 
 
To joyfully follow Christ and respond to God’s grace as an inclusive, 
multigenerational faith community by: 

¶ Deepening discipleship through relevant worship and life-long learning 

¶ Creating and nurturing congregational relationships 

¶ Transforming lives and connecting with others through 
service. 
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~ A Brief History ~ 

On June 8, 1811, the Presbyterian Church of Franklin was organized with 46 members 
by the Reverend Gideon Blackburn.  Its first location fronted on present-day Fourth 
Avenue.  About 1815, a Meeting House was erected at that location, now on the 
northern part of the Old Cemetery.   

The second location of the church, which was a brick structure on the corner of Fifth 
and Main Streets, was purchased in 1841.  Then in November 1864, immediately after 
the Battle of Franklin, the sanctuary was dismantled and occupied by the Federal Army 
for use as a hospital.  The third sanctuary was erected in 1887 and destroyed by fire in 
1905.  The fourth sanctuary was erected in 1911. 

In 1986, the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee did a study to project population growth 
and determine new church development needs.  Williamson County (Franklin) 
emerged as the focal point.  As a result, the congregation voted to purchase twelve 
acres of property on Franklin Road at Mack Hatcher and to build adequate facilities at 
the earliest feasible date.   

In August 1994, approximately 500 members moved to its third and present location at 
Franklin Road and Legends Club Lane.  On September 18, 1994, this building was 
dedicated to the glory of God, continuing a history of Reformed worship, Christian 
education, and local and world mission.   In November, 2015 the church paid off its 
mortgage and became debt free. 

The power of the church, however, is not in its building, but in the people who meet in 
it, the Body of Christ.  We are grateful and excited for all God is doing through the 
church that gathers in this place. 

 

Church Government 
First Presbyterian Church is currently governed by a Session composed of 23 Ruling 
Elders as we move toward a Session of 15 Ruling Elders.  Elders serve on rotating three 
year terms and will have 5 members in each class going forward.  The incoming class is 
elected by the congregation in the fall of each year.  The Session regularly meets at 
4:00 p.m. on every 3rd Sunday except for June and December. When new members are 
ready to join, the Session schedules a called meeting on Sundays at 10:40 a.m. in the 
Parlor, Room 218.  
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~ Are You Looking for a Church Home? ~ 
 

Whether you are a long time guest or have just found us, we have an opportunity 
for you. Every other month, we have an Inquirer Lunch following the 11:00 service. 
It is a wonderful opportunity to learn how God is at work through the mission and 
ministries of our congregation, to tour the church facility, and to make connections 
with others in our community.  Contact Mary Sellers Shaw 
(msshaw@fpcfranklin.org or 615-794-5114 x208) for additional information or to 
reserve your place at the table. Childcare is available if needed.  We hope you will 
join us. 
 

Church Membership 
 

You may become a member of this congregation by profession of faith, 
reaffirmation of faith, or transfer of church letter.  For additional information 
please contact Mary Sellers Shaw at msshaw@fpcfranklin.org or 615-794-5114 
x208. 

 
 

Phone:   (615) 794-5114 
Fax:  (615) 794-5188 

Website: www.fpcfranklin.org  
Preschool:  (615) 791-9061 

Preschool Website:  www.fpfpreschool.com 
 

Office Hours 
Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

 

Church Staff 
Christopher A. Joiner, Pastor 

Mary Sellers Shaw, Director of Mission and Outreach 
Anne Keener, Pastoral Assistant 

Michael Snoddy, Director of Music 
Kim Joiner, Director of Christian Education 

Linzi Anderson, Director of Youth Ministries 
Cheri Lindsley, Preschool Director 

Glenda Andrews, Office Administrator 
Sarah Cochran, Church Accountant 

Becky Garner, Administrative Assistant 
Kate Lasseter and Kelly Oldham, Nursery Coordinators 

Jerry (JR) Russell, Sexton 
Tony Flemister, Sexton 

Jack Busby, Clerk of Session 
Sara Hinds, Treasurer 

How to Join First Presbyterian Church, Franklin, Tennessee  
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WORSHIP 

 SERVICES 
 
 SUNDAY MORNINGS 
8:30 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. 
 
 
 
 

Our congregation gathers for worship each Sunday morning at 8:30 and 
11:00 a.m.  Evening worship is celebrated on special occasions during 
the year such as Ash Wednesday, Lent mid-week, Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday, Service of Light, and Christmas Eve Candlelight. 
 
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is celebrated on the second Sunday 
of each month and on special occasions such as World Communion 
Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Christmas Eve.  It is also celebrated 
during Lent weekly as a part of the Wednesday evening services. 

 
 

Worship at First Presbyterian Church, Franklin, Tennessee  
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NURSERY 
A nursery for infants - 3 year olds is provided downstairs in Rooms 111 
& 112 for all worship services, as well as Sunday School.  Our church has 
a dedicated paid staff of nursery attendants along with volunteer 
assistants.   
 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP 

Children ages 4 - kindergarten are given the opportunity to worship 
through the Children’s Worship program.  Children’s Worship offers a 
way of learning that challenges our children to experience the Bible 
through storytelling, using a “hands-on” approach.  The stories are told 
using figures made of wood and other materials to make the stories of 
God come to life.  The goal of this curriculum is not only to teach a 
story, but also to engage children in the act of worship.  Trained leaders 
from our congregation will direct sessions September—May as we 
encounter the great stories of the church year. During the summer 
months, volunteers read selected library books and offer the art 
opportunities.  Children are welcome to remain in the sanctuary for the 
entire worship service or they may be dismissed at the conclusion of the 
Time with the Young Church to go to Children’s Worship. 
 
Children’s Worship is held in Room 210.  A volunteer will bring the 
kindergarteners back to the sanctuary after their Bible story.  Children’s 
Worship Coordinator: Rhonda Moyers (mikeandrhonda@bellsouth.net). 
 

SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP  
Everyone is invited to Wilson Hall between worship services for coffee, 
refreshments, and fellowship.  This is a good opportunity for guest and 
members to connect with others. 
 

HOSPITALITY MINISTRY 
The Hospitality Ministry organizes teams of ushers and greeters for 
worship. Each team serves once a month for five months.  For example, 
one team serves the 1st Sunday for either January-May or August-
December, with separate teams for June and July.  We are always 
looking for new members to join this ministry.  Whether you are a new 
or long standing member, single or have a large family, all are welcome 
to serve in this ministry.  It is a great way for newer members to meet 
more members of our congregation.  If you are interested in helping us 
provide hospitality in this important way, please contact Leanne 
Hoeffler at leannehoeffler@gmail.com or 615-887-0723. 
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SUNDAY  

SCHOOL 
 
SUNDAY MORNINGS 
9:45 - 10:30 A.M. 
 
 
 
 

The mission of Christian Education is to engage the Bible in community 
so that its grace and promises can be heard afresh in each generation.  
Our Sunday School encourages questions, fosters a passion for the Bible, 
and instills a desire to grow in faith.  We hope this desire lasts a lifetime. 
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~ Sunday School for Children ~ 
Contact:  Kim Joiner (kjoiner@fpcfranklin.org) 

Director of Christian Education 
 
We offer children’s classes for two-year-olds through 5th grade. You are invited to 
visit a class any Sunday at 9:45 a.m. The teachers will be there to welcome you and 
introduce your child to other students. Check the chart below for room numbers. 
 

Our young children’s curriculum is Spark, published by Augsburg Fortress. The 1st 
grade through 5th grade use Feasting on the Word, published by Westminster John 
Knox.  These Lectionary curriculums follow stories in the Revised Common 
Lectionary. Throughout the three-year cycle, each lesson comes from a Bible story 
in the Old Testament, or the Gospels, or Acts that the children will hear during 
worship.  
 
 

Nursery  Room 111 and 112 
Coordinators: Kelly Oldham and Kate Lasseter 

Staff: Leticia Arias, Linda Cairatti 
 

2 and 3-year-olds Room 114 
Pre-K and Kindergarten Room 113 

1st and 2nd  grade Room 116 
3rd and 4th grade- Room 115 

5th grade –  Room 210 
Confirmation – Room 209  (6th grade and older) 

 

Musical Gathering in the Music Room 215-B 
Each Sunday at 9:45 a.m. 
Pre-K through 5th grade 

The children will gather for music, announcements, and 
hear the Bible story for the day.  The teachers will lead 

them to the classroom at 9:55 a.m. 
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~ Confirmation ~ 
Contact:  Kim Joiner (kjoiner@fpcfranklin.org) 

Director of Christian Education 
 
 

Confirmation Preparation (6th grade or above)  ....................................  Room 209 
Students at First Presbyterian Church enroll in confirmation when they reach the 
6th grade or older. The course begins with an understanding of scripture and 
includes information about the Reformed tradition, the Presbyterian Church, USA, 
and First Presbyterian Church of Franklin.  In addition to Sunday morning, 
Confirmands are assigned a Covenant Partner to walk beside them in their journey. 
Confirmands and Covenant Partners read the Gospel of Luke then meet at least 
twice monthly to discuss their reading, explore other questions of the faith and 
offer service to the community. 
Contacts are Susan Freeman Burns (burnssf@bellsouth.net)  and Mike Moyers 
(mmoyers1@gmail.com). 
 

~ Youth Sunday School ~ 
Contact:  Linzi Anderson (landerson@fpcfranklin.org) 

Director of Youth Ministries 
 

Our youth curriculum is Feasting on the Word.  Published by Westminster John 
Knox Press, and following the Revised Common Lectionary, each week’s lesson 
comes from a Bible story that is also referenced in worship.  Over the course of the 
lectionary’s three-year cycle, youth will read a variety of stories from both the Old 
Testament and the New Testament, with one of the synoptic gospels (synoptic is a 
word used to describe the first three gospels in the New Testament as they all tell 
the story of Jesus Christ’s life and ministry from a similar point of view and are 
similar in structure) as the focus of each year: Year A – Matthew, Year B – Mark, 
and Year C – Luke. The gospel of John is read each year, primarily in Christmas, 
Lent, and Easter.   
 
7th grade  ..............................................................................................  Room 117 
  

8th grade  ..............................................................................................  Room 118 
  

9th - 10th grade  ....................................................................................  Room 119 
  

11th - 12th grade  ..................................................................................  Room 120 
 

Hospitality Bar ........................................................................................ Room 117 
Each Sunday the youth gather at 9:45 a.m. for fellowship, snacks, and 
announcements. 

Sunday School at First Presbyterian Church, Franklin, Tennessee  
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 ~ Adult Sunday School ~ 
 

Adult Forum ........................................................................................... Room 208 
Dialogue and deep explorations of multiple topics, including the history and 
confessions of the Presbyterian Church, comparative religions, visions of spirituality, 
biblical studies, and contemporary issues for Christians.  Contact: Bill Carver 
(carv1405@bellsouth.net). 
 

The Bible Class .......................................................................................  Room 207 
A focus on ancient history in the Holy Land during a time span of 960 B.C. through 
135 A.D.  Contacts: Hugh DuPree (hughjdupree@gmail.com) and Duke Ellis 
(familyellisd@att.net). 
 

Christian Faith & Life  .......................................................  Adult Library Room 201 
A Bible study class that focuses on a particular book of the Bible and uses the 
Barclay’s Commentary as a resource.  Contact: Missy Kitchings 
(missy@kitchings.net). 
 

Exploration  ................................................................   Barr Conference Room 211 
A spirited discussion based class with in depth conversation regarding the impact a 
faith based book has on our lives, our family and our community. Contact: Doug 
Halleen (doug.halleen@mentorakid.org). 
 

Feasting on the Word  ...........................................................................   Room 206 
An in-depth study of the weekly Lectionary scripture text using CŜŀǎǝƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
²ƻǊŘ curriculum. Open dialogue is encouraged.  Contacts: Adam 
Crunk  (adam.crunk@gmail.com); Clarke Oldham (oldhamfamily@bellsouth.net); 
Jim Skillen (jim@skillendad.com). 
 

Living Faith   ..........................................................................................   Room 213 
Video and podcast based class that views a 20-25 minute selection in class then has 
a guided discussion. Contact: Steve Lewis (stevelewis22@comcast.net).  
 

Parenting at All Stages and Ages  ............................................   Music Room 215-B 
Starts at 9:55 a.m. A book study class designed to help parents integrate their faith 
into their everyday life with their families Contacts: Sarah Fox 
(sarahfox87@gmail.com), Christi Granstaff (cgranstaff1213@gmail.com) and Kim 
Joiner (kjoiner@fpcfranklin.org). 
 

The Wired Word  ...................................................................................   Room 214 
The lessons will be Biblically-based and the topics discussed will be relevant to 
modern Christian living through the discussion of current events using The Wired 
Word, an online curriculum.  Contacts: Will Crunk (wwcrunk21@gmail.com); Vance 
Lahey (vancelahey@gmail.com). 

Sunday School at First Presbyterian Church, Franklin, Tennessee  
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WEDNESDAY 
NIGHT 
LIVE 
 
 WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 
 6:00 P.M. 
 

 

Wednesday Night Live runs September through April with a 

delicious supper at 6:00 p.m., followed by adult study, youth gathering, 
children’s education and arts, and choir practice. WNL gives us an opportunity 
to eat dinner, enjoy fellowship, and attend choir or study all on one night.  A 
nursery is available from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.  
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Wednesday Night Live  schedule is as follows: 
  
 5:15 p.m. 
  Carillon Handbell Choir  .....................................  Music Room 215-A 
 
 6:00 p.m. 
  Supper  ...........................................................................  Wilson Hall 

Cost:  adults $5, children $3, maximum per family $15 
Contact:  Nancy Moody (moody3290@gmail.com) 

Your meal is free the week of your birthday. 
 

 6:30 p.m.-8:15 p.m. 
  Adult Choir: 
  Chancel/Chapel Choir  .......................................  Music Room 215-B 
 
 6:45 p.m.—тΥол p.m. 
        Children (4 years—6th grade): .......................................... Room 210 

   
  Youth (7th grade—12th grade): ....................................... Room 120 
      
  Adult Program ...................................... Barr Conference Room 211 
   
   

 

Wednesday Nights at First Presbyterian Church, Franklin, Tennessee  
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A nursery is provided for infants and toddlers for  Wednesday Night Live activities between 
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. downstairs in Rooms 111 & 112.  Nursery and childcare for older children 

will extend through the end of the adult choir rehearsal upon request. 
 

Nursery Coordinators: Kelly Oldham (ekellyoldham@gmail.com) and  
Kate Lasseter (katelasseter@yahoo.com) 

  
 

In case  inclement weather, call the church office or look on the church website.



 

 

MINISTRIES 
 

All the ministries of this church seek to fulfill our mission to “respond to God’s 
grace through worship, study, and service.”  Our active witness takes many 
forms, encompasses all ages, and reflects the dynamic work of the spirit in our 
midst.  We invite you to prayerfully consider your gifts and God’s call to you, 
and then connect with one or more of these ministries. 

 
 

~ Preschool ~ 
First Presbyterian Preschool 
First Presbyterian Preschool has a three-star rating from the state -- its highest 
rating for quality.  The preschool is in operation Monday through Friday, from 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., mid-August through mid-May with aftercare and a 
summer camp.  Children may come two, three or four days, depending upon 
age and class.  Classes are available for two, three, four and five year olds from 
both the congregation and the community.  The Preschool is licensed with the 
State of Tennessee Department of Human Services.  For more information, 
contact the Preschool Director, Cheri Lindsley, at 791-9061 
(clindsley@fpcfranklin.org).  Website:  www.fpfpreschool.com. 
 
 

~ Children ~ 
Acolytes 
Beginning in third grade and extending through adulthood, you have the 
opportunity to serve as worship leaders through our Acolyte program.  Training 
is provided throughout the year.  Please contact the coordinator if your student 
is interested.  Contact: Michael Snoddy (msnoddy@fpcfranklin.org). 
 
ChildrenΩs Library 
Our Children’s Library is located in Room 210 (right outside of Wilson Hall to 
the left of the Barr Conference Room).  If you haven’t visited the library lately, 
please take time to come and borrow some books with your child.  We 
currently have over 900 items including books, DVD’s, CD’s and a collection of 
parent resources.  Each child may borrow up to 5 books and 2 DVD/CD’s for a 3 
week period.  Contact: Kim Joiner (kjoiner@fpcfranklin.org). 
 
 
 

Ministries at First Presbyterian Church, Franklin, Tennessee  
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Friends on a Mission 
Friends on a Mission is for 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students and families. There 
will be opportunities a few times a semester for the students and parents to get to 
know each other better through serving, working together, having fellowship, and 
playing games together.  Contact: Kim Joiner (kjoiner@fpcfranklin.org). 
 
Sexuality Course I 
This is the first course in our sexuality education program and is available to 
students in the fifth or sixth grade.  The course will include basic biological and 
developmental information, suggestions for open communication between 
student and parents, and an introduction to the fact that sexuality is an integral 
part of being human. Contact Kim Joiner (kjoiner@fpcfranklin.org). 
 
Vacation Bible School 
This four-day long event, for children ages four through sixth grade, is conducted 
every year during the summer.  The program consists of a variety of activities 
including Bible stories, music, special projects and supervised recreation.  The fifth 
and sixth grade students participate in a mission camp.  VBS will be held June 17-
20, 2019.  Contact: Jennifer Sower (vbs@fpcfranklin.org). 
 

 
~ Youth ~ 

You can keep up to date with FPC’s Youth Ministry in the following ways: 
Facebook: fb.me/YouthFPCF 

Instagram: @YouthFPCF 
Twitter: @YouthFPCF 

 
Sunday Night Summit (7th - 12th grade) 
This is a holistic program for group fellowship, education, worship and mission.  A 
meal team will provide dinner each week at a low cost to participants.  SNS meets 
from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.  Students will participate in both large group and small 
group activities.  For small groups students will be divided into middle school and 
high school groups.  Contact: Linzi Anderson (landerson@fpcfranklin.org). 
 
Sexuality Course II 
This is the Second course in our sexuality education program and is available to 
students in the seventh or eighth  grade (and it can always be taken twice if you 
desire your youth to go through it twice).  The course will include more in-depth 
biological and developmental information, suggestions for open communication 
between student and parents, what qualities we desire to be in relationship with, 
and most importantly the fact that sexuality is part of who we are and “who we 
are” is a gift from God.   Contact: Kim Joiner (kjoiner@fpcfranklin.org). 

Ministries at First Presbyterian Church, Franklin, Tennessee  
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Sexuality Course III 
This is the Third course in our sexuality education program and is available to 
students in grades 9-12 (one can attend it more than once).  The course will focus 
on decision making and responsible behavior (this may include not only 
relationship decisions but drugs, alcohol, and how we present ourselves on the 
internet).  We will cover briefly biological and developmental information, ways of 
communicating with parents, what qualities we want in a partner, and how 
sexuality is part of who we are and a gift from God.  Contact:  Kim Joiner 
(kjoiner@fpcfranklin.org). 
 

~ Adult ~ 
Flower Ministry 
Many people are involved in the Flower Ministry in a variety of ways.  Each week, 
volunteers order and arrange the worship flowers, other volunteers come to 
church on Monday morning to rearrange the flowers into vases, and then a third 
set of volunteers deliver the arrangements to members of our congregation who 
have been in the hospital, had a death in the family, or are homebound.  If you 
would like to serve in any part of this ministry, please contact Anne Keener 
(akeener@fpcfranklin.org).  
 
Growth Groups 
These are small groups that meet for 10 weeks in members’ homes or at church.  
New groups form each February and September.  Growth Groups provide 
opportunities for sharing, study, and prayer.  We invite you to embrace community 
and join a Growth Group. Contact: Anne Keener (akeener@fpcfranklin.org). 
 
Meal Ministry 
This ministry provides meals for members who would benefit from a meal for 
various reasons such as hospitalization, illness, death in the family or the 
wonderful occasion of a new birth or adoption. Each meal is a sign of God’s love to 
those receiving it. We are always looking for both cooks and drivers.  If you would 
like to serve in this way, please contact Sue Mahurin (srmahurin@aol.com). 
 
MenΩs Bible Study 
The Men’s Bible Study meets at 7:30 a.m. on Saturdays in the library.  The class 
was founded circa 2000 by Gail White.  Fisherman’s Guide lesson plans are used 
and a Facilitator coordinates the lesson including matters of Theological or Historic 
interest concerning Bible books selected from the Old and New Testaments.  
Contacts:  Hugh DuPree (hughjdupree@gmail.com) or Duke Ellis 
(familyellisd@att.net). 
 

Ministries at First Presbyterian Church, Franklin, Tennessee  
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Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Women of all ages meet to knit and have fellowship.  The prayer shawls are given 
to those needing to feel God’s presence during a difficult time.  They meet twice a 
month at the home of Julia McGirt, 714 Murfreesboro Road, Franklin.  Contact:  
Karen Hanson (klh680@charter.net). 
 

Presbyterian Women 
Presbyterian Women meet each month (September through May) for inspiration 
and fellowship through Bible study and involvement in various types of service.    
They meet on the second Tuesday of each month, 9:45 - 10:45 a.m., in the church 
parlor.  Study leader is Nancy Faye Williams.  Contact: Betty Willoughby (615-794-
1131). 
 

Primetimers (Older Adult Ministry) 
The ministry includes education, fellowship, nurture, and service. Events are 
planned by the Adult Christian Education committee. Contact:  Jean Acklin 
(jpacklin@gmail.com). 
 

RideShare Ministry 
RideShare Ministry helps connect those who are unable to drive to church with 
those in the congregation willing to share a ride with them. If you are in need of a 
ride or can supply one, email rideshare@fpcfranklin.org. 
 
Senior Ministry Bridge Group 
This group meets on Thursdays from 9:30 a.m. - noon in Room 206.  Contact:  Katie 
Schutt (katieschutt@bellsouth.net). 
 

Stephen Ministry 
A Stephen Minister is a trained lay person who provides free, confidential, one-to-
one Christian care.  We have been a Stephen Ministry Congregation since 2003.  To 
request a Stephen Minister or learn more, use the confidential email:  
stephenministry@fpcfranklin.org or the confidential voicemail:  615-746-7888.  
 

Visitation Ministry 
Visitation Ministry provides structure for members to visit with other members 
who are unable to attend worship or would appreciate a visit. These one on one 
conversations provide connections and reflect God’s love. If you would like to 
serve in this ministry, contact Karen Hanson klh680@charter.net or Sandra Fields 
sandrafields50@comcast.net. 
 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
Pastor Chris leads this Bible Study on Wednesday mornings, 10:30 - 12:00 p.m. in 
Room 211, Barr Conference Room, during the fall and spring.  Join us this fall as we 
explore Grateful: The Transformative Power of Giving Thanks, by Diana Butler Bass.  
All are welcome to attend September 19 - November 14. 

Ministries at First Presbyterian Church, Franklin, Tennessee  
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~ Music and Arts Ministry ~ 
Contact Michael Snoddy (msnoddy@fpcfranklin.org)   

Director of Music/Organist 
 

The Music and Arts Ministry is often one of the most vital of any congregation as it 
has a unique ability to challenge, excite, and inspire the people in extraordinary 
ways.  Additionally, it has a crucial role to play in the church’s overall vision and 
mission. 
 

Such goals can be reached when it is engaging and exciting for the children, youth, 
and adults who participate.  These are also realized when all of the participants, 
regardless of age, are bound together in the challenge and commitment for 
ministry; that together they know their work can truly change the world for the 
Gospel, the heart of the church. 
 

Please accept our personal invitation for you to join your musical “tithe” to ours in 
the Music and Arts Ministries  of First Presbyterian Church.  Below is a current list 
of ministry opportunities.  For more information/current schedule, please contact 
the Director of Music in the Music Office. 
 

Current Ministry Opportunities 
Adult Choir 
Chancel/Chapel Choir   
 Rehearses on Wednesday evenings in Music Room 215-B at 6:30 p.m. 
 (August through May) 
 

Handbell Choir 
Carillon Handbell Choir  
 Rehearses on Wednesday evenings in Music Room 215-A at 5:15 p.m.  
 (August through May) 
 

Sunday ChildrenΩs Sunday School Music 
The Children’s Sunday School hour begins each week with a gathering time of song 
and a Bible story introduction.  Join us each Sunday morning in Music Room 215-B 
at 9:45 a.m. 
 

ChildrenΩs Choirs (K-2) and (3-6)  Coming in January 2019! 
 

Community Arts 
For centuries the church was the center of culture and commerce.  It was here that 
artisans and musicians presented their best works; dramatists also produced their 
morality plays to teach and to entertain.  Throughout the ages, a city’s most 
enduring arts have found their expression in the church. 
 

This tradition provides the inspiration and foundation for fostering the arts within 
the community of First Presbyterian Church and beyond.  We invite you to join us 
to celebrate the faith through Music and Arts. 

Ministries at First Presbyterian Church, Franklin, Tennessee  
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~ Mission ~ 
¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ Ct/ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭƭȅ ϧ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ŀƭǎƻ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴΦ  Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴΣ Ƴŀƴȅ Ct/ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ōŀǎƛǎΦ 
  
!Řǳƭǘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΥ  5ƻƳŜǎǘƛŎκDƭƻōŀƭκaŜŘƛŎŀƭ 
We provide both domestic and global opportunities yearly.  We strive towards 
putting our congregation out into the world to share grace and support in various 
ways.   In 2018 we sent global teams to Lesvos, Greece in support of refugees and 
the volunteers who maintain Camp Moria where so many are living.   Domestically, 
we sent a team to Jonesville, Virginia in partnership with the Appalachian Service 
Project. 
  
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ wŜŘ /Ǌƻǎǎ ς .ƭƻƻŘ 5ǊƛǾŜǎ 
The American Red Cross is the largest single supplier of blood and blood products 
in the United States, collecting and processing approximately 40 percent of the 
blood supply.  FPC supports this lifesaving mission by hosting up to three blood 
drives per year. 
  
Basic Essentials Cart 
Find it in Wilson Hall, always ready to be overfilled with food and necessities that 
we pass on to our neighbors.  Our intention is to keep mission work in our 
everyday lives as we make the purchases that sustain our homes and lives.  Simply 
buy extra of any item on your list, whether dried or canned goods, spices or 
cooking oils, toiletries, paper goods and bring them to the Cart.  Children can help 
decide on or purchase items as well as placing them in the cart, a great Sunday 
morning tradition. We regularly distribute items between GraceWorks, Bridges, 
and My Friend’s House. 
  
Better Decisions 
A volunteer-driven organization that attracts women who seek a personal and 
meaningful volunteer experience, Better Decisions brings together women from 
varied backgrounds and gives them a unique opportunity to learn from each 
other.   They have trained more than 1200 volunteers who have taught and 
mentored over 1500 women incarcerated in Nashville at the TN Prison for 
Women.  Four FPC women have undergone this short training and go once per 
week for 9 consecutive weeks to teach and mentor once in the fall and/or in the 
spring.    
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Bridges of Williamson County 
Bridges Domestic Violence Center serves women, men, and their children affected 
by domestic violence, ensuring a safe transition to successful independent living 
through education, intervention, and case management. FPC collects food and 
toiletry items for the residents at Bridges. "The Bible Class" Sunday School yearly 
takes a monetary collection for the mothers residing there at Christmas. 
 
BrightStone 
BrightStone is a comprehensive work, social support, and future residential 
community for adults with special needs, helping them develop mentally, 
physically, socially, emotionally, and spiritually.  We work annually with them 
during our March 2NDSAT at their beautiful new property, cleaning the main 
house and cabin, removing brush, and mulching the property.  We always look 
forward to seeing BrightStone pottery, foods, and cards in Wilson Hall during the 
Advent Season.   
  
GraceWorks Ministries 
GraceWorks is a ministry for those in need in Williamson County. We support 
them with food/toiletry collections as well as through our "Share the Table" 
program that operates during the summer months.   We support the GraceWorks 
Manger program, a “store-like” event where families can come and shop for 
Christmas presents. Collections for the Manger are gathered during December but 
also taken year round at the Basic Essentials Cart. We devote both the January 
and May 2NDSAT in partnership with GraceWorks to collect and assemble Fuel 
Bags, a much needed staple sent home from schools each Friday with some shelf 
stable foods to children and families in need. 
  
Habitat for Humanity 
Habitat for Humanity works in partnership with people in need to build and 
renovate affordable homes. The houses are then sold to those in need at no profit 
and with no interest charged. Volunteers provide most of the labor, and individual 
and corporate donors provide money and materials to build Habitat houses. FPC 
has contributed funds and helped to build several of the homes in Williamson 
County.  This past June we worked on the Columbia home of Aja Silvestri, which 
was dedicated later that month.  
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Hard Bargain Association 
A non-profit organization addressing the issue of affordable housing in Franklin by 
preserving Hard Bargain, a historic African American neighborhood founded over 
130 years ago.  The association builds affordable new homes for low to moderate 
income families and rehabs existing homes of elderly and low income residents 
with the help of donated services and materials, volunteer labor, and financial 
contributions. FPC members are active in HBA by serving on the board of 
directors and teaching computer classes in the community center located in the 
neighborhood.   
 
Insight Counseling Centers of Tennessee 
Insight’s goal is to restore lives to wholeness - mentally, emotionally, and 
spiritually. Insight provides pastoral counseling and professionally licensed 
psychotherapy to any individual, couple, or family in our community.  They offer 
help and healing from a heart of compassion and personal faith that accepts and 
respects the beliefs of every individual with whom they work.    

  
Kairos Prison Ministry 
Kairos is a lay-led, interdenominational Christian ministry that allows volunteers 
to work with individuals who are incarcerated and their families. There is one 
man from FPC who actively works with this organization and enlists support from 
others. 
  
Living Waters for the World 
Living Waters for the World is the global mission resource of the Synod of Living 
Waters PC(USA).   They train and equip mission teams to share the gift of clean, 
sustainable water.  In April, we had one FPC member train in Oxford, Mississippi 
on the Health Education Track, which instructs individuals how to teach our 
international partners about the health benefits of using clean water 
appropriately.  In May, we joined— both financially and with one team member—
with the Franklin Breakfast Rotary Club on the construction of  a water system in 
Guatemala.  
  
Martha OΩBryan Center 
Martha O’Bryan has been a ministry of the  Middle Tennessee Presbytery, PC
(USA) since 1894.  This center is located in the heart of the James A. Cayce 
Homes.  The Center operates as a Christian outreach ministry, supporting and 
empowering individuals and families in need living in East Nashville and the 
surrounding communities.  The June Miss Martha's Ice Cream Crankin’ fundraiser 
event is anticipated yearly by both ice cream makers and attendees.  FPC 
provided our bus and drivers to the main event on Sunday to transport attendees 
from the parking lot to the Crankin’, where members host the FPC Table on the 
grounds each year.  
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Meals on Wheels 
Meals on Wheels is a non-profit organization that provides home-delivered nutritious 
meals to seniors to address senior isolation and hunger.  Several FPC members help 
prepare and deliver meals for more than 100 elderly and disabled residents in 
Williamson County on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday of the first week of each 
month.   It is a wonderful group of men and women to work with whether only one 
time to help keep routes running or you find yourself going back monthly, both are 
needed and invited! 
  
Monroe Harding ChildrenΩs Home 
A ministry of Middle Tennessee Presbytery of the PC(USA), this children's home has 
served in Nashville since 1893.  They provide the basics: food, clothing and shelter, as 
well as foster homes, group living, mentoring, relationship-building skills, safety and 
structure, encouragement, spiritual formation, life skills training, education, job 
placement, and more. This gives every young person the opportunity to live a whole, 
happy, and independent life. 
  
My Friend's House  
My Friend’s House Family and Children Services, Inc. is a non-profit organization that 
provides therapeutic services to children. My Friend’s House is a group home for boys 
operated by Williamson County Youth, Inc., which began its operation in 1988.  The 
ultimate goal and purpose of My Friend’s House is to reunite youth with their 
families. When reunification is not an option, My Friend’s House works 
collaboratively with the Department of Children’s Services to make every effort to 
find the best possible solution for the youth’s future, to including transitional living, 
foster home, or relative placement. Our congregation provides items from the Basic 
Essentials Cart and occasional special meals for the boys. 
  
OneGenAway 
One Generation Away was birthed from the dream that we can eliminate poverty, 
racism, and denominationalism in our lifetime. They put food into the hands of those 
who are hungry by setting up food deliveries right into neighborhoods. Recipients 
need only show up, no qualifying required.  We partnered with them for our 
November and December 2NDSAT last year.  The December event was attended by 
the 6th grade Confirmation Class and their Covenant Partners as their joint mission 
project last year. 
  
 
 
 

22 



 

 

 
Room In The Inn 
Room In The Inn’s mission is to provide programs that emphasize human 
development and recovery through education, self-help and work, centered in 
community and long term support for those who call the streets of Nashville home. In 
addition to their daytime campus, Room In The Inn offers a winter shelter program, 
partnering with local congregations to provide food and shelter for those 
experiencing homelessness from November through March each year. Our 
congregation welcomes fourteen men or fourteen women to share Wednesday Night 
Live with us.  We have dinner together then they are invited to join us in Bible 
study.  On Thursday morning we serve breakfast and give them a sack lunch to take 
along.  We offer each guest warm coats and jackets, personal items, and fellowship.   
  
2ND SAT 
Each month on the second Saturday, we host a multigenerational day of 
service.  During our 2NDSAT events, we work with our mission partners in various 
ways, seeking to do meaningful work, create relationships, and offer hands on 
support to our local community.    
 
Society of St. Andrew 
The Society of St. Andrew brings people together to harvest and share healthy food, 
reduce food waste, and build caring communities by offering nourishment to hungry 
neighbors. SoSA relies on support from donors, volunteers, and farmers as they glean 
nutritious excess produce from farmers' fields and orchards after harvest and deliver 
it to people in need across the United States. We partner with them for three 
2NDSAT events: a February Sweet Potato Drop and a July Green Bean Drop as well as 
a November Gleaning event at a local farm. 
 
UKirk Nashville 
UKirk, the PC(USA) campus ministry for Belmont and Vanderbilt, is a Christian 
community dedicated to experiencing Christ on campus through worship, mission, 
and fellowship. FPC members occasionally take dinner to share with the students and 
join them in worship. 
  
¢ƘŜ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǎǘǊƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ 
ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΣ ǾŀƭǳŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘΗ  /ƻƴǘŀŎǘΥ  ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴϪŦǇŎŦǊŀƴƪƭƛƴΦƻǊƎ 
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