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Lent and Easter at FPC

The sanctuary will be open during office hours, 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., each day during Lent.
Ash Wednesday - February 14, 6:45 p.m.
Midweek Lenten Services - Wednesday Nights Feb. 21, 28, March 7, 14, 21 6:45 p.m.
Spirituality Center - Room 211 - Opens the first Sunday in Lent - A sacred space for all ages.
6:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Guided Meditation in the Sanctuary
6:15 a.m. and 6:15 p.m. Gentle Yoga in the Spirituality Center
Palm Sunday - March 25, 2018—8:30 and 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Maundy Thursday - March 29, 2018—6:00 p.m.
Good Friday - March 30, 2018—7:00 p.m.
Easter Egg Hunt - Saturday, March 31, 11:00 a.m. - The children of the church enjoy games in Wilson Hall
and an egg hunt on the grounds.
Easter Sunrise - April 1, 2018 joint services at Historic Franklin Presbyterian Church - 6:00 a.m.
Easter Day - April 1, 2018 Worship services at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.

P a g e

T h e

2

F r a n k l i n

P r e s b y t e ri a n

The Next Day: God and Suffering

Lenten Sermon Series
Where is God when we suffer? Where is God when those we love are hurting? Where is God when we see
situations in the world of warfare, famine, and disease?
If God created the world and is all-powerful and all-loving, why is there suffering and evil in the world at all?
How is God present to us in our suffering in ways that provide real help?
These are ancient questions, and it is tempting to simply dismiss them as unanswerable.
They may be questions without an answer, but our love for the world, our love for our fellow humanity, our love
for family and friends close to us – all these loves will not permit us to easily dismiss the questions.
We cannot dismiss the questions because they go to the root of our relationship with God and one another.
We cannot dismiss the questions because we are called to weep with those who weep.
We cannot dismiss the questions because we continue to worship, even in the midst of suffering.
And, mostly, we cannot dismiss the questions because those who came before us, from the very beginning, did
not dismiss them, but embraced the struggle as part of what it means to live in faith.
I will be exploring these and other questions during the season of Lent in my preaching. I invite you to reflect on
your own experiences of suffering and those you see around you, near or far, and join us in worship as we,
together, turn our faces to God who we continue to proclaim is full of love and power.
These sermons are the last stage of my project for the Doctor of Ministry, which is entitled, Words for the Next
Day: Reformed Theology after Suffering.

Peace,
Pastor Chris

Wednesday, February 14 – Ash Wednesday
Genesis 32:22-32
The Wrestling Congregation

Sunday, March 4 - Third Sunday of Lent
Matthew 27:45-56
Forsaken

Sunday, February 18 – First Sunday of Lent
Job 7
I Will not Restrain My Mouth

Sunday, March 11 - Fourth Sunday of Lent
Jonah 3-4
Should God Not Be Concerned?

Sunday, February 25 – Second Sunday of Lent
Philippians 2:5-11
The Same Mind

Sunday, March 25 - Palm Sunday
Mark 11:1-11
Hosanna on the Next Day

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Hospitality
Thank you to all who have served or are serving in our Hospitality Ministry.
The warm smile and greeting at the door is the first interaction a guests has with our
community of faith. The hospitality team plays an important part in making guests feel
welcome. This welcoming ministry belongs to all of us, whether we serve in the hospitality
team or not. It is each and every member’s role to look around and greet those they do not
know. Will that mean you may greet another member? Yes, and that will be okay. We all
want to be greeted, and getting to know other members is always a good thing.
How can you help welcome others? Before worship, greet those around you, especially if
there is someone you don’t recognize. Pass the peace with someone you do not know if
possible. Following the service, again greet those around you that you do not know and
invite them to join you in Wilson Hall or your Sunday School class.

"Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of
God." Romans 15:7

Have you noticed the verse above the sanctuary doors? We are called to welcome others because Christ welcomes us.
We are all beloved children of God, which make us all brothers and sisters in Christ. There is always room for more at
our table, whether it is at the Communion table, a dinner table in Wilson Hall, or a Sunday School table.
I encourage you to look for ways to welcome another each time you are at church. How could you offer hospitality on
a Wednesday night as someone walks in the door for Wednesday Night Live for the first time and sees groups of people
talking and not knowing where to go? How could you offer hospitality on a Sunday night as a child or youth comes to
Sunday Night Summit for the first time? How could you offer hospitality on a Saturday morning as a family arrives for
their first 2NDSAT?
I pray we each have eyes to see those new to our community and
then offer hospitality in our own unique way. May we see the face
of Christ in the other, and may they see the face of Christ in us.
Peace, Anne Keener

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Christian Education ...Faith Formation for All Ages

Love...and Learn About...Your Neighbor
Wednesday Night Live 2018
The WNL series will continue with:

Come to the Table by Mike Moyers

January 31 - Loving our Neighbors at Our Place Nashville—
Dr. Jaco Hamman, Vanderbilt Divinity School Associate Professor of Religion, Psychology, and Culture and co-founder of
“Our Place Nashville,” formerly The Nashville Intellectual
and Developmental Disabilities Housing Group, will present
about this unique housing community. Dr. Hamman, a native
of South Africa, gave us an introduction to the Belhar Confession statement of belief in the fall. He is passionate about
his work and an engaging speaker. Learn more at
www.ourplacenashville.org

(Artwork is located in the sanctuary narthex)
“This painting is a vision of God’s grace and
serves as a reminder of how we are to be to
each other. The painting depicts a peaceable,
abundant table which has been prepared for all
ages, genders, races, and abilities. Among the
variety of food on the table, there are
also sacramental symbols of bread, wine, and
water. The figures are vague and rough around
the edges because we come together as we are,
with all our imperfections. Near the bottom,
there is an empty place setting which is an open
sign of grace for all people present, separated,
departed, and yet to come.” - Mike Moyers

February 7 – Learning about Living with Physical Disabilities We will hear from Gary Harmon as he shares his personal
story of living with physical disabilities. He has two prosthetic legs, no right hand and only two fingers on the left,
and has a message that will help us learn about our differences. He is the author of My Daddy Takes Off His Legs.
which will be for sale for $16.40. He will be open for questions to help us all accept our differences. Learn more about
Gary at www.harmonspeaks.com.
February 14 - Ash Wednesday service for everyone, 6:45
p.m. in the sanctuary.

Wednesday Night Live (WNL) has something for everyone!
WNL is our midweek evening program for all ages. Even with all the busy schedules many take this
opportunity to connect with their church family. Come and join us!
5:15 –6:30 pm Adult Handbell Rehearsal
6:00 MEAL SERVED IN WILSON HALL
6:30—8:15 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal
6:45—7:30 pm Adult, Youth, Children and Nursery programs
If you come to WNL on your birthday week your meal is free! WNL dinner is served buffet style at 6:00. The
meal is only $5 for adults, $3 for children and a $15 family max.
Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Christian Education ...Faith Formation for All Ages

2018 Summer Church Camp
Plan to attend with Church
friends!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

NaCoMe online registration is
open

SAVE THE DATE

OUR CHURCH PAYS 1/2 THE EARLY BIRD

June 18-21, 9-12 noon

REGISTRATION FEE!
FPC Half Fee Code: Franklin18

Parents and Grandparents: Come Learn Preventative Measures
“Youth Suicide Prevention”
Sunday, Feb. 25 at Sunday Night Summit, 5:30 p.m.
This is not an easy topic but Terry Love has agreed to share his knowledge of facts, warning signs and protective
measures that may help parents of children 10-18 years old. Terry is an FPC member, parent of a 13-year-old and
serves as the Injury Prevention Manager for the Tennessee Dep. Of Health. He has over 20 years experience in
community-based prevention with a goal of impacting
multiple injuries including, but not limited to: motor
vehicle crashes, traumatic brain injury, suicide, and
intimate partner violence.
The presentation will include:

•

Data on the number and rate of suicides in Tennessee

•

Discussion of suicide risk factors and warning signs

Mom’s Book Club
February 22, 2018

CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP

All mom’s are invited to join for a monthly fellowship, book discussion and
sharing of prayer concerns and joys. We meet at 7:00 p.m. and this month
we are reading:
Looking for Lovely, Collecting the Moments that Matter by Annie F. Downs

“In Looking for Lovely, Annie F. Downs shares personal stories, biblical
truth, and examples of how others have courageously walked the path God
paved for their lives by remembering all God had done, loving what was
right in front of them, and seeing God in the everyday—whether that be
nature, friends, or the face they see in the mirror.”
Sign up on the Blue Connection Card on Sunday or email the host:
Jennifer Sower, jennifer.sower@gmail.com 1904 Canary Court, Franklin
Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Christian Education ...Faith Formation for All Ages

Confirmation Retreat
Tinkertoy Challenge is always a hit and great learning experience for our confirmation program. Thanks to all the
Covenant Partners for making the retreat a priority. FPC is grateful for our leaders Susan Freeman Burns and Mike
Moyers.

Have you tried a Sunday School Class?
MANY OPTIONS AND START TIMES FOR ADULTS

9:45 a.m.
The Bible Class, Room 207
Christian Faith and Life, Room 201, Adult Library
Exploration, Room 211, Barr Conference Room
Feasting on the Word, Room 218, Parlor
Living Faith, Room 213
9:55 a.m.
Parenting at All Stages and Ages, Room 215-B, Music Room
10:00 a.m.
Crossroads, Room 208

Sunday School is Christian education along with support and care from a small group; relationship building;
learning how to serve your neighbor; prayer time for your journey and making connections with your FPC family.

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Spirituality Center Opens First Sunday in Lent
Our Spirituality Center evolved from a small Prayer Garden for
children to a large floor labyrinth and prayer stations for adults,
youth and children that are creatively placed throughout the Barr
Conference Room 211 during Lent. The center will be open
anytime you are at church, the lighting and water fountains can
easily be turned on by individuals. There are prayer stations for
individuals and/or family groups . The soothing floor labyrinth is
ready for your prayer walk. Come...be still...pray creatively.
NEW OFFERING FOR 2018: On Tuesdays and Thursdays you are
invited to join for guided meditation, gentle yoga, and/or personal
reflection time in the Spirituality Center. Find the time that fits
your schedule and join as I lead very simple guided meditations in
the sanctuary and gentle yoga in the Spirituality Center, Room 211.
The distractions and busyness are everywhere. Join me for prayer
and stretching to connect with God who is as close as our breath.
6:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M. Guided Meditation in the Sanctuary
6:15 A.M. and 6:15 P.M. Gentle Yoga in the Spirituality Center
- Kim Joiner

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Welcome our new members
Welcome to our newest members, Brian, Kelly, Aidan and Bella Lang. On Sunday, January 21, they met with the session
and united with our congregation. We are delighted to have them as part of our faith community and to be part of
their faith journey. Please find an opportunity to introduce yourself and welcome them.

Brian, Kelly, Aidan and Bella have been worshiping with us since
the fall. One reason they started attending was the desire for
their children to be involved in a thriving youth ministry. Aidan
and Bella jumped right in and have gotten involved, including
attending the NaCoMe youth retreat and the recent lock-in.
We give thanks for God calling them to be part of our community
of faith and look forward to growing together.

Inquirer Lunch
"Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God." Romans 15:7
Are you looking for a church home or would simply like to learn more about our community of faith at FPC Franklin?
We invite you to join us Sunday, March 4, following the 11:00 worship service for our Inquirer Lunch. It is a wonderful
opportunity to learn how God is at work through the mission and ministries of our congregation, to tour the church
facility, and to make connections with others in our faith community. Contact Anne Keener (akeener@fpcfranklin.org
or 615-794-5114 x229) to reserve your place at the table. The deadline to sign up is Sunday, February 25, and
childcare is provided if needed. We hope you will join us.

Stephen Ministry
“To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” 1 Corinthians 12:7
All of us are given gifts from God. Our Stephen Ministers have been given the gift of caring for
others. They are ready to utilize their gifts. If you or someone you know could benefit from a Christian
caregiver, tell them about our Stephen Ministry program. To find out more information call our confidential
telephone line at 615-746-7888 or email stephenministry@fpcfranklin.org.

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Flowers & Vases
Have you considered donating the worship flowers in memory or honor of someone? We
have a wonderful team of members who take turns arranging the worship flowers. You
simply donate $85, and they will order and arrange the flowers. As of today, we have the
following dates open:
February 18

June 3, 10, 17

September 16, 23, 30

March 4, 18

July 1, 8, 22, 29

October 28

April 8, 15, 29

August 12, 19

November 4, 11, 25

May 20
If you would like to donate the flowers for a Sunday, please email Becky Garner at
rgarner@fpcfranklin.org, call the church office (615-794-5114), or stop by the church and sign up on
the chart out outside Becky’s office.

THANK YOU
Our beautiful worship flowers are lovingly arranged each Saturday by members of our congregation
who give of their time. Please join us in thanking those who give of their time this way: Lucy Battle,
Vivian Coble, Darcie Cross, Sherri Darnell, Talbott Grimm, Hope Hallum, Kate Lasseter, Missy
McKeand, Nancy Moody, Jane Plumley, Margaret Roberts, Karen Sartin, and Judith Wilson. They always welcome
more, so if you love arranging flowers or would like to learn how to arrange flowers, please contact Margaret Roberts
(615-584-4013 or jimroberts45@comcast.net) to learn more.
What happens to these beautiful flowers after worship? Jane Plumley and Margaret Roberts faithfully rearrange the
flowers each Monday into smaller arrangements that other members deliver to those who are homebound, have been
in the hospital, have experienced a death, or are celebrating the joy of a new birth or adoption. Thank you to those
who spend some of their Monday once a month or as needed to deliver these flowers: Michele Boyette, Linda and
Keith Legenzoff, Ruth Osburn, Kathy Schwartz, Judith Wilson, and Mary Jane Wormer. We are always looking for more
smiling faces to deliver these arrangements. If you would like to get involved, please contact Anne Keener.

FLOWER VASES
We are in need of vases to use when we rearrange the worship flowers each Monday when we deliver them
to members of congregation reminding them of our love and prayers. If you have vases to donate, please
bring them to church and leave on the counter in the kitchen. Thank you!

Keep in Touch Ministry
College students are important members of our congregation, even when they are
away at school. We are trying to keep in touch with them by sending them a care
package for them to receive as they are away at school. We would love your help
in filling the packages! We are collecting popcorn and snack size Valentine’s Day
candy to include in the packages. We will have a box in Wilson Hall where you can
drop off donations through January 28, 2018. If you would like to provide a
monetary donation, please drop that off in the office and note that it is for the
Keep in Touch Project. Thank you for your help!
Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Meal Ministry
How are those New Year’s resolutions coming along? Here’s one you can add that will give you a warm glow and will
also brighten the lives of others. Sign up now to be a volunteer cook for the Meal Ministry! As a volunteer, you’ll be
on the email list to receive a notification when someone in our church family has a need for a meal. They may be
celebrating the birth or adoption of a new child or recovering from an accident, illness or surgery; perhaps there’s been
a death in the family.
It’s easy to do. When you receive the email simply click on the link; if there’s a date that works for your schedule, fill in
the information. You can choose to cook the entire meal or any portion of it, to cook and deliver or to take your food
to the church for someone else to deliver. If you’re not a cook but would like to be a part of this ministry you can also
volunteer to deliver the meals others have provided. The website automatically sends you a reminder the day before.
During our recent Making Connections Inside Out multigenerational Sunday School, Susan Haws shared what the meal
ministry meant to her while recovering from serious injuries following an accident.

“The Meal Ministry not only feeds the
body, but feeds the soul. It is an
example of what ‘Church’ means, when
the word is used as a verb!”
In 2017, we took over 100 meals to members of our church family with about 20 cooks. We would really like to have
some additional cooks so we can spread out the opportunities to cook. Please prayerfully consider volunteering for this
fulfilling ministry. Each meal is a sign to the recipient of the love and prayers of our congregation.
To sign up as a volunteer or for more information regarding this ministry please contact Sue Mahurin by phone or text
at 615-516-7013 or by email at srmahurin@aol.com.

Visitation Ministry
Thank you to all who came to the Visitation Ministry training this week. We are
grateful to all who have been part of bringing life to this important ministry
including the strategy team, the ministry leadership, and the members who
have agreed to serve. Visits will begin in the next month.
The Visitation Ministry is a newly formed ministry where FPC members will visit
others in our congregation who may be homebound or limited in their mobility
and would welcome visits, prayers, and conversations. It is a wonderful way for
those who may not be able to worship with us to be connected to the body of
Christ. As each different person visits them, they will be reminded of the love
and prayers of our congregation.
We are grateful for the positive response from members, but please know
there is always a place for you to serve in this ministry. If you would like more
information, contact Karen Hanson (KLH680@charter.net ; cell- 407 341-3944)
or Sandra Fields (sandrafields50@comcast.net; cell - 615 406-4886.)
Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Growth Groups
Thank you to all our Growth Group facilitators:
Dan and Joy Crunk, Sandra Fields, Christi
Granstaff, Karen Hanson, Barb Heerman, Chris
and Kim Joiner, Jim and Anne Keener, Vance and
Jessica Lahey, Clarke and Susan Oldham, Dale
and Barbara Roos, Jaclyn Tarkington, Sally
Wanzer, and Betty Webb.

We had a wonderful time of training Sunday
afternoon as we learned together, which only
increased our excitement for the coming groups.
Thank you to Sally Wanzer for sharing her time
and talents with creating this training. A
highlight was hearing why each person
appreciates being part of a Growth Group. Each
of us has a story. Growth Groups provide space
to share our story and to add to our story.

We are looking forward to another wonderful season of Growth Groups.
We still have room in a few groups:
Sunday

7:00-8:30 p.m.

Thompson’s Station

Sunday

7:15-8:45 p.m.

Fieldstone Farms

Monday

9:30-11:00 a.m. FPC Parlor

Monday

7:00-8:30 p.m.

Fieldstone Farms

Tuesday

7:00-8:30 p.m.

Fieldstone Farms

Please click here to sign up by this Sunday, February 4, or contact Anne Keener
(akeener@fpcfranklin.org or 615-794-5114 x229) for more information. Books are
still available to purchase for $12 in the church office or there is also a Kindle
version available. Growth Groups create opportunities to foster authentic
relationships in small groups through connection, discussion, and prayer. We
invite you to join a group and journey with us through Lent.

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Making Connections Inside Out
We had a fun and informative multigenerational Sunday School on
January 7 highlighting how we are all connected as the body of Christ
and how we can deepen those connections. We began with a fun
activity that helped us visualize how we are all connected as we created
a web of yarn. As the number of people grew, the size of the circle grew.
Even with those who were so far apart that the yarn ball wouldn’t make
it there in one throw, we ended up all being connected to the same web.
We are all part of the body of Christ and are all connected. We each
have our own gifts, but together we are one and have all we need.

We learned how easy and important it is to
connect on social media. If you are on social
media, please like our FPC Franklin page, and then
like, comment, and share our posts. This is an
easy way for the community to learn more about
all the wonderful ways we are responding to God’s
grace. We also encourage you to post about
church related events. 2NDSATs would be a great
time to post about having fun while serving with
your church family.
To learn more about how to engage with FPC on
social media, contact Anne Keener
(akeener@fpcfranklin.org).
Barbara Roos, Christi Granstaff, and Emma Sower shared how being welcomed at FPC made them each feel
connected and created a sense of belonging immediately. As the body of Christ, we are all called to welcome others
and help them get connected with other members and into the life of the congregation.
When was the last time you played hangman? This was probably the first time most have played it with
over 70 people! After solving the words which were all caring ministries of FPC, we learned more about
each of the ministries and Betty Barcheski, Christi Granstaff, Susan Haws, and Karen Hanson each shared
how one of the ministries has impacted their life. To learn more about the Congregational Care ministries
(Growth Group Ministry, Meal Ministry, Stephen Ministry, Keep In Touch Ministry, Women's Retreat,
Visitation Ministry, Reconnect Ministry, New Member Dinner, Welcome Ministry, Flower Deliver Ministry,
Pictorial Directory, Transportation Ministry) contact Anne Keener (akeener@fpcfranklin.org).

Making connections is important for all of us. The more connected we are to one another,
the more we can help those new to our congregation get connected. Thank you for all who
attended, especially for those who shared what you post on social media and for those
who guessed Hangman answers and shared what knew about the ministries.
It is a new year. How can you get more connected at FPC in 2018?

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.

P a g e

1 3

Preschool News
First Presbyterian Church Preschool is a vibrant ministry of our church.
In the Reggio-inspired, project-approach classrooms, all students explore,
discover and take an active role in learning. Students participate in weekly
chapel programs, sing and move in music classes, grow flowers and food in
their garden, watch birds from the bird blind, and play! play! play! on the
playscape. For three weeks between Thanksgiving and Christmas, students
participated in a Light and Color Lab in the Movement Studio. Children went
multiple times to experiment and explore with color and light.
Registration for the 2018-2019 school year has begun! Enrollment for current, legacy, and church families begins
February 1. Enrollment is open to the community February 15. Preschool hours are 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. with
aftercare to 2:55 p.m. Children must be two years old by August 15, 2018, to enroll.
Call Cheri Lindsley at 615-791-9061 for information or to schedule a visit.

Room In The Inn Update
We are half way through our Room In the Inn Season! Since November,
our church has hosted 154 homeless men and women on Wednesday
nights. Weekly, FPC volunteers transport our guests from the downtown
campus, provide breakfast, lunch and share dinner with our guests. Church members arrive early to set up the
beds and others spend the night as Innkeepers. RITI happens on Wednesday nights, but it is a mission that takes
the whole of the church to accomplish. Thank you to everyone who has helped thus far to make this season so
successful.
We have 10 more weeks left and with all this recent weather it is easy to imagine that the need is great during
these cold months. There are several nights with our male guests for which we need Innkeepers. Now, that you
have started your new 2018 calendar, please see if you are available to spend the night at FPC with our guests.
The evenings that currently still needing volunteers are: 2/14, 2/28, 3/14, 3/28.
You may signup here www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c49aaa82ca31-fpc
or feel free to contact Namaste Anderson at nammer2649@aol.com.
The FPC RITI team has also decided to limit our collections for our guests to coats, hats, and gloves. Guests will
have the opportunity to shop through our coat closet during their stay. Please only donate warm, sturdy coats
and gloves.
Many thanks to FPC for your continued support of this important mission.

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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REMEMBER! Jan-October 2018 2NDSAT now begins at 9:00 a.m.!

What is 2NDSAT? FPC monthly workday for all ages. We work with
our mission partners in various ways, seeking to do meaningful
work, create relationships, and offer hands on support.
Who: FPC Family and Friends
What: Monthly Multigenerational Workday
When: 9:00 a.m. on Every Second Saturday of each month!

February 2NDSAT/Mission Partner:

Society of St. Andrew and our Annual
Sweet Potato Drop~ This one is close to our hearts because it marks the first ever
2NDSAT and begins our third year of 2NDSAT's; which are our monthly
multigenerational mission work days. Join us at FPC on 02/10 @ 9:00 a.m.
Check out the work of our Mission Partner: http://endhunger.org/

FPC Youth, Cara Moyers:

"I have been blessed
with the opportunity to share the love of Christ and fellowship in France, Portugal,
and Spain this summer as one of sixteen athletes invited to spread God's love
through jump rope by teaching, helping, and giving ropes to kids who cannot
afford sports. The organization is called "Turn", and strives to show impoverished
kids hope, love, compassion, and ambition through jump rope. I will spend three
weeks in Europe this July, and I am looking for sponsors to help support my calling.
I am responsible for $3,000 that includes costs of all transportation some food and
lodging, and travel insurance…" FPC Mission plans to join in this support and
invites the church family to join in this endeavor by one of our youth.
Mark donations: “Cara” http://fpcfranklin.org/home/pledge-and-give-online

Thank you!
On Sunday, January 21, 2018, FPC-Franklin hosted an American Red
Cross Blood Drive and 30 units of blood were collected. These 30 units
will save the lives of up to 90 people!
Thank you to all who donated, or attempted to donate, at this drive!
Be sure to add the next blood drive, scheduled for May 6, 2018 in
Wilson Hall, to your calendar!
Don Bittick and Connie Bond

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.
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Missions

The FPC Team: Sally Bullock, Jenna Crunk, Chris Jones, Stephanie Lampley, Cathy McCall, Robin Pulliam,
Heather Reimer, Brent Sower, Elizabeth Stivers and Servant Group International Trip Leader; Jill Kalinski. Part of
our group preparations includes sharing personal reflections, below are some words from Sally Bullock.
"The November 2017 National Geographic had the cover (‘The Search for Happiness. What we can learn from Costa
Rica, Denmark, and Singapore-the most joyful places on the planet.) The gist of the article was that people are most
happy when their governments provide health care, education, financial safety nets, and social security.
Those governments truly take care of their people, providing the most important things that most people worry
about, thereby giving them security and freedom to reach for their dreams and to achieve pleasure, purpose
and pride, which some sociologists call the happiness factors. Not a lot was mentioned about faith which I found
surprising. Well, I can think of a few governments that are not so generous-like those of all refugees who risk their
lives to escape their homelands, hoping for a place where they won't have bombs exploding buildings and bodies,
where they won't be hungry and homeless and penniless, and where they won't be at risk for rape, torture,
or enslavement. I admire the courage these people have and not sure I could function at all in such a dismal
situation. They must have hope!
I think of Hebrews 11:1 (Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.) And I
hope they succeed, not just in escaping to Lesvos but in securing (a happy place) where they can start over. I want
to cheer them on and give them support any way we can and to give respite to the tireless workers doing their best
to serve them. I have wanted to go to Lesvos since our first trip; however, I worried that we couldn't possibly make
a real difference and also that spending so much money for such a short trip was not the best way to help, thinking
that 25+ thousand could buy a lot of stuff-like diapers for the children in Camp Moria. Somehow, I was just led to
go. There is a hymn we sing that I can't sing because I cry the whole way through it. I always try, but the tears
come. It's "Here I am, Lord." The last words of the refrain are: ‘I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people
in my heart.’
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Youth
FPC Youth Lock-In.
On Jan 26-27 FPC Youth Ministries hosted a lock-in. Forty-five youth and adults participated in the weekend of fun
and fellowship. We played sardines around the church, we went to jumpstreet and jumped on trampolines, we
went late night cosmic bowling, then retired to FPC for some more games, and a little tiny bit of sleep.
Our favorite moments from the weekend were playing trampoline dodgeball, sardines, and going midnight
bowling! It was truly a wonderful weekend of building community!
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Youth
NaCoMe Youth Retreat: All youth 7-12 grades are welcome to
join us for a weekend of fun and worship together March 2-4. Sign up on the
clipboard in the youth wing or board outside or email
jbrinker@fpcfranklin.org. The cost per youth will be $62.50. Registration
forms and money are due no later than Sunday, Feb 18th.

Youth Sunday Silent Auction
SAVE THE DATE…Sunday, March 18th
Youth Silent Auction/Luncheon
It’s that time of the year again…as the youth of our congregation are hosting
their Silent Auction and Luncheon on March 18th. Get your thinking caps on,
and start getting those ideas rolling as we will be looking for those donations that help support family time. Do you
know someone or work for a company who would be willing to donate items for the auction (ie. tickets to concerts
or maybe a Predators game, timeshare vacations, or actual items or gift cards that represent your company)? Some great sellers are your personal talents, handmade with love: baked goods, paintings, knitting/crochet…
the ideas are endless.
We will be asking that you help by donating items or services to the silent auction and purchasing luncheon tickets
in advance. All the funds raised will be used for the youth summer mission trips. Contact Heather Reimer at
heatherreimer@comcast.net if you have any questions. Stay tuned as more information will be forthcoming…

Parent’s Night Out Feb. 16th Brought to you by FPC Youth!
Parents, you deserve a break! Leave the kids to us on Feb. 16th from 6pm-9pm and take a well-deserved night out.
All children from infants through 11yrs are welcome to participate in the fun. There will be crafts, games, and more!
Make sure you drop children off with a sack dinner, there will be a snack provided later in the evening. This is a Youth
Ministries’ Summer 2018 High School and Middle School Mission Trips Fund Raiser. Suggested donation….$15 per
child. Sign up on your connection card Sunday morning or by emailing jbrinker@fpcfranklin.org.
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A Message from Our
Director of Music, Michael Snoddy
Greetings to All!
Lent was a word once commonly used to describe the lengthening of days as winter
moved toward spring. Today, it tells a very specific story about the forty days leading to
Easter.
Forty, it seems, was a significant number in Scripture and it usually symbolized a period of trial, training, or testing:
The flood of forty days/nights; Moses lived forty years in Egypt; the Chosen People wandered forty years; at Mount
Horab, Elijah fasted forty days; after baptism, Jesus spent forty days in the wilderness; and Jesus appeared forty
days after the resurrection. The profound symbolism of the number forty was not wasted on early church leaders,
as the customary brief fast before the Easter celebration would later be expanded to become the forty-day period
we now call Lent, a period often now beginning with the imposition of ashes.
“But what about that strange Ash Wednesday custom?” It has been written that this mark is at the very core of our
earthly experience, in that, we live in a world often shaped by the effects of humanity’s disconnection, both from
one another and the Almighty. This disconnection often manifests itself in loss, sickness, and yes, even death.
Whether it is a generalized awareness of brokenness or something more specific, Lent interrupts our regularly
scheduled lives to reconnect us with the deepest need behind human pain: communion with God (and one
another).
One of the goals of Lent, then, is a re-orientation or a turning toward our sisters and brothers and to the Holy One,
even as we remember his promise of a life lived, “more abundantly”.
Lord, who through-out these forty days for us didst fast and pray,
teach us with thee to mourn our sins and close by thee to stay.
And through these days of penitence, and through thy Passiontide,
yea, evermore in life and death, Jesus, with us abide.
May these words, taken from our Opening Hymn for Ash Wednesday, begin to form us as we take the first steps on
our forty-day journey with the Holy One.
A blessed Lenten journey to you.
Michael
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Musical Musings for February
Music List – Chancel/Chapel Choir
February 4 (Epiphany V) – Bow Down Thine Ear, O God, G. F. Handel
11 (Transfiguration Sunday) – Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies, Healy Willan
14 (Ash Wednesday) – Create in Me, A Clean Heart, O God, Carl F. Mueller
18 (Lent I) – God is My Strong Salvation, Austin Lovelace
25 (Lent II) – Take Up Your Cross, Carl Schalk

Carillon Handbell Choir
Works for February: Second Suite for Handbells – I. Prelude and II. Soliloquy, Helman

Musical Schedule Reminders
We would like to cordially invite you to join us, whether for the first time or as a continuing part of our
musical community. We are strengthened and encouraged by your participation and gifts.
Carillon Adult Handbell Choir – WED at 5:15 p.m. (Room 215-A)
Chancel/Chapel Choir – WED at 6:30 p.m. (Room 215-B)
Children’s Music Gathering – SUN at 9:45 a.m. (Room 215-B)
+ + +

Upcoming Dates of Note
Please note these special upcoming services and musical presentations and make plans now to join us.
Watch for more information to follow soon!

Good Friday Service – Friday, March 30
Presentation of THE SEVEN WORDS OF LOVE, Carl Schalk (Chancel/Chapel Choir)
Franklin Suzuki Concert Presentation – Saturday, April 21
Just Justin – An Evening of Music with Justin Belew – Friday, May 18
+ + +
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February 11, 2018
Transfiguration of the Lord
Communion

February 4, 2018
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Scripture: Mark 1:29-39

Scripture: Mark 9:2-9

Sermon: What He Came To Do

Sermon: Into the Light

Liturgists:
8:30: Therese Howell
11:00: Jack Hoeffler/Chuck Cairatti

F r a n k l i n

P r e s b y t e ri a n

February 14, 2018
Ash Wednesday - 6:45 p.m. Service
Scripture: Genesis 32:22-32
Sermon: The Wrestling Congregation

Liturgists:
8:30: Therese Howell
11:00: Jack Hoeffler/Chuck Cairatti

Children’s Worship:
8:30: Melina Stevens; Kim M. Lewis
11:00: Susan Haws; Caroline Oldham

Children’s Worship:
8:30: Jana Roberts; Julia Pianta
11:00: CW Leader; Madison Zander

Acolytes:
8:30: Hannah Story
11:00: Jack Hoeffler
Hospitality Team 1
8:30: Phillip, Margaret, Sanders and Shelby
Whiteside; Paul, Rebecca , Hannah, Emma and
Jake Wilson
11:00: Rich and Pat Johnson; Christi
Granstaff; Robin and Cary Pulliam

February 18, 2018
1st Sunday in Lent

Acolytes:
Water
Candle
8:30: Brooks Godwin Ella Jones
11:00: Bryant Downing Gracie Jones
Hospitality Team 2:
8:30: Duke Ellis; Ruthie Moulton; Myers
Parsons; Tim and Leah Stein; Bruce and Betty
Waterman; Susan Williams
11:00: J. Edward and Brenda Campbell;
Jenna Crunk; Avery DeYoung; Mark, Shawn, Ian
and Dylan Raines
Communion Preparation
Fred and Sue Banner

Scripture: Job 7

Communion Clean-up
Joy Crunk

Sermon: I Will not Restrain My Mouth
Liturgists:
8:30: Bill Carver
11:00: Susan Burns
Children’s Worship:
8:30: Rhonda Moyers; Allyson Lewis
11:00: Katie Oldham; Hannah Anderson
Acolytes:
8:30: Hollis Godwin
11:00: Elijah Sower

Dear FPC,
I would like to say thank you for
all the prayers, cards, calls, and
offers of assistance during the
time I have been off of my
foot. I also really appreciate all
the food and those who took
care of providing it. It really
made a difference to Dean and
me during those first two
weeks. Thank you for being a
caring people. I hope to be back
very soon.
Jeanette Crosswhite

Hospitality Team 3:
8:30: Jennifer, Chris, Meryl, Brooks and
Hollis Godwin; Chris, Casey, Jack, Julia and Sam
Pianta
11:00: David, Michele, John and Mac
Boyette; Ken, Ann, Josh and Madison Zander

February 25, 2018
2nd Sunday in Lent

Dear FPC,
Thank you for your support of Presbyterian
Mission! Your generous and faithful giving allows all
of us who work together in God’s Mission to bring
the gospel of Christ to all corners of the world.
Again, thank you for giving to enable all people to
know God’s life-giving welcome in Jesus.
Blessings, William McConnell
Mission Engagement Advisor - South Region,
Presbyterian Mission

Scripture: Philippians 2:5-11

Dear Friends,
We would like to thank you for
your donation. Our mission at
Bridges is to serve women and
children traumatized by
domestic violence. We are truly
grateful for your compassion.
Linda Crocket Jackson,
Executive Director

Sermon: The Same Mind
Liturgists:
8:30: Bill Carver
11:00: Susan Burns

First Presbyterian Church
Franklin,

Children’s Worship:
8:30: Karen Sartin; Ashlyn Moyers
11:00: Jaclyn Tarkington; Bella Givens

We continued to be blessed by
your donations. Thank you for
supporting OneGen Away!

Acolytes:
8:30: Rachel Bowling
11:00: Sammy Tarkington

Blessings,
Chris and Elaine Whitney

Hospitality Team 4:
8:30: Jerry Houston; Fred and Sue Banner
11:00: Emily and Caroline Oldham; Jessica
Queen; Brent, Jennifer, Elijah, Emma and Owen
Sower
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Deaths
The First Presbyterian Church
family extends prayers and
sympathy to the following
people and to other members
of their family during their
time of loss:

The family of Fran Freck,
Sarah Cochran’s
grandmother, who died on
December 20, 2017.

The family of Tony Adgent,
Betsy Adgent’s brother-in-law,
who died on December 23,
2017.

The family of Grant Tyler
Stanley, Sue and Fred
Banner’s nephew, who died
on December 30, 2017.

Lily Redmon, daughter of
Joan and Bill Redmon,
granddaughter of Don and
Jenny Bittick, who was born
on January 21, 2018.

Births
Mackenzie Leigh Pierce, daughter of Mark and Catherine
Pierce, sister to Abigail Pierce, who was born on
December 14, 2017.

Lily Redmon
Hugh Lee Thompson , son of
Whitney and Griffon Thompson,
grandson of Mike Porter, who was
born on January 5, 2018.

Mackenzie Leigh Pierce

Baptisms
William Tate Holloway was presented for baptism on
Sunday, January 28, 2018. William was welcomed into
our family of faith with joy and thanksgiving.
Presenting elder was Bruce Jones.

Will, Marina, Mia, Addie and Tate Holloway

Grant Wilson Lahey was presented for baptism
on Sunday, January 28, 2018. Grant was
welcomed into our family of faith with joy and
thanksgiving. Presenting elder was Jessica Queen.

Vance, Jessica, Sadie and Grant Lahey; and Jessica Queen
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February Birthdays

1
Kaitlyn Bennorth
Dan Bloing
Lynne Hutson
Rhonda Moyers
2
Tim Churchill
Rachel Dozier
Betty Qualls
3
Tom Davis
Shawn Raines
Alex Schindley
4
Caleb Miller
5
Beth Maher
Brian Keener
Linda Moore
Karen Hanson
6
Ron Tapscott
Sue Banner
Abby Wheeler

7
Ben Battle
Reagan Gentile
Harold Plumley
Mitch Pratt
Susan Williams
8
Michael Cilimberg
Hannah Dozier
Abigail Pierce
Matt Lewis
Morgan Zander
9
Grace Anderson
Spencer Jones
Gretchen Napier
Marti Sumrall
10
Madlyn Brown
Hailee Carollo
Heather Milburn
11

Jennifer Godwin
John LaGrasse
Helen Phillips
12
Chris Pianta
14
Emma Boysen

15
Elaine Carr
Cary Pulliam
17
J.P. Kitchings Jr.
Andy Sponsel
18
Becky Huhges
Molly Wahlfeld
Rhett Wieland
20
Oriol Barneys
Janice Jones
Scott Lahoda
Adelaide Pratt
21
Brody Reese
22
Scott Burns
Luke Dover
Steven Fuller
Ginny Lund
23
Logan Holdcroft
24
Anne Deemy
26
Annison Blackburn
Alex Jackson
Julie Keener

27
Ellie Elrod
Aaron Gaddis
Jodi Miller
29
Kathleen Jefferson

Please note: Birthdays are published weekly in Enews and monthly in the newsletter. If you would prefer not to be
listed, please email rgarner@fpcfranklin.org for the Enews and Newsletter.

Church Financial Information
Stewardship and Finance would like to report to the congregation the following financial information.
December
Actual
Income
Fixed Expenses
Other Expenses
Incomeover/
(under) expenses

118,345.38
62,053.52
15,726.53
40,565.33

December
Budget
119,277.00
66,457.62
17,047.67
35,771.71

March—Dec.
Actual

March—Dec.
Budget

864,847.67
658,576.72
134,922.74
71,348.21
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These Scripture readings are from the two-year daily lectionary of the Presbyterian Book of Common Worship (Westminster John Knox)
Thursday, February 1
Morning: Pss. 116;
147:12–20
Evening: Pss. 26; 130
Gen. 23:1–20
Heb. 11:32–12:2
John 6:60–71
Friday, February 2
Morning: Pss. 84; 148
Evening: Pss. 25; 40
Gen. 24:1–27
Heb. 12:3–11
John 7:1–13
Saturday, February 3
Morning: Pss. 63; 149
Evening: Pss. 125; 90
Gen. 24:28–38, 49–51
Heb. 12:12–29
John 7:14–36
Sunday, February 4
5th Sunday after Epiphany
Morning: Pss. 103; 150
Evening: Pss. 117; 139
Gen. 24:50–67
2 Tim. 2:14–21
Mark 10:13–22
Monday, February 5
Morning: Pss. 5; 145
Evening: Pss. 82; 29
Gen. 25:19–34
Heb. 13:1–16
John 7:37–52
Tuesday, February 6
Morning: Pss. 42; 146
Evening: Pss. 102; 133
Gen. 26:1–6, 12–33
Heb. 13:17–25
John 7:53—8:11
Wednesday, February 7
Morning: Pss. 89:1–18;
147:1–11
Evening: Pss. 1; 33
Gen. 27:1–29
Rom. 12:1–8
John 8:12–20

Thursday, February 8
Morning: Pss. 97; 147:12–20
Evening: Pss. 16; 62
Gen. 27:30–45
Rom. 12:9–21
John 8:21–32
Friday, February 9
Morning: Pss. 51; 148
Evening: Pss. 142; 65
Gen. 27:46—28:4, 10–22
Rom. 13:1–14
John 8:33–47
Saturday, February 10
Morning: Ps. 104; 149
Evening: Ps. 138; 98
Gen. 29:1–20
Rom. 14:1–23
John 8:47–59
Sunday, February 11
Transfiguration of the Lord
Morning Pss. 103, 150
Evening Pss. 117, 139
Mal. 4:1–6
2 Cor. 3:7–18
Luke 9:18–27
Monday, February 12
Morning Pss. 5, 145
Evening Pss. 82, 29
Prov. 27:1–6, 10–12
Phil. 2:1–13
John 18:15–18, 25–27
Tuesday, February 13
Morning Pss. 42, 146
Evening Pss. 102, 133
Prov. 30:1–4, 24–33
Phil. 3:1–11
John 18:28–38
Wednesday, February 14
Ash Wednesday
Morning Pss. 5, 147:1–11
Evening Pss. 27, 51
Amos 5:6–15
Heb. 12:1–14
Luke 18:9–14

Thursday, February 15
Morning Pss. 27,
147:12–20
Evening Pss. 126, 102
Hab. 3:1–10 (11–15)
16–18
Phil. 3:12–21
John 17:1–8
Friday, February 16
Morning Pss. 22, 148
Evening Pss. 105, 130
Ezek. 18:1–4, 25–32
Phil. 4:1–9
John 17:9–19
Saturday, February 17
Morning Pss. 43, 149
Evening Pss. 31, 143
Ezek. 39:21–29
Phil. 4:10–20
John 17:20–26
Sunday, February 18
1st Sunday in Lent
Morning Pss. 84, 150
Evening Pss. 42, 32
Dan. 9:3–10
Heb. 2:10–18
John 12:44–50
Monday, February 19
Morning Pss. 119:73–80, 145
Evening Pss. 121, 6
Gen. 37:1–11
1 Cor. 1:1–19
Mark 1:1–13
Tuesday, February 20
Morning Pss. 34, 146
Evening Pss. 25, 91
Gen. 37:12–24
1 Cor. 1:20–31
Mark 1:14–28
Wednesday, February 21
Morning Pss. 5, 147:1–11
Evening Pss. 27, 51
Gen. 37:25–36
1 Cor. 2:1–13
Mark 1:29–45
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Thursday, February 22
Morning Pss. 27,
147:12–20
Evening Pss. 126, 102
Gen. 39:1–23
1 Cor. 2:14—3:15
Mark 2:1–12
Friday, February 23
Morning Pss. 22, 148
Evening Pss. 105, 130
Gen. 40:1–23
1 Cor. 3:16–23
Mark 2:13–22
Saturday, February 24
Morning Pss. 43, 149
Evening Pss. 31, 143
Gen. 41:1–13
1 Cor. 4:1–7
Mark 2:23—3:6
Sunday, February 25
2nd Sunday in Lent
Morning Pss. 84, 150
Evening Pss. 42, 32
Gen. 41:14–45
Rom. 6:3–14
John 5:19–24
Monday, February 26
Morning Pss. 119:73–80, 145
Evening Pss. 121, 6
Gen. 41:46–57
1 Cor. 4:8–20 (21)
Mark 3:7–19a
Tuesday, February 27
Morning Pss. 34, 146
Evening Pss. 25, 91
Gen. 42:1–17
1 Cor. 5:1–8
Mark 3:19b–35
Wednesday, February 28
Morning Pss. 5, 147:1–11
Evening Pss. 27, 51
Gen. 42:18–28
1 Cor. 5:9—6:11
Mark 4:1–20
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CHURCH STAFF
Chris Joiner, Pastor
Anne Keener, Pastoral Assistant
Michael Snoddy, Director of Music
Kim Joiner, Director of Christian Education
Janelle Brinker, Director of Youth Ministries
Cheri Lindsley, Preschool Director
Glenda Andrews, Office Administrator
Sarah Cochran, Accountant
Becky Garner, Administrative Assistant
Jerry Russell, Sexton
Kate Lasseter, Nursery Coordinator
Kelly Oldham, Nursery Coordinator
Thomas D. Walker, Pastor Emeritus

Accountant’s Corner

Sarah is available in the church office on Monday 9-2,
Wednesday 9-2, and Thursday 9-2.

FPC Church Calendar
CLICK HERE to view the church calendar on our website.
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