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"Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.” Far from just
a mission statement, this describes the heart of First Presbyterian’s witness
in Franklin for 211 years. Worship that lifts our hearts to the triune God, study
that takes us deeper into the journey with Christ, and service that takes us out
into the world in the power of the Spirit to “do justice, love kindness, and walk
humbly with our God” – this is the center of our lives together.
We are fortunate to be part of this church in a dynamic and growing
community. We have the chance in this season of our common life to do
something, by God’s grace, that will be truly lasting for First Presbyterian.
Glory to Glory is a campaign over the next two years to fund our annual
ministry plan and address short and longer term capital repairs and
renovations and to support NaCoMe Camp and Retreat Center in their capital
campaign.
This Journey Guide will be your resource throughout the Glory to Glory
campaign. In it you will find helpful information you can use as you join with the
church in prayerful discernment of God’s will. I hope you will unite in prayer
with the whole church, asking, “Lord, what do you want to do through me?” We
know that our unity in prayer is an expression of our faith in God and in what
God is doing in this place through Glory to Glory.
On the afternoon of Sunday, March 6, you will receive a call from a member of
our Prayer Team. They will be calling to see if you have questions about the
campaign. However, the primary reason they are calling is to ask you to join in
prayer for the campaign and to ask how they might be in prayer for you. They
will not be asking for any kind of financial commitment.
The days ahead are full of promise and hope for the life of this church. I look
forward to the ways God will be revealed afresh to us in our prayer and the
ways God will work in this campaign, all to the glory of God.
Peace,
Pastor Chris
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OUR MISSION
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On June 8, 1811, the Presbyterian Church of
Franklin was organized with 46 members by

the Reverend Gideon Blackburn. Its first
location fronted on present-day Fourth

Avenue. About 1815, a Meeting House was
erected at that location, now on the northern

part of the Old Cemetery.

1811

OUR
STORY

The second location of the church, which was
a brick structure on the corner of Fifth and

Main Street, was purchased in 1841. Then in
November 1864, immediately after the Battle
of Franklin, the sanctuary was dismantled and

occupied by the Federal Army for use as a
hospital. The third sanctuary was erected in

1887 and destroyed by fire in 1905. The
fourth sanctuary was erected in 1911.

In 1986, the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee
did a study to project population growth and

determine new church development needs.
Williamson County (Franklin) emerged as the

focal point.

1841

1994
In August 1994, approximately 500 members

moved to its third and present location at
Franklin Road and Legends Club Lane.



What is Glory to Glory? 
A campaign to raise funds for the ministry plan
(budget) for two consecutive years, plus funds for
designated capital projects. 

What is each household being asked to do
as part of Glory to Glory? 
We are inviting each FPC household to join with us
in praying, “Lord, what do you want to do through
me?” and then respond to God’s leading by making
a single pledge to this two-year effort.

I already make an annual pledge to the
church budget. How is Glory to Glory
different from that?
We are asking you to simply add up the amount
you want to pledge for each year and consider an
additional gift for the capital projects. For example,
if you plan to give $5,000 each year to the annual
ministry plan (budget), you will pledge that amount
for each of the two years, totaling $10,000. If
you also decide to contribute $8,000 to the
capital projects, you will add that to the pledge. So
in that case, you would make one pledge for
$18,000.

How long do I have to fulfill my pledge?
The period of the campaign is from April 17, 2022
to April 17, 2024.

When do these projects need to be done?
Some of the projects will need to be completed as
soon as possible. Others will be completed over a
period of months. Some may not need to be done
until toward the end of the two-year period.
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FAQ
Why did we not address these needs in
the previous capital campaign?
Our last capital campaign was in 2015. That
campaign had a goal of eliminating our
mortgage debt in order to free up funds to
expand our mission and outreach funding and
call an Associate Pastor for mission and
outreach, raise additional funds for renovations
throughout the facility in order to make all our
spaces more accessible for handicapped persons
and update flooring/paint, and address the
needs of the organ. We were able to accomplish
all those goals because of the generosity of this
congregation and have enjoyed many of the
gains over these past seven years. At the time
of the previous campaign, many of the current
capital needs were not known. Others were
lower on the priority list of the congregation at
that time because of other, more pressing needs.
It is also important to note that some significant
capital improvements have been made since
2015, including a new chiller. 

Why not take out a loan?
When we eliminated all our debt in the previous
campaign, the session at that time expressed a
strong desire to not go back into debt. Monthly
loan payments must come out of our budget,
which means that other ministries and missions
may receive less funding. We have seen the
tremendous positive impact of being debt-free
and fully funding all our ministries, and believe
we collectively have the resources to meet
these capital needs without going back into
debt.
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Together, let us
step into this
hopeful time,
glorifying God
and loving God
and neighbor,
welcoming the
transformation

God brings, from
glory to glory. 

CHRIS JOINER



SERMON REFLECTIONS

Jesus moves from the waters of baptism directly to the wilderness of temptation.

Grace precedes temptation and grace is present in temptation. Grace is always the first

word and frames all that follows. Because grace is the first word, we need not fear that

temptations can separate us from the love of God. The first question and answer of the

Heidelberg Catechism: “What is your only comfort in life and in death?” “That I am not my

own, but belong – body and soul, in life and in death – to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ.”

Reflection – Reflect on the baptismal waters in worship, all the ways we gather around
them – the start of worship, confession of sins, commissioning to service, the end of
worship sending out. How does knowing the grace of God precedes all things and
accompanies you along the way help you think about your life, the good times and the
bad? 

Jesus engages in the fast, which we remember in our own fast (giving something up)

during Lent. Fasting is a reminder of grace, that we, in the end, are fully dependent on

God. Fasting leads to worship.

Reflection – If you are fasting during Lent, think about how the fast turns your attention
and worship to God. Have you seen ways that this discipline helps train your heart and
mind to recognize distractions and release them?

The temptations Jesus faces are an attempt to get him to divert his worship, to question

God’s baptismal grace. To worship his stomach, his appetites. To worship Satan, literally

the adversary of God. To worship power and fame. After each temptation, Jesus

remembers and recites the ancient text, remembers the covenant of grace, and maintains

his worship of God. 

Reflection – What are the ways we are tempted to worship that which is not God in our
own time? As we walk together through Lent, consider committing to worship each
week with your church family, sharing together in baptismal grace and in one another’s
burdens.

Responding to God’s Grace through Worship
First Sunday of Lent – March 6, 2022 | Luke 4:1-13
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To study is to focus one’s mind and heart, to meditate. The object of our study, the focus

of our mind and heart, is the grace of God in Jesus Christ. Jesus refuses to lose his focus,

his studied pursuit of his ministry, out of fear of death. Herod’s threats cause Jesus to

refer to him as a fox - as clever, but not wise. Jesus will continue to do his work –

liberating people from bondage and curing them.

 

Reflection – As you think about your walk of faith, what are the things that cause you to
lose focus on the grace of God in Jesus Christ? What habits of study might you take on
to help with your focus? Where do you see Jesus at work liberating persons from
bondage and curing them today?
 

Jesus turns his attention to Jerusalem, the center of religious life and leadership. His

posture is lament. He laments the violence of the city toward the prophets of God. The

Old Testament is full of examples. Even so, he continues to long for the city, the gather

his children like a mother hen, sheltering them. Grace continues to come through, even in

lament. Christ’s longing to gather and shelter continues. Jesus will come back to the city

to the cries of “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!” He will meet the

fate of the prophets of old. And yet, throughout the lament, grace continues. Even though

we know how the story ends, we know the ending contains the seeds of resurrection.

Christ does not give up on his children.

 

Reflection – When we speak of study as meditation and focus, we are inviting you to this
journey of training your heart and mind on the grace of God in Christ. This takes many
forms – worship, Sunday school, Growth Groups, Presbyterian Women, spiritual practices
during Lent, and many more. In what ways do you engage in study here at FPC?
Consider taking on new opportunities to meditate on the grace that does not give up on
you, that welcomes you again and again.

Responding to God’s Grace through Study
Second Sunday of Lent – March 13, 2022 | Luke 13:31-35
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SERMON REFLECTIONS



SERMON REFLECTIONS

Jesus teaches here about repentance. Repentance in the Greek means “to stop going in

one direction, turn around, and go in a new direction.” We tend to associate the word

with a feeling, such as feeling sorry for our sins. But the word has more to do with

actions than feelings.
 

Reflection – How do you react when you hear the word “repentance?”
 

Jesus uses two examples of death – one at the hand of an enemy, the other a seemingly

random tragedy. Jesus stresses that death comes to us all and often unexpectedly.

Repentance – turning from the ways of death and walking in life – is an urgent call here

and now. The parable again speaks of the closeness of death and the urgency of

repentance producing fruit. All of life should be one of repentance. The question of the

text turns to “repentance to what end?” What are the fruits of repentance? There is a

concept from Judaism called “tikkun olam,” which, briefly, means “to repair the world.” The

fruits of repentance are those acts that imitate Jesus’ compassionate repair of the world.
 

Reflection – Think about all the ways Jesus mended what was broken – body, mind, and
soul. How does the church continue this mending work today?
 

In Christian tradition, “fruit” is connected to service. The concrete actions we take in the

world that reflect our orientation to Christ are the signs of our repentance. What is

service? It is not just “mission,” though mission is one aspect of it. Service is our outward

action in response to God’s grace. It contributes to the healing of the world. Our service

has taken us to places as far away as Lebanon and Greece and as close to home the

one-to-one care of a Stephen Minister. Service inspires generosity and generosity

enables service.
 

Reflection - Think about the ways you are able to serve others through the church?
What ways would you like to see the church serving in the community, nation, and
world?
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Responding to God’s Grace through Service
Third Sunday of Lent – March 20, 2022 | Luke 13:1-9



SERMON REFLECTIONS

This is such a familiar story that it is easy to lose sight of its overriding message. Rather

than the “Prodigal Son,” as it is popularly known, it might be better called “The Loving

Father,” or perhaps “The Prodigal Father.” For today’s purposes, however, we might dub it

“The Grateful Father.” Fred Craddock says, “I have never known a person grateful who, at

the same time, mean or small or bitter or resentful. Never.” In case any of us are thinking

of all the times we have been all those things and wondering about our thankfulness, the

key phrase is “at the same time.” Gratitude, thanksgiving, cannot produce meanness. Never.

 

Reflection – Think of a recent time you experienced a deep sense of gratitude. Can you
imagine all the negative attitudes Craddock names existing alongside gratitude? 
 

We do not know much about the father in this parable beyond what he does and speaks.

But what he does and speaks points to a life grounded in gratitude – for his family, his

land and crops and cattle, for God. How else to explain granting the youngest son his

desire to be free, welcoming him back with such extravagance, and even going out to the

older sibling to beckon him inside? The father’s gratitude results in an abundant, we might

even say prodigal, generosity. The father’s actions are bracketed by grumbling – the

scribes and Pharisees grumble that Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them, the

younger son grumbles for his freedom, the elder son grumbles that he is being treated

unfairly. Grumbling often reveals that we are living in scarcity. We believe there is not

enough welcome, or freedom, or love, or possessions, to go around. Therefore we are

quick to point out what we lack. None of us will be grateful all the time, but all of us can

intentionally practice gratitude. When we do, we will find ourselves experiencing life as it

was intended, and our hands will open ever wider in generosity.

 

Reflection – During worship, we will all be invited to engage in a practice of gratitude by
reflecting on aspects of this congregation for which we are thankful. As you think about
your gratitude and write on your card, pray that God will help you cultivate this posture
through the week to come.
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Generosity: Grounded in Gratitude
Fourth Sunday in Lent – March 27, 2022 | Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32



SERMON REFLECTIONS

To understand this story of Mary, it might be good to recall another story that features

her and her sister Martha. Martha is preparing to serve the meal, the same thing she is

doing here. Jesus is teaching. Mary is sitting at his feet, listening to him. Martha complains

that Jesus should make Mary help her with the preparations. Jesus gently scolds Martha,

saying that she is worried with many things, but that her sister Mary “has chosen the

better part, and it shall not be taken away from her.” And in our text, once again Martha is

serving, and Mary is close to Jesus. This time, she is the one acting and Jesus is receiving.

She once again inspires grumbling, this time from Judas. And again it is left to Jesus to

defend her actions. In the first story, I believe Mary models prayer. In the second, she

models the generosity born out of prayer. 
 

Reflection – How do you practice prayer? Do you see it primarily as speech TO God or
speech FROM God, an act of speaking or of listening? 
 

Mary’s generosity overflows. She pours an expensive ointment, emptying it out on Jesus’

feet. The smell of the ointment fills the room. She wipes the ointment from Jesus’ feet

with her hair, an act of remarkable intimacy, holding nothing of herself back from this act

of service. In the face of criticism, Jesus affirms that she has heard him well, she has

properly discerned his mission. She is anointing him for burial. Mary kneels at Jesus’ feet,

hair down, giving all she has. In the previous story, Mary kneels at Jesus’s feet, listening

for his word to her, listening for what she needs to do. Mary could be praying, “Lord,

what do you want to do through me?” And through Jesus’ teaching, she hears a response

and acts on it through her generous self-giving.
 

Reflection – As we pray together this prayer – Lord, what do you want to do through
me? – we are engaged in a deeply personal question, the answer to which is rightly
between each of us and God. But my prayer is that the answer and your response will
speak to an even bigger question, “Lord, what do you want to do through US?” Together,
in response to the call of Christ, may we step into generosity.
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Generosity: Revealed in Prayer
Fifth Sunday of Lent – April 3, 2022 | John 12:1-8



SERMON REFLECTIONS

The entire second half of the Gospel of Luke has had Jesus going toward Jerusalem. Likewise,

throughout Lent we have been journeying together, alongside Jesus, making our way to

Jerusalem. The various disciplines of Lent, the taking up and giving up, have accompanied us on

the way. And now we arrive at the edge of the week we call Holy. The disciples are invited to

lean into their faith when Jesus asks them to retrieve a colt. It is every bit an odd request, yet

the disciples obey without question. All the questions they had on the way to Jerusalem seem

to have fallen away in the critical hour. Faith as the need to fully understand has given way to

faith as radical trust, even when not understanding.

Reflection – What does it mean to you to have faith? 

The scene unfolds with cloaks being thrown on the animal, and then Jesus placed on them, and

then the people spreading them on the way. The cloaks seem symbolic of the trust of the

people, overflowing trust that no longer fears. Then the people add their voices, joyful and loud,

praising God. Faith summons praise, regardless of circumstances. 

Reflection – Thinking back on this campaign, in what ways have you sensed growth in your
faith; that is, in your trust in God? What kind of cloaks have you been laying on the ground
along the way?

Again, as in so many other stories this Lent, there is grumbling. The Pharisees demand that Jesus

tell them to stop. It is hard to know what is offensive – the spectacle and noise, the elevation

of Jesus as the one who comes in the name of the Lord, or the fear of political rebellion? Jesus

once again addresses the grumblers, and his response reveals something about the nature of

reality, the nature of life before God: “If there were silent, the stones would shout out.” The

whole universe, even the stones, is brought forth into the world by the love of God. That love,

that grace, summons response. It is the dance of life, responding to God’s grace in worship,

study, service, faith, generosity. If humans, those created in the image of God, fail to offer it, it

will still be offered.

Reflection – Reflecting on the grace of God in your life and God’s abundant blessings to you,
offer your thanks to God and ask God once again to work through you to bring glory to God’s
name.
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Generosity: Lived in Faith
Palm Sunday/Commitment Sunday – April 10, 2022 | Luke 19:28-40
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WAYS OF GIVING

Online Contribution

Use the QR code below to find

our online giving page. You may

schedule a one-time gift, or you

can set up a recurring transfer to

be made weekly or monthly.

Appreciated Securities

You may choose to contribute

stocks, bonds, or other

securities as part of your

contribution. There are

potential tax advantages to this

type of transaction, but before

making a contribution of this

type, we encourage you to

consult your CPA, tax attorney,

or financial advisor.

Offering Plate Contribution

You can give during worship

services each week during the

offering time.
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CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
Project Age  Projected Cost Comments
Chiller/Heater
Units

EIFS/Roof Repairs

Boiler

Dishwasher

System Control
Panel  

Build a garage for
bus and storage
for church and
Boy Scouts. 

Elevator

Landscape

25 Years 
 
 
 
 
 

25 Years
 
 

25 Years
 
 

25 Years
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 Years

203,000 

 
 

286,000 
 

90,000 
 
 

6,000 
 
 

 100,000 
 
 
 

 316,000 
 
 
 
 
 

 66,528 
 
 

 254,000 

A total of 37 units. 8 have been
replaced over the last 6 years 

 leaving a total of 29. 

Preventative maintenance program
may require replacement within the

next 3 - 5 years.

Will require replacement. The freezer,
ice maker and garbage disposal have

been replaced in the last 3 years.

May require replacement within next
2-3 years. Most of the pull boxes/
detectors are out of compliance.

The garage would be about 1,600 sq.
feet. For the Boy Scouts, storage

would allow all of their equipment to
be stored outside the church building.

Nashville Machine Elevator estimates
that they will deplete their current

inventory of parts around June 2023. 

This plan is being designed to
enhance the grounds, simplify

maintenance, and make the grounds
more accessible to the members and

visitors, and continue best
environmental practices.



Worship
33% - Includes staff, facilities/utilities, administrative
costs, scholarships for students, worship materials.
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ANNUAL MINISTRY PLAN

Study
33% - Includes staff, facilities/utilities,

administrative costs, Sunday school, small groups,

children ministry, youth ministry, study groups,

Stephen Ministry, Wednesday Night Live.

Service
34% - Includes staff,

facilities/utilities, missions (10% of

total budget), administrative costs,

visitation ministry, caring ministries.

Campaign Goal
$1.2 million for

2022-2023 and
2023-2024

$396,000

$396,000 $408,000
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WORSHIP
Worship is the heartbeat of the church, the

one place where the whole multigenerational
community gathers to offer praise to God. 

 
The music soars from the wondrous pipe

organ, the choir joins its voice, and the
congregation comes together in singing our

hymns, psalms, and spiritual songs. 
 

From the font we baptize people young and
old; we commission groups for service in our

community, nation, and world; and we are
reminded of God’s grace that claims us and

calls us. 
 

From the pulpit we hear Scripture read and
proclaimed, God’s good news for all the

world. 
 

From the Table we all are fed, regardless of
age or denomination, whether member or

guest – truly, all are welcome. 
 

The ministry plan supports worship by
providing for pastoral and music staff, choral

scholarships for college students, the
infrastructure of space and sound and lighting,

climate controls, and custodial staff. 
 

Your support of the ministry plan, by God’s
grace, supports the service of the people in

glorifying God.
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Study is more than reading a book or attending a
class. For followers of Christ, it means setting our
hearts and minds on growing in Christ. Study is
part of what Paul meant when he talked of
“putting on Christ.”
 
To be sure, that study can and does happen with
excellence in Sunday school classes for all ages,
small groups, and other educational opportunities
throughout the year. It happens at places like
NaCoMe Conference Center and in quiet
moments at the outdoor labyrinth. 
 
But study also happens in one-on-one
conversations with a Stephen Minister, around
the tables in Wilson Hall as we break bread and
build community, at the hospital bed or the
graveside as we learn what it means that Christ is
with us. 
 
Our ministry plan funds all these opportunities
through the Christian education staff, the upkeep
of varied learning spaces with custodial support
and maintenance, and the administrative
infrastructure required to manage these efforts. 
 
Supporting our ministry plan sets the table for all
ages to draw near to Christ and one another, to
set hearts and minds on the will and way of
Christ, and to study what it means to follow
Christ.

STUDY
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SERVICE
The church exists not for ourselves but for the

sake of the world. When we walk alongside
others in our community seeking the healing and
wholeness of all things, we are answering the call

of Christ. 
 

Service takes us to far-flung places like Lebanon
or Greece, and places closer to home, such as
Graceworks and Hard Bargain. On the second

Saturday of every month, you will find a
multigenerational group of Franklin Presbyterians

serving our community, cleaning, building, packing,
feeding, listening, and learning. Every summer our
youth answer the call to serve alongside siblings

around the country. 
 

We serve when we take part in visitation or
deliver a hot meal with Meals on Wheels. We
serve when we prepare a meal for a grieving

family or sit down to eat with people
experiencing homelessness. Service as a response

to God’s grace is a key part of our identity.
 

The ministry plan reflects ten percent of our
overall budget going to mission, funds that make a
transformative difference for our mission partners

and enable our efforts to answer the call. In
addition, we have staff dedicated to leading us in

mission, and the administrative and space
infrastructure to help make it possible. 

 

In supporting this ministry plan, you are helping us
to respond to God’s call to step outside the walls

of the church to reflect Christ’s presence in the
world that God loves and for which Christ died.



2022 Annual Ministry Plan
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2-YEAR GIFT GUIDE

2023 Annual

Ministry Plan

Capital

Improvements

Total:
$3,600,000

$1,200,000

$1,200,000 $1,200,000



As you pray and discern how God is leading you to give during
this time, use this gift guide as a discipleship tool -- let it be
something that inspires and challenges you toward greater

generosity for Christ's Kingdom as we seek to give it all for Him.

page 19

2-YEAR GIFT GUIDE

$1,200,000

$1,200,000 $1,200,000

Weekly
$5
$12
$17
$23
$46
$58
$69
$92
$115
$138
$185
$231
$288
$346
$462
$577
$721
$962

Monthly
$20
$50
$75

$100
$200
$250
$300
$400
$500
$600
$800

$1,000
$1,250
$1,500
$2,000
$2,500
$3,125
$4,167

2-Year Total
$480

$1,200
$1,800
$2,400
$4,800
$6,000
$7,200
$9,600
$12,000
$14,400
$19,200
$24,000
$30,000
$36,000
$48,000
$60,000
$75,000

$100,000



Thank you

First Presbyterian Church of Franklin

101 Legends Club Lane

Franklin, TN 37069

615.794.5114


