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Listening Across the Lines of Race  

Wednesdays Sept. 6, 13, 20, 27 & Oct. 4  

6:30 to 7:30 p.m.  

Wednesday Night Live, a midweek program for all ages, will resume September 6 

in Wilson Hall. The meal begins at 6:00 pm. You are invited to join the table 

fellowship and stay for programs. 

Sept. 6:  The Belhar Confession will be presented by Rev. Jaco Hamman, Vanderbilt Divinity School Director of 

the Program in Theology and Practice and Associate Professor in the area of religion, psychology and culture.  

Sept. 13, 20, 27 & Oct. 4: These nights will be led by Rev. Warner Durnell, Middle Tennessee Executive Presbyter. 

Rev. Durnell will lead a community discussion of race in America, using feature films and documentaries that 

dramatize the experiences of African Americans in our land. This is a joint program with Shorter Chapel African 

Methodist Episcopal church in Franklin.  We will meet twice at our facility and twice at their church facility.  We 

will view the film then have small group discussions to learn from each other. On Sept. 20 and Oct. 4 the 

participants will meet at Shorter Chapel for a meal and the program. Childcare and children ‘s programming will 

be held at FPC.  Watch for sign ups on the bulletin Connection Cards and online.  

Come and listen or strut your dance moves with Middle Tennessee’s Premier Swing Band 5 Points Swing. 

Our own Randy Frame and Jim Skillen play in this 18 piece band of Swing Music of the 30’s, 40’s & 50’s.  

Fun for all ages!  

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, Sept. 30 

6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in Wilson Hall  

FREE Multigenerational Event  

July 30 is our last day of one Worship Service. Starting August 6 we return to 8:30 a.m. and 

11:00 a.m. worship with Sunday School for all ages from 9:45 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
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  Fall Growth Groups 

What edition? 
Soul Feast: An Invitation to the Christian Spiritual Life 

was originally published in 1995 but continues to be a 

best seller.  A 3rd edition was released in 2014 with:  

• a new introduction  

• a new foreword by Barbara Brown Taylor 

• a new chapter on Sabbath 

• an expanded “Rule of Life” chapter  

• additional sidebar quotes from various spiritual 

writers 

We will have the new 3rd edition available to purchase 

and will discuss the 10 chapters throughout the 10 

weeks of Growth Groups. However, if you have a prior 

edition and want to use it, please feel free.   

Books will be available to purchase for $10 on Sundays 

in August.  

Growth Group 

 Ministry Team 
 

If you would like to talk to someone about 

Growth Groups, please contact one of the 

Growth Group Ministry Team Members: 

Sarah Fox (chair)- sarahfox87@gmail.com 

Lissa Bradford- lbradford@tngolf.org 

Jenna Crunk- jccrunk42@gmail.com 

Gretchen Dorman- glherwig@gmail.com 

Eva Dover- troyeva@comcast.net 

Sharon Kirby- swkirby@comcast.net 

Gay Sakich- gsakich@aol.com 

Brent Sower- brentsower@gmail.com 

 

• Fall Growth Groups will begin the week of September 10th 

and meet through the week of November 12th.   

• Growth Groups are small groups that meet for 11/2 hours 

weekly in various members’ homes throughout the area 

and at church with offerings of a variety of days and times.  

• Growth Groups provide a time of connection with others 

and with God.  As you learn more about each other, you will 

grow closer to God and as you learn more about your faith, 

you will grow closer to each other.  

• Each week you have time to know each other, time to 

discuss the book, and time of prayer for one another. 

• The book we will read together this fall is Soul Feast: An 

Invitation to the Christian Spiritual Life by Marjorie 

Thompson.  

• We will announce the groups and open signups later in 

August.  
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Fall Growth Groups 
Soul Feast author, Rev. Marjorie Thompson, will be our guest 

preacher for both services on Sunday, August 27 and will 

participate in our facilitator training that afternoon.  

Marjorie is an ordained minister of the PC(USA) and lives in 

Middle Tennessee.  She received her Master of Divinity degree 

from McCormick Theological Seminary and then became a 

Research Fellow at Yale Divinity School where she studied 

Christian spirituality with Henri Nouwen.  

We are grateful for the opportunity for Marjorie to lead us in 

worship. Hope you are all able to be with us that Sunday.  

What I like about Growth Groups... 
 

What I like about Growth Groups is the warmth and 

acceptance I feel.  I like getting to know old faces and 

new more personally.  It is comfortable to know I can 

express my point of view without judgment, yet growing 

by hearing other people's experiences and points of 

view.  Greeting people in church after our time together 

is qualitatively different.  I feel blessed by the 

opportunity to attend a Growth Group. 

   - Janice Lewis 

When I was first asked to write describing what I like 

about Growth Group I had a difficult time putting my finger 

on what specifically keeps me coming back week after 

week.  The conversation is always fun and 

interesting.  Our group even includes an option for 

childcare each week.  The word that really embodies our 

Growth Group, though, is family.  My little family of four 

has grown five or six times over since we joined our group 

and I couldn’t be more grateful.  Growth Group for me has 

become so much more than just meeting once a week to 

talk about a book.  Having people in my life that I know 

care for me and my family like they were their own is a gift 

I will always cherish.  We’re anxiously awaiting the start of 

the fall semester and getting back to our weekly “family 

reunions”.  If you haven’t found your group yet, ask 

around and find out what others like about their 

group.  There’s bound to be a good fit for everyone at 

FPC Franklin.    - Dave Stivers 
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                   Preschool Summer Camp Memories 

Summer Camp:  Joyful Discoveries 

First Presbyterian Preschool Summer Camp focused on Art and Architecture this year.  From May 30 

to July 27, each Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday students ages 2 ½ to 7 years enjoyed exploring, 

creating, designing and building. Young authors wrote and illustrated personal books. Eight weeks of fun 

and learning: indoor play, outdoor play and Wacky Wednesday to look forward to every week.  Look for 

summer camp next year and register for one week, all eight weeks, or any combination! 

As summer draws to an end, the new school year is “just around the corner.” New floors, fresh paint 

and countertops enhance the already inviting preschool classrooms. First Presbyterian Preschool is 

definitely “where joyful discovery defines childhood.”  

Call Cheri Lindsley at 615-791-9061 to inquire about the 2017-2018 school year.  First Presbyterian 

Preschool classes are for ages 2 - 5.  Children must be two years old by August 15, 2017, to enroll. Preschool 

hours are 9:00 a .m. – 1:00 p.m. with aftercare to 2:55 p.m.  We’re on the Web at fpfpreschool.com. 
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Message From Pastor Chris 

The Giving God 

Imagine the beginning, when there was as yet no universe, only God. It is impossible for us to conceive of it, I know. It 
is impossible for us to imagine a time when there was no time, no matter, no bodies, no trees, no rocks or skies or 
seas. Yet, let us try to imagine God before there was anything, or anyone, else.  

As Christians, the God we are imagining is not alone. The God we are imagining is not a being as much as a 
relationship between Three, whom we have named Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the Triune God. The relationship is a 
relationship of love, equality, and giving. The early church Fathers called this relationship “perichoresis,” the Divine 
dance. They imagined the three persons of the Trinity in a dance where the dancers are so united in their love, in 
their giving and receiving, leading and following, that to look upon them is to see them as one. 
 

At some point in this time before time, the giving that knows no ending spilled out of the Triune dance, and in the 
spilling out of that giving love, created something outside of God, outside of the Trinity. Our world was created as an 
act of Divine generosity, and creation itself is a reflection of the generosity and 
love that gave it birth. 
 

Why am I writing this here and now? Because of this photo. 
 

We were made by a relational God for relationship to God and one another. We 
are never more alive, never more in tune with our reason for being in the world 
than when we are giving and receiving, connecting and serving, weeping with 
those who weep, laughing with those who laugh. We are never more 
authentically human than when we generously give ourselves away for the sake 
of another. We are never more aware of the presence of the Triune God than 
when we take our ego out of the center of things and replace it with Christ’s 
servant heart.  
 

This photo to me represents thousands of other acts of selfless giving I have seen 
the members of this body do: meals and flowers to the sick, care for refugees, 
holding the hand of someone who is anxious, guiding the faith journey of people 
of all ages through teaching, serving communion to people in their homes so they 
know themselves connected to the body, caring for those who are too-often neglected in places like Detroit and 
Asheville and Franklin. Each act is a reflection of the Divine dance, the one that was in the beginning, and is still. 
When we join it, we are alive, and we help bring life to the world.  
 

It is easy for us to think that our faith is transactional, that we give because the church needs our money, we serve 
because people need our help, we worship because God needs our praise. I know I can slip into this thinking quite 
easily. But the truth we know from the depths of our tradition is otherwise. We give because we need to give, we 
serve because we need to serve, we worship because we need to worship. Why do we need these things? Because 
when we step out of our selves in generosity, when we look not to ourselves but to the other, when we give and 
receive with abandon, we are joining the ancient and timeless dance. We are alive, authentically and wholly alive. We 
are on the way to union with the Triune God.  
 

It is my joy to serve a congregation that has joined the dance, where life abounds. 

Peace, 

Pastor Chris  
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Stephen  Ministry 

1 Peter 5:7  
“Cast all your cares upon him; for he cares for you.”  
 
Our Stephen Ministers are ready to help shoulder your burdens.  If you or someone 
you know could benefit from a Christian caregiver,  contact our Stephen Ministry 
program.  To find out more information call our confidential telephone line at 615-
746-7888 or email stephenministry@fpcfranklin.org.   

College and Graduate Information Needed! 

Please email the church updated addresses for all college students 

and information you have regarding those graduating from college in 

addition to those who have made arrangements for college 

enrollment, post graduate work or career choices. We need college 

addresses for a future care package and we wish to publish the other 

information in a future newsletter.   Email rgarner@fpcfranklin.org. 

 

Have you ever received a meal just when it’s needed most?  If so, you have experienced the blessing of 
having one less thing to deal with, whether you’re in the midst of adjusting to a new baby in the family, 
struggling with a health issue, grieving for a loved one, or dealing with some other unexpected life 
event. 

If you want to pay forward that incredible feeling, join the Meal Ministry.  You can prepare a dish and/or 
deliver a meal based solely on your individual availability.  We use TakeThemAMeal.com to coordinate 
this invaluable ministry.   

Each time a need in our congregation is identified and a meal schedule is set up, an email is generated 
to each of our volunteer cooks.  If you would like to volunteer to help fulfill a particular need, you simply 
sign up online and will receive a reminder the day before.  Unless you would like to deliver a meal, all 
you need to do is label your dish, including reheating instructions, and place it in the church refrigerator 
by 2:00 p.m. on the scheduled day of delivery. 

Our growing congregation has a variety of needs and the larger the number of volunteers we have, the 
more likely we can meet those needs.  Please give prayerful consideration to joining this fulfilling 
ministry. 

Email your questions or willingness to occasionally cook or deliver to Sue Mahurin and Barbara Winger 
at meals.fpcfranklin@gmail.com.   

Meal Ministry Needs You 

mailto:meals.fpcfranklin@gmail.com
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A note from Franklin Tomorrow:   

"Congratulations! First Presbyterian Church Franklin has been 
nominated for recognition in Franklin Tomorrow's Exemplary 
Community Volunteer Awards, set for Wednesday, July 26th, at 
the Franklin Theatre. The nomination was compiled by 
Randy Elliott & Brenda Hauk and highlights the church's 
dedication to BrightStone.”   

In 2007, Franklin Tomorrow established the Exemplary 
Community Volunteer Awards to honor the decades of service 
and tremendous impact of Anne T. Rutherford an FPC member, a 
founding member of Franklin Tomorrow and an active volunteer 
for many community organizations. The award recognizes the 
collective effort of an individual’s work, the impact on the 
agencies themselves, and the community at large. 

It is an honor for our church to be nominated. Way to go! 

Missions 

July 2NDSAT, Mission Partner: 

Society of St. Andrew & Green Beans!   

On a hot July morning, around 60 FPC friends gathered under the 
Boyce Pavilion to sort and bag some beautiful green beans that 
had been diverted from the landfill, knowing that by evening they 
would be on the tables of neighbors in need.  Approximately 3,000 
pounds of green beans from Chris Hughes of Hughes Farm and 
Produce in Crossville were green beans that he could not sell 
because of size, which he sent to us free of charge.  Thoughtful 
farmers, willing drivers and faithful sorters/baggers work together 
to make this happen.  Thank you FPC for always stepping up and 
showing up! 

 Beans were delivered to: 
• OneGenAway - 150 bags 
• Community Care Fellowship - 75 bags 
• GraceWorks - approx 50 bags 



P a g e  9  

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service. 

Calling All Drivers!  Would you be willing to make a monthly run to GraceWorks to deliver items from our 

Basic Essentials Cart?  Betsy Adgent delivers faithfully to both Bridges and My Friends House, the two other 
agencies we divide the cart items with.  FPC Mission is always looking for truck drivers for crop pickups (usually 
each July), the more drivers, the more beans we can divert from landfill!  This year our appreciation goes to David 
Boyette and new truck drivers Rick and Cindy Blackkburn, Lynn Hallum and Bruce and Betty Waterman.  Driving 
and delivering is a vital part of our ability to do crop events as well as taking items to our local mission partners 
from the Basic Essentials Cart (that need only a car), and a great way to make a difference!    

 

Christmas in August?  Actually it can be Christmas year 

round here at FPC.  There is a basket labeled “Manger” in our 
Basic Essentials Carts that will accept the wonderful buys we find 
year round for the The Manger, which is the annual Christmas 
program run by GraceWorks for eligible neighbors. With the gen-
erosity of the local community donating new items ($30 or less for 
infants to seniors), and with the help from teams of volunteers, a 
“store-like” environment is created just for these families to 
choose their own gifts. They are encouraged to make 
cash donations back into the program.  So, when you find those 
special items, go ahead and purchase and bring to FPC, we will 
carry them on to GraceWorks who puts them into storage until 
December.   

Have you been by Share the Table this year?   

Take a quick shopping run each Sunday in Wilson Hall.  This week I came home 
with a large bag of fresh jalapeno peppers, some cucumbers and yellow 
squash, a beautifully hand crafted wooden pen made by Al Wood as well as a 
book from the library!  Remember, all proceeds go directly to 
GraceWorks!  Bake a cake or bring an item you picked up from your travels, 
(such as these that were picked up during the recent Africa trip) it is a fun 
exchange that needs our commerce to thrive!   

Our library has also been downsized and many interesting books are available.  

                                                         - Cathy McCall 
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Sunday School Rally Day  

September 10 

9:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
Everyone will gather together for an overview of our new 

Sunday school year. The children and youth will be 

dismissed with their new grade-level teachers and have a 

short time in their classrooms. The adults will remain and 

hear an overview of each class being offered this fall.  

Our children, youth and one adult class will be using 

lectionary based curriculum that coincides with the 

Sunday scripture texts called Feasting on the Word.  

Come and Feast on the Word!  

10 Ways to Follow Jesus  

Hannah is entering kindergarten and Elijah is entering 6th grade this 

fall. During our summer Sunday school they created this list together.  

I absolutely love when they had the opportunity to work together to 

create this list of ways we all can follow Jesus. Thank you to all our 

summer volunteers that provide this multiage classroom.    

                                                                              ~ Kim Joiner 

Fall Sunday School, 9:45  to 10:30 am  

Aug. 6 & 13 Adults: Rm 211, The Road to Character; Youth: Rm 205 Janelle’s Office; Children: Rm 113 

Aug. 20 Adults & Youth: Rm 211, Rainelle, WV Mission Presentation; Children: Rm 113 

Aug. 27 Adults, Youth & Older Children: Rm 211, Youth Mission Presentation; Preschool Children: Rm 

113  

Sept.  3 Adults: Rm 211, Feasting on the Word Preview Class led by Jim Skillen; Youth: Rm 205 Janelle’s 

Office; Children: Rm 113  

Sept. 10 Rally Day for Everyone, All Are Welcome to join us in the Sanctuary at 9:45 am  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjrnrfOutzUAhWGSSYKHakvAlsQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.windsorparkunitedchurch.com%2Fworship%2Fnotes-on-the-notes%2Fnotes-on-the-notes-february-28-2016%2F&psig=AFQj
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Wednesday Night Live is the Perfect Mid-week Boost  

Join us September 6th  

Wednesday Night Live (WNL) will begin on September 6 at 6:00 p.m. 

WNL is a multigenerational program of several ministries of our 

church.  We invite you to come and give it a try!  

Fellowship: Dinner is ready at 6:00 p.m. and casual conversation and 

relationship building begins as well. No family pays over $15 and the 

meal is  free the week of your birthday...another great reason to join 

us! 

Music and Worship: The adult choir rehearses at 6:30.  Talk to Michael Snoddy about joining the choir! 

Mission: From November through March we host guests from the Room in the Inn program.   

Christian Education: Our beginning program for adults is outlined on the front page,  there are options 

for children and youth too. The nursery is available as well.  

Sunday Night Summit Parent vs. Kids  

Sept. 10  

5:30 to 7:00 p.m.  

Sunday Night Summit will have its fall kick off on Sept. 10 at 5:30 p.m. SNS includes 4 different age 

groups: Path 34 for 3rd & 4th grades; Trek 56 for 5th & 6th grades; Middle School for 7th & 8th; and High 

School for 9th – 12th graders.  During the school year a delicious dinner is served at 6:30 p.m. and par-

ents volunteer to cook, set up, and clean up. Leanne Hoeffler and Michele Boyette coordinate the men-

us, purchase the food, and have easy instructions for the volunteers. On Sept. 10 all parents of 3rd—

12th grade students  are invited to attend, play some games with the kids and get more information on 

the programming.  There is a nominal fee for the dinner and childcare is provided.  

Click here to sign up.  

Confirmation 2017-2018  

Our new class will begin Sunday, Sept. 10 at the Rally Day 

Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.  The Welcome to Confirmation 

Event for students, parents and Covenant Partners will be at 

4:00 p.m. that afternoon. This class is for students 6th grade 

and older. Contact Kim at kjoiner@fpcfranklin.org to be 

added to the group.  

Calling all Third Graders  

Our church presents a Children’s NRSV Bible 

to those entering third grade. Make plans to 

attend the Rally Day Sunday School on Sept. 

10 at 9:45 a.m.  Please let Kim Joiner know if 

your child needs to be on the list so we can 

have the Bible inscribed with their full name.  

Email Kim at kjoiner@fpcfranklin.org . 

https://www.seraphimchms.com/integrations/webforms.aspx?id=2b236a64-81d4-4fb9-89ce-b0d9e7af6b20&amp;cid=6d101720-d26b-4f1a-9fcc-e9505ef5fcdf
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Adult Sunday School Classes 2017 – 2018 

Sept—May classes meet every Sunday from 9:45 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

Adult Forum Class, Room 208 

This class studies a wide range of Presbyterian historical and contemporary books alongside the Bible. More 

information to come. 

Bethel Bible Series, Room 206 

This two-year Bible study is an overview of the Old and New Testaments.  

Contact: Susan Bowling (susan@raybowling.com) 

The Bible Class, Room 207 

A focus on ancient history in the Holy Land during a time span of 960 B.C. through 135 A.D.  

Contacts: Hugh DuPree (hughjdupree@gmail.com) and Duke Ellis (familyellisd@bellsouth.net). 

Christian Faith & Life Class, Room 201(Adult Library) 

A Bible study class that focuses on a particular book of the Bible and uses the Barclay’s Commentary as a 

resource. Contact: Missy Kitchings (missy@kitchings.net) 

Crossroads, Room 214 NEW THIS YEAR! No Matter the age we have crossroads in our faith. Come and share . 

The lessons will be Biblically based and the topics discussed will be relevant to modern Christian living through 

the discussion of current events using The Wired Word, an online curriculum. Contacts: Will Crunk  

(wwcrunk21@gmail.com); Vance Lahey (vancelahey@gmail.com); and Betty Webb 

(betty.webb42352@gmail.com) 

Exploration Class, Room 211(Barr Conf.) 

A spirited discussion based class with in depth conversation regarding the impact a faith based book has on our 

lives, our family, and our community.   

    Contact:  Doug Halleen (doug.halleen@mentorakid.org). 

Feasting on the Word, Room 214 

An in-depth study of the weekly Lectionary scripture text using Feasting on the Word curriculum.  

Contacts: Jim Skillen (jim@skillendad.com); Adam Crunk (adam.crunk@gmail.com; and  

Clarke Oldham (oldhamfamily@bellsouth.net). 

Living Faith Class, Room 213 

Video and podcast based class that views a 20-25 minute selection in class then has a guided discussion.  

Contact: Steve Lewis (stevelewis22@comcast.net). 

Parenting at All Stages and Ages, Room 215(Music Room) 

A book study class designed to help parents integrate their faith into their everyday life with their families.  

Contacts: Eva and Troy Dover (troyeva@comcast.net) and Kim Joiner (kjoiner@fpcfranklin.org)  
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Have you taken a  vacation this summer? Have you ever considered taking your vacation time to chaperone 

a youth mission trip or conference? We have many adults who gave of their time to be Adult Participants 

on our summer youth trips. We call them AP’s for short. The AP’s work, play, learn, and grow right along 

side the youth. However, the AP’s go above and beyond what the youth do because they are responsible 

for the youth in all situations. Our church is grateful to these faithful adults, we couldn’t have taken the 

trips without you!  

High School Mission Trip to Detroit: Mike Anderson, Jared Brinker, Chris Jones, Jessica Queen, Michael 

Reimer, Jennifer Sower and Margaret Whiteside 

Middle School Mission Trip to Asheville: Michele Boyette, Chuck Cairatti, and Katie Oldham  

High School Montreat Youth Conference: Leanne Hoeffler  

ANOTHER HUGE THANK YOU goes to our Director of Youth Ministries, Janelle Brinker. She helped organize 

and chaperone both mission trips with barely a week in between! Janelle also served as the “Princess He-

ro” at VBS and organizes the summer Wednesday meals for the youth, not to mention be ready for all our 

fall happenings for EVERYTHING youth. She is a wonderful  role model and relationship builder for our 

youth group. She begins her third and final year of her Masters of Youth Ministries this August. She is deep-

ly rooted in her faith and it is evident the way she loves and nurtures our youth.  

Thanks to Janelle and all our Adult Participants for a summer of service and helping to deepen connections 

with our youth and with God.  It is a joy to serve among you!   ~ Kim Joiner, Director of Christian Education 
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                     Youth News 

Where We’ve Been: 

Detroit: June 25-July 1  
25 of our  high school youth and adults spent a week serving 

alongside our neighbors in Detroit and falling in love with a city 

full of inspiring souls. Some of our more hilarious moments 

included finding and keeping a cement angel head during our lot 

clean up and hiding it to startle unsuspecting youth. This stunt  

was instigated by our very own Jessica Queen. Some of our more 

meaningful moments were getting to hear from community 

leaders who are going above and beyond to change their city, 

including the Detroit Police who chatted with us like old friends, 

and thanked us for our work in the city. It was an incredible trip!  

Asheville: July 9-14  
Not long after our high schoolers returned our middle school 

group headed to Asheville to participate in Asheville Youth 

Mission Immersion. 17 youth and adults spent the week visiting 

and serving alongside several organizations working to make 

Asheville a better place for ALL people. The theme was creating 

space, and all we practiced creating space in our hearts for the 

people we met in 

Asheville. Some of our 

more hilarious 

moments on this trip 

include a crazy game of “in a pickle” in which our wonderful youth 

converted Chuck Cairatti into a games person (at least for a little while). 

Some of our more meaningful moments were getting to hear stories from 

local veterans over a sack lunch, after planting flowers at the Veteran’s 

Restoration Quarters. It was a wonderful trip with an even more 

wonderful group!   

Montreat: July 23-29  
Kim Joiner and Leanne Hoeffler took three of our wonderful high school youth to Montreat Youth Conference for the 

week. Montreat Youth Conference (MYC) is a unique gathering of young people from all over the country for a week 

of study, worship, and recreation. We look forward to hearing from the crew when they return from a week of 

worship and fellowship!  

Youth Mission Trip Presentation: August 27th  
Join us at 9:45 a.m. Sun. Aug.  27th in Barr Conference Room to hear more inspiring and hilarious stories from our 

youth and adult participants. It is a mission trip presentation you won’t want to miss!  
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Coming up this fall:   

Student Leadership Team: Applications Available Today!  

This past school year was our first year for FPC Youth Ministries 

to have a Student Leadership Team, and it was a wonderful year. 

We are excited to have an even better year number two and we 

want you to join us!  

What do Student Leaders do? Student leaders are trained in 

hospitality and inclusion, that is the foundation of the Student 

Leadership team. Then throughout the year our student leaders 

plan and organize different events like the Live Nativity and Pro-

motion Plunge. Student leaders also provide valuable input 

about how Sunday School, WNL, and SNS can be improved all 

with the goal of creating a space that is welcoming to all.  

Who can join? All rising 7th-12th graders are welcome to join the FPC Student Leadership Team.  

Do I have to be outgoing? No! Leaders come in all shapes and sizes and diverse perspectives and personalities only 

make our team stronger!  

How do I join? Fill out an application ASAP (available outside Janelle’s office), then attend our mandatory leader 

training Friday evening, Aug. 11th and Saturday Aug 12th from 9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.     

 Youth Fall Kickoff Retreat: Aug. 27th  

Sign up for our Youth Fall Kickoff Retreat August 27th.  It will be 

an afternoon of fun in the sun at Hank and Cathy McCall’s cabin 

on the river. There will be pizza for lunch,  games, team building 

activities, snacks, and more! And it is free for you and your 

friends! Parents and APs are welcome! This will be a time of fel-

lowship that you won’t want to miss. So mark your calendar, 

invite a friend, and sign up today on the bulletin board outside 

of Janelle’s office! Please Sign up no later than Aug. 20th.   

 

Sunday Night Summit: Sept. 10 

This fall at Sunday Night Summit we will gather at 5:30 p.m.in the (newly updated) youth space for a game or warm 

up activity followed by a lesson inspired by The Book of Uncommon Prayer: Contemplative and Celebratory Prayers 

and Worship Services for Youth Ministry. This year at Sunday Night Summit we hope to incorporate more student 

leadership! Students and Adult Participants will be learning and growing alongside each other as youth take turns 

leading activities, prayers, and more. Following our time of devotion and learning together we will share a meal in 

Wilson Hall. I look forward to another year of growing together in faith at Sunday Night Summit. I hope to see you 

there!  
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From the Director of Music, Michael P. Snoddy 

   T h e  F r a n k l i n  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

Greetings to All! 

 

Twenty-five.  Twenty-five cents. Twenty-five seconds. Twenty-five years old.  

None of this seems like too long but is, in some way, a lifetime for a building that 

is utilized as much as ours.  Time seems only to fly and the twenty-five years of 

life contained in this building must seem, to some, like just twenty-five seconds. 

We are grateful for the success of the recent Capital Campaign and for the 

opportunity we have to renew a portion of our physical plant to so we may 

continue to, as scripture instructs, “renew our minds”.   

 

Contemporary hymn-writer Brian Wren captures just such a moment of reflection and renewal in the 

following way: 

 

 This is a day of new beginnings, time to remember and move on, 

 time to believe what love is bringing, laying to rest the pain that’s gone. 

 

 For by the life and death of Jesus, God’s mighty Spirit, now as then 

 can make for us a world of difference, as faith and hope are born again.  

 

 Then let us, with the Spirit’s daring, step from the past and leave behind, 

 our disappointment, guilt, and grieving, seeking new paths, and sure to find. 

 

 Christ is alive, and goes before us to show and share what love can do. 

 This is a day of new beginnings; our God is making all things new. 

 

 In faith we’ll gather round the table to taste and share what love can do. 

 This is a day of new beginnings; our God is making all things new.  

 

As Pastor Chris reminds us, there is much that takes place between font and table.  Indeed, it is the place 

where “church” happens – where faith is deepened, where we are sustained week by week and month by 

month.  As it has been said, “We shape buildings, and buildings shape us.” 

 

As we continue to enjoy a renewed facility may we continue to be renewed in our call to gather round the 

table, to taste and to share, to be part of what God is doing in making not just this place, but the whole 

world new.   

 

Grace and peace to you, 

 

 

Michael  
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Musical Musings for August 
Summer Music Opportunity – A Word of Thanks 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the following individuals who have (or will)  generously 

share their musical gifts with our very appreciative congregation:  

Parker Sellers – Ben Kahan – Ann Osborne – Sandy Johns – Melissa Dufrechou –  

Randy Frame – Claire Crunk – Jenna Crunk – Emma Sowers –  

Jeanette Long – Ryan and Sarah Fox – Nancy Faye Williams – 

 Jonathan Moyers – J. Edward Campbell – Tom Wilhoite 
 

 

Fall Schedule Reminders 
As you enjoy your summer break we are busy at work preparing for fall and cordially invite you to join us, 

whether for the first time or as a continuing part of our musical community.   

We are strengthened and encouraged by your participation.  Join us this fall! 
 

Carillon Adult Handbell Choir – Resumes Wednesday, August 16th at 5:15 p.m. (Room 215) 

Chancel/Chapel Choir – Resumes Wednesday, August 16th at 6:30 p.m. (Room 215) 

Children’s Music Gathering Time – Resumes Sunday, September 17th at 9:45 a.m. (Room 215)   

 

Upcoming Fall Dates  
 

Music Commissioning – Sunday, September 17th  

Reformation/Kirkin’ of the Tartan – Sunday, October 29th 

All Saints Sunday – Sunday, November 5th 

Christmas Carol Sing – Sunday, December 3rd through Sunday, December 24th 

A Service of Lessons & Carols – Sunday, December 17th  



FPC PreSchool News 
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FPC Women of all ages, reserve November 3-5 to join us at 
NaCoMe for our annual women’s retreat. We are excited that 
Rev. Lindsey Groves will be our speaker for the retreat.  Lindsey 
is the UKirk minister to Belmont and Vanderbilt. UKirk Nashville 
is a Christian community dedicated to experiencing Christ on 
campus through worship, mission, and fellowship.  It is a 
ministry of the Presbyterian Church (USA), and our congregation 
has a history of occasionally providing meals for them.  We look 
forward to learning from Lindsey and building relationships. 

More information to come this fall, but if you have any 
questions in the meantime, contact Stephanie Lampley 
(stephphilli@yahoo.com or 615-484-7726). We hope you will join us for the weekend or the day. 

Women’s Retreat - Save The date! 

September 23 Lunch and Learn in Wilson Hall  

11:00 Potluck, 11:45 Presentation  

What goes on in the City of Franklin Board of Mayor and Alderman’s meetings?  

J. Edward Campbell, member of the Housing  Commission of the city of Franklin will moderate and ask 

questions of visiting Aldermen to give us insight into the inner workings of the city of Franklin.  

Lunch and Learn Events are sponsored by the Christian 

Education Senior Adult Ministry Team. Their programs are targeted to 

those aged 55 and above but any age is welcome and would benefit 

from the educational presentations and the fellowship.  

October 21 Lunch and Learn in Wilson Hall  

11:00 Potluck, 11:45 Presentation  

Solving the Medicare Puzzle 
 

Are you turning 65 soon or just turned 65 years young? If so, please join us Oct. 21 for FPC's Saturday 

lunch and learn. Solving the Medicare puzzle will focus on what you need to know and do if you are 

eligible for Medicare benefits. Betty Webb, who recently retired from TN Farm Bureau Health Plans, will 

be speaking on the topic and will give an overview of how to navigate the sometimes complicated maze 

of options for Medicare. She has made the presentation to numerous regional Farm Bureau Office 

conferences, and will be sharing it with us. 

mailto:stephphilli@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

Church Picnic - Date to be announced  

5 Points Swing Band - September 30 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Wilson Hall 

Fall Trunk or Treat - October 29 - 3:00 - 5:00 p.m.,  

Preschool Parking Lot 

Women’s Retreat - November 3 – 5, NaCoMe 
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Thank You 

Dear First Presbyterian Church Franklin, 

By God’s grace, we provide immediate and long-term 

resources to our neighbors in need. 

We do this through 20 different programs, including 

our food pantry, emergency financial assistance, 

children’s programs, seasonal support, holiday food 

baskets, disaster relief and so much more.  

Your gift has allowed us to provide a cart full of food to 

a family whose father recently lost his job. Your gift has 

given hope to a mother because her water was turned 

back on after being disconnected. Your gift will help 

prevent hunger and provide weekend food for 

students in our community. Your gift will put a smile on 

the face of a disabled grandmother who is taking care 

of her grandchildren. They thank you and GraceWorks 

thanks you. 

Sincerely, 

Erin Saurers 

Volunteer and Donor Relations Manager 

 

Our VBS Trek 56 group received: 

Hello 

Thank you so much for serving our center by 

planting flowers, washing windows and spend-

ing time with our children. Blessings to you 

and we look forward to seeing you soon. 

Community Child Care, 

Tara Blue 
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August 6, 2017 
 

 
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 13    

 
 

Sermon: True Love 
   
 

Liturgists 
   8:30:  Duke Ellis 
 11:00:  Clarke Oldham 
 
 

Hospitality Team 1 
 8:30: Ryan, Sarah, Hannah and Elizabeth 
Fox; Fred and Sue Banner; Keith Legenzoff; 
Shirley Malchow; Janice Stevens 
 
    11:00: Jenna Crunk; Sandra Fields; Dave 
Peacock; Cary, Robin, and Lexie Pulliam; Bruce, 
Jaclyn, Sammy and Joseph Tarkington  
 
Children's Worship 

   8:30: Katie Oldham; Brian Keener 
 11:00: Kim Joiner; Helper 

August 13, 2017 
Communion 

 

Scripture: Ephesians 2:1-10 
 
 

Sermon: Our Hearts are Restless... 
   
 

Liturgists 
   8:30: Duke Ellis  
 11:00: Sue Mahurin 
 
 

Hospitality Team 2 
 8:30:  Myers Parsons; Duke Ellis; Tim, Leah, 
Stein; Susan Williams; Bruce and Betty 
Waterman  
  
    11:00: Roberta Chamberlain; Avery DeYoung;  
Tony, Lauren, Claire and Kinley Inglis   
 
 
Children's Worship 
      8:30: CW Leader; Helper 
    11:00: Patti Kelly; Hannah Anderson 
 
 
 

Homebound Communion 
Tony Inglis; Steve Lewis 
 
 
 
 

Communion Preparation 
Shirley Draper; Anne Parsons 
 
 
 
 

Communion Clean-up 
Jeanette Crosswhite; Jan Rhodes  

August 20, 2017 
 
 

 
Scripture: Job 38:1-7; 42:1-6   
 
 

Sermon: Dizzying Freedom   
 
                   
Liturgists 
      8:30: Ryan Fox 
 11:00: Mike Moyers 
 
 
Hospitality Team 3 
 8:30: Chris, Jennifer, Meryl, Brooks and Hollis 
Godwin; Chris, Casey, Jack, Julia and Samuel 
Pianta 
 
  11:00:  Brent, Jennifer, Emma, Elijah and Owen 
Sower; Ken, Ann, Josh and Madison Zander 
 
Children's Worship 

      8:30: Kim Joiner; Helper 
 11:00: CW Leader; Helper 
     

Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service. 

August 27, 2017 
 

 
Scripture: Mark 8:22-26   
 
 

Sermon: Character in the Age of the Selfie   
 
 

Liturgists 
      8:30: Ryan Fox 
 11:00: Mike Moyers  
 
 
Hospitality Team 4 
   8:30: Betsy Adgent; Will Crunk; Priscilla 
Duarte; Ruthie Moulton; Don Savage  
 
 11:00: Chris, Julie, Spencer, Ellie and Gracie 
Jones; Jessica Queen  
 
Children's Worship 
      8:30: CW Leader; Helper 
    11:00: CW Leader; Helper 
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Baptism 

The First 

Presbyterian 

Church family 

extends prayers and 

sympathy to the 

following people 

and to other 

members of their 

family during their 

time of loss. 

 
The family of Pat Johnson on 

the death of her niece, Angela 

Flippen, who died on June 28, 

2017. 

 

The family of Ginny Lund on 

the death of her brother, Herb 

Raynes, who died on July 9, 

2017. 

Bailey and Jill Pratt, along with big sister Jiselle, presented 
Jenevieve for baptism on Sunday, July  16, 2017. She was 
welcomed into our family of faith with joy and thanksgiving. 
Last year our 5th grade Sunday school class made cards of 
welcome and baptism candles for the family to help 
Jenevieve remember her baptism and that she is indeed a 
wonderful child of God. We will remember our promise to 
nurture her in the faith.  

Bailey, Jiselle, Jill and Jenevieve Pratt and 

Pastor Chris Joiner 
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 June 
Actual 

June 
Budget 

March-June 
Actual 

March-June 
Budget 

Income 74,204.84 80,217.00 302,163.15 320,867.00 

Fixed Expenses 66,874.85 67,952.62 260,484.57 265,118.48 

Other Expenses 13, 490.59 17,400.67 45,118.79 58,722.66 

Income Over (under)  

expenses 

(6,160.60) (5,136.29) (3,440.21) (2,974.14) 

Church Financial Information 

Stewardship and Finance would like to report to the congregation the following financial information.  

1 
Blair Reynolds 

2 
Connor Lewis 
Arleen Munk 

3 
Hailey Gillum 

4 
Ainsley Coleman 

Jim Mahurin 
Nancy Sevier 

Charlotte Thomason 

5 
Greg Bennorth 

Rita Ferari 
Jerry Houston 

Eliza Jones 
Sam Pianta 

6 
Bruce Clark 
Ellie Jones 

Gracie Jones 
7 

Sarah Fox 
Becky Wahlfeld 

 

8 
Bob Boyce 

Cameron Hutson 
Susan Jones 

Marley Latreille 
Ginny Nichols 

 

9 
Julie Jones 

Mike Moyers 
Bryant Patrick 

Watson Pulliam 
Caroline Pulliam 

 

10 
Don Bittick 

Marcie Lentz 
 

11 
Sally Bullock 
Terry Love 

Jimmy Roberts 
 

12 
Kay Hartman 

Margaret Whiteside 
 

13 
Lucy Lampley 

Michelle Harless 
14 

Charles Higley 
16 

Camdon Collier 
 
 

 

17 
Daniel Burns 
Wren Burns 

Alex Quintana 
 

18 
Nancy Faye Williams 

 
19 

Jim Pennington 
 
 
 

20 
Christy McAfee 

21 
Sadie Jones 

Amelia Tschantz 

22 
Alberta Hunter 
Harding McCall 

24 
Mary Fran Ligon 

Amelia Young 
25 

Hugh DuPree 
Bob Kopjoe 

Phillip Whiteside 
Paul Wilson 

Charley Winger 
Al Wood 

Amy Wylie 
 

27 
Tee Billingsley 

Lashlee Garafola 
Russ Phillips 

 

28 
Susan Burns 

Richard Huddleston 
Brandon Latreille 
Brenda Plunkett 

Mike Porter 
Michael Snoddy 

 

29 
Glenda Andrews 

 
 
 
 
 

Please note:  Birthdays are published weekly in Enews and 

monthly in the newsletter.  If you would prefer not to be 

listed, please email rgarner@fpcfranklin.org for the Enews 

and  newsletter. 

August  Birthdays 

 T h e  F r a n k l i n  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

 

 
 

30 
Lena Crunk 

Linnie Frazier 
Mark Savage 

 

31 
Ella Carollo 

Katie Combos 
Shane Lewis 
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Tuesday, August 1 

Morning: Pss. 54; 146 

Evening: Pss. 28; 99 

2 Sam. 3:6–21; Acts 

16:6–15; Mark 6:30–46 
 

Wednesday, August 2  

Morning: Pss. 65; 147:1–

11 Evening: Pss. 125; 91 

2 Sam. 3:22–39; Acts 

16:16–24; Mark 6:47–56 
 

Thursday, August 3 

Morning: Pss. 143; 

147:12–20 Evening: Pss. 

81; 116; 2 Sam. 4:1–12; 

Acts 16:25–40; Mark 7:1

–23 
 

Friday, August 4 

Morning: Pss. 88; 148 

Evening: Pss. 6; 20 

2 Sam. 5:1–12; Acts 17:1

–15; Mark 7:24–37 
 

Saturday, August 5 

Morning: Pss. 122; 149 

Evening: Pss. 100; 63 

2 Sam. 5:22–6:11; Acts 

17:16–34; Mark 8:1–10 
 

Sunday, August 6 

9th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Morning: Pss. 108; 150 

Evening: Pss. 66; 23 

2 Sam. 6:12–23; Rom. 

14:7–12; John 1:43–51 
 

Monday, August 7 

Morning: Pss. 62; 145 

Evening: Pss. 73; 9 

2 Sam. 7:1–17; Acts 18:1

–11; Mark 8:11–21 
 

Tuesday, August 8 

Morning: Pss. 12; 146 

Evening: Pss. 36; 7 

2 Sam. 7:18–29 

Acts 18:12–28 

Mark 8:22–33 

Friday, August 25 

Morning: Pss. 130; 148 

Evening: Pss. 32; 139 

2 Sam. 19:24–43; Acts 

24:24–25:12; Mark 12:35

–44 
 

Saturday, August 26 

Morning: Pss. 56; 149 

Evening: Pss. 118; 111 

2 Sam. 23:1–7, 13–17 

Acts 25:13–27; Mark 13:1

–13 
 

Sunday, August 27 

12th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Morning: Pss. 67; 150 

Evening: Pss. 46; 93 

2 Sam. 24:1–2, 10–25 

Gal. 3:23–4:7; John 8:12–

20 
 

Monday, August 28 

Morning: Pss. 57; 145 

Evening: Pss. 85; 47 

1 Kings 1:(1–4) 5–31 

Acts 26:1–23; Mark 13:14

–27 
 

Tuesday, August 29 

Morning: Pss. 54; 146 

Evening: Pss. 28; 99 

1 Kings 1:32–2:4 (5–46a); 

46b; Acts 26:24–27:8; 

Mark 13:28–37 
 

Wednesday, August 30 

Morning: Pss. 65; 147:1–

11 

Evening: Pss. 125; 91 

1 Kings 3:1–15; Acts 27:9

–26; Mark 14:1–11 
 

Thursday, August 31 

Morning: Pss. 143; 

147:12–20 Evening: Pss. 

81; 116; 1 Kings 3:16–28 

Acts 27:27–44 

Mark 14:12–26 

Thursday, August 17 

Morning: Pss. 97; 147:12–

20 

Evening: Pss. 16; 62 

2 Sam. 15:1–18; Acts 21:27–

36; Mark 10:32–45 
 

Friday, August 18 

Morning: Pss. 51; 148 

Evening: Pss. 142; 65 

2 Sam. 15:19–37; Acts 21:37

–22:16; Mark 10:46–52 
 

Saturday, August 19 

Morning: Pss. 104; 149 

Evening: Pss. 138; 98 

2 Sam. 16:1–23; Acts 22:17–

29; Mark 11:1–11 
 

Sunday, August 20 

11th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Morning: Pss. 19; 150 

Evening: Pss. 81; 113 

2 Sam. 17:1–23; Gal. 3:6–

14; John 5:30–47 
 

Monday, August 21 

Morning: Pss. 135; 145 

Evening: Pss. 97; 112 

2 Sam. 17:24–18:8; Acts 

22:30–23:11; Mark 11:12–

26 
 

Tuesday, August 22 

Morning: Pss. 123; 146 

Evening: Pss. 30; 86 

2 Sam. 18:9–18; Acts 23:12–

24; Mark 11:27–12:12 
 

Wednesday, August 23 

Morning: Pss. 15; 147:1–11 

Evening: Pss. 48; 4 

2 Sam. 18:19–33; Acts 23:23

–35; Mark 12:13–27 

Wednesday, August 9 

Morning: Pss. 96; 147:1–11 

Evening: Pss. 132; 134 

2 Sam. 9:1–13; Acts 19:1–10; 

Mark 8:34–9:1 
 

Thursday, August 10 

Morning: Pss. 116; 

147:12–20 

Evening: Pss. 26; 130 

2 Sam. 11:1–27; Acts 19:11–

20; Mark 9:2–13 
 

Friday, August 11 

Morning: Pss. 84; 148 

Evening: Pss. 25; 40 

2 Sam. 12:1–14; Acts 19:21–

41; Mark 9:14–29 
 

Saturday, August 12 

Morning: Pss. 63; 149 

Evening: Pss. 125; 90 

2 Sam. 12:15–31; Acts 20:1–

16; Mark 9:30–41 
 

Sunday, August 13 

10th Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Morning: Pss. 103; 150 

Evening: Pss. 117; 139 

2 Sam. 13:1–22; Rom. 15:1–

13; John 3:22–36 
 

Monday, August 14 

Morning: Pss. 5; 145 

Evening: Pss. 82; 29 

2 Sam. 13:23–39; Acts 20:17–

38; Mark 9:42–50 
 

Tuesday, August 15 

Morning: Pss. 42; 146 

Evening: Pss. 102; 133 

2 Sam. 14:1–20; Acts 21:1–14; 

Mark 10:1–16 
 

Wednesday, August 16 

Morning: Pss. 89:1–18; 

147:1–11 

Evening: Pss. 1; 33 
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   Return Service Requested 

PHONE:  (615) 794-5114     

FAX:  (615) 794-5188 

PRESCHOOL:  (615) 791-9061 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP:  8:30 & 11:00 A.M. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:45 A.M. 
 

CHURCH  STAFF 

Chris Joiner, Pastor 

Anne Keener, Pastoral Assistant 

Michael Snoddy, Director of Music 

Kim Joiner, Director of Christian Education 

Janelle Brinker, Director of Youth Ministries 

Cheri Lindsley, Preschool Director 

Glenda Andrews, Office Administrator 

Sarah Cochran,  Accountant 

Becky Garner, Administrative Assistant 

Jerry Russell, Sexton 

Peter Riek, Assistant Sexton 

Kate Lasseter, Nursery Coordinator 

Kelly Oldham, Nursery Coordinator 

Thomas D. Walker, Pastor Emeritus 

Accountant's Corner 

If you would like a statement of your 2017 first 
and second quarter giving, please email Sarah 
Cochran at scochran@fpcfranklin.org.   

Beginning on August 14, Sarah’s office hours will 
return to 9-2 on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays. 

CLICK HERE  to view the church calendar on our 

website.   
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