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 God’s home will be among mortals. 
This is the promise given to the prophet Isaiah long ago.  

To a people in exile, longing for home, God announces that God will make a home with the people.  
God’s holy mountain will be a symbol of a world at peace,  

where even the animals who were once predator and prey will dwell in peace. 
Advent dawns in 2022 in a world longing for home. The promises of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany remain for us 
strong signs of God’s faithfulness. We are once again excited to be able to share with the people of First Presbyterian 

Church these scripture reflections and prayers in the unique voices of the people of God from within this  
congregation. We thank each person who has contributed to this booklet for sharing of yourself. 

This Advent marks the beginning of a worship schedule change for us.  
Starting the First Sunday of Advent, we will worship at 10:15 AM as one community.  

We pray this will be a kind of homecoming for all of us, and we encourage everyone who is comfortable worshiping 
in person to join us for these special Sundays. 

This booklet is designed for daily use either alone or with others. The weekends provide a liturgy for worship in the 
home. Likewise, a daily email will come to everyone with the reflection for that day.  

God makes God’s home with us. Let us join together in receiving this great promise and living by its light. 
 

Peace, Pastor Chris 
 

Artwork by Mike Moyers 
 
 
 

First Weekend in Advent – Sunday, November 27, 2022 
(If you have an Advent wreath, gather around it.) 

 
We light this candle in hope. (Light the first candle.) 
 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, bring us home to hope. 
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5 
Reflection: What are key words and phrases that stand out to you in this passage?  
For what do you hope during Advent? How might we “learn war no more?” 
If you have online access, post photos or reflections on the word “hope” via your  
preferred social media. #fpchope 
Prayer: God of hope, you show us a vision of a world in which everyone learns from 
you the ways of life. Renew us in hope, so that we may be alert to the dawning of 
Christ’s advent among us. God of promise, God of hope, Word made flesh, come into our heart and home. 

 
Spotify Advent/Christmas Hymn Playlist: http://fpcfranklin.org/advent 

We suggest listening to this playlist as you read and meditate on each daily devotion. 
 First Week of Advent: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel; Come Thou Redeemer Of The Earth; Come Thou Fount; 

Wait for the Lord; O Come All Ye Faithful; O Come Divine Messiah; In The Bleak Midwinter 
 

https://www.mikemoyersfineart.com/home
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/73vSpD5KbXcxfdoEHEEqNL?si=4941ac981e3b4985
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Monday, November 28 
Kim Joiner, Director of Christian Education: Watchful Waiting 

Isaiah 2:1-5 —God promised there will be a time when everyone gets along. It will be so peaceful that people won’t 
need swords or spears anymore. All the weapons will be turned into garden tools (plowshares and pruning hooks). All 
the people will be transformed by the word of the Lord and no one will have to learn of war anymore! This  
vision for peace and the promise of no judgement can shape our Advent 2022. We can stand tall and be the Advent 
light that Isaiah is inviting us to embody. We have to position ourselves into watchful waiting to bring God’s light and 
love into the world.  
Reflection: Be an Advent candle! Watch for times when you can add light and love when you see it is needed. Watch 
for times when someone needs a little kindness or a compliment. Watch for times when someone is sad and a smile or 
even a joke will brighten their day. Each week of Advent we add a candle, just think: If we keep adding light and love 
we will no longer need those weapons, and God’s Kingdom will be a thriving and life-giving garden here on earth.  
Prayer: Spirit of the Living God, be the Gardener of my soul.  
For so long I have been waiting, silent and still--experiencing a winter of the soul.  
But now, in the strong name of Jesus Christ, I dare to ask:  
Clear away the dead growth of the past,  
Break up the hard clods of custom and routine,  
Stir in the rich compost of vision and challenge,  
Bury deep in my soul the implanted Word,  
Cultivate and water and tend my heart,  
Until new life buds and opens and flowers.  
Amen. (from Prayers From the Heart by Richard Foster)  

 
Tuesday, November 29 

Martha Johnson: Are You Ready to Go? 
Matthew 24: 36-44 —Advent is a time of waiting for the first coming of Christ, but also for the second coming. It 
seems in this scripture that Jesus is warning us that we need to spend this time waiting in productive ways, so that we 
are ready for our own deaths or for what most certainly is the second coming of Christ. Since we don’t know when 
this day will be, we best be prepared. But what does it mean to be alert, awake, ready, prepared? I am reminded of the 
poem The Dash by Linda Ellis. The poet writes about the dash between the year of our birth and the year of our death. 
It’s the dash (how we live our lives) that’s important, not the dates. If I remember correctly, one of my  
favorite sermons involved linking that poem to a quote from N.T. Wright in Surprised by Hope: “What you do in the 
present—by painting, preaching, singing, sewing, praying, teaching, building hospitals, digging wells, campaigning 
for justice, writing poems, caring for the needy, loving your neighbor as yourself—will last into God’s future. These 
activities…are part of what we may call building for God’s kingdom”. I love the idea of building for God’s kingdom 
while we wait. And doesn’t Wright give us some great ideas as to what getting ready really means? Let’s all put on 
our “Traveling Shoes” (a wonderful gospel song), do our duty as Christians, and be ready to go!  
Reflection: What have you done in the past to build for God’s kingdom? Identify several new activities you can do 
during this Advent season to help you wake up and build. Remember they can be small things. Just do them!  
Prayer: Father, thank you for the choice you give us to do your will here on earth and thereby build your kingdom. 
Help us to choose wisely, so that we are awake and ready for the return of Christ. Amen. 
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Wednesday, November 30 
Cathy McCall: The Light 

Isaiah 2:5 —All the selected scriptures for this first week of Advent talk of action, spreading peace, walking in light, 
spears into plowshares, being alert, living honorably, watching for the unexpected; urgency seems to be demanded at 
every turn. Isaiah, David, Matthew, and Paul all suggest motion… “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord...”; “Let us go to the house of the Lord”; “...wake up from sleep’; “…you must be ready...” Yet, they are also 
the words that begin the waiting time, the first days as we begin our paths through Advent. I read and reread, trying 
to understand whether I was being called to actively wait or passively get to work; I had never studied them so  
closely. Finally, I listened to them all on Audible. Perhaps David Suchet’s calm narration helped me slow down and 
to hear the words without bias rather than pre deciding their meaning. The ancient words soothed, even while  
detailing chaos in the world, disappointments we have in ourselves, and the angst that surrounds can engulf us. I  
began to hear some of the words as a parent assuring their child. This is all here, yes, but there is also light to walk 
in. There is a peace, a stillness in this light that is available to us. The world will continue to whiz by with  
confusions, sicknesses, disappointments as we wait, as we work, and as we celebrate and spend time with those we 
love. Be ready and alert for the light around us as well. 
Reflection: “Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!”  Briefly, throughout your day, step into light, close your 
eyes and breath in deeply a moment of Advent stillness. 
Prayer: Lord of Light, thank you for our world.  Help us as we go through these days of Advent to share your peace 
freely.  Help us to be patient in our waiting, even while alert and supportive to the needs of those around us.  Amen. 

 
Thursday, December 1 

Naomi McQuiller: The Unexpected Hour 
Matthew 24:36-44 —As a child, I didn’t understand the passage of time, let alone the concept of waiting. In  
situations that required patience, the famous phrases “are we there yet?” and “just five more minutes!” emerged. I 
needed to know when to expect things. As all humans do, I longed for instant gratification – the comfort of knowing, 
the feeling of safety, and the ease of anxiety and other emotions. As an adult, I’ve had to prepare presentations and 
wait for feedback. I’ve had to prepare for the possibility of “no” and “not yet.” These scenarios can be coupled with 
a sense of the unknown. As the body of Christ, we are to prepare, get ready, and wait for the days to come – the last 
days. The word “advent” stems from the Latin root “Adventus”, which signals the arrival of a notable or important 
person. For Christians, our notable, special guest is the Son of Man. We can find comfort in knowing that Jesus the 
Messiah came to fulfill what was said in the Law and through the prophets. But what about His return? The disciples 
witnessed signs, wonders, and miracles. However, they did not receive reassurance or an outline regarding the  
Return. Imagine hearing from Jesus, the Son of GOD, that even He doesn’t know the hour in which He will return 
and fulfill the Word given to the prophet Isaiah. When will the LORD’s house be established on the highest of 
mountains? When shall the nations go to the house of the GOD of Jacob? When will nation cease to lift up sword 
against nation and no longer learn war? It will all come to pass in the Unexpected Hour.  
Reflection: Living in the unknown can be made more active and joyful when we purposefully engage in the faith 
and hope of what is to come. This passage calls us to be intentional in our waiting. How can we apply our 
“adventus” practices to the coming of the last days? 
Prayer: Lord of the Unexpected Hour, You are with us in the waiting. Guide us as we prepare, get ready, and wait. 
Help us to stay on our toes for the good of the Kingdom. May it be so – Amen. 
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Friday, December 2 
Elise Lasseter: Advent Drawing 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second Weekend in Advent – Saturday, December 3—Sunday, December 4, 2022 
(If you have an Advent wreath, gather around it.) 

 
We light this candle in hope. (Light the first candle) 
 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, bring us home to hope. 
We light this candle for peace. (Light the second candle) 
 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, bring us home to peace. 
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10 
Reflection: If you are able, find a tree and read this passage under its branches. 
Notice any animal life around you. How does the reading of this text in that  
setting help it to make sense?  
If you have online access, post photos or reflections on the word “peace” via 
your preferred social media. #fpcpeace 
Prayer: God of hope, God of peace, you speak to us of a world where they will 
not hurt or destroy but live in peace. Help us to live as peacemakers joining your work in the world. God of promise, 
God of peace, Word made flesh, come into our heart and home. 

 
Spotify Advent/Christmas Hymn Playlist: http://fpcfranklin.org/advent 

We suggest listening to this playlist as you read and meditate on each daily devotion. 
Second Week of Advent: In Dulci Jubilo; Ecce Novum; Peace Child; Ubi Caritas; Angels We Have Heard on High; 

Coventry Carol; We Three Kings 

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/73vSpD5KbXcxfdoEHEEqNL?si=4941ac981e3b4985
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Monday, December 5 
Mary Sellers Shaw, Associate Pastor: Welcoming Light  

Romans 15:4-13—“Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you.” In this Advent season, the 
distinction here feels all the more important: welcome as Christ has welcomed you—not as we have welcomed Christ. 
For in the midst of the preparations for Christmas, we are reminded that Jesus was, by many, not welcomed during his 
time on earth. From his birth in a stable with no room in the inn to his adulthood ministry that ultimately led to his 
crucifixion, Jesus’s life was one where he radically welcomed even when those around him rejected and humiliated 
him. As we prepare for Christmas, let us pay attention to ways we can show welcome to those around us—not only 
those who come naturally across our paths, but all those whom Christ welcomes into God’s kingdom. We welcome 
the Hard Bargain neighbors, the Room In The Inn guests, the visitors on Sunday morning. Perhaps we show welcome 
to an estranged family member or a difficult coworker. Or maybe this welcome looks like making gluten free cookies 
for a neighbor that you know has an allergy. May this season prepare our hearts for the festivities not only with those 
we know and love well, but also for the acquaintance and stranger. In this, we open ourselves up to the true wonder 
that Christ brought into this world: the good news that in Him, all are found. In this, we prepare our own hearts to 
welcome Christ as well. Let us ready ourselves for Christ to come again, a new opportunity each season to remember 
the hope, peace, joy, and love that Jesus’s coming brings to us. We celebrate being in community together, known and 
beloved by both God and by one another.  
Reflection: How can you show welcome to someone new this season? What is a new tradition you could try out to 
show Christ’s welcome to others?  
Prayer: God, we pray that you give us the courage to welcome others, not as we are tempted to as humans, but as 
Christ shows welcome to all. Guide us to encounter your true love and joy in this season. Amen.  

 
Tuesday, December 6 

Francie Gottlieb, Trusting in Him and Being Resilient Through Tough Times 
Romans 15:4-13 — Everyone has their own life circumstances whether positive or negative. When Mary Sellers 
Shaw and Sam Belcher brought up the devotional opportunity I was all in. At the same time I did not know what the 
devotional would be. After reading Romans 15:4-13, the passage is about trusting God, enduring even through hard 
times, and about how God has chosen us even before we were alive. Trust can be hard for people in general.  
Especially when one has been hurt before by someone they trusted. God always wants what is best for us and trusts us 
as his people to do good in his creation. In Romans 15:2, Paul says “We should help others do what is right and build 
them up in the Lord.” On another point, trusting when a difficult challenge has come one´s way is very hard. God has 
helped me get through hard times that were opportunities to strengthen my relationship with Him. Going to the Father 
is a good start to solve any problem. Going to God with our problems and life events is what we should do. It does not 
have to be negative at all to give it to God. He has chosen us since before we were born. He has chosen us to spread 
His word, do His good work, and praise Him. 
Reflection: God wants us to live as He would by being kind to others. This could be helping out a friend or even be as 
little as holding the door. 
Prayer: Dear Lord, please help us to be more like you. Guide us in ways that we may share Your love and trust in you 
more than mere worldly fixations. Help us to trust others and show You through everything that we do. It’s in Your 
name I pray. Amen.  
 



A d v e n t  D e v o t i o n a l  P a g e  8  

 

Wednesday, December 7 
Hugh DuPree: Trust & Hope—Therefore Faith 

Romans 15:4-13—Two personal characteristics that we Christians should and must rely on during the short time of 
our lives on this earth are trust in our God and our hope for the future. From the earliest Biblical record, through  
endless generations, to our present state of affairs—trust and hope remain of maximum importance. For without our 
trust in our God—and without our hope for the future – we cannot exist within God’s kingdom and live His plan for 
our lives. It all starts at the beginning as we sing in the Gloria Patri. “As it was in the beginning, is now and ever 
SHALL BE” – and we are living the “is NOW” portion of this hymn of praise today. We are right now in the middle 
place in God’s plan—between birth and death. I like to think about how many things we think about that come in 
“threes”—especially in the religious portions of our lives. There seems to be a more definitive understanding of our 
standing depending on what you believe through trust, hope, and faith. Think about: Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Birth, 
Life, Death; Chosen, Elected, Pre-Destined. So here we are again at Advent time speaking about our hope based upon 
our trust, hope, and faith in the Almighty. The Scots certainly believed—check out the Scots Confession in our Book 
of Confessions. Trust is a main component of this treatise. The Westminster Confession of Faith is another prime  
example of both trust and faith which conveys to us our hope for the future. Finally, Romans 15:12-13 speaks to us 
about trust (v. 12) and hope (v. 13). So during this Advent season, let us think about our trust and our hope and our 
faith in an omnipotent, all powerful, and benevolent God that forgives us our shortcomings and blesses us daily. This 
noted prayer is a good start. “Lord, pardon what I have been, sanctify what I am, and order what I shall be, that Thine 
may be the Glory and mine the eternal salvation.” As Pastor Chris says: “Let it be so.” – Amen.  
Reflection: What are you hoping for this Advent season? In what situation do you need to place your trust in God?  
Prayer: Lord, pardon what I have been, sanctify what I am, and order what I shall be, that Thine may be the Glory 
and mine the eternal salvation. Amen. 
 

Thursday, December 8 
Sara Chang, Communications Director: God Works Through Anyone 

Matthew 3:1-12—God shows us in this scripture that anybody can be used to share the gospel. Let’s say you wake up 
one morning with unwashed hair and face wearing the same clothes you wore last night. An opportunity arises for you 
to share the good news and serve someone, but you think, “I’m not prepared”, “I don’t look the part”, “I’m not a good  
representation…” Well, according to this scripture, you have no excuse. John the Baptist wore camel’s hair as clothing 
and ate locusts and wild honey, which I’m sure he got both of those in his hair. Have you ever had honey in your 
hair??? Let’s face it: John the Baptist was a dirty hippie in the best way. And yet, “people went out to him from  
Jerusalem and all Judea and the region of the Jordan. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan 
River.”  
Reflection: If God can use John the Baptist to preach the gospel and baptize people with water, how many ways can 
you be used by God? 
Prayer: Dear Lord, help us to remember that whenever we speak a kind word, or help someone in need, or simply 
smile at a stranger, it is you who are working in us to will and to act according to your good purpose. Amen. 
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Friday, December 9 
Mike Henry: It is Us 

Isaiah 11:1-10 —Isaiah’s prophecy of a “shoot coming from the stump of Jesse” prophesies the coming of Christ 
from the House of David and the changes that brings for Jews, Gentiles, the needy, for all mankind, as well as Christ’s 
compassion for all and his judgements through righteousness. It also prophesies his bringing of peace through all  
living things. A bit much to swallow if you look at the world today: Russia/Ukraine, mass shootings, migration,  
pandemic fatigue…yet if I look past the headlines, I see and have experienced small miracles happening everywhere 
out of compassion and love. Massive outpouring of support for those in the wake of Hurricane Irma, people from 
around the world that are providing support to those caught up in the chaos of war, people stepping in to support  
migrants who are caught up in political chaos just trying to find a safe place for their families. And the personal  
experience of compassion, support, and love provided from so many during a very difficult year in the loss of family. 
You can read and even re-read this prophesy and think yeah …right. What happened Jesus?? I think the answer is 
right in front of us. It is us. We just have to stop and see the miracles happening everyday we are performing. A meal 
for someone who is hungry, shelter for someone who truly needs it, a hug and compassionate word to someone who is 
broken. It is us. 
Reflection: Do you miss small miracles, or have you seen them in action? Are you overwhelmed by the negativity in 
the media, or are you able to see past that to those who truly serve? 
Prayer: We are grateful and humbled by the gift of your Son who has given us hope through his love, compassion, 
and righteousness. Give us the wisdom to see daily the miracles that sprout from the fruit of those actions. We ask this 
in the name of your Son Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Third Weekend in Advent – Saturday, December 10—Sunday, December 11, 2022 

(If you have an Advent wreath, gather around it) 
We light this candle in hope. (Light the first candle) 
 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, bring us home to hope. 
We light this candle for peace. (Light the second candle) 
 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, bring us home to peace. 
We light this candle with joy. (Light the third candle) 
 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, bring us home to joy. 
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 35:1-10 
Reflection: Think about the most joyous times in your life. When were they?  
Who was there? If you are with family, talk together about common experiences of 
joy. Do you spot the images of joy in the Scripture reading? What images would you 
add? If you have online access, post photos or reflections on the word “joy” via your 
preferred social media. #fpcjoy 
Prayer: God of hope, God of peace, God of joy, you are our salvation; you promise us everlasting joy and gladness. 
Lead us to the waters in the wilderness and streams in the desert. God of promise, God of joy, Word made flesh, come 
into our heart and home. 

Spotify Advent/Christmas Hymn Playlist: http://fpcfranklin.org/advent 
We suggest listening to this playlist as you read and meditate on each daily devotion. 

Third Week of Advent: We Toast the Days; O Magnum Mysterium; The Little Drummer Boy;  
Come Light Our Hearts; The Wexford Carol; Pie Jesu; God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/73vSpD5KbXcxfdoEHEEqNL?si=4941ac981e3b4985
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Monday, December 12 
Michael Snoddy, Director of Music and Organist:  What, Then, Should We Do?  

 
Luke 3:7-18—“What, then, should we do?” The crowds asked him (John). The tax collector asked him. The soldiers 
also asked him. “What, then, should we do?” Given the “vibe” of the passage, perhaps I would also ask this question 
to avoid any coming wrath, ax, or consuming fire. And while we are at it, the thought of a winnowing fork does not 
set my mind completely at ease. It all sounds a bit like an either/or situation. What, then, should we do. Should we act 
to escape, or should we strive to become…in order to become? The story of Jesus seems in some ways to be a story of 
paradox, as he often unwraps spiritual truth in surprising and unexpected ways. He does this so that the listener will 
remember his teaching, think more deeply about it, and act upon its transformative truth. What should we do…lose 
our life to save it? Jesus invites us to weigh the worth of discipleship. What should we do…be last to be first? Jesus 
points us toward a new measure of success. What should we do…become a servant? Jesus calls us to serve to lead. 
What, then, should we do, act out of a place of fear, or act as a representative of Jesus’ transforming love? To some, it 
may appear that Jesus is walking, and leading us, backwards. To those who believe, to walk backwards becomes the 
way forward, the way of life. What, then, should we do? Let us become the good news of the one who was, and is, 
and who is to come. Even, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Reflection: In what ways may I become “less” that Jesus may become “more?”  
 
Prayer: Dear Jesus, thank you that you love and call us to be your own.  Thank you for your birth in Bethlehem that 
teaches us the way of surprise.  Fill us with your love that both transforms us, and the whole world. Amen.  

 
Tuesday, December 13 

Betty Webb: Sing for Joy 
 

Isaiah 12:2-6—In times like these when it seems all aspects of life are uncertain, Isaiah says, “Shout aloud and sing 
for joy…for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” Advent reminds us that Christ came to us, to live among 
us, to provide salvation for all who believed, and He defeated death and sin one final time.  Over and over again, the 
New Testament tells us not to fear, and we have to continually sing praises to the Lord to overcome the noise of the 
bad news that comes at us from every angle. Sometimes when the cares of the day prevent me from sleeping, I sing in 
my head the words of gospel songs I grew up with like, “Love Lifted Me”, “He Lives”, “Since Jesus Came Into My 
Heart” and others. Sleep comes because I have reminded myself of who is in charge of my life. 
 
Reflection: Let us look to the coming of the Christ child as a reminder that all is not lost, that we have something to 
look forward to, a day when Christ will come and restore all things back the way they were meant to be. With joy we 
say thanks be to God! 
 
Prayer: Dear Jesus, help us to sing your praises even in the midst of hardship and loss. Give us hope where ours  
falters, confidence in place of our fear, contentment where there is dissatisfaction, and most of all keep us in you love, 
this day and always. In your name we pray. Amen. 
 
 



 

P a g e  1 1  
 

Wednesday, December 14 
Therese Howell: God is My Salvation 

 
Isaiah 12:2-6—In reading this passage from Isaiah, I think, “I will trust, I will not be afraid, God is my strength and 
my salvation.”  Sometimes it is hard to push that thought to the front of all the messages that my brain is  
receiving!  Social media, news outlets, emails, texts, TV, streaming services – there are a lot of ways to get  
information, and sometimes it’s hard to tell what is true and what is not.  During the election season, we are  
bombarded with conflicting messages.  During the holiday season, we are bombarded with messages about what we 
need to do and what we need to buy.  I often feel like I’m on information overload! But then I remember that God is 
with me, and I should trust, I should not be afraid, because God is my strength and my salvation.  I need to remember 
to let God’s message move to the front of all the information.  Because in the end, the simple truth is that we are made 
in the image of God, and that God is, indeed, always with us.  Amen.  
 
Reflection: How can we remember to not be afraid in the midst of our trials? 
 
Prayer: God, give us strength to listen for your word. Don’t let us be distracted, but instead, live in a space of grace 
and peace. And may we always go forward, seeking what God has in store for us. Amen.  

 
Thursday, December 15 

Michael Snoddy: Set Aside Your Fears 
 

Zeph. 3:14-20; Isaiah 12:2-6; Phil. 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18—On this Third Week of Advent, which typically begins 
with Gaudete Sunday, the word of God invites us to set aside our fears and anxieties to receive God’s astonishing gift 
of his son Jesus, the word made flesh. The Scriptures invite us to sing joyfully as we anticipate the nearness of God 
who draws closer. So, the prophet Zephaniah urges the people of Israel to “shout for joy, O daughter Zion! Sing  
joyfully, O Israel! Be glad and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! … Fear not, O Zion, be not  
discouraged!” The deepest longings of the people of Israel, expressed in the promises of the Old Testament, are about 
to be fulfilled in the wondrous coming of God in the flesh in Jesus, the poor divine child of Bethlehem. Isaiah’s words 
cry out with joy and gladness for the coming of the great and Holy One of Israel as we sing, “God indeed is my  
savior; I am confident and unafraid. My strength and my courage is the Lord.” And the apostle Paul exhorts the  
Philippians, and us, to “rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: Rejoice! … The Lord is near. Have no anxiety 
at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God.” Finally, John 
the Baptist, the first evangelizer and Advent saint par excellence, calls the people to repentance as he points humbly to 
Jesus as the Messiah who reveals the face of God’s eternal love and mercy. As we continue Advent preparations may 
we replace the fears and anxieties that weigh us down with joyful expectation of the revelation of God’s eternal love 
in the light that Jesus brings into the darkness of this world as we pray, “Speak to me, Lord.” 
 
Reflection: How can we put aside a portion of our fears, so that we might create space for expectancy and joy? 
 
Prayer: Dear Lord, as we continue our Advent journey, help us to prepare to receive you anew.  Give us love and 
light to share with the whole world.  Amen.  
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Friday, December 16 
Trisha Johns, In Our Midst 

Isaiah 12:2-6—The heading above the twelfth chapter of Isaiah is “Thanksgiving for God’s salvation”.  Reading the 
verses assures us that because God is our salvation, we can trust and not be afraid. This gives us great joy!  We can 
“shout aloud” and sing. The last line (verse six) states that God is great in our midst. I got to thinking about the word 
“midst”.  A definition of the word included “in the middle of” and “the middle point or part”.  Looking further for 
synonyms I found these:  center, deep, heart, interior. Thinking of those words created a “wow” moment for me!  I 
had been visualizing or thinking that God being “in our midst” meant that He was with us or around us. I saw Him 
and us as still separate somehow. But according to Isaiah, there is much more to the words’ meaning. God is not just 
“there”, but in the middle of our lives - at the center - deep within each heart. We can trust and know that God is  
always in our midst, in our center.  
Reflection: How can we stop our busy lives and focus on God, who is at the center of everything? 
Prayer: Thank you, God, for moments to read and study the Bible. As we “joyfully draw water from the wells of sal-
vation” help us to know that you are guiding us as we share the good news of your works to all the earth. Amen.  
 
 
 

Fourth Weekend in Advent – Saturday, December 17—Sunday, December 18, 2022 
(If you have an Advent wreath, gather around it) 

 
We light this candle in hope. (Light the first candle) 
 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, bring us home to hope. 
We light this candle for peace. (Light the second candle) 
 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, bring us home to peace. 
We light this candle with joy. (Light the third candle) 
 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, bring us home to joy. 
We light this candle in love. (Light the fourth candle) 
 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, bring us home to love. 
 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 1:18-25 
Reflection: The angel tells Joseph, “Do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife.” Why do you think Joseph might 
have been afraid? Consider taking a moment to pray for fearful situations around the world. How can we show love 
even when we are afraid? 
If you have online access, post photos or reflections on the word “love” via your preferred social media. #fpclove 
Prayer: God of hope, God of peace, God of joy, God of love, you are love, and those who abide in love abide in you. 
Teach us how to love one another as reflections of your light in the world. God of promise, God of love, Word made 
flesh, Come into our heart and home. Amen. 

 
Spotify Advent/Christmas Hymn Playlist: http://fpcfranklin.org/advent 

We suggest listening to this playlist as you read and meditate on each daily devotion. 
Fourth Week of Advent: Kyrie; Gabriel’s Message; Ave Maria; Cradle Hymn; Cro na Nollag;  

Mary, Did You Know?; O Radiant Dawn 

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/73vSpD5KbXcxfdoEHEEqNL?si=4941ac981e3b4985
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Monday, December 19 
Sam Belcher, Director of Youth Ministries: The Art of Waiting 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19—Advent is the season of anticipation, and if there is one thing that I have always had trouble 
with, it’s waiting. I have a distinct memory from when I was little that reminds me of my problems with waiting. I 
was a big Lego fanatic, and a particularly exciting medieval castle set was going to be released in stores during my 
family’s beach vacation. My parents told me, logically, that I could go buy it when we returned from the trip, but we 
weren’t going to deal with the logistical mess of buying it at the beach and transporting all of the loose pieces home. 
So I had to wait, knowing that the object of my desire was out in the world but out of my reach. While I should have 
been enjoying a wonderful family vacation, I was plagued by the anguish that comes with unavoidable waiting.  
Growing up, even though the waiting gets easier as life gets more distracting, the objects of our forced patience  
become ever more urgent. We wait for the right job opportunity to come along, the answer that the doctors just can’t 
find, the person who will be our companion in life, or perhaps a sign from God that things are going to be all right. In 
Advent, we like to think of the ancient Israelites eagerly and hopefully awaiting the joyful Messiah’s birth, but their 
waiting was likely as painful as ours can so often be. Time and time again, they have felt abandoned by God, left to 
their own devices, and surrounded by insurmountable obstacles. We hear their desperation in the psalmist’s line, “God 
of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers?” To wait can be agony, especially when what you’re 
waiting on is God’s deliverance. The psalm ends with what some might call a plea or a command, but I read as a  
prayer: “Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.” There is a deep hope and ex-
pectation that God is both willing and able to answer us in our waiting. Psalm 80 speaks to God’s continued deliver-
ance; it’s not a matter of “if”, but “when”. 
Reflection: Will you, like little Sam, let the pain of the waiting keep you from enjoying other precious moments this 
season? Or shall we rest in the knowledge that the One who waits with us has and will always be good and faithful? 
Prayer: God who waits with us, our sense of time is skewed and limited. Give us a holy perspective on the art of  
waiting, and let us enjoy each present moment as we wait for your abundant and holy providence to come to pass. 
Amen.  
 

Tuesday, December 20 
Riley Mitchell: Faith and Promises 

Isaiah 7:10-16—As a University of Tennessee fan, I know what it’s like to have faith that things will work out in the 
end. My family and I have stuck with the Vols during all of their highs and their lows. As I write this, I don’t know 
how the season will play out, but we’ve waited many years (nearly my whole life) to have excitement around the 
team, and this season has brought hope for the future of many Volunteer fans. In all seriousness though, when reading 
this passage, I connected with Isaiah because it is hard to put your faith in something without any proof. God makes 
promises, and it is up to us to have faith that he will fulfill those promises. His biggest promise was Jesus. This time 
of year is a reminder of His greatest promise fulfilled. Celebrating Jesus’s birth is a reminder to all of us that God was 
sending his Son to save us all. 
Reflection: What are some everyday ways that you can see Gods promises in your life? 
Prayer: God, you always keep your promises that you make. Help us to remember that this Advent and Christmas 
season as we celebrate your Son, Jesus, and the promise of salvation brought to us. Amen. 
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Wednesday, December 21 
Frankie Downey: The Path of Life 

 
Matthew 1:18-25—Joseph and Mary had a child named Jesus who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, not by any  
relations Mary had. This is well known and believed in modern times, but reading these passages I am reminded of 
God’s strength and miracles. Mary, unmarried and only being around 19 at the time, was told she was pregnant with a 
baby. I think this news would be scary enough, but on top of everything it was the Messiah she was carrying in her 
womb. This must have been hard for her to believe, but she persevered and had faith. She is the example set for  
Christians to live up to. Even when things aren’t clear and what we deem as impossible, have faith and follow God. 
On the other hand - Joseph must have been having a hard time as well. Knowing that his soon to be wife was pregnant 
with another man’s child, as he believed, must have been an ego crusher. If he really loved her and it wasn’t just for 
the sake of marrying that they were to be wed, what must his emotions have been then? But through his doubt and 
uncertainty, the thing that got him through was God. The promise, the idea of salvation and that everything has a  
purpose in his eyes; that we aren’t just raised to die. There is a plan and promise that we can only dream about. A 
common metaphor used is “the path of life,” which is true to some extent, but I believe we are on more than the path 
of life. I believe God had more in mind than we could ever imagine when Mary became pregnant with the son of God. 
With the millions, maybe billions of different beliefs in this world, how will we know where the path of life is taking 
us? Where will we go when the sun sets and we wander blindly in the dark, exposed and vulnerable without  
protection? What will happen if the weight of the world fell atop our shoulders and we are driven out of the lines, who 
will catch us? It is a human trait not to trust. Joseph needed confirmation to trust Mary and it was given to him by the 
Lord. I need confirmation that I am on more than just a path with an eventual dead end. I need confirmation that my 
friends, family, clerk at Walgreens, everybody is on more than just a path. I am grateful everyday that the proof I need 
is there, I am not just on a regular path. When the sun sets I am guided by his love and grace as he guides me through 
the dark. When I am driven to insanity due to the world, I am taken into his arms. He breathed life into me and he can 
breathe it back out, but I am assured that my journey doesn’t end there. He has, he does, and he will love me just as he 
loves all his children.  
 
Reflection: The battles I face everyday may not compete with carrying the savior of humanity in my womb, but no 
matter what I face I know God is right there, ready to catch me when I fall and lift me up when I am victorious. There 
is a reason we are the sheep and the sheep follows the shepherd. We don’t follow God blindly, but we are unaware of 
the plans he has in store for us, so in these days to come leading to the celebration of Christ’s birth, remember: have 
faith in him for we are his creations, his chosen people. His love knows no limits and is unconditionally there. 
 
Prayer: Merciful Lord, give us faith in you and in each other as days pass after the other and reassure us with your 
grace. Your son, sent to save us, is all we could ever want or need but forgive us God as we fall short day after day 
and fail to follow you. We wander the path of life thinking little of it all on our own, yet you have patience with us and 
lead us as a Shepherd leads it’s sheep. All we have is yours as we rejoice in your mercy, love, and hope. In your  
heavenly name we pray, Amen. 
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Thursday, December 22 
Ashlyn Moyers: The Sign of Immanuel 

Isaiah 7:10-16 —When I first read this passage, I was a bit confused. On the surface, it is just Isaiah telling Ahaz 
about how Mary will give birth to Jesus. With this small bit of information, a few questions came up immediately. 
Who is Azah? Why is Isaiah telling him this? After reading a few of the passages around it, I found the answers to 
these questions. Ahaz is the king of Judah. He is currently panicking, and so are his citizens. This is because the  
kingdoms around him, who are against him, have joined together as one. Because of this panic, God sends Isaiah to 
Ahaz to calm him down and let him know that nothing will happen and that no one will attack his kingdom. That is 
where this passage starts. The Lord asks Ahaz what sign he would like to see from God, but Ahaz says that he does 
not need a sign from God. What happened next made me start thinking. Isaiah tells Ahaz that God will send a sign 
and that God already knows what it will be. The sign will be a baby, born from Mary. He says that by the time the 
baby, who will be named “God is with us”, is a year old, the kingdoms trying to attack him will no longer be standing. 
When I read this, I read that God and Isaiah are telling Ahaz events that will happen many years later. People did not 
know of these events; however, God knew. God knew exactly what would happen with Ahaz and with the son of 
Mary. God had a plan for everyone in this story and even people outside of it. In this passage, Isaiah is expressing 
God's plan to Ahaz to reassure him that everything would be okay. This is not the news Ahaz was expecting at all. I 
relate to Ahaz in this passage the most. These past few years have been hard for me and everyone I know. I remember 
the first few months of lockdown and how scary everything was, and still is a few years later. However, through that 
difficult time, I was able to figure out who I was and feel confident in myself. I was able to grow closer to my family 
and find new friends who have changed my life for the better. All of these things I could have never predicted, yet 
they happened because of the virus lockdown. God had a plan for me. God still has this plan. Even with everything I 
know in my life is turned upside down, God had me in God's hands. This is exactly like what happened to Ahaz. He 
was so scared of the world around him, but God knew he would be okay.  
Reflection: Sometimes I find it best to take a step back from the uncontrollable things in life and know that God will 
lead me the way I need to go. Little things in our lives that might seem like the end of the world, could be the start of 
something new and life-changing if we realize that God has a plan for us. 
Prayer: God, help us remember that you will always lead us in the path of righteousness even though we may not see 
that path clearly. Thank you for bringing us this far and for guiding our steps every day. Amen. 
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Friday, December 23 
Elijah Sower: Acknowledging Anger 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 —This psalm falls into the relatively underrepresented category of psalms that consist of some 
clearly upset writers. It’s not surprising that we don’t read these psalms very much in our regular lectionary. To be 
blunt, they aren’t much fun. It’s hard to get a message of love and hope from some person complaining and making 
demands of God. I still remember in middle school a gifted instructor told me that you should never make a complaint 
if you aren’t also offering a solution, otherwise it’s just whining. At first glance, it can easily appear that this writer 
never heard that message. They recount their feeling that God has grown angry with them, that God has left them to 
be the laughing stock of their companions, and instead of seeking a solution they can implement, the psalmist calls 
upon God to do all the heavy lifting here. But there is a key difference between the psalmists' pleas and a middle 
schooler complaining about some insignificant thing. That difference all comes down to God’s mercy. We are often 
taught that prayer is not meant to be a wish list of requests and desires, but instead a self-reflective message where we 
seek to be more faithful in our own lives, and this is probably the main reason this psalm can initially be  
uncomfortable to the way we view prayer. But we know that in the end, the psalmist's prayers are answered. A  
messiah is sent and Israel is changed forever because of it, perhaps not as a direct result of this prayer, but certainly 
fulfilling its requirements. What this reminds us is that sometimes it's necessary to take a moment to simply lament. 
Faith is about vulnerability and honesty as much as it is love and hope, and sometimes we need to lean more into the 
former just as the psalmist did. Life can be challenging and often out of our control, and sometimes it's important to 
simply acknowledge those feelings, even to call out to God and admit our frustration. God’s mercy is eternal, even 
when we are upset or angry, and therefore we should never fear coming to God in the moments where we feel  
powerless and frustrated because sometimes simply sharing these feelings can be enough to keep us going forward. 
Reflection: Whenever you feel stressed or concerned about something, try taking a moment to consider the frustration 
without trying to come up with a solution. Acknowledge the difficulty of the challenge and pray to God that he will 
help you where you are powerless. 
Prayer: Give me the strength to know that which I cannot control and the courage to seek you in these moments. And 
help me to understand my anger so that it may guide me toward a more faithful life rather than separate me from  
feeling your love. Amen. 
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First Weekend of Christmas – Saturday, December 24—Sunday, December 25, 2022 
(If you have an Advent wreath, gather around it) 

 

We have watched; we have waited… 
…in hope (light the first candle)  
…for peace (light the second candle)  
…with joy (light the third candle)  
…in love (light the fourth candle)  
Now Christ has come at Christmas! (Light the Christ candle) Alleluia! 
Scripture Reading: Luke 2:1-20 
Reflection: The angel tells the shepherd that “this will be a sign for you…” What signs of 
God’s presence have you experienced this Advent and Christmas season? If you have online access, post photos or 
reflections on the signs of Christ’s presence you have seen this Advent and Christmas via your preferred social media. 
#fpcchristmas 
Prayer: At Christmas, O God, the soles of your feet have touched the Earth. At Christmas, the back street, the  
forgotten place have been lit up with significance. At Christmas, the households of Earth welcome the King of heaven. 
For you have come among us, the Word made flesh. You are one of us, you are one with us. So may our songs rise to 
surround your throne as our knees bend to worship at your cradle. Word made flesh, Emmanuel, you have made your 
home among us with the light of life. Alleluia! Amen. 
 

Spotify Advent/Christmas Hymn Playlist: http://fpcfranklin.org/advent 
We suggest listening to this playlist as you read and meditate on each daily devotion. 

First Week of Christmas: Carol of the Bells; The Lamb; The First Noel; Greensleeves; I Wonder as I Wander;  
Hark, The Herald Angels Sing; Amazing Grace 

 

Christmas Day 
Chris Joiner, Pastor: Home at Last 

Luke 2:1-20—Some of you are reading this in your home, surrounded by familiar sights and sounds, swaddled in  
traditions as comforting as bands of cloth. Others may be waking up in the home of parents or grandparents,  
surrounded by the love of extended family. Still others may be in other spaces this Christmas Day – hospital rooms, 
workplaces, hotels – far from home by choice or circumstance. The stories of Mary and Joseph and their newborn  
baby intersect this day with that of the shepherds in the fields. Far from Nazareth, summoned to Bethlehem by the 
government, Mary and Joseph are forced to welcome their child in a place other than home, surrounded by animals, 
the swaddled baby in a feeding trough. The shepherds are also away from home, working in the fields, when they are 
called to travel even further from home to witness what is happening in Bethlehem. When the shepherds see the sign 
of the baby, they are filled with joy. Their angel story brings amazement to all who hear it and leaves Mary pondering 
in her heart what all this might mean. The truth of this day is that God has made God’s home among us. The angels 
proclaim that God’s glory is come and peace on Earth is no longer a dream but the fulfillment of ancient promises in 
this child. We discover this day that home is not located in a particular place, is not ultimately about what bed we 
sleep in or the walls that surround us. Home is what God has given us in Jesus Christ. God has come to us and where 
God is, there is home. Merry Christmas! 
Reflection: Think about all the ways you have seen God revealed this Advent. Take time to share with those around 
you or, like Mary, ponder these things in your heart. 
Prayer: God of all, thank you for making your home with us in the gift of Jesus. Amen.  

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/73vSpD5KbXcxfdoEHEEqNL?si=4941ac981e3b4985
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Monday, December 26 
Barbara Heerman: O, Come Let Us Adore Him 

John 1:5-14 — On Christmas Eve, we rise to the melody of “O, Come All Ye Faithful,” singing the beloved carol as 
a “joyful and triumphant” people. We eagerly anticipate the crescendo as we softly sing, “O come let us adore him.”   
We give little thought to the later words, “Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing,” as it follows the easily  
understood words, “Yea Lord, we greet thee born this happy morning.” John is the most esoteric of the gospels,  
written to appeal to Greeks about seventy years after Christ’s death. Understanding that Jesus was the “Word of God,” 
the fulfillment of God’s promise to His people, is key to understanding the Gospel of John. The first verses of that 
Gospel tell us that Jesus was with God from the beginning and that He took human form in Bethlehem over two  
millennia ago. The Gospel speaks to the concept that Jesus is fully divine and fully human: He “was God,” and “with 
God,” and He came to us in human form. Jesus is the “life of all people.” His sacrifice on the cross gives us eternal 
life through God’s grace. Jesus is the light of world and through him we learn faith, hope, and love. From our earliest 
understanding that “Jesus Loves Me,” nurturing our faith becomes a life-long journey. His grace and truth teach us 
how to live our lives in gratitude to God for the gift of His only son.  
Reflection: As we tackle the process of throwing out torn wrapping paper, breaking down boxes to recycle, and  
eating left-overs, how will we show God that we love and adore Him throughout the coming year?   
Prayer:  Dear Lord, help us to know and share your love, every day.  Help us to express our gratitude for your love 
through prayer and action.  Nurture our faith that even in times of illness, fear, and grief, we see Jesus as the “light 
of the world.” Amen.  

 
Tuesday, December 27 
Chris Joiner: The Word 

John 1:1-14—John’s Christmas story is quite different from Matthew and Luke. He begins the narrative at the dawn 
of creation, before all that is came into being. He uses the Greek word “Logos” to describe the presence of Christ  
before all time. “In the beginning was the Logos (the Word)”… 
Madeleine L’Engle wrote a moving poem using the Word, and I want to share it here: 
I, who live by words, am wordless when I try my words in prayer. All language turns 
To silence. Prayer will take my words and then  
Reveal their emptiness. The stilled voice learns 
To hold its peace, to listen with the heart 
To silence that is joy, is adoration. 
The self is shattered, all words torn apart 
In this strange patterned time of contemplation 
That, in time, breaks time, breaks words, breaks me, 
And then, in silence, leaves me healed and mended. 
I leave, returned to language, for I see 
Through words, even when all words are ended. 
I, who live by words, am wordless when I turn me to the Word to pray. Amen. 
Reflection: When you pray today, begin in silence, allowing the Word to speak in your heart. Pay attention to the 
promptings you feel. 
Prayer: Word of God, thank you for dwelling among us. Amen. 
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Wednesday, December 28 
Kate Lasseter: Find Joy! 

Psalm 98—Christmas is a time of great joy! There are lots of reasons to “Be happy! Rejoice out loud!” as stated in 
Psalm 98:4; Christmas carols, family gatherings, helping with The Manger, the youth groups’ live nativity, and the 
lighting of the advent candles to name a few. Now that the joy and excitement of Christmas Day has come and gone, 
it has me wondering about all the times I see joy throughout the year at FPC. What joys can I share with others and 
what joys am I missing? I find most of my joy with the youngest members of our congregation. If you need a smile 
on your face, I promise you will get one if you head downstairs during Sunday School or spend an hour with this age 
on Wednesday nights. A recent moment of joy I witnessed happened during the Wonder Hour on Sunday morning. 
One special friend who is nonverbal loves “Jesus Loves Me.” On this Sunday, another child started singing to her and 
was helping her through the hand motions. Her sweet face lit up with the biggest smile! Before you knew it, the song 
was being repeated and every child in the room spontaneously joined in. You couldn’t help but feel the joy being 
shared. “Joy to the world, the Lord is come!” Wouldn’t it be great if we continued the joy of Christmas all year?  
Reflection: Where do you find joy at FPC? How can you spread joy at church and in your daily life? What is one 
memory from FPC that brings you joy? 
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for sending your Son to us. Help us to find joy in our everyday life and at FPC and to 
share our experiences with others. Help us to “Be happy!” and “rejoice out loud!” Amen. 

 
Thursday, December 29 

Chris Joiner: The Beginning 
John 1:1-14—People of great learning, who have  
Looked at the early universe, the faint 
Light from deep time, from almost Beginning,  
Have my respect, and awe. 
And those who peel away layers, down to the  
Smallest vibrations, detecting possibilities 
Of universes beyond our own, who traffic 
In mysteries in the depths of all that is, beyond atoms 
Straining to get to the roots of the Flesh,  
Have my attention and thanks. 
Yet only the One who was at the 
Beginning, Without whom nothing was made 
That was made, the One who 
Danced with the moon and stars and sun and became Flesh,  
And lived among us, pitching a tent 
In the protons, and lived among us, only that One 
Has by worship, my all. 
Reflection: If the weather permits, go outside to pray, looking up at the stars. What does it mean to you to affirm that 
the Word that was in the beginning with God is now at home in our world, in our hearts? 
Prayer: Word of God, open our eyes to your presence among us in all things and all people. Amen. 
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Friday, December 30 
Jim Goodnow: The Special Gifts of the Word (Logos) and the Light (Pho) 

John 1:1-14—When we first learned the meaning of Christmas, we heard and read the stories from the synoptic  
Gospels of Matthew and Luke. (The Gospel of Mark starts the narrative with Jesus’ baptism.) John’s gospel is very 
different from the other three. John’s opening chapter highlights two words that encapsulate the writer’s concepts of 
God (using the Greek word Logos which English writers translated as “the Word” and His son Jesus as the physical  
embodiment of the Word as well as the light (the English translation of the Greek word pho.) These concepts go well 
beyond the story of Jesus’ immaculate conception by the union of the Holy Spirit with the virgin Mary and his  
humble birth in Bethlehem. But what do these Greek philosophical concepts add to a mature understanding of the  
nature of God and God’s son? The Greek word Logos can also be translated as reason (or logic), divine judgment (or 
law), orderliness and spiritual truth. Some scholars have suggested the concept of universal divine reason as opposed 
to disorganized chaos suggested by of the authors of the first chapter of the book of Genesis. God is not only the  
Creator, but his universe works according to a set of harmonious laws including moral principles or Commandments 
that govern human behavior. When the author of the Gospel of John states that the Word became flesh, he is talking 
about more than Jesus as the incarnation of the Holy Spirit.  He also conceives Jesus as the embodiment of the logical 
and harmonious nature of God whose ethics include loving grace or divine forgiveness and eternal redemption from 
sins. The Greek word pho (light) can also be translated as self-emitting radiance (like phosphorus) and the absence of 
darkness. Some Biblical scholars have added other synonyms such as godliness, holiness, and purity. Consider the 
lyrics from the middle of the third verse of the carol Silent Night “(Son of God, Love’s pure light, radiant beams from 
thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace.”) Note the use of the word Love as the nature of divine pho and the 
radiant beams that are associated with the dawning of redeeming grace. In sum, the opening of John’s gospel  
enhances the meaning of Christmas that includes a sense of inner peace and comfort with the knowledge that  
following Jesus does indeed lead to our salvation. 
Reflection: What is your interpretation of the Greek words Logos and pho?  
Prayer: Gracious God, we thank and worship you for being the source of Logos that brings loving order into our 
lives and of pho that enlightens our pathway to salvation.  Amen. 
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Second Weekend of Christmas – Saturday, December 31, 2022—Sunday, January 1, 2023 
(If you have an Advent wreath, gather around it) 

 

We have watched; we have waited… 
…in hope (light the first candle) 
…for peace (light the second candle) 
…with joy (light the third candle) 
…in love (light the fourth candle) 
Now the Word has been made flesh! (Light the Christ candle) Alleluia! 
Scripture Reading: John 1:1-18 
Reflection: Our theme this year for Advent and Christmas is “Coming Home.” Reflect on 
the meaning of this for you. If possible, talk with others about what it means that the God who created everything 
would choose to come among us as a baby, would make God’s home among us. What does this say about the nature 
of God? How has the Word been made flesh to you this Advent and Christmas? If you have online access, post photos 
or reflections on what “the Word made flesh” via your preferred social media. #fpcword 
Prayer: Almighty God, you have filled us with the light of the Word who became flesh and lived among us. 
Let the light of faith shine in all that we do; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Word made flesh, Light of the world, guide our steps today and every day. Amen. 
 

Spotify Advent/Christmas Hymn Playlist: http://fpcfranklin.org/advent 
We suggest listening to this playlist as you read and meditate on each daily devotion. 

Second Week of Christmas: O Little Town of Bethlehem; O Holy Night; Silent Night; Joy To The World;  
Christmas Canon 

 

Monday, January 2 
Diane Fender: From Great Heights, We Offer Praise 

Psalm 148—“Praise the Lord from the Heavens; praise him in the heights!” As I read the words of the psalmist, my 
mind fills with imagery of nature – all shown from above. In this Psalm, I picture the vantage point of a bird with 
stretched wings sweeping over the landscape, seeing all and experiencing beauty through knowing eyes. I picture the 
bird soaring over green hills and frothy seas. The bird sees snippets of animals grazing and scurrying in their habitats 
and through these images, praising the Lord and all creation. The Psalm opens with pictures of the heavens and angels 
singing praise to the Lord. As through the eyes of a bird soaring in the sky, the writer brings us upward in sight of the 
sun and moon and among shining stars. We are even invited to imagine glistening water above the heaven. After  
carrying the reader over “fire and hail, snow and frost” – all fulfilling the command of God, we are brought closer to 
home, among the familiar – mountains and hills, cattle in the field, and finally, people going about life worshiping and 
praising the Lord together.  These images from above the Earth and swooping into the landscape, and into our lives 
gives me pause to reflect on how nature brings inspires me to offer praise. When I hike in the woods and feel the 
dampness of the air, see the colors of winter bark against blue sky, and hear the skitter of squirrels overhead, I know 
that together we praise the God of creation.  
Reflection: May we rise above trouble and conflict in our lives to see the world around us as the psalmist who writes 
“He has raised a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful…Praise the Lord.”  
Prayer: As the psalmist gives a bird’s-eye view of the skies and earth together praising the Lord, may we appreciate 
all around us, treat the Earth and people with gratitude and praise for God’s promises. Amen. 

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/73vSpD5KbXcxfdoEHEEqNL?si=4941ac981e3b4985
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Tuesday, January 3 
Clata Miller: A Journey  

Matthew 2:1-12—At my morning appointment the doctor said it would probably be three weeks instead of four  
before my baby was born.  At 6:00 PM I went to the hospital saying “It’s not time!” At 9:00 PM “I’m not ready!”  
At 2:00 AM when I was waking up from delivery, I became a bit confused at the ID bands I was wearing: Miller A 
and Miller B. Overhearing the nurses talking, I soon realized I had just delivered unexpected twin boys! Extra joy, but 
also many challenges lay ahead for my life journey. As I read again the story of Jesus’ birth, I began to wonder about 
how difficult this journey God was asking Mary and Joseph to take would be. When the time had come, they left their 
home in Nazareth and set out for Bethlehem where the Christ Child was to be born. They started out on foot with only 
a small donkey to carry a few needed supplies. Mary, who was ready to deliver this precious baby, and Joseph set out 
on a dangerous 90-mile journey during the cold of winter. Finally, after about four days they arrived in Bethlehem. 
This tired young couple would surely have welcomed a warm, comfortable place to rest, but, instead, Baby Jesus was 
born in a lowly stable with a manger for a bed. Maybe now they would have some quiet time to spend with this  
precious child. Soon though, word came from God that they must flee to Egypt. King Herod was furious at the  
possibility of losing his power to this new “king.” Another long, dangerous journey lay ahead as they left to return to 
their home in Nazareth. After many weeks what relief it must have been to finally be home.  
Reflection: Mary and Joseph listened when God spoke to them. Do we choose to listen for God to speak to each of 
us? Can God depend on us?  
Prayer: Dear Lord, whatever path we may travel on our life’s journey may we be led by Christ’s love and respond by 
showing his love to others. “Open my eyes, that I may see Glimpses of truth Thou has for me…Open by ears, that I 
may hear Voices of truth Thou sendest clear…Open my mouth, and let me bear Gladly the warm truth every-
where...Open my heart, and let me prepare Love for they children thus to share.” Amen. 

 
Wednesday, January 4 

Leanne Hoeffler (Covenant Partner) & Maggie Garafola (Confirmation Student): This Little Light of Mine 
Isaiah 60:1-6—When I read this passage it made me think of the song, “This Little Light of Mine.” This song was 
always a favorite of mine during Sunday school. I especially liked the hand motions that went along with the words.  
It wasn’t until I was an adult that I realized the true meaning of the song was to show the world our faith by spreading 
God’s light and love to others. This passage from Isaiah encourages us to “arise, shine” and to “see and be radiant.” 
God wants us to live an active faith not a passive one. One of the topics my covenant partner, Maggie Garafola and I 
have talked about during our time together is the importance of shining God’s light on people through our actions.  
Maggie is especially good at shining God’s light in this world. If you know. her then you know what I am talking 
about. She is a radiant young person who exudes positivity and love. During the Covid quarantine, Maggie  
demonstrated this by volunteering to call people from church and check on them. I can only imagine the joy the  
people on the other end of those phone calls felt talking to this darling young person during the difficult times of the 
quarantine. Maggie showed us how she let her light shine during a very dark time. As we move into the dark days of 
winter, let us remember the meaning of the children’s song “This Little Light of Mine” and keep God’s light shining 
through an active faith and good will to others.  
Reflection: How do you spread God’s light and love to others? You probably do this more than you realize. Spend 
time today reflecting on the ways you spread love in the world and find time to love yourself for all you do for others. 
Prayer: Dear God, thank you for letting us be the light of God. Help us to spread your light to other people. Amen. 
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Thursday, January 5:  
Susan Burns: Arise, Shine, and Look! 

Isaiah 60:1-6 —I often find myself struggling with darkness in the world. Each day we hear about wars, senseless 
violence, catastrophic disasters, and casual cruelty designed to vilify “the other” and sow chaos and division. Being 
hopeful is a challenge. As I read about God’s vision for Israel’s future in Isaiah 60, however, I am reminded that each 
of us has the capacity to disrupt the darkness. Just as the Israelites returning home from their exile in Babylon, we are 
called to both shine in the light of God’s love, and to lift our eyes and look for the many signs of God’s grace around 
us. For me, one of those signs comes each time I have an opportunity to work with students in confirmation and their 
covenant partners. If ever there is a disruption of the darkness, this is it. Each year, I come away with two convictions. 
First, those who believe the future of the church is in danger are wrong. While we must never forget that the future of 
the church is in God’s hands, not ours, God has some great help from youth who are nurtured at FPC. Again and 
again, I see the positive impact so many of them are having on their world. This impact our youth have, both while at 
FPC, and later as adults, comes because adults in this community of faith take seriously the covenant made with each 
child at baptism. They volunteer to be in relationship with our children and youth as teachers, covenant partners, adult 
participants, and leaders.  They “arise and shine,” sharing their love of their faith and investing hopefully in the future. 
It's so easy to focus on the darkness and miss opportunities to share God’s light with others, or encounter God at work 
in the world.  In this Christmas season, may we all take time to Arise, Shine, and Look.  
Reflection: If weather permits, take a walk outside and look at the stars. Imagine that night long ago. Talk about what 
you think the magi felt.  
Prayer: God of light, in your light we see light. Guide our feet and lighten our paths, that we may know your will and 
follow in joy the path that the star illumines still. Amen. 

 
Friday, January 6: Epiphany (An online activity with Star Words) 

A Guiding Star for the Year 
Grace; Mercy; Love; Faithfulness; Peace; Patience; Kindness; Joy; Rest; Adventure; Attention; Imagination;  
Faith; Compassion; Friendship; Song; Art; Generosity; Time; Humility; Persistence; Dedication; Inspiration;  

Comfort; Wholeness.  
 

Materials Needed: 25 paper stars or sticky notes labeled with the star words listed above.  
Today is Epiphany. This is the official end of the 12 days of Christmas. We celebrate and remember the journey of the 
Magi. They found their way to Jesus by following a bright heavenly body, usually represented by a star.  Ahead of 
time, one person in the family makes the 25 stars with the words on them and places them face down in a basket. 
When the family has gathered together, read Matthew 2:10-12 out loud. Each person reach into the basket and pull out 
a star that will be your guide for the year. You may choose to not share your word until next year and bring out the 
basket for everyone to reveal and then choose a new word to guide that year.  
 
Variations (and suggestion for younger children): Make and decorate stars and hang them up in your house to  
remember and commemorate this day. With younger children, instead of having individual stars, choose just one star 
as a family and let that star guide the whole family for the year to come. Take turns preparing the stars and coming up 
with words that will be used year after year. 

 
(Adapted from Guiding Stars: An Epiphany Activity at Home by Traci Smith, www.buildingfaith.org)  

https://buildfaith.org/guiding-stars-an-epiphany-activity-at-home/
http://www.buildingfaith.org
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