
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
September 4, 2022 

 
Welcome to First Presbyterian Church, Franklin. Worship begins with the Prelude. Please silence cell 
phones. The asterisk (*) invites all to rise in body or spirit. The people’s responses are in bold type.  

 
Gathering 

Chiming of the Hour 
 
Pouring of the Water 
 
Welcome and Announcements             
 
Prelude      Prelude on “Crucifer”     Jacobson/Wasson   
 
*Call to Worship 
 The cross is the strength of the weak. 
   Let us carry the cross and follow. 
 The cross is the hope of the hopeless. 
   Let us carry the cross and follow. 
 God’s people have gathered. 
   In the shadow of the cross, we will worship and follow. 
 
*Hymn 826     Lift High the Cross         CRUCIFER  
 
*Prayer of the Day 

 God of the Way, 
our future is in your hands. 
Teach us to take up the cross 
and follow Christ, our Savior 
along his Way in the world, 
so that we might be true disciples 
of the one who gave all for us 
and for the world you love, 
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
  

Call to Confession  
    
Prayer of Confession  

Sovereign God, we confess  
that we have not turned away from sin. 
You set before us the cross of Christ,  
calling us to carry it daily, 
relinquishing all that keeps us distracted, 



all that turns us away from the cross and too weary to carry. 
We confess that we shun the cross  
and the discipleship it demands. 
We are distracted from the Way  
by the demands of our busy lives. 
Our priorities take us away from following 
and we lose sight of your presence, grace, and strength. 
Forgive us, O God, for we long to walk with you. 
Set us free, and place us on the Way that  
leads to life, for the sake of Christ. 
          

Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness             
 
*The Peace 
 The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 

Please greet those around you with the peace of Christ. 
 

*Gloria      Glory Be to the Father               GLORIA PATRI 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
 world without end. Amen, amen. 
 
*Summary of the Law 
 Let us now remember the standard by which God calls us to live. 
  You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 

all your mind. This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets.   

     Blessed are they whose delight is in the law of the Lord.  
   Amen. 

The Word 
 

Time With The Young Church 
Children of all ages are invited to come forward.  

 Nursery and Children’s Worship info is on the back of the bulletin.  
 
Prayer for Illumination  

God of light, 
shine the light of your presence on this sacred text, 
so that we may see the shape of the cross 
and be given power and courage to follow. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
Gospel Reading                                 Luke 14:25-33 
  The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon     The Cost of Discipleship         Chris Joiner 

 
Response 

 
*Hymn 213    In the Cross of Christ I Glory         RATHBUN 
 
*Affirmation of faith 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only 

son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 

http://fpcfranklin.org/about/sermons-text


again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.  

  
The Offering      

Fold and place your completed Connection Card in the offering plate. 
 

*Offertory Anthem   God Be in My Head      Carl Schalk 
 God be in my head and in my understanding; God be in my eyes and  in my looking; God be in 
my mouth and in my speaking; God be in my  heart and in my thinking; God be at my end and at my 
departing.  

 
*Doxology     Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow   OLD HUNDREDTH 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures,  
 here below: praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son,  
 and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
  
Invitation to the Lord’s Table  
 
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Leader continues the prayer… 

  
 …we join our voices with all those who sing your praise: 
  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. 
  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! 
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest! 
 Leader continues the prayer… 
 

Great is the mystery of faith:  
  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  
 Leader continues the prayer… 
 
Prayers of Intercession 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 …now and forever. Amen. 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread & Communion of the People 
All bread is gluten free. 

 

Musical Meditation   
   

Prayer 
 

Post-Communion Verse    Blest Be the Tie That Binds        DENNIS  
 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love.   



 The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 
  

Sending 
 

*Hymn 718     Take Up Your Cross              BOURBON 
 

*Benediction 
 

Postlude       Crucifer      
      Paul Manz  
 

Ringing of the Carillon                   Five Bell Peal 
 

Leading in Worship Today 
Chris Joiner, Pastor  

Mary Sellers Shaw, Associate Pastor 
Michael Snoddy, Director of Music and Organist 

Hugh DuPree, 8:30 Liturgist 
J. Edward Campbell, 11:00 Liturgist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer List 
New: 
Dee Bechtel 
Sidney Frazer 
Jessica Lahey's friend, Paige Morgan & family 
Ron Sumption's mother, Fern Sumption 
Adam & Will Crunk's friends, Lipsey Family 
 

Deaths: 
Dee Griner, August 17 
Cathy McCall's nephew, Jason John Casteel, August 31 
Hal Swope's sister-in-law, Dorothy Swope, August 28 
 

Members: 
Barb Heerman 
Cliff Kirby 
Cary Pulliam 
Gerry Reams 
Jake Wilson 
 

In Memory Of: 
Margot Keily, September 8, 2010 
 

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God and celebration of 55 years of marriage with 
Joyce by Ron Crutcher. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://fpcfranklin.org/about/prayer-requests


Announcements 
 
Music in Worship: In today’s lesson we hear Jesus say to us, “Take up your cross and follow me.” The 
music of the day reflects this theme as we are reminded not only of the love that flows from it, but its 
peace that “knows no measure”, a peace that guides us into abundant life.  
 
Regular Weekly Wednesday Rehearsals Have Begun! 
Carillon Handbells (5:00 p.m. in Room 215-A) and Chancel Choir (6:45 p.m. in Room 215-B).  This is your 
personal invitation to join us! 
 
Franklin Classic: September 5 
The Mercy Franklin Classic Race, now in its 23rd year, is Williamson County's favorite Labor Day 
tradition. Join with runners and walkers from across Middle Tennessee to have fun and support Mercy 
Community Healthcare. Register on our website and be sure to join the FPC Legends Team! 
 
19 Miles to Music Row: September 6  
Join us by 6:30pm at the Franklin First United Methodist Church, 120 Aldersgate Way, Franklin. The 
featured artist for September is the incomparable Leslie Satcher. Best known for her huge hit song 
“When God Fearin' Women Get The Blues” and others. Someone from the Primetimers team will be in 
the hall at 6pm to greet you, and you are welcome to join us in “saved” seating.  
 
Wednesday Night Live returns September 7! 
Sign up on our website for dinner each week catered by Daily Dish! Suggested pricing: $10 per adult/
youth, $5 per child, $25 family max. WNL starts back THIS WEDNESDAY with a Birthday Celebration 
Night! Yes, there will be birthday cake with fun and fellowship!  
 
NaCoMe Family Play Day 
Come spend the day with your church family on Saturday, September 17, 2022 at NaCoMe. Register by 
September 7! 
 
Sisters in Spirit meet at 10:00 AM each Friday in the church parlor. They welcome any newcomers and 
study Rachel Held Evans’ book, Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again. 
For more information, contact Martha Johnson at 615.400.6276. 
 
September 2NDSAT: PDA Gifts of the Heart  
Thank you to everyone who has donated spiral notebooks! Come join us this Saturday to make school 
kits for PDA at 9 AM in Wilson Hall.  
 
Sunday School Begins next week! 
All ages meet in Sanctuary at 9:45 AM on September 11 to get a preview of our fall line up! There will 
be nursery, preschool, lower and upper elementary classes for children; confirmation, middle and high 
school classes for youth; and many options for adults.  
 
 
 
Use this QR code to register for events or sign up to volunteer. 



Responding to God's grace through worship, study, and service. 

Our purpose is to joyfully follow Christ and respond to God's grace as an inclusive, multigenerational faith 
community by: 

• Deepening discipleship through relevant worship and life-long learning 

• Creating and nurturing congregational relationships 

• Transforming lives and connecting with others through service 

Welcome! We extend a warm welcome to all who are here today. Whether you are from our community or 
visiting, we are glad to have you among us.  

We strive to be inclusive and offer assistance for those with disabilities.  
T-Coil hearing devices are available from members of the Hospitality Team who have blue name tags. We 
have several pew cutouts for accessibility and offer sensory nurturing items for children. If anyone has other 
needs or disabilities requiring assistance or accommodations for any church activity, please contact the church 
office at 615-794-5114. 

Nursery is available for infant – 3 year old children downstairs in Room 111.  
Children of all ages are always welcome to remain in the sanctuary.  

Children’s Worship is available for children 4 years old – kindergarten in Room 101 following the Time with 
the Young Church, and those attending will be returned to the sanctuary before the end of the service. For 
accommodations and more information please contact the coordinator, Katie Oldham, 
k.oldham1994@gmail.com. 

Prayer requests to convey concerns or celebrations may be shared with Anne Keenerakeener@fpcfranklin.org 
or 615-794-5114 x219.) 
 

The Session 

 

 Class of 2022 
 Don Arnold 
 Katie Gottlieb 
 Karen Hanson 
 Robin Pulliam 
 Dale Roos 

 

The Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Emeritus 
Thomas D. Walker  

 

First Presbyterian Church, Franklin is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and a member of the 
Presbytery of Middle Tennessee, the Synod of Living Waters, and the General Assembly of the PC(USA). 

615.794.5114 | fpcfranklin.org 

Class of 2023 

Christi Granstaff 

Rich Johnson 

Heather Reimer 

Andrew Stevens 

Bruce Tarkington 

Class of 2024 

Mike Anderson 

Hunter Battle 

Chris Jones 

Jennifer Sower 

Sam Webb 

Christopher A. Joiner, Pastor 

Mary Sellers Shaw, Associate Pastor 

Anne Keener Commissioned Pastor 

Michael Snoddy, Director of Music/Organist 

Kim Joiner, Director of Christian Education 

Sam Belcher, Director of Youth Ministries 

Glenda Andrews, Administrator 

Sara Chang, Communications Director 

Marie Hayman, Accountant 

Tony Flemister, Sexton 

Kate Lasseter, Nursery Coordinator 

Kelly Oldham, Nursery Coordinator 

Linda Cairatti, Nursery Staff 

Katie Oldham, Children’s Worship 

mailto:akeener@fpcfranklin.org

