
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
September 11, 2022 

 
Welcome to First Presbyterian Church, Franklin. Worship begins with the Prelude. Please silence cell 
phones. The asterisk (*) invites all to rise in body or spirit. The people’s responses are in bold type.  

 
Gathering 

Chiming of the Hour 
 
Pouring of the Water               
 
Welcome and Announcements            
 
Prelude        Amazing Grace            Hal 

Hopson 
  
*Call to Worship             
 Our story is that we once were lost, but now are found. 
  God claims us and makes us part of the story of grace. 
 Rejoice with me! The lost are found. 
  There is joy in the presence of God. 
 
*Hymn 634     To God Be the Glory      TO GOD BE THE GLORY 
  
*Prayer of the Day           
 Undaunted you seek the lost, O God, 

exultant you bring home the found. 
Touch our hearts with grateful wonder 
at the tenderness of your forbearing love. 
Grant us delight in the mercy that has found us, 
and bring all to rejoice at the feast of forgiveness. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
and who claims us as part of his everlasting life, 
God forever and ever. Amen. 

Call to Confession     
 
Prayer of Confession  

Searching God, 
You come for us like a shepherd searching for lost sheep. 
We hide and we run, 
sometimes knowing we have strayed, 



other times completely unaware that we are on the wrong path. 
We are as those who have no knowledge, 
who do not call upon you. 
Regardless, you come after us. 
With love and compassion and mercy you come after us. 
We make our confession with confidence  
that you will find us again,  
and wipe away our sin, 
and return us to your fold. 
We pray in the name of the Good Shepherd, 
Jesus Christ. 
   

Silent Confession 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness             
 
*The Peace 
 The peace of Christ be with you.  
  And also with you. 

(Please greet those around you with the peace of Christ.) 
 
*Gloria        Glory Be to the Father             GLORIA PATRI  
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
 
*The Reading of the Law 

Let us now remember the standard by which God calls us to live. 
God spoke all these words, saying, I am the Lord your God. You shall have no other gods 
before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is 
in heaven above or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You 
shall not bow down to them or worship them. You shall not make wrongful use of the name 
of the Lord your God. Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. Honor your father and 
your mother. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You 
shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor’s 
home; you shall not covet your neighbor’s spouse, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbor. 

Blessed are they whose delight is in the law of the Lord.  
 Amen. 

 
The Word 

 
Time With The Young Church 

  Children of all ages are invited to come forward.  
Nursery and Children’s Worship info is on the back of the bulletin.  

 
Presentation of Third Grade Bibles 
 Benjamin John Costa    Lily Claire Downing 
 Isla Grace England    Caroline Grace Freiburg  
 Jackson Steele Granstaff   Sadie Violet Lahey  
 Elise Taylor Lasseter    Jackson Hunter Reynolds 
   
Prayer for Illumination                
 Searching God, come to us in the power of your Word, seek us out in the sacred text.  

Help us to truly understand; that understanding we may believe, and, believing, we may follow, 



seeking our place in your Word, our story in yours; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Gospel Reading                           Luke 15:1-10  
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon     Finding Stories          Chris Joiner 

 
Response 

 
*Hymn 649      Amazing Grace     AMAZING GRACE 
 
*Affirmation of Faith 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only 

son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
Prayers of the People        

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Stories of Belonging   Sunday School         Terry Love 
 
Christian Education Commissioning 
 
The Offering                    

Fold and place your completed Connection Card in the offering plate. 
 
Anthem     The Lord is My Shepherd           Lloyd Pfautsch 
 The Lord is my shepherd and I shall not want. He makes me to lie down  in green pastures, he leads 
me beside the still waters, he leads me in the paths of righteousness. I will fear no evil for Thou art with me, 
Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow  me, for the Lord is my 
shepherd and I shall not want.  
 
*Doxology   Praise God from Whom All Blessing Flow OLD HUNDREDTH  

Praise God, from whom all blessing flow; praise Him, all  creatures, here below. Praise Him 
above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 
*Prayer of Thanksgiving     
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Sending 

 
*Hymn 435   There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy      IN BABILONE  
 

http://fpcfranklin.org/about/sermons-text


*Benediction 
 
Postlude       Our God, Our Help in Ages Past        Gordon Young 
 
Ringing of the Carillon             Five Bell Peal 
 

Leading in Worship Today 
Chris Joiner, Pastor 

Anne Keener, Commissioned Pastor 
Kim Joiner, Director of Christian Education 

Michael Snoddy, Director of Music and Organist 
Bill Carver, 8:30 Liturgist 

Brent Sower, 11:00 Liturgist 
 
 

Prayer List 
New: 
Dee Bechtel 
Mike Henry and family 
Jessica Lahey's friend, Paige Morgan & family 
Ron Sumption's mother, Fern Sumption 
 
Deaths: 
Sidney Frazer, September 4 
Dee Griner, August 17 
Cathy McCall's nephew, Jason John Casteel, August 31 
Hal Swope's sister-in-law, Dorothy Swope, August 28 
 
Members: 
Barb Heerman 
Cliff Kirby 
Cary Pulliam 
Gerry Reams 
Jake Wilson 
 
In Memory Of: 
Bess Burrow, September 11, 2003 
Paul Gaddis, September 11, 2019 
Jeanne Pritchard, September 12, 2021 
Margaret Minke, September 16, 2011 
 
The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in memory of what would have been Bob 
and Alice Boyce’s 70th wedding anniversary by Nancy Neal. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Announcements 
 
Stories of Belonging: Sunday School 
Each Sunday, we will hear from someone in our congregation speak about belonging to a specific ministry in 
our church and how it has affected their life. Today is Opening Day for Sunday School. There is something 
for everyone: nursery, preschool, lower and upper elementary classes for children; confirmation, middle and 
high school classes for youth; and many options for adults. You can read more about each Adult Sunday 
School class on our website. 
 

Music in Worship: In today’s lesson we hear Jesus say “Rejoice! For I have found my lost sheep.” These 
familiar and comforting words remind us of the Savior’s great love for us all.  Our music for the day calls to 
mind God’s great mercy and love, inviting us, in the words of the hymn writer, to “Praise the Lord!”   
  

Regular Weekly Wednesday Rehearsals Have Begun! 
Carillon Handbells (5:00 p.m. in Room 215-A) and Chancel Choir (6:45 p.m. in Room 215-B).  This is your 
personal invitation to join us! 
  

Music Commissioning and Choir Coffee Hour:  
NEXT week (SEP 18) we will commission those who share their gifts with us in worship and invite you to join 
us for a special Common Grounds provided by the choir members (there may be a donut involved).  
 

Presbyterian Women will meet on Tuesday, September 13 in the parlor at 9:45-11:00. They meet each 
month, September - May on the 2nd Tuesday in the Parlor from 9:45 – 11:00. Their study this year 
is Celebrating Sabbath: Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and Delight by Carol M. Bechtel. Come and join this 
circle of study and friendship!  
 

Wednesday Night Live: 
Sign up on our website for dinner each week catered by Daily Dish! Suggested pricing: $10 per adult/youth, 
$5 per child, $25 family max.  Remember to RSVP for dinner by the Sunday before each Wednesday night. 
Dinner starts at 6 and programming follows at 6:45 PM. This week we will hear from Pam Horne, Community 
Relations Manager for our mission partner, BrightStone. 
 

Reception for Glenda: Next Sunday 
Glenda Andrews has announced her plans for retirement. Even though we are sad to see her go, we are 
excited for her and this new chapter in her life. Glenda has been on this staff for 29 years and will be terribly 
missed. Her impact on this congregation is immense. Her last day here will be September 30. We will have a 
reception for Glenda next Sunday, September 18, at 10:30 a.m. in Wilson Hall.  
 

Inquirer Gathering: September 18, 9:45 AM in the Parlor 
Do you want to learn more about First Presbyterian? The Inquirer Gathering is a wonderful opportunity to 
learn more about our faith community and ask questions you have about our congregation or the 
Presbyterian Church in general. For more information, contact Mary Sellers Shaw at msshaw@fpcfranklin.org. 
 

Hard Bargain Celebration Dinner: September 22 
You are invited to attend this dinner for free as a guest at FPC's table. Email Mary Sellers if you are 
interested in attending. 
 
Blood Drive: September 25, 9 AM—1 PM, Wilson Hall 
 
 
 
Use this QR code to register for events or sign up to volunteer. 



Responding to God's grace through worship, study, and service. 

Our purpose is to joyfully follow Christ and respond to God's grace as an inclusive, multigenerational faith 
community by: 

• Deepening discipleship through relevant worship and life-long learning 

• Creating and nurturing congregational relationships 

• Transforming lives and connecting with others through service 

Welcome! We extend a warm welcome to all who are here today. Whether you are from our community or 
visiting, we are glad to have you among us.  

We strive to be inclusive and offer assistance for those with disabilities.  
T-Coil hearing devices are available from members of the Hospitality Team who have blue name tags. We 
have several pew cutouts for accessibility and offer sensory nurturing items for children. If anyone has other 
needs or disabilities requiring assistance or accommodations for any church activity, please contact the church 
office at 615-794-5114. 

Nursery is available for infant – 3 year old children downstairs in Room 111.  
Children of all ages are always welcome to remain in the sanctuary.  

Children’s Worship is available for children 4 years old – kindergarten in Room 101 following the Time with 
the Young Church, and those attending will be returned to the sanctuary before the end of the service. For 
accommodations and more information please contact the coordinator, Katie Oldham, 
k.oldham1994@gmail.com. 

Prayer requests to convey concerns or celebrations may be shared with Anne Keenerakeener@fpcfranklin.org 
or 615-794-5114 x219.) 
 

The Session 

 

 Class of 2022 
 Don Arnold 
 Katie Gottlieb 
 Karen Hanson 
 Robin Pulliam 
 Dale Roos 

 

The Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Emeritus 
Thomas D. Walker  

 

First Presbyterian Church, Franklin is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and a member of the 
Presbytery of Middle Tennessee, the Synod of Living Waters, and the General Assembly of the PC(USA). 

615.794.5114 | fpcfranklin.org 

Class of 2023 

Christi Granstaff 

Rich Johnson 

Heather Reimer 

Andrew Stevens 

Bruce Tarkington 

Class of 2024 

Mike Anderson 

Hunter Battle 

Chris Jones 

Jennifer Sower 

Sam Webb 

Christopher A. Joiner, Pastor 

Mary Sellers Shaw, Associate Pastor 

Anne Keener Commissioned Pastor 

Michael Snoddy, Director of Music/Organist 

Kim Joiner, Director of Christian Education 

Sam Belcher, Director of Youth Ministries 

Glenda Andrews, Administrator 

Sara Chang, Communications Director 

Marie Hayman, Accountant 

Tony Flemister, Sexton 

Kate Lasseter, Nursery Coordinator 

Kelly Oldham, Nursery Coordinator 

Linda Cairatti, Nursery Staff 

Katie Oldham, Children’s Worship 

mailto:akeener@fpcfranklin.org

