
 
  
  
  God is faithful. If there is a through-line that crosses all the stories in the Old 
Testament, it would be that God is faithful. As the psalmist sings, “God’s faithfulness 
extends to the heavens…” 
 
 I suspect another through-line that runs alongside God’s faithfulness are the ways 
that God’s faithful works through the most unlikely means – through a set-apart people 
who seem insignificant, through elderly Abraham and Sarah, through the dishonest 
trickster Jacob, through the prostitute Rahab, through the morally-suspect King David, 
and on and on. It seems God will use whoever it takes to work out God’s faithfulness. 
 
 The story of the birth of Moses, who himself was an imperfect vessel of God’s 
faithfulness, is perhaps one of the most striking and inspiring of these unlikely 
instruments of God’s grace. 
 
 The story starts in horror and terror, foreshadowing what Herod would do at the 
birth of Jesus. Like so many tyrants before and since, power, attaining it and keeping it, is 
all that matters. Whether it is killing all the newborn boys, beheading political rivals, 
poisoning protestors, rigging elections, setting fires and blaming your enemies to give an 
excuse for consolidating power, and on it goes, power is the currency of despots, then and 
now.  
 
 So, it shouldn’t surprise us to see Pharaoh issue an order to hang on to his own 
power. For some reason, the Hebrews have stoked his insecurities. He sees in them a 
threat, even though to this point they have not done anything to show that they are. They 
merely worship one God, and God alone.  
 
 And that may be it. If the Hebrews worship one God, and if that God is not 
Pharaoh, then their ultimate allegiance does not belong to Pharaoh. The previous king 
made peace with that reality, mainly because he knew the leaders of the Hebrews and 
knew them to be trustworthy. But now, a different kind of king has taken the throne, one 
who sees threats behind every bush, one who stays up at night obsessing about these 
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Hebrews and their lone God who seems more important to them than he does. He cannot 
abide that disruption of his power. 
 
 And so, the horrific order – the Hebrew midwives Shiphorah and Puah are 
instructed to kill any Hebrew boys born. Imagine that. He asks these two Hebrew women 
to kill Hebrew babies. But the midwives will have none of it. They agree to a story and 
they stick to it. When Pharaoh asks what’s going on, they will say the Hebrew women are 
strong and give birth before the midwives can get there. Why do they lie? The text is 
clear – they feared God. “Fear” here does not just mean being scared, but being reverent, 
being caught up in the purposes of God, knowing that it would never be God’s will to do 
this thing.  
 
 They are strong, faithful women. When Kim and I were preparing for Chandler 
Belle’s birth, we decided we wanted to use a midwife. There were lots of reasons for this 
choice, but one that was important was the history of midwifery, the ways midwives 
centered their care on the unique needs of the woman giving birth, the ways, as one 
person put it, “the midwives would have Kim’s back.”  
 
 You see that strength and resolve here. They disobey the order of the king. They lie 
to cover up their disobedience. They are shrewd in the service of God. They have those 
mother’s backs.  
 
 This is Pharaoh’s worst nightmare come true, and he doesn’t even know it. They 
have put their allegiance God above their obedience to the king. What Pharaoh fears most 
is true – worshiping one God means there are no others. There can be no alternative 
morality, no alternative allegiance, no giving of oneself to any other than God.  
 
 There’s a brief confession in our Presbyterian Book of Confessions that was 
written in 1934 in Germany. You know that 1934 in Germany was a time when another 
insecure dictator sought to gain and hold onto power through terror, much of it directed at 
the Jewish people. The Theological Declaration of Barmen, as it was called, was not 
written by the Jewish people, but it was written in the same spirit by the siblings of the 
Jews, the Protestant Christian resistance to Nazism. The declaration is notable that it does 
not mention Hitler or Nazism a single time. It did not need to do so. 
 
 For it was clear to anyone reading the words whom it addressed. “Jesus Christ, as 
he is attested for us in Holy Scripture, is the one Word of God which we have to hear and 
which we have to trust and obey in life and in death. We reject the false doctrine, as 
though there were other areas of our life in which we would not belong to Jesus Christ, 
but to other lords…” 



 These kinds of words send chills down the spines of dictators and insecure despots 
the world over, for they communicate without confusion that we worship and serve one 
God and that we will not give into the idolatry that often comes masked in worldly 
power. 
 
 Just look at the women in this story, at the way they come alongside one another to 
subvert Pharaoh, such that Moses, the future liberator of the very Hebrews he seeks to 
oppress, will live in his house and participate in his power. 
 
 The courage of Moses’s mother to place him in a basket on the waters of the Nile; 
the stealth of his sister who watches, waiting for her moment; the compassion of 
Pharaoh’s daughter, who sees the baby, recognizes him as a Hebrew baby, remembers the 
order of her father, and follows her heart, taking him up out of the water; and the 
awesome turn the story takes when Moses’s sister appears and gets permission to fetch a 
Hebrew nurse who happens to be Moses’s brave mother. The story ends with Moses in 
Pharaoh’s house, nursed by his own mother, taken as a son by Pharaoh’s own daughter. 
 
 God is faithful. God works in unlikely ways to fulfill God’s will and way in the 
world. These strong and faithful women, getting in what the late John Lewis called “good 
trouble,” having each other’s back – they are the means through which God will liberate 
God’s people. 
 
 Moses, which means, “he who draws out,” in this case “she who draws out,” will 
himself pass through the waters of the sea on dry ground, taking God’s people to 
freedom.  
 
 It remains true for each of us, we who are drawn out of the waters of baptism, who 
affirm the faithfulness of God, who give our lives to God’s will and way, that we, too, are 
instruments. We are instruments of God’s love, God’s grace, God’s abiding peace; we 
stand against all that opposes Christ and Christ’s call, grounded in deep, suffering love. 
Yes, even now, especially now, we are called to this baptismal life, because God is 
faithful. 
 
 Let’s plaster those words on our computer screens so we see them in the next 
Zoom meeting – God is faithful. Let’s put them on our mirrors, so we see ourselves 
through the lens of God’s faithfulness. Let us hold them in our hearts through these 
turbulent times – God is faithful. Let us have each other’s back, and let us have the backs 
of those in our community who are vulnerable, because God is faithful. It remains the 
truth that will guide us home, now and forever. God is faithful. Amen. 
 


