
 
  
  
 When Stephen says, “Look!” the crowd has had enough. There anger tips over into 
rage, and they form a lynching party with Saul (who will one day be known to us as Paul) 
presiding.  
 
 What did Stephen see? What was he asking them to see? The glory of God, with 
Jesus sitting on God’s right hand. In other words, he sees that God has vindicated the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus; God has vindicated the way of Jesus in the world, and 
the world turns now to the heartbeat of that Way. And their anger turns to rage. 
 
 What we heard read is the very end of a sermon by Stephen that became more and 
more provocative the longer it went. Going back to the Hebrew Bible, Stephen proclaims 
that God is not confined to a sacred building. He reminds them that God spoke to both 
Joseph and Moses not in the Promised Land, but in Gentile lands. God’s most important 
encounter with Moses, he says, happens in Egypt. He goes on to say that prophets of God 
over the ages who challenged the establishment were killed. And then he says, “Look!” 
and what he sees is a God who in Christ is much larger than any building or any land or 
any people, but is for all the world.  
 
 It is all they can bear. They pick up their stones. 
 
 What good news this is for us today. We also can begin to imagine that God is 
closer to us in the brightness of this sanctuary, that God is somehow more present here 
than elsewhere. When I was growing up and my grandmother would take me to church, I 
remember her telling me, “No food in the sanctuary, no running in the sanctuary, no 
moving around during worship in the sanctuary.” Why? “Because this is the house of 
God,” came the response, with the sort of definitive tone that said there was no more to 
be said about the subject.  
 
 While I agree that food and running and excessive moving about may be disruptive 
or move our attention from the purpose of worship, I must also say that the idea of the 
sanctuary as God’s house did have the effect on me of confining God to that house, or at 
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least imagining that God was most present there instead of, say, my house, or my school, 
or the mall, or the ball field. And once you start thinking that, it is easy to begin 
imagining that what I did in those arenas was not as consequential to my faith as what I 
did in the sanctuary. I could have a Sunday faith, and a Monday-Saturday faith, and, 
frankly, it seemed that’s what a lot of people had. 
 
 Stephen’s sermon asserts that God is not contained in the temple, that God was not 
owned by the religious establishment of his day, and that God’s sovereignty in Christ was 
for all times and places.  
 
 This is, again, good news. As beautiful as this Sanctuary is, God’s grace and peace 
and love far transcends it. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we too can look and see 
God at work at school and in the marketplace and on the ball field and at work and in the 
prison and the hospital and at the grave, and, yes, in our homes. 
 
 That is good news as we gather in front of a screen in our living rooms or kitchen 
tables. Good news as we find ourselves more isolated from being in person with each 
other, good news as we are absent from this Sanctuary, good news as we seek God’s 
presence and direction as a community and a nation and world in the grips of something 
that instills fear and division among us. God is not absent. God is powerfully present in 
Christ. 
 
 So, what does that presence look like? What does it summon from us? Stephen 
models it. When he is surrounded by rage, he remains filled with the Spirit, filled with a 
peace and joy that is sharply contrasted by the hate that is all around. He gives himself to 
God’s will and way, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” He practices forgiveness, even as 
the stones are ready to be thrown, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” He is a 
follower of Jesus; he practices the way of Jesus even in this extreme moment. 
 
 This is good news. The way of Christ is the way through this moment we are in, 
and all the moments of our lives – to give our lives over to God, to practice grace and 
forgiveness with and between one another, to look and see God at work…in this way all 
our times and places are filled with the presence of God, and all our tables, become the 
table of the Lord. Amen. 
 
  


