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Here we are, disciples behind closed doors, a week after we celebrated 
Jesus’ resurrection. Last Sunday we heard from Luke’s gospel that the disciples 
thought the women’s story of the empty tomb was an idle tale and only Peter ran 
to see for himself. Today we hear from John’s gospel, and in John’s resurrection 
story, Mary Magdalene alone discovers the empty tomb, and when she tells the 
disciples, Peter and one other disciple run to see for themselves.  They also find it 
empty but do not stay long enough to encounter Jesus.  Only Mary Magdalene 
stays and sees the risen Christ at the tomb. 

 Peter and the other disciple return home too afraid to stay at the empty 
tomb, and that fear continues in today’s text. On that same evening, the disciples 
were gathered together in a locked house in fear of the Roman soldiers and the 
Jewish leaders. In that place of fear, Jesus comes and stands among them. Jesus 
meets them where they are, and then he speaks.   

What will be the first words that come from Jesus’ lips to these fearful 
disciples? Will it be a message of joy or hope or love?  It could have been, but 
instead, Jesus chooses his first words to be, “Peace be with you.” 

 In these days where I expect we are all praying for peace, this text meets us 
where we are. It meets us as our hearts continue to break as a result of violence.  
This text meets us as we grieve for our Muslim brothers and sisters who died in 
the mosque attacks in New Zealand. It meets us as we grieve for our Christian 
brothers and sisters who died in the church attacks in Sir Lanka. And it meets us 
as we continue to grieve for our Jewish brothers and sisters who died in the Tree 
of Life Congregation attack in Pittsburgh six months ago and now also grieve for 
those who died and were injured in the Chabod of Poway synagogue attack in 
Southern California just yesterday during a service on the last day of Passover. 
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 As so many pray “Come Lord Jesus, bring peace as only you can,” we are 
once again fearful disciples in a room behind closed doors receiving this same 
message of peace from Jesus.  

We long for peace. Peace as in a state of tranquility without violence. We 
long for peace globally and locally, but we also long for peace within. Peace as a 
means of deep calm and assurance that all will be well. We long for a depth of 
calm and assurance that can maybe best be described using Julian of Norwich’s 
words that “All shall be well, and all manner of thing shall be well.”   

 This is the peace for which we often pray for another to receive when they 
are going through a difficult time. This is one type of peace that Jesus is offering 
his fearful disciples, but I think his message goes even deeper. Jesus doesn’t just 
greet them saying “Peace.”  Jesus greets his heartbroken and fearful disciples 
saying, “Peace be with you.”   

 “Peace be with you” is a blessing, a blessing that is borne out of the 
forgiveness of God.  It is a blessing that we offer to each other each week in 
worship when we pass the peace.  As you probably know, the placement of The 
Peace is very intentional in our service.    

We gather as a community at the baptism waters to confess our sin and tell 
the truth about ourselves and this world in which we live. We come to name how 
we fall short of living as God calls us to live.  Once we have offered our prayers of 
confession and received the words of assurance that in the name of Christ we are 
all forgiven, then we are ready to pass the peace with one another.   

When we say, “peace of Christ be with you,” we are not just saying hello.  
We are offering forgiveness. Forgiveness which we can only offer because God 
forgives us, because we are a forgiven people.  That is what I mean when I say, 
“may we live as a forgiven and forgiving people.” Our forgiving is always in 
response to God’s forgiveness.  God is always the initiator.  

I have been thinking a lot this week about our interfaith worship service in 
2016 when our brothers and sisters from the Jewish Temple and the Islamic 
Center worshiped with us as part of our joint Habitat for Humanity build. I had the 
honor of sharing the words of Peace that day from the font.  I went back this 
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week to read the words I spoke that day and wanted to share them with you 
today. 

Peace be with you, Shalom, Salam. In the Christian tradition, we share the 
greeting that Jesus himself shared when he encountered his fearful disciples, 
“Peace be with you.” We know these words were words that extended well before 
his time, words embodied in the greeting we heard at the Friday Shabbat service 
at the Temple – Shabbat Shalom, which means “peaceful Sabbath.” And we know 
the same word of peace continues in the Muslim community as well- Salam 
Alaikum, which means, “Peace be upon you.” So, we invite you to share greetings 
with one another either out of your own or your brother or sister’s tradition, 
knowing that the greeting of peace is our shared prayer and the thing that binds 
us together.  

These words do bind us together with our brothers and sisters in the Jewish 
and Muslim traditions. They were familiar words that Jewish people spoke to one 
another and that Jesus spoke to his disciples many times, but these words take on 
new meaning in that room as the Risen Christ speaks them anew. 

Peace is now Christ’s Shalom. Shalom that implies wholeness, wellbeing, 
completeness, reconciliation, and peace. Christ offers this greeting “Peace be with 
you” to the disciples a second time before he breathed life on the them through 
the Holy Spirit just as God breathed into Adam the breath of life in Genesis.  

The peace of Christ breathes wholeness and healing into all who are open 
to receiving. The gift Jesus offers is much more than peace or deep calm for the 
moment but peace that will always be with them.  Jesus offers himself, the Prince 
of Peace, to these unsure, fearful disciples hiding behind locked doors. With the 
peace that Christ offers, the disciples are being sent out to offer forgiveness of 
sins to others.  They can do this because the forgiveness doesn’t come from them 
but from Christ who is with them and working through them now that they have 
received the Holy Spirit. 

Each week when we pass the peace and say, “Peace be with you,” we are 
offering Christ’s wholeness to another and practicing reconciliation. We are 
practicing it for the day when don’t see eye to eye with another and yet we will 



4 
 

still be able to shake hands, look the other in the eye, and offer the peace of 
Christ, offer reconciliation, even when we disagree. 

 Jesus offers this profound greeting a third time when he reappears to the 
disciples in that same room behind closed doors a week after the resurrection.  
He again greets them with, “Peace be with you” before turning his focus on 
Thomas.  Jesus once again meets Thomas where he is.  He doesn’t wait for 
Thomas to ask to see and touch his wounds, but instead immediately invites him 
to reach out his hand. 

 Jesus knows this is what Thomas has been longing to do.  He knows Thomas 
said he wouldn’t believe until he saw the mark of the nails and touched his side.  
Jesus offers Thomas abundant grace in this invitation, but it never says that 
Thomas actually touched Jesus.  Thomas thought he needed to touch him to 
believe but, in that moment, he realizes that seeing Jesus in front of him is 
enough.  He realizes being in Jesus’ presence is enough. 

 I haven’t seen the wounded hands of the Risen Christ or touch his side, but 
I experience Christ in others all the time.  I experience Christ’s presence when I 
am working side by side with members of all generations packing Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance kits on a 2NDSAT. I experience it each time I gather with a 
Growth Group and the books comes alive through the discussion and interaction 
with others.  And I experience Christ’s presence when I hear from a member who 
has a Stephen Minister that their Stephen Ministry relationship has been a gift 
and helped them journey through a difficult time.  I could go on and know you 
could join in. 

 We would have loved to have been in that room and seen Jesus with our 
own eyes but being in Christ’s presence is enough, and Jesus offers us that 
presence through his greeting and through the Holy Spirit.  When Jesus says, 
“Peace be with you,” he is offering his very self to us. Jesus doesn’t just offer 
peace. Jesus is Peace, and he will always be with us.  

In this blessing, Jesus is offering us a relationship. A relationship that not 
even death can bring to an end. A relationship that is initiated by God. A 
relationship that will meet us where we are each and every day.  A relationship 
that will offer forgiveness over and over again and give us the ability to offer 



5 
 

forgiveness to others. A relationship that renews us and draws us into deeper 
union with God.  

  Earlier in John’s gospel, as the disciples ate with Jesus for the last time, he 
said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.” Even though Jesus had told 
the disciples what would happen to him, they just couldn’t comprehend what it 
meant until it happened.  They had been in the presence of Jesus all that time but 
being in the presence of the Risen Christ opened their hearts to receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit.  

Using Frederick Buechner words, receiving the gift of Christ’s peace doesn’t 
mean “the absence of struggle, but the presence of love.” 

May we receive the presence of love. May we receive the gift of Peace with 
us, today, tomorrow, and always. Amen. 


