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But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “You that are Israelites, 

listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of 

power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know— this 

man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified 

and killed by the hands of those outside the law. But God raised him up, having freed him from 

death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. For David says concerning him,  

‘I saw the Lord always before me, 

    for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 

therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

    moreover my flesh will live in hope. 

For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 

    or let your Holy One experience corruption. 

You have made known to me the ways of life; 

    you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was 

buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn 

with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, 

David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, 

‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 

    nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 

This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. 

 

In today’s scripture, Peter has gathered with the rest of the disciples on Pentecost. A few 

weeks from now, we’ll come back to the beginning of this chapter to talk about God’s bestowing 

of the Holy Spirit upon us. Today’s passage, though, is the second half of Peter’s address to the 

disciples and the crowd. We see here that the death and resurrection of Christ and the giving of 

the Holy Spirit are intimately tied to one another. Peter is speaking to the power of God in Christ 
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and calling on all there to witness to the resurrection. He recognizes that this event was foretold 

in scripture and is not only within the power of God to raise Jesus but, in doing so, recognizes 

that Jesus is God.  

Peter interprets Psalms 16 as David foreseeing Jesus as the Messiah. David has 

confidence in God that he will not be abandoned to the depths; this is a theme that we see 

throughout the Psalms. Even in bodily death, as Peter says we know that David suffered, he—

and also we—have the confidence that God saves us and does not abandon us. Peter’s point in 

this is not a focus on death, but rather the confidence that in Christ’s rising from the dead, we are 

all made alive. We are reminded that Christ’s human life and death are part of the larger story of 

how God is at work in our physical world.  

We have to be really careful with this scripture, particularly in Peter’s reference to Jesus 

being handed over to be crucified and killed. This is one of those texts that has been used 

dangerously throughout history to promote antisemitism. But Peter’s reference is not to the entire 

Jewish world—remember, Jesus himself was Jewish—but rather, Peter is talking about the very 

specific political and social powers in this particular context that led to Jesus’s death. Moreover, 

Peter’s emphasis is not on Jesus’s death or on placing blame, but rather on the resurrection and 

the hope that exists for all of us as a result.  

In Christ’s resurrection, God shows God’s power over death, teaching the disciples and 

all who hear this story that God can do what humans cannot. As followers of Christ and believers 

in the risen Lord, we are called to share the Good News of this love through word and deed.  

Perhaps this quiet Sunday after Easter is one of the most important for the call of the 

church. The pomp and circumstance are over. The ham has all been eaten. We have seen the 

risen Lord! But now—what do we do next?  

In today’s circumstances, this question rings even more true. What does it look like to 

witness to resurrection in a world surrounded by death and destruction? This is what the disciples 

were faced with too, though, on that first Easter. They were the witnesses to Jesus’s life when the 

world saw that he was dead. They still had the grief and the fear along with this hope of the 

unfathomable. Jesus is risen! We are saved, and in him we have new life! We too have this 

hope—and yes, it does exist with a myriad of different emotions. And the truth is, Easter is 

always surrounded by death in our world. Covid-19 is an anomaly, and it’s a disaster that is 

facing our world that we have not known in a lifetime. And yet, war and poverty and hunger and 
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abuse and all sorts of despair have existed long before this particular Easter and will continue 

long after it. Perhaps, though, this is why the witness of resurrection throughout the ages is so 

important. There will always be death here on earth, but there will also always be the promise of 

new life. And in this particular time, we are united as a global community, experiencing the same 

type of death and fear. What promise, then, does that give us also for the possibility of a 

worldwide sense of resurrection?  

May this time of communal grief allow us to have greater compassion and empathy for 

one another. Not just in these days, but for when life returns to “normal” again as well. In 

understanding one another’s circumstances and struggles, and in experiencing together the 

unknown, perhaps we can then dream about what the future could hold differently. How can we, 

as the Church and as a society, provide opportunities for new ways of life? God is creating all 

things new and calls upon us as witnesses to this work in the world. We are not asked to be 

bystanders, but instead called to participate in God’s redemption, offering support, care, and 

radical love to all.  

Oftentimes before we say the Lord’s Prayer together on Sunday mornings, we pray, “In 

union with your church across the world and the ages, we pray together the words our Lord Jesus 

Christ taught us to pray.” This prayer that is part of our liturgy each Sunday connects us to the 

“big C” Church—the Church universal that believes and worships and prays together. This is the 

witness that we are invited to be part of. It is a witness to the resurrection that does not just exist 

in this passage in Acts. Peter refers to David and the Psalms to remind us that this resurrection 

story and the power of God in Christ exists throughout all our story as people of faith. Peter tells 

this to the disciples who are witnessing in the time of Jesus, just as David witnessed to God’s 

redeeming love in his own time and just as we are called to witness in this day and age.  

We are witnesses in this particular moment, but also throughout time—we share in this 

story in our lifetimes as well as with those who come before and after us. We are part of the 

greater witness that exists beyond any singular moment of joy or despair. God exists in all of it. 

Through Christ’s resurrection and ascension into heaven, God promises that death does not have 

the ultimate word. God’s promise of life continues in us. Whenever we share God’s love with 

one another and offer grace and compassion, we proclaim Christ’s saving death and the new life 

that is to come. Amen.  


