
 
 

 When I read through today’s scripture, I have to admit—my first reaction was, “Oh gosh. 

Well, this is not very realistic, is it?” Imagining a world where everyone is “of one heart and 

soul,” shares everything, and where no one is in need feels like a concept that is out of reach in 

this day and age. And yet… there is a reason that we host 2NDSAT every month, and that we 

have a meal ministry, and that we show up here each week, in person or on our computer 

screens, to worship and learn and be in community together. In the cross, Christ beckons for us 

to create a new way of living with one another. As theologian Troy Troftgruben comments, this 

scripture “reads best not as blueprints for today but as glimpses of dynamic experiences by a 

community enlivened by God’s Spirit. And so, these texts say less about model church practices 

and more about the dynamic power of God among believers.” When framed in this light, as we 

reflect on today’s scripture, let us not aim towards an impossible perfection. Instead, let us ask 

ourselves—what does it look like to live in community? What is it about Jesus and about our 

faith that creates and calls us to this way of living?  

 Communal living is something that Christians, and people in general, have experimented 

throughout history. Sometimes, this has looked like monastic communities that give up their 

worldly items and work for only the common good of those they live among. You may have 

heard of the Taizé community in France, which was created in part to shelter refugees fleeing 

during World War II. It now is a place of retreat for people around the world, in addition to its 

living community, and it is well-known for its repetitive musical chants. They describe their 
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community, saying, “By its very existence, the community is a ‘parable of community’ that 

wants its life to be a sign of reconciliation between divided Christians and between separated 

peoples.” We can learn from communities like the Taizé community how to take our skills and 

passions in life to work towards reconciliation, bringing hope to those around us.  

As a Young Adult Volunteer after I graduated from college, I was encouraged as part of 

the program to live in “intentional Christian community” for the year. This meant that each of us 

committed to living with others in the program, to volunteering full-time at a nonprofit or 

church, and to sharing weekly meals and study with the other YAVs. There was something 

sacred and empowering about this time. Here in Nashville, five young women from across the 

country became each other’s family for a year, without having ever met one another before or 

having filtered and chosen who we wanted to be placed with. We lived and strengthened our 

faith together on the sole basis that we each had chosen to show up in this place and time to be 

part of the outreach of the church.  

Isn’t that what each of us is called to do each day—to choose to show up for and with one 

another? Building community does not take leaving behind your home and family, although 

these experiences are life-changing. We can learn from these longer-term commitments ways 

that we can insert pieces of communal living into our everyday lives.  

We are not meant to live alone. We know that we are each part of the body of Christ, 

meaning that we all are different parts of the same whole. We play different functions, and we 

may not always get along, but here we are, called each day to continue to show up with love, 

encouragement, and hope for the future. This doesn’t mean that we can’t have alone time or that 

we must always be around others, but that we should be intentional about our interactions with 
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one another. We are created as communal people, meaning that we depend on social interactions 

and on giving and receiving love to be made whole.  

All that we do as a church is based on this idea of community. When we worship, study, 

or serve together, we are creating new connections that remind us that we are not alone. On this 

Sunday after Easter, as we remember Jesus’s ministry we know that Christ spent this time 

preparing his disciples for how to be the church once he was gone. Jesus didn’t pick just one 

person to be his successor in his ministry; instead, he trained the disciples to draw in more people 

to spread the word. The church was created out of the idea that we are better together.  

Community is not always easy, though. In these days that become more and more 

isolated, it is easy to fall into separate schedules even from those in our own family unit. We 

have our own schedules and goals that we are working towards, and sometimes this busy-ness 

can keep us from being fully present even in the spaces that we are showing up in. This has 

become even more challenging during this past year, as we were required to live in literal 

isolation. We have been asked, in many senses, to do the opposite of our normal idea of 

communal living. But we have also learned new ways of being in community, in what I believe 

is a testament to our need for and love of connection with others—through picking up groceries 

for our neighbors, with drive-by birthday parties, outdoor worship, and reach out ministry calls. 

Our teachers have learned how to teach virtually so that they can continue connecting with 

students. And every time we wear a mask, stay socially distanced, or receive a vaccine, we are 

showing care and concern for those around us.  

Our church tries to be good neighbors and stewards of our time and resources by hosting 

our monthly 2NDSAT events. During the pandemic, however, planning our regularly scheduled 

events became difficult when we couldn’t go inside or get within 6 feet of one another. This did 
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not stop our church community from serving, though; instead, we found creative ways to 

continue listening to the needs of those around us. This past year, we have held new service 

opportunities such as creating summer care packages for the Boys and Girls Club and snack bags 

for our neighbors experiencing homelessness. Dozens of you made and donated fleece blankets 

during the cold winter months. And yesterday, we held our first ever tree giveaway to share our 

love for God’s creation with our broader community. These are beautiful opportunities that we 

may not have thought of had we not been forced by the pandemic to come up with new, safe 

ideas, and had we also not asked our community partners what their immediate needs were in 

this season. Together, we are listening and acting to create small measures of change that show 

our neighbors that they are loved.  

While serving one another and making tangible offerings for the good of our communal 

living feels important and feasible, it is much more difficult to imagine a world in which the 

whole “were of one heart and soul” and “there was not a needy person among them,” because 

any of them who owned land or houses sold them and gave the church all the money. While we 

can certainly figure out what to do with that if you decide to follow this pericope’s lead, the idea 

of sharing all that you have feels much more approachable Biblically than it does in the context 

of our lived experience. Mark Andrew Jefferson comments on today’s passage, “The ideological 

climate of the United States today is one in which labels like ‘capitalism,’ ‘socialism,’ and 

‘communism’ cloud the administration of God’s mandate. […] The arresting of our ability to be 

the church must be healed, and our desire to exist within a body politic that privileges wholeness 

and mutual care must be enacted.” I share this with you because I imagine that many of you, like 

myself, might have heard the scripture’s “everything they owned was held in common” and then 

thought about how that would look in reality in today’s world and political climate. It feels more 
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important than ever to me today that we separate political and social labels away from our ability 

and willingness to be the church and help our neighbors. This church in Acts is not a prescription 

for how to be the perfect church. What it is is hope for who we could be if we set aside that 

which divides us and acted based these goals of mutual care and wholeness.  

In a world that continues to divide and polarize us, we are called to live together as a 

resurrection people who are hopeful of the new life that we each find in Christ. We are a people 

who believe—Christ is risen! This profound statement gives us life, and it’s on this account that 

we the church exist. We have been given the gift of healing and forgiveness through the cross. 

Now, we must continue to share this same grace with one another.  

Today, we are called to live an embodied faith, connected by the fact that Christ is 

resurrected and we are claimed, forgiven, and called to live in community.  

So let this be good news for this day. We may not always get it right, and we may not 

always love those we are called to be in community with, But every day, we are given a chance 

anew to be good neighbors, to share of what we have, and to dream creatively and open-

mindedly about how the world could be. I have seen God at work amongst this congregation and 

this world today, bringing us in towards one another in love even when we have been drawn 

apart, whether through necessary circumstance like the pandemic or because of human 

dissonance. We are called to serve one another and to live into a deeper form of community, one 

which allows us to see one another as children of God. As we go into our days and transition 

back into more normal ways of living, let us continue to ask ourselves—what does it look like to 

live in faithful community? May we be guided by Christ and by the early church in all our 

strivings to be of one heart and soul, together in the body of Christ. Amen.  


