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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
OUR IDENTITY 
We are a Christian community of diverse backgrounds, coming together as a family of God, 
seeking God's will for this church and our community.  United, we share a central belief in the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ.  We ascribe to the Reformed Tradition as expressed by the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.).  We accept the Holy Scriptures, The Book of Confessions and the Book of Order 
of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) as guidelines for our Christian faith. 
 
 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

• Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service. 
 
 
OUR PURPOSE 
 
To joyfully follow Christ and respond to God’s grace as an inclusive, multi-generational faith 
community by: 
 

• Deepening discipleship through relevant worship and life-long learning 
• Creating and nurturing congregational relationships 
• Transforming lives and connecting with others through service 

 
 
OUR GOALS 
 

• Worship God together with reverence, thanksgiving, and praise. 
• Provide pathways for life-long learning. 
• Foster a community of authentic relationships. 
• Reflect the love of Christ in service to others. 
• Ensure resources to support this growing faith community. 
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CHRIS JOINER, PASTOR 
  

 “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God, all things are 
possible” (Mark 10:27). 
 
It is a simple declaration from Jesus, but within it is the essence of faith. To 
trust in God means ultimately to believe that the sovereign God can do what 
we in our own power cannot. This simple affirmation is the core of Reformed 
theology. It is also the affirmation that has sustained our congregation over 
the last two years. 
 

My report will focus on three teams with which I have worked this year. These teams reflect 
three vital processes happening in our congregation simultaneously, which, by God’s grace, are 
leading us into the future God has prepared for us. It is a future animated by the simple promise 
that with God all things are possible. I will include the usual statistical information for my work 
among you as the conclusion of the report. 
 

1. Strategic Planning Team – Along with Anne Keener, I helped facilitate the meetings of 
this group of seven members. They were charged with leading the Session and the 
congregation through a discernment process to help us discover our vision, goals, and 
strategies which would outline the direction of the church for the next five years.  

 
With the help of John Wimberly, a consultant with Congregational Consulting Group 
(formerly the Alban Institute), the team engaged a significant proportion of the 
congregation in focus groups and via in-person and on-line surveys.  
 
The team took the results of these efforts at listening for God through the voices of the 
people and prayerfully discussed and then drafted first a Purpose Statement, followed a 
few months later with goals to accomplish the Purpose, and finally, a list of strategies to 
accomplish each identified goal. At each step, the team presented their work to the 
Session, and only moved to the next step after session approval.  
 
The Strategic Planning Team presented its final report to the Session on March 19, and 
will make the report available to the congregation within the next month.  
 
I do want to highlight one key of the upcoming report here. Elsewhere in the Annual 
Report you can find the Mission, Purpose, and Goals. It became clear based on the 
feedback from the Session, listening to the congregation in focus groups and on surveys, 
and in the team’s own discussions that a major strategy key to accomplishing many of 
our goals was an alignment of the current and future staff with these goals and strategies.  
 
This conversation will include consideration of making the Director of Youth Ministries 
position full time after our current three-year contract with the Center for Youth Ministry 
Training (CYMT) is complete in the summer of 2018. Janelle Brinker currently works 
part-time with the church while pursuing a Master’s Degree in Youth Ministry via 
CYMT and Memphis Theological Seminary. 
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The conversation will also include the exact nature of the position of Associate Pastor. As 
part of today’s meeting, you will be asked by the Nominating Committee to elect an 
Associate Pastor Nominating Committee (APNC). This committee will be charged with 
searching out the person God is calling to serve as one of your pastors. The broad 
outlines of that position were identified in the capital campaign as emphasizing Outreach 
and Mission. As a result of the strategic planning process, we will seek to align the 
position to achieve our stated goals.  
 
The Strategic Planning Team met a total of 17 times, and engaged 130 members of the 
church in focus groups and 156 members in an on-site and on-line survey. They met for 
almost a year. I hope you will join me in thanking them for their careful, discerning, and 
faithful work. Thank you to Ray Bowling, Sarah Fox, Therese Howell, Jessica Lahey, 
Jim Petersen, Jim Roberts, and Rebecca Wilson. 
 
 

2. All Things Possible Steering Team 
 

As part of the capital campaign, the session established a steering team to oversee the 
capital projects to ensure that the timing, cost, and nature of the projects were in keeping 
with the campaign goals. I have facilitated the meetings of this group. 
 
The team oversaw the renovation of the Sanctuary in the summer of 2016. With input 
from experts both within and outside the congregation and with Session approval at each 
step, the Sanctuary received new flooring and paint, new pew coverings, new LED 
lighting, and a new sound system. The Narthex was also renovated in keeping with the 
Sanctuary with new furnishings.  
 
The team oversaw the installation of LED lighting throughout the church facility, inside 
and out. These new lights will save us thousands of dollars in utilities over the next 
several years.  
 
The year 2017 will see additional capital campaign projects, including new paint and 
flooring in other parts of the facility. The Steering Team will continue its oversight and 
communication of these projects as they happen. 
 
Please join me in thanking the members of the Steering Team: Susan Burns, Ronald 
Crutcher, Rich Johnson, Steve Lewis, and Jaclyn Tarkington. Rich Johnson functioned as 
the project manager, graciously giving hours of his time.  
 
The Steering Team met six times in 2016. 
 

3. Stewardship Annual Campaign  
 

I took an active role once again in our annual campaign to fund the ministries and 
missions of the church for the 2017/2018 fiscal year (March 1, 2017-February 28, 2018). 
Working closely with team chair Vance Lahey, we were able to engage the congregation 
in thinking and praying about God’s call for us in this year and sharing the stories of what 
God is doing here in both small and larger groups.  
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The congregation responded to God’s grace, with 176 households pledging. Those 
pledges totaled $887,464, representing an increase among these households of $108,000, 
or 14%.  
 
Last year, we could sustain our budget thanks to a generous one-time donation of 
$75,000. This year, our pledges made up for that gift and added more, putting us in a 
strong position to continue responding to God’s call. I want to especially thank Vance 
Lahey for his leadership of the campaign, and the many others who worked behind the 
scenes.  As we continue this year to address staffing opportunities, the giving of the 
congregation will grow to meet those opportunities, with God’s help. 
 
Stewardship is about so much more than what we donate to the church. It is a way of life 
centered in gratitude to God for the gifts God showers upon us. I have seen so many of 
our members embrace this posture in their giving, in their serving, and in their daily walk 
of faith. Such a posture is transformative, and our church has certainly seen the impact of 
this faithfulness and transformation within these walls, in our immediate community, and 
around the world. It remains deeply true that we do not give to the church; we give as the 
church. Thank you for all the ways you give.  
 

4. Looking Ahead: Opportunities Abound 
 

“With God, all things are possible.” We continue to live out of the great hope that comes 
from knowing God is faithful. God’s faithfulness does not depend on us, but God desires 
connection with us in a way that allows God’s grace to flow through us into the world.  
 
Someone recently said, in response to a question about the impact of her programs: “I 
have never seen a program change someone else’s life. I have only seen persons change 
people’s lives.” This connection with others, rooted in the relationship God has with us, 
has the power to transform the world. There are many opportunities for connection in this 
place, and these connections give us all we need to worship, study, and serve.  
 
The power of connection and the desire for meaningful connection became clear 
throughout the capital campaign and in the strategic planning that followed. I am excited 
to see what our response to God’s grace will yield in the coming year. 
 
With the staff alignment, we are anticipating the addition of new pastoral staff. This 
promises to be an important time for our church. The resources required for these 
additions may expand our ministry budget further this year and next. I know that we will 
be able to meet our goals because I have seen first-hand your faithfulness, and I trust the 
faithfulness of God to provide what we need to accomplish what God calls us to do.  
 

5. Pastoral Work in 2016 
 

The key responsibilities of a pastor from ancient times until now are to proclaim the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, teach in order to build up the body of Christ, and provide care for 
those suffering in body, mind, or spirit. There are of course many other responsibilities of 
a pastor in the modern day, including the ones that make up the earlier part of this report, 
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but these three remain central to the vocation of the pastor. They are central to my self-
understanding and the lights by which I try to fulfill my calling in this place. 
 
I plan the liturgy for the services of worship and prepare sermons, working in 
consultation with the Director of Music to select hymns and other musical offerings. In 
2016 I led over sixty services of worship, preaching twice on each Sunday, and at various 
special services throughout the year. I was honored to preside at the Table of the Lord 
seventeen times. I performed 8 baptisms, 1 wedding, and 6 Services of Witness to the 
Resurrection. 
 
I led several study opportunities in 2016, including Wednesday morning and evening 
study groups, a Growth Group, Stephen Ministry training, elder development, 
Confirmation, and many others. 
 
I was able to provide pastoral care to members in the hospital, skilled nursing facilities, 
and in homes, as well as pastoral counseling for those requesting it.  
 
In these and other acts of proclamation, teaching, and care, as well as the other 
responsibilities of my call, I am deeply grateful for the colleagues who live out their own 
callings in this place. Our staff is an example of what it means to be an authentic 
expression of Christ in the church and the world. Each one of them works here out of a 
deep sense of vocation and call, and that is evident in the impact they have had on 
countless lives.  
 
“With God, all things are possible.” Standing firmly in the strength of this promise, I look 
forward to another year of joyful discipleship alongside you. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Chris 
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ANNE KEENER, PASTORAL ASSISTANT 
 

 
 “Our deepest calling is to grow into our authentic self-hood, whether or not 
it conforms to some image of who we ought to be. As we do so, we will not 
only find the joy that every human being seeks- we will also find our path 
of authentic service in the world.”- Parker Palmer 

 
As I reflected on what to share about the past year, our mission statement, 
“Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.” kept 
running through my mind. I feel I am living out our mission statement 
through my calling as the Pastoral Assistant at First Presbyterian.  With 

moving from part-time to full-time in 2016, I embraced even more opportunities to respond. 
 

I believe all we do is in response to God’s grace, and all we have is a gift from God.  In addition 
to responding to God’s grace by worshiping with our congregation each week, I also had the 
privilege of assisting in worship 17 times, leading worship 6 times, and assisting with 6 Services 
of Witness to the Resurrection during the year. It is humbling to stand at the baptismal font 
sharing words to prepare our hearts to confess, listening to the voices praying in unison, and then 
sharing the grace filled words, “in the name of Christ, we are forgiven.” Praying with the 
congregation for the needs of community, our nation, and our world through the Prayers of the 
People is always a gift but sharing them during the Interfaith Service this past September was 
extremely meaningful. It is deeply moving to serve at the table with Pastor Chris and share the 
Great Thanksgiving as we prepare our hearts and minds to receive Communion. Each service of 
worship is special, but it was especially meaningful to plan and be part of the Service of Light 
during Advent. 

 
As followers of Christ, we are all striving to grow as disciples, and I responded to God’s grace 
through study within and outside our congregation this year.  In addition to my personal time of 
study, my faith has been strengthened through the many opportunities we offer to study together 
as a community of faith at First Presbyterian through Growth Groups, Wednesday morning Bible 
studies, WNL adult studies, and Sunday school to name a few.  I also had the opportunity this 
past year to lead a WNL adult study on hospitality and a Stephen Ministry continuing education 
evening on listening.  My classes in the Certificate in Ministry program have continued through 
Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary.  I have completed Pastoral Care and Leadership, 
Worship and Preaching, Reading the Bible Theologically, and Effective Church Leadership.  
Ministry Foundations in the Bible and Theology, Christian Education and Church History are the 
courses I have left to complete the certificate.  

 
As I shared in a sermon this past year, we are all called to serve in our own unique way.  I view 
everything else I do in my role as service.  My continued support of Pastor Chris in pastoral care 
brings me joy as I visit with people and pray with and for them. With moving to full-time, I took 
the responsibility of staff resource for the Outreach Committee in addition to the Congregational 
Care Committee.  It is a joy to serve with both these committees as they work hand in hand.  
Outreach shares the story of our congregation with the community, welcomes guests through 
personal interaction, offers Inquirer Lunches, and guides guests to membership.  Congregational 
Care helps our new members and existing members become more connected into the life of the 
congregation and has many ministries to care for all our members.  As we learn of needs within 
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our congregation, I work with these ministries to communicate the various opportunities to 
provide care and be the hands and feet of Christ to our faith community.  
 
In April, I enjoyed serving in Virginia with others from our congregation through our mission 
trip with Appalachia Service Project.  My roofing skills greatly improved during the week, and 
we learned to trust God and one another as we found creative ways to keep from sliding off the 
roof.  It was a gift to watch the grandchildren of the homeowner smile and play, and I will 
always remember gathering in a circle that last day hand in hand to pray for Sally and her family. 
My class assignment that week was to reflect on Philippians 2:1-11 which is titled “Imitating 
Christ’s Humility.” As I served side by side and spent time in relationship with other faithful 
disciples, the text came alive for me. 
 
It has also been a joy to support our Strategic Planning Team this year as they worked with the 
congregation to create our Purpose Statement, goals and strategies.  I look forward to the final 
stages of presenting the full report to the congregation and seeing the strategies come to life.   
 
Using Parker Palmer’s words, I experience joy and have found my path of authentic service to 
the world through my calling at First Presbyterian. Thank you for the opportunity to serve in this 
place. 
 
Peace, 
Anne Keener 
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MICHAEL SNODDY, DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
 

Greetings to All! 
 
Week after week I continue to receive words of gratitude from you, 
words expressing how much our music-making means to you.  I cannot 
thank you enough for these moments of affirmation as we strive to 
continue to “tell the story” and to live out the words of the 
congregation’s mission statement:  Responding to God’s grace through 
worship, study, and service. 
 

Throughout scripture we find Jesus’ simple words of exhortation, “Follow me and I will make 
you fish for people.”  These words continue to serve as our benchmark as we strive to both hear 
and to follow. 
 

Reflecting and Looking Forward  
 
Weekly - Here is a sampling of our continued musical life together: 

Chancel/Chapel Choir – First Presbyterian’s primary Sunday services of worship are 
under the musical leadership of this adult ensemble, while additional opportunities exist 
for the group during the Advent/Christmas and Lent/Easter Seasons.  Most recently, we 
are pleased to have welcomed several congregation members, as well as eight Vocal 
Scholarship Students as participants in the ensemble.   

 
Children’s Sunday School Music Gathering – Each Sunday morning the elementary-
age children gather in Room 215 for a brief time of singing and to hear a brief 
introduction to the morning’s Bible lesson.  Recently, several of our Vocal Scholarship 
Students have joined us in leading this music time for our young disciples.  

  
 Franklin Suzuki – Though not an official part of the Music & Arts Ministry of First 
 Presbyterian Church, this group shapes young musicians within our walls each week.  
 

Handbell Choirs – The Carillon Ringers (adults), much like the previously mentioned 
vocal ensemble, provide musical leadership during the regularly scheduled weekly 
services of worship and the special liturgical seasons of the year.  This year we are 
pleased to welcome several of our Vocal Scholarship Students to the group. 

 
 Instrumentalists/Soloists – This congregation is blessed with many and varied talents in 
 these areas, all of which have been and will continue to be encouraged to “join their 
 musical tithe” to those already in place.  What a compelling witness and blessing to 
 have the faithful sharing of gifts among us.  
 
 Montreat Music & Worship Conference – Though not a part of our weekly schedule, 

this yearly conference serves to inspire those who carry out the week in, week out 
ministry in the local congregation.  The 2017 conference – Then Sings My Soul will again 
be attended by the Director of Music and congregation members alike.  
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 Preschool Music – Weekly music classes, led by congregant Vicky Stiles, are an 
 important part of our preschool week. As last year, additional music staff will be 
 involved in an organ event in which each child will not only learn a bit about the pipe 
 organ,  but will actually be able to play it.  Additional events of music staff participation 
 include a book reading opportunity; Christmas Carol sing; and the Preschool Dance 
 Party.  
 
 Vacation Bible School – The music staff and volunteer friends play an important part in 
 the yearly, summer Vacation Bible School program.   
 
Special Presentations - This spring the choir continued to “tell the story” with a presentation of 
John Rutter’s Requiem.   This work took place in collaboration with the choirs of both Historic 
Franklin Presbyterian and St. Andrew Lutheran Churches.  It was presented on the Fourth 
Sunday in Lent, March 26, at St. Andrew Lutheran Church in Franklin.   
 
Outreach – The Wider Community/The World – Just as the church was once the center of 
commerce and culture for a community, it should continue to offer the best of the arts not only in 
worship, but in a multitude of other offerings.  These gifts offer us a chance to share our witness 
to the wider community, and with those who may never hear the “good news” in any other 
fashion.  What an opportunity of witness this congregation can be to the wider community and 
the world. 
 
The “Big” Picture – The Music Ministry at First Presbyterian Church continues with a single 
mission: Honor God and Uplift People.  The music staff and music volunteers are working 
together to build a program of artistic, musical, and worship excellence that honors God, uplifts 
people, and changes the world for the sake of the Gospel.  You are invited to join us as we 
continue to journey together.   
 
Soli + Deo + Gloria (Glory to God Alone). 
 
Michael P. Snoddy 
Director of Music & Organist 
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KIM JOINER, DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

 A Poem by Mary Oliver 
Praying 

It doesn’t have to be the blue iris, it could be weeds in a vacant lot, or a few small stones; 
just pay attention, then patch a few words together and don’t try to make them elaborate, this 
isn’t a contest but the doorway into thanks, and a silence in which another voice may speak. 

 
I start with this poem which I discovered on my 2016 Sabbatical. My words 
for this report may not be elaborate but my 2016 year as DCE began with a 
life-changing sabbatical where I craved and fought the silence it offered. I 
ended the January – March sabbatical knowing that God had guided me to 
write a Rule of Life that would direct practices and priorities for the rest of 
my year. I am truly grateful for the three-month sabbatical that this 
congregation gifted to me and the many volunteers that stepped up to 
coordinate our educational ministries while I was away.  
 

As the sabbatical began I started using the Sacred Ordinary Days Liturgical Day Planner. I 
designed my Rule of Life to follow the six areas that the day planner uses weekly and seasonally 
to help me envision and reflect on my life. I believe I am called to be the DCE here at FPC and 
my calling and ministry affects every area of my life.  My Rule of Life is a private endeavor that 
I strive to live out daily, some days are better than others. I would like to highlight the areas in a 
broad fashion so you get a sense of what a strong impact the sabbatical and Rule of Life has 
made on me personally which affects my ministry.  
 
Spirit: I desire to be grounded in gratitude and am trying to find the sacred in the ordinary. One 
practical aspect is that I am keeping a gratitude journal.  
 
Body: I am more productive and a healthier employee if I take care of my physical body. I strive 
to exercise often and eat a plant-based/heart-healthy diet.  
 
Mind: I am striving for stress relief through yoga and meditation. My early morning devotion 
and prayer time is sacred and life giving. I am trying to read a wide array of devotional, Christian 
formation and theological materials.   
 
Relationships: Building stronger relationships is an important aspect of my work and personal 
life. I am taking seriously the need to pray for all CE volunteers, keeping sacred the spiritual and 
relational habits with my spouse and family and renew efforts for relationships with colleagues. 
One fruition of the sabbatical is that I began an Educator Small Group and we are meeting 
monthly for a book study and prayer time. I also was blessed immensely by participating in a 
Growth Group in the spring of 2016 and then in the fall Chris and I led a group in our home. 
These are life-giving groups to me.  
 
Home: I am trying to guard my day off (usually Fridays) and refrain from emails and work 
related tasks so I can experience a Sabbath day at least once a week.  
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Work: The Liturgical Day Planner is helping me plan the daily work projects. I try to begin each 
work day with the daily lectionary texts and praying our congregational prayer list with CE 
volunteers as well. My work rhythm usually follows this pattern:  
Monday mornings – work from home, Monday afternoons in office  
Tuesdays – in office with staff meeting at 1:30, often have night meetings 
Wednesdays – attend Wednesday morning Bible Study and in office for afternoon through WNL. 
A supervisory meeting with Janelle, Director of Youth Ministries on Wednesday afternoons.  
Thursday – in office and appointments with various members 
Fridays – Off day  
Saturdays – Off but often special events related to CE ministry or life of the church  
Sundays – Rotation of leadership for Children’s Worship and co-leading Parenting Sunday 
school class, attending worship and Sunday Night Summit   
 
My in-office days are filled with maintaining, supporting and visioning for the following 
ministries:  

• Nursery (coordinated by Kelly Oldham and Kate Lasseter) 
• 2-year-old through 5th grade Sunday school September – May (includes Sacraments class 

for 2nd gr) 
• Confirmation for 6th graders September – May 
• Supervision of Janelle as she directly supervises: 7th through 12th grade Sunday school 

September – May  
• Adult Sunday school September – May  
• Summer Sunday school for all ages  
• Vacation Bible School  
• Children’s Library and Adult Library  
• Children’s Worship  
• Path 34 and Trek 56 at Sunday Night Summit (Quest program for 3rd – 6th graders) 
• Supervision of Janelle as she directly supervises: Youth at SNS  
• WNL kids, youth and adult programming  
• Congregational NaCoMe retreat, Easter Egg Hunt, Fall Trunk or Treat 
• Trek 56 overnight retreat at NaCoMe 
• Sexuality Course I for 5th or 6th graders, Course II for 7th or 8th and Course III for high 

school  
• Senior Adult Ministry (SAM)  
• Supervision of Janelle as she directly supervises: Youth programming for mission, 

fellowship and educational opportunities 
 
I served as staff resource to the Christian Education Committee, Children’s Ministry Team, 
Youth Ministry Team and Adult Ministry Team.  I attended weekly staff meetings and served as 
one of the preschool chapel leaders.  I shared leadership as Children’s Worship leader, WNL 
kids leader and co-lead the adult Real Kids Real Faith parenting Sunday school class. I deliver 
cradle crosses and roses when new babies are born into a church member’s family.   
I hope and pray 2017 brings more time for visioning and thinking “out of the box” to creatively 
address the strategies for reaching our goals that have been prepared during the last few months 
of 2016 and into 2017 by the Strategic Planning Team. Thank you to the Administration 
Committee and Session for their acknowledgement of the staff’s hard work and giving a simple 
yet powerful reminder to each of us, the “Kim” picture I received is a reminder of the support 
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and sits on my desk. It is a joy and pleasure to serve as the Director of Christian Education 
alongside Chris and the tremendous staff and volunteers that we have. 
 

 
  
 
Blessings and Shalom, 
Kim 
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JANELLE BRINKER, DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRIES 
 

Janelle began as DYM in August 2015. She is a student with the Center 
for Youth Ministries and continues to work on her Masters of Art in 
Youth Ministry. She is a 25 hour a week staff member of FPC along with 
excelling in all her coursework for MAYM.  
 
It is a joy and pleasure to supervise Janelle, who is a sincere, humble 
servant of Jesus Christ. At the time of this report Janelle is on sick leave 
while her husband, Jared, recovers from heart surgery. They both 
continue to be in our prayers and we are thankful he is on the road to a 
full recovery.  
 

Janelle and I meet weekly and begin our time together with a devotion and prayer time. She has a 
depth of theological grounding that is being revealed in her work with the youth. Janelle works 
very well with the Youth Ministry Team and with their support this past year she designed and 
implemented the Student Leadership Team. She developed a two day training and meets monthly 
with the team. They are exceeding the initial goals:  
 

● Equipping students to create a friendly and welcoming environment at all student 
ministry events & activities and 

● Equipping students for leadership roles within the student ministry (i.e. leading a small 
group or Bible study, planning activities like promotion plunge/Christmas parties) and 
within the church (i.e. participating in and recruiting youth for helping with spirituality 
center, RITI, etc). 

 
The Student Leadership Team has given the teens ownership of the ministry and 
programs/events offered.  
 
Over the fall semester of Sunday Night Summit Janelle wrote the curriculum for the middle and 
high school groups to deepen their understanding of hospitality and inclusion of others as 
modeled by Jesus. She titled the series:  "Jesus at the Table: Radical Inclusion in the Gospel of 
Luke". Along with the Bible story discussions she created engaging and welcoming activities, 
games and an easy to lead curriculum for the Adult Participants leading SNS.  
 
Janelle models hospitality, respect and inclusion in her work with all the teens and parents. She 
makes a practice of attending events the teens are involved in such as band concerts, athletic 
games, plays and cheer competitions. Two different teens have asked Janelle to lead devotions at 
Franklin High School and Grassland Middle for the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. On Sunday 
morning’s she rotates through all the Sunday school classes and leads the opening 
announcements at the Youth Hospitality Bar. On Wednesday’s she has lead the youth in offering 
genuine hospitality to our Room In The Inn guests by inviting them into their devotion time. 
Janelle has made herself available to teens and parents and gives support to the teens when they 
are experiencing rough times.  
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Janelle is well organized and coordinates the youth ministries with energy, integrity, and a 
genuine love for the teens and has a passion that they are the church of today and can be the 
hands and feet of Christ wherever they are. Janelle sends a weekly youth news blast to all parents 
and teens along with texts about upcoming events. She also offers training for the adult 
participants leading the ministries.  She supervised NaCoMe retreats, middle and high school 
mission trips, and the Presbyterian Youth Triennium.  Janelle can be seen supporting our church 
and others at 2NDSAT events, adult mission trips, Vacation Bible School and many other church 
related ministries.  
 
Janelle is a beacon of light to all she encounters. I am thankful she is coordinating, befriending 
and supporting our youth, parents and all the adult participants that work with the youth ministry.  
I am excited about her upcoming third year as our DYM.  
 
Blessings and shalom,  
Kim Joiner  
Director of Christian Education  
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CHERI LINDSLEY, PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR 
 

 2016 was an exciting year for the Preschool.   The spring semester was a 
continuation of a strong, joy-filled school year.  We had our second 
annual I love Books! Event, Welcome Fairies to the Garden Days, and 
Dance Parties to celebrate Week of the Young Child.  These annual 
traditions are becoming part of the culture of our program.  At the Year-
End Celebration, we honored Connie Reynolds upon her retirement for 
over 30 years of teaching at the preschool. 
 
Summer Camp experiences centered on Farm Fresh.  Baby animals came 
to visit and children got to churn butter, core and peel apples for cooking, 

and mill grain among other activities.  We also continued Wacky Water Wednesdays which are a 
favorite with the children where water activities are set up all around the playscape.   
 
We entered the 2016-2017 school year at full enrollment and with a waitlist.  It’s been 
approximately eight years since the last time that happened.  Our pre-service included a day 
spent at Gay and John Sakich’s mountain home which everyone enjoyed greatly.   
 
The fall semester saw us continue our tradition of showing well with the state for re-licensure 
and assessment.  We hosted a Back to School Book Fair and celebrated Advent with a Family 
Christmas Carol Sing Along.   Children enjoyed field trips, time outside on the beautiful church 
grounds, and lots of discovery-filled learning. 
 
The preschool serves children 2 to 5 years in a part-day, school year program where all children 
are seen as competent, capable learners.  Kids Club provides aftercare until 2:55 p.m. for 
families needing an extension to the preschool day.  Weekly Chapel services and Music classes 
expand opportunities for the children to learn and grow.  Our Movement Studio and Art Studio 
provide additional spaces for children to concentrate on particular activities.  And the Butterfly 
Garden, Container Garden, Fairy Garden and Bird Blind in addition to the natural playscape 
afford children varied experiences with nature that support the philosophy of the preschool.   
 
As a learning community, we continue our growth and exploration of Reggio-inspired practices.  
Key principles include respect for young children as engaged constructors of knowledge and 
teachers as facilitators of learning and co-creators of meaning with the children in their care.   
 
I am thankful for the preschool and the privilege to lead it as we continue to strive for the best 
early childhood experiences possible for the children and their families.   
 
Cheri  
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THE SESSION 
2016 

 
 CLASS OF 2016 CLASS OF 2017 CLASS OF 2018 
 Ron Crutcher David Bell Namaste Anderson 
 Roger Fender Mark Blackburn Hunter Battle 
 Janet Frame Sally Bullock David Boyette 
 Linnie Frazier Susan Burns Joy Crunk 
 Michael Gentile Becky Hunt Eva Dover 
 Jennifer Godwin Steve Lewis Tony Inglis 
 Jane Herron Jim Mahurin Bruce Jones 
 Rich Johnson Mike Moyers Terry Love 
 Myers Parsons Herb Nappier Jessica Queen 
 Paula Snyder Elizabeth Stivers Jaclyn Tarkington 
 
 The session consists of the pastor, teaching elder and ruling elders in active service.  The 
session usually meets on the third Sunday of each month for its stated monthly meetings.  In 
addition, the session occasionally gathers in called meetings each Sunday morning at 10:40 a.m. 
in the parlor for the purpose of receiving and dismissing members, sharing information about the 
state of the church, and conducting business that cannot wait until its next stated meeting.  The 
session is responsible for the mission and government of the church, and has the responsibility and 
power to: 
 

• provide opportunities for evangelism to be learned and practiced in and by the church, 
that members may be better equipped to articulate their faith, to witness in word and deed 
to the saving grace of Jesus Christ, and to invite persons into a new life in Christ; 

• receive members into the church upon profession of faith, upon reaffirmation of faith in 
Jesus Christ, or upon satisfactory certification of transfer of church membership, 
provided that membership shall not be denied any person because of race, economic or 
social circumstances, or any other reason not related to profession of faith; 

• lead the congregation in participation in the mission of the whole Church in the world; 
• provide for the worship of the people of God, including the preaching of the Word, the 

sharing of the Sacraments, and for the music program, in keeping with the principles in 
the Directory for Worship, and to appeal to the presbytery for a duly trained and 
authorized elder in those extenuating circumstances where an ordained minister of the 
Word and Sacrament is not available to meet the needs for the administration of the 
Lord’s Supper; 

• provide for the growth of its members and for their equipment for ministry through 
personal and pastoral care, educational programs including Sunday School, sharing in 
fellowship and mutual support, and opportunities for witness and service in the world; 

• develop and supervise the Sunday School and educational program of the church; 
• lead the congregation in ministries of personal and social healing and reconciliation in 

the communities in which the church lives and bears its witness; 
• challenge the people of God with the privilege of responsible Christian stewardship of 

money and time and talents, developing effective ways for encouraging and gathering 
the offerings of the people and assuring that all offerings are distributed to the objects 
toward which they were contributed; 
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• establish the annual budget, determine the distribution of the church’s benevolences, and 
order offerings for Christian purposes, providing full information to the congregation of 
its decisions in such matters; 

• lead the congregation continually to discover what God is doing in the world and to plan 
for change, renewal, and reformation under the Word of God; 

• engage in a process for education and mutual growth of the members of the Session; 
• instruct, examine, ordain, install and welcome into common ministry elders on their 

election by the congregation and to inquire into their faithfulness in fulfilling their 
responsibilities; 

• provide for the administration of the program of the church, including employment of 
non-ordained staff, with concern for equal employment opportunity, fair employment 
practices, personnel policies, and the annual review of the adequacy of compensation for 
all staff, including all employees; 

• provide for the management of the property of the church, including determination of the 
appropriate use of church buildings and facilities, and to obtain property and liability 
insurance coverage to protect the facilities, programs, and officers, including members 
of the session, staff; 

• maintain regular and continuing relationship to the higher governing bodies of the 
church; 

• establish and maintain those ecumenical relationships necessary for the life and mission 
of the church in its locality; 

• serve in judicial matters in accordance with the Rules of Discipline; and 
• keep an accurate roll of the membership of the church and to grant certificates of transfer 

to other churches, which when issued for parents shall include the names of their children 
specifying whether they have been baptized, and which when issued for an elder shall 
include the record of ordination. 
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ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  Hunter Battle, Sara Hinds, Jerry Houston, Steve Hunt, Terry Love, 

Rick Moody, Jim Roberts and Paula Snyder.  Chairperson:  Myers Parsons.  Staff 
Resource: Chris Joiner 

 
 

The Administration Committee is responsible for short-
range and long-range planning, administrative costs, and 
personnel matters.  It evaluates the performance of church 
staff members, makes recommendations concerning 
salary adjustments and serves as a forum to listen to 
grievances by members of the staff or the congregation. 

 
During 2016, the committee’s work included: 
 

• developing an annual budget for all clergy, program and administrative personnel 
inclusive of salary, benefits and administrative costs necessary to run the operation of a 
million dollar organization.  That amount was $583,510 based on revenue projections.  

• regular analysis of our expenditures in our committee meetings. 
• conducting performance reviews in late October with 7 of our professional and 

administrative staff.  
• continuing to be a sounding board for administrative needs raised by Chris Joiner. 
• continual review of both short-term and long-term staff needs in light of available 

funding. 
 
As a committee, we wish to express sincere gratitude for our talented, dedicated staff and 
minister. We encourage the members of First Presbyterian to make a special effort to 
communicate often with individual members of the staff, and let them know how much they are 
valued and appreciated. 
 
We ask for your continued prayer and support during the coming year, and, as always, welcome 
your input. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  Susan Burns, Steve Lewis, Kelly Oldham and Jessica Queen.  

Chairperson:  Jane Herron.  Staff resource:  Kim Joiner, Director of Christian 
Education  

  
 

 CE COMMITTEE MISSION 
Our Church’s mission is “…To witness actively to God’s saving love 
revealed in Jesus Christ...”  One of the focus areas related to this 
mission is “…An active and growing program of education, service, 
and fellowship for our children and youth, as well as adults and senior 
adults...” 
 

 Ministry Teams 
The work of the Christian Education Committee is supported by the work of ministry 
teams: Children’s, Youth, and Adult Ministry Teams. 

• CHILDREN’S MINISTRY TEAM:  Kelly Oldham, Chair.  Members: Valerie 
Blackburn, Rhonda Moyers, Sarah Jones, Casey Pianta. Staff Resource:  Kim Joiner 

• YOUTH MINISTRY TEAM:  Jessica Lahey, Chair.  Members: Susan Burns, Christine 
Grisham, Jessica Queen, Ken Zander.  Staff resource: Janelle Brinker, Director of Youth 
Ministries  

• ADULT MINISTRY TEAM:  Steve Lewis, Chair. Members: Bill Carver, Jeannette 
Crosswhite, Adam Crunk, Jane Herron, Laura Lewis. Staff Resource:  Kim Joiner. 

 
Events 2016 

A Chronological Walk through the Year 
 
JANUARY - Epiphany 

Sabbatical - Kim Joiner was on Sabbatical January – March.  
Confirmation Retreat - A Friday evening and Saturday retreat at the church. The Covenant 

Partners attended with their students. 
SAM Lunch and Learn – Jan. 9, Sean Muldoon of Operation Stand Down which assists 

Veterans.  
Wednesday Night Live Bible Study – Jan. 6, Guest Speaker Chris Whitney of Nashville 

Family Church. Jan. 13 – Feb. 3 Bill Carver led a study on Thomas Merton.  
Wednesday Morning Bible Study – Pastor Chris led a study Jan. 27 – April 13  

“Unapologetic: Why, Despite Everything Christianity Can Still Make Surprising 
Emotional Sense,” by Francis Spufford. 

 
FEBRUARY - Ash Wednesday and Lent 

Spirituality Center—Room 211 was transformed into prayer stations, which included a 
floor labyrinth for all ages to practice different forms of prayer and meditation during Lent.  

Lenten Worship—WNL worship and communion.  
Winter NaCoMe Youth Retreat—We attended presbytery retreat with youth of Middle 

Tennessee Presbytery.  
Mission Opportunities—Youth and Trek 56 hosted Room In The Inn; Souper Bowl of 

Caring offering was taken. 
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Sexuality Course I & II – Feb 19-20. Course I was led by Leanne Hoeffler and Sarah Brown. 
Course II was led by Elizabeth Stivers and Rebecca Wilson.  

  
MARCH -  Easter 

Maundy Thursday Intergenerational Meal—We hosted a “seder” type of meal with 
worship held in Wilson Hall.  

Children’s Easter Egg Hunt—On the Saturday before Easter, an egg hunt and games were 
provided for the young children.  

Youth Sunday—The youth wrote and prepared the liturgy and prayers for the worship 
services and Molly Hoeffler and Hannah Wilson presented the sermons.  

Silent Auction and Church Dinner—Every year this is the largest fundraiser for youth 
missions.   

Special Events—SNS parenting session on Internet Safety presented by Williamson 
County’s Sheriff Brant Pewitt. 

 
APRIL - Eastertide  

Confirmation Sunday—April 24 The confirmation students work hard to plan and prepare 
this worship service. They write the liturgy and serve as liturgists and ushers. We 
confirmed 17 students.  

Senior Recognition Sunday— April 3 The church presented 10 Bibles to the graduating 
high school seniors.  We also honored the seniors with a special luncheon. 

Wednesday Night Live Adult Study -  Three Wednesdays the Bethel Series teachers gave 
overview lessons to entice people for the upcoming 2 year series.  

Play Day at NaCoMe – April 30 An intergenerational play day filled with recreational 
activities by the NaCoMe staff.  

 
MAY - Pentecost 

Special Events—Youth Car Wash and Mother’s Day Rose Sale  
Wednesday Night Live Bible Study – Pastor Chris led a three-week series on Richard 

Foster’s Life with God.  
Summer Youth Suppers—The youth kept up their schedule of eating together on 

Wednesdays through the summer until the return of WNL.  
Promotion Sunday—On May 15 we promoted all the school-age children, preteens and 

youth to the next grade.  The new 3rd graders were invited to join Path 34 that night at SNS.   
Promotion Plunge—Held on Promotion Sunday, the new 7th graders were invited to their 

first youth event. 
Summer Sunday School – Began on May 22 and ran through Sept. 4 with a children’s class 

and two youth classes. Many adult teachers joined together to offer one class using 
“Feasting on the Word” curriculum. The Christian Faith and Life and The Bible Class 
continued to meet all summer. 

 
JUNE – Ordinary Time 

Camps—Our congregation recognizes the value of denominational camps and conferences 
such as NaCoMe (Montreat, and every third year in July the PCUSA Triennium) as they 
provide our children and youth with an opportunity to study God’s word, worship and 
fellowship with members of other congregations in safe, Christian environments outside 
our own church building.  These experiences allow our youth a vision of the church as a 
larger entity and an opportunity to mature spiritually.  We offer half scholarships to all 
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church members and full scholarships when needed.  During the month of June many of 
our children, preteens and youth attend NaCoMe summer camp. 

Vacation Bible School—The week of June 20-23, our church held Vacation Bible School 
from 9 am to 12 noon.  We hosted over 130 children and utilized over 60 volunteers.  The 
children were treated to Surf Shack.  On Thursday we invited all parents for lunch and a 
closing program.   

High School Mission Trip—The 2016 High School trip was to New Orleans with Project 
Homecoming. Twenty-three youth and seven adults participated in home repair.  

Adult Summer Study—Between the Dark and the Daylight by Joan Chittister, a three part 
study led by Pastor Chris. 

 
JULY - Ordinary Time 

Middle School Mission Trip—The 2016 Middle School trip was to Heifer International in 
Perryville, AR. Thirteen students and three adults learned about global poverty.  

Triennium—July 19-23 ten youth and three adult participants traveled to Purdue 
University for the international Presbyterian Youth Triennium. 

   
AUGUST – Ordinary Time 

Youth Book Clubs – Janelle led three book groups during July and August.  
Youth Leadership Retreat – Janelle offered a new initiative of a Student Leadership Team 

and they gathered for a training weekend. The SLT continues to meet monthly and 
offering hospitality to youth and organize youth events.  

Training—We offered a CE Leader training event on Saturday, Aug. 27 for children and 
youth leaders.  

Commissioning in Worship – Kim led a CE Leader commissioning in both services on Aug 
28.  

Youth Kickoff – An afternoon event at Deer Run for team building activities on August 28. 
Mission Presentation – The youth presented during Sunday school an overview of their 

mission trips and Triennium.   
 

 SEPTEMBER - Ordinary Time 
Rally Day Kick Off to Sunday school Classes – Sept 11 
· Children and preteens, we offered grade level classes for two year olds through 5th grades, 

September—May. 
• We are using “Feasting on the Word” curriculum, published by WJK and 

Congregational Ministries of PCUSA, for 1st through 5th grades. We continued to use 
the Spark curriculum, published by Augsburg Fortress, for 2 year olds through 
Kindergarten. These curriculums are lectionary based which allows the children to hear 
the same scripture in Sunday school that will be discussed in the worship service that 
day. This year we offered the following classes: 2 & 3 year olds, PreK and K, 1st & 2nd, 
3rd & 4th, and 5th.  

• 3rd Graders were presented with Bibles, New Revised Standard Children’s Deep Blue 
Kids Bibles  

• 6th graders and older students attend Confirmation Sunday school class, September 
- May. This group meets weekly at Sunday school and has a mid-year retreat.  Each 
confirmand is assigned a Covenant Partner, an adult member of the congregation who 
meets with the student outside of Sunday school class time.   
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• Youth offered grade specific classes and are using “Feasting on the Word” curriculum 
for their classes.  Like the Spark curriculum, this curriculum is lectionary based and 
provides continuity in the worship experience for the youth. This fall we offered the 
following classes: 7th, 8th, 9th & 10th, and 11th & 12th.  

• Adult – We offered 9 adult Sunday school classes, offering a diversity of subjects 
including traditional Bible studies of the Old and New Testaments, a study of early 
Christian history, contemporary lessons on raising children and faith/culture/politics, 
and “Bethel Bible Series” which is a two-year survey course.  We continued to offer 
one adult class using the “Feasting on the Word” curriculum. 

Wednesday Night Live—WNL resumed in September. 
• Adult WNL---During the fall we offered FPC in the Round. Different leaders offered 

topics for open discussion.  
• Youth WNL – The Student Leadership Team meets the first WNL of the month. Each 

week a game/chat room is open in room 120 and a homework room in room 117.   
• Children’s WNL programs—Art Studio with guest artists/innovators/creators for 

Pre-K – 6th grade. 
 
Adult Bible studies—Pastor Chris hosts a Wednesday morning Bible Study throughout the 

school year. The participants share in fellowship and study and celebrate the end of 
semesters with a feast.  This fall he used: Rising Strong by Brené Brown and paired each 
chapter with a relevant scripture.  

Sunday Night at the Summit—During the school year, 3rd – 12th graders of FPC gather on 
Sunday nights for food, fellowship and education.  Path 34 is for 3rd and 4th grades, Trek 
56 is for 5th and 6th grades, Middle School is for 7th and 8th grades, High School is for 9th – 
12th grades. Path and Trek both have two leaders per grade who guide the students through 
The Lions Quest character building curriculum.  Path 34 and Trek 56 meet twice a month. 
The 7th through 12th graders meet weekly as Middle School and High School groups.  This 
fall Janelle wrote the curriculum: Jesus at the Table: Radical Inclusion in the Gospel of 
Luke.  

Parent vs. Kids—The first Sunday Night Summit of the year is the spaghetti supper and a 
fun night of opening games.  This is an opportunity for the parents to come as well to 
Sunday night and have an informational meeting.  The parents are given information about 
the year to come, including a calendar for the year and a chance to sign up for a number of 
the volunteer opportunities we have.   

Children's Worship—We offer a worship program for four year olds through Kindergarten 
where these children leave the service after the Time with the Young Church. This is a 
structured learning environment using the Young Children and Worship method in which 
the children are guided through a worship service. We have designed a 9-month curriculum 
that follows the liturgical church year and cycles through the major Biblical stories.  During 
the summer months we utilize the children’s library books as the Bible study. 

Children’s Library—A collection of over 850 books and DVD’s that are available for check 
out from Room 210. Our collection consists of mostly faith-based books that children will 
not find in their county and school libraries.  

Adult Library—The adult library is housed in room 201 by the sanctuary.  The Stephen 
Ministry Library, housed in the adult library, continues to grow with an inspiring collection 
of new books. 

Senior Adult Ministry—Our SAM group continues to gather each Thursday morning for 
Bridge card games.  
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Nursery—Our infants through 3 year olds are well loved and cared for by a staff of 
caregivers on Sundays, special services, Bible studies and WNL.  We use volunteers to 
assist the staff in the nursery for worship services.  

 
 
OCTOBER - Ordinary Time and World Communion Sunday 

Sacraments class for 2nd graders—This year we met on the Saturday before World 
Communion Sunday to prepare the communion elements with Mr. Duke Ellis.  

Fall Festival and Trunk or Treat—This was held on Sunday afternoon, Oct. 30, in the 
preschool parking area.  

Trek 56—On October 28-29, the 5th and 6th graders took their annual overnight trip to 
NaCoMe.  

Youth Fall NaCoMe Presbytery Retreat—October 21-23 the middle and high school 
youth attended the retreat with others from Middle Tennessee Presbytery.    

SAM Lunch and Learn---On October 15, Joann Scaff from Nashville Public Television 
producer presented the program on the NPT Report Living with Alzheimer’s and 
Dementia.  
 

NOVEMBER - Christ the King 
Youth led Room In The Inn—This year, as in the past, the youth have sponsored a Room    

In The Inn night for each grade to take the lead.  These are spread out throughout the 
winter months. 

Confirmation—Each year the group attends Shabbat service at Congregation Micah and 
sponsors a night at GraceWorks “The Manger.” Pastor Chris leads two parent Sunday 
school classes designed just for the confirmation parents.  

   
DECEMBER - Advent 

Countdown to Christmas---During the Sunday school hour on the first Sunday in Advent, 
Nov. 27, stations were offered in Wilson Hall to help the participants prepare and enhance 
the countdown to Christmas. This year we teamed with the Mission committee to 
encourage families to purchase food for GraceWorks Fuel Bags for the January 2ND 
SAT. 

Youth Live Nativity -  On Dec 11 the Student Leadership Team plus many other youth 
presented the Christmas story in a two part play in Wilson Hall and in the Sanctuary.  

 

 C. E. VOLUNTEERS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
  
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS:  Ray and Susan Bowling, Bill Carver, Will Crunk, 
Eva and Troy Dover, Hugh DuPree, Duke Ellis, Doug Halleen, Chris Joiner, Kim Joiner, Tim 
Kelly, Missy Kitchings, Vance Lahey, Steve Lewis, Margaret Whiteside, J. Edward Campbell, 
Connie Bond, Jim Skillen, Adam Crunk, Clarke Oldham. 
  
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS. 

• 2 and 3 year olds, Room 114:  Maria Mielnik, Shawn Raines, Jaclyn Tarkington, and Ann 
Zander  

• Pre-Kindergarten/5 year olds & Kindergarten, Room 113:  Sarah Jones, Casey Pianta and 
Gretchen Dorman 
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• First/Second Grade, Room 104:  Melissa Downing, Angela Dyer, and Kelly Tschantz 
• Third/Fourth grade, Room 114:  Mark Blackburn, Lashlee Garafola, Chris Pianta 
• Fifth grade, Room 210:  Sue Bennorth, Valerie Blackburn, and Susan Oldham  
• Confirmation, Room 209:  Susan Burns, Mike Moyers  

 
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP (Ages 4, 5 & K):  Rhonda Moyers, Coordinator  

• 8:30 a.m. Leaders:  Lindsey Ball, Sarah Jones, Melina Powell, Jana Roberts, Karen Sartin  
• 11:00 a.m. Leaders:  Christine Grisham, Casey Pianta, Jaclyn Tarkington 
• Rhonda Moyers and Kim Joiner rotate services as leaders 

 
NURSERY:  Coordinators: Kate Lasseter, Kelly Oldham.   

Staff:  Linda Cairatti, Lisa Bell, Lety Arias, Scott Dufrechou 
 
SUNDAY NIGHT AT THE SUMMIT: 

• Path 34:  3rd/4th Grade:  Valerie Blackburn, Kelly Oldham 
• Trek 56:  5th/6th  Grade:  Tiffany Bechtel, Julie Jones  
• Meal Coordinator Leanne Hoeffler and Michele Boyette 

WNL KIDS: Kim Joiner, Kate Lasseter, Katie Oldham & Kelly Oldham 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: Director Sarah Jones, Assistant Director, Tony Inglis   
SEXUALITY RETREATS.  Leanne Hoeffler, Coordinator 
 Assistants:  Sarah Brown, Elizabeth Stivers, Rebecca Wilson    
 
YOUTH ADULT PARTICIPANTS 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

• 7th grade:  Jessica Lahey, Ken Zander 
• 8th grade:  Dan Crunk, Katherine Davis, Chris Jones   
• 9th--10th grades:  Joy Crunk, Shelly Hughes, Mark Raines  
• 11th -12th grades:  Ryan Fox, Jim Keener, Margaret Whiteside  

SUNDAY NIGHT SUMMIT 
• High School: Will Crunk, Vance Lahey, Clarke Oldham, Alison Balthrop, Jenna Crunk, 

Gretchen Napier  
• Middle School:  Janelle Brinker, Jared Brinker, Jessica Queen, Paul Wilson 
• Meal Coordinator:  Leanne Hoeffler and Michele Boyette  
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE COMMITTEE 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:    Lissa Bradford, Eva Dover, Scott Dufrechou, Tony Inglis, Stephanie 
Lampley, Sue Mahurin and Barbara Winger.  Chairperson:  Elizabeth Stivers.  Staff 
Resource: Anne Keener. 

 
 
Galatians 6:10 
So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, 
and especially to those who are of the household of faith. 
 
 

The Congregational Care Committee seeks to fulfill our church mission of responding to God’s 
grace through worship, study, and service.  We have a wide variety of ministries within our 
committee.  While most of the ministries respond to God’s grace through service, others also 
include worship and study in their response.  
 
Growth Group Ministry- Early in 2016 our committee created a Growth Group Ministry Team. 
This team successfully created our Growth Group model where groups met weekly during Lent 
and Easter.  In the fall, new groups were formed that met weekly from September through mid-
November.  During these fall groups, there was one group that made childcare available to 
parents who would otherwise not have been able to participate in a Growth Group (children 
upstairs with the sitters, parents downstairs in group).  Members who brought children 
contributed to the cost of the sitters. This flexibility was greatly appreciated by the five 
participating families and their nine children.  Overall, Growth Groups have been very well 
received.  We had around 85 participants in both the spring and the fall Growth Groups, and we 
are seeing support and enthusiasm for the upcoming groups starting in February, 2017.  These 
groups are already nurturing new relationships among members and deepening existing 
relationships.  It has been exciting to see God working through these groups.  The current 
Growth Group Ministry Team includes Lissa Bradford, Eva Dover, Sarah Fox, Tony Inglis, Gay 
Sakich, Martha Johnson as chair, and Anne Keener as staff resource. Contact Martha for more 
information (martha.johnson07@comcast.net). 
 
Meal Ministry- This ministry provides meals for members who would benefit from a meal for 
various reasons such as hospitalization, illness, death in the family or the wonderful occasion of 
a new birth. Each meal is a sign of God’s love to those receiving it. We identified 51 families 
with needs and fed 29 families with 59 meals in 2016. The sign-up for preparing meals has been 
streamlined using www.takethemameal.com. We are always looking for new volunteers to either 
cook or deliver meals.  If you would like to serve in this way, please contact Sue Mahurin 
(srmahurin@aol.com) or Barbara Winger (winger32082@gmail.com). 
 
Stephen Ministry- This is a vital ministry that increases the level of care provided at First 
Presbyterian.  A Stephen Minister is a trained lay person who provides confidential, one-to-one 
Christian care.  The pastoral staff reaches out to those in need of care but Stephen Ministry 
supports them with weekly long term care.  We commissioned 4 Stephen Ministers in the spring 
of 2016, we currently have 4 Stephen Leaders and 7 Stephen Ministers and 12 people have 
benefitted from having a Stephen Minister in 2016.  If you would like more information about 
becoming a Stephen Minister or receiving a Stephen Minister to walk with you during a difficult 

mailto:martha.johnson07@comcast.net
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time, contact a Stephen Leader through the confidential voicemail at 615-746-7888 or 
confidential email at stephenministry@fpcfranklin.org. 
 
Transportation Ministry- The Transportation Ministry is currently in transition.  Transportation 
can be an issue for a variety of reasons.  This ministry exists to help members who would 
otherwise not have transportation by driving them to church events (especially for evening 
services for those who do not drive at night). If you would like to serve in this ministry, please 
contact Anne Keener (akeener@fpcfranklin.org).  
 
Flower Ministry-  Many people are involved in the Flower Ministry in a variety of ways.  Each 
week, volunteers arrange the worship flowers, other volunteers rearrange the flowers into vases, 
and then a third set of volunteers deliver the arrangements to members of our congregation who 
have been in the hospital, had a death in the family or are homebound.  The delivery portion of 
this ministry falls under Congregational Care.  Each arrangement has a sweet card included that 
reads “These flowers have graced the Chancel in the Sanctuary at First Presbyterian Church.  
They have been surrounded by the hymns that have been sung, by the prayers that have been 
offered and by the sermon that has been preached. Now they come to you; and in their silent 
way, they are telling you of God’s love and healing power, of the wishes of the members of First 
Presbyterian Church that you will be blessed with faith and health.” If you would like to 
respond to God’s grace in this ministry, please contact Anne Keener (akeener@fpcfranklin.org). 
 
Women’s Retreat- Each November we have a Women’s Retreat offsite which provides 
opportunities for fellowship, study, and worship.  This retreat was November 4-6 at NaCoMe 
and our retreat leader was Rev. Carrie Fraser, chaplain with The Next Door.  Please mark your 
calendars to join us for the 2017 retreat which will be November 3-5 at NaCoMe.  For more 
information, contact Stephanie Lampley at (stephphilli@yahoo.com).  
 
Keep in Touch- Our college students are still part of our congregation even when they are away 
at school. This ministry organizes care packages to be sent to our college students once a year. 
We sent a care package to them in the spring and will be sending another one in January.  The 
package also includes a card signed by many in the congregation. For more information, contact 
Leanne Hoeffler (leannehoeffler@gmail.com) or Ann Zander (annzander69@gmail.com). 
 
Welcome Ministry- We have created a ministry to pair new members with existing members to 
help them get connected into the life of the congregation.  We are looking for leadership in this 
ministry and are always looking for people who like to respond to God’s grace by serving as a 
welcome family. If you would like to serve or have any questions, please contact Anne Keener 
(akeener@fpcfranklin.org).  
 
Grief Books- Grief is a difficult and unique journey.  Stephen Ministry has an excellent 
Journeying through Grief series that includes 4 books that are delivered at specific times 
throughout the year following a loved one’s death.   This is a joint ministry between Stephen 
Ministry and the pastoral staff.  The books are sent to members who have experienced the death 
of an immediate family member.  During the past 12 months, over 20 members have benefited 
from this wonderful resource. 
 

 
 

mailto:stephenministry@fpcfranklin.org
mailto:akeener@fpcfranklin.org
mailto:akeener@fpcfranklin.org
mailto:stephphilli@yahoo.com
mailto:leannehoeffler@gmail.com
mailto:annzander69@gmail.com
mailto:akeener@fpcfranklin.org
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FACILITY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  Greg Bennorth, Joe Duarte, Reid Frazier, Chris Godwin, Bruce Jones, 
Vance Lahey, Keith Legenzoff, Erik Lund, Jim Mahurin, Hank McCall, Wes Miller, 
John Moulton, Herb Nappier, Russ Phillips, and Bruce Tarkington.  Chairperson:  Rich 
Johnson.  Staff Resources:  Glenda Andrews and Jerry (JR) Russell 

  
  

The Facility Management Committee is tasked with 
maintaining the building and grounds, plumbing, HVAC and 
electrical systems. The budget for this committee is second 
only to the Administration Committee. Our budget for Fiscal 
Year 2016/2017 totaled $212,660. 
 
Our facility has now turned 22 years old. The value of the 
building, land, furniture and equipment is $4,156,000. Our 

insurance carrier has set a replacement cost for the building and equipment at $6,300,000, for 
which we are fully insured.  
 
Projects for 2016: 
Due to the generosity of the congregation through the All Things Possible Capital Campaign, we 
have been able to make significant improvements to our facility. Automatic handicap doors have 
been installed at the side Narthex and the Administrative entrance. Two bathrooms behind Wilson 
Hall are being refurbished to accommodate wheelchairs, while maintaining the shower stalls. In 
the sanctuary, there are six (6) locations to accommodate members and guest with wheelchairs and 
walkers. The Sanctuary and Narthex have been repainted and the pew seats have been 
reupholstered. New furniture was purchased for the Narthex making it warmer and more inviting 
to guests and members. A state of the art hearing impaired sound system has been added to help 
all members to be able to enjoy both the music and the spoken word. The main system has been 
replaced with a modern system that gives additional microphones to allow flexibility. We have 
also installed a video system to allow services to be taped and placed on the church’s website and 
are accessible to our members that are unable to attend the services. The lighting in the sanctuary 
has been updated to fully LED. All sanctuary lights are now dimmable to enhance various services. 
The emergency lighting and all exit signs have been converted to LED. The classrooms, preschool 
and administrative offices have been converted to LED and on and off light sensors have been 
installed. These changes will reduce the electric bill and the maintenance.  All outside lighting has 
been upgraded to LED. Awnings have been installed over the side door entering the Narthex as 
well as over the entrance to the Administrative entrance.  The overall lighting and security has 
been improved as well as further reducing the electrical and maintenance cost. The final project of 
2016 was replacing the cooling tower. The existing tower was 22 plus years old and we were 
having constant maintenance issues. The new tower will serve our needs for the next 20 years at 
lower maintenance cost. 
 
Projects for 2017: 
We will paint and carpet the Administrative and Program Staff offices and all classrooms. The 
preschool and Wilson Hall will be painted and new flooring will be installed. The sound system 
in Wilson Hall will be evaluated to determine what improvements are needed. The parking lot 



First Presbyterian Church Annual Report Page 29 
 

will be repaved and additional handicap parking will be made available. We will also replace the 
HVAC control and scheduling system.  
 
Landscaping and Grounds: 
The grounds are in need of attention in several areas. Some thorny shrubs in the Courtyard area 
will be removed and replaced with evergreen shrubs that are less hazardous to children. 
Overgrown shrubs in several areas are to be substantially trimmed and/or removed. Early in 2016 
nine (9) Bradford Pear and seven (7) Black Locust trees were removed due to age and condition. 
Currently, there are three (3) failing Black Pine trees in need of removal. We are in the early 
discussion stage of engaging a Landscape Architect to consider opportunities for this space. 
During the last year an additional nine (9) new trees have been placed on the church grounds as 
memorials or to honor someone within our church community. This brings the different native 
species count on the church grounds to twenty-two (22). At least two (2) additional species will 
be added in late February or early March, 2017. We are slowly moving toward the goal of thirty 
(30) different native species required for the church grounds to become a Certified Arboretum.  
 
We want to thank Glenda Andrews for serving as the staff liaison and her assistance during our 
renovations. We also want to thank Jerry Russell (J.R.) and Peter Riek for their hard work to 
keep our facility clean and making sure that classrooms and Wilson Hall are properly setup for 
the various functions each week. 
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FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Lucy Battle, Jack Busby, Linda Patrick, Jane Plumley and Margaret 

Roberts. Chairperson:  Linnie Frazier.  Staff Resource:  Pastor Chris Joiner 
 

 
The Fellowship Committee provides opportunities and events that bring 
members and guests together, strengthening relationships with God and with 
each other.  Programs and events that the Committee are responsible for 
include: 
 

 
• Wednesday Night Live, held weekly from Sept. to May.  The evening provides a delicious 

meal, fellowship, Bible study and choir practices.  In a joint effort with the Mission 
Committee, hospitality was extended to Room In The Inn guests from November through 
March. 
 

The Fellowship Committee also oversees: 
• Flowers for Sunday worship services; a flower committee arranges flowers for Sunday 

services.  On Monday, the Committee breaks the flowers down into small arrangements 
for a committee to deliver to shut-ins and ill congregants; 

• Bereavement lunches are prepared for church families associated with a Service of Witness 
to the Resurrection; 

• The Annual Church Picnic is held in September at the Boyce Pavillion; 
• Advent and Christmas decorations for the church; 
• The Annual Progressive Dinner is always a favorite wherein members meet for the 

appetizer portion of the meal and then move to various host homes throughout our church 
community; 

• Fellowship Committee provides snacks between Sunday worship services; 
• Every other year in November, the Committee hosts the Veterans Day Lunch to honor our 

Veterans and their family members; 
• Primetimers, a fellowship group open to any member, or guest, for meals, plays, concerts 

and trips to places of interest. 
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MEMORIAL GARDEN COMMITTEE 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  Hugh DuPree Co-Chairpersons: Jim Roberts and Anne Rutherford 
Staff Resource:  Pastor Chris Joiner 

 
The Memorial Garden, completed in 2010, was created in response to a growing interest among 
church members. The construction with its landscaping inclusive of tree replacement surrounding 
the parking lot, has provided a wonderful addition to the church grounds. 

 
Currently 66 people have fully subscribed to the project by paying $1,000 to reserve a niche in the 
Memorial Garden, with another 13 people making deposits. The Memorial Garden, both the initial 
and the ongoing maintenance, is self-supporting and is designed to have little, if any, financial 
impact on the church’s operations.  

 
The Memorial Garden is a special place created for the placement of ashes of the dead following 
cremation.  Since its dedication there have been 14 interments, the names of whom are inscribed 
on the bronze plaque installed on the Garden wall. Just as the church speaks to us, and ministers 
to us in special ways at all the significant turning points in our lives—birth, baptism, marriage, 
times of crisis, and sickness—it is altogether fitting for those who have been part of the community 
of faith at First Presbyterian Church to have their ashes interred at the church as well. 

 
Anyone interested in learning more about the Memorial Garden should contact Jim Roberts 
(jimroberts45@comcast.net) or Anne Rutherford (annetr@comcast.net).  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:jimroberts45@comcast.net
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MISSION COMMITTEE 
(mission@fpcfranklin.org) 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  Betsy Adgent, Namaste Anderson, Sue Banner, Jared Brinker, Elise 

Burns, Claire Crunk, Roger Fender, Rich Johnson, Leah Stein, Elizabeth Stivers, Ron 
Tapscott and Susan Williams.  Co-Chairs: David Boyette and Cathy McCall. Local 
Mission Coordinator: David Boyette Mission Trips Coordinator:  Heather Reimer 
Secretary: Sally Bullock.  Finance: Jenna Crunk. Staff Resource: Pastor Chris Joiner  

 
Mission statement: 
To demonstrate God's saving grace in Jesus Christ by serving others in 
our community, our nation and our world. 
 
Our committee mission falls within the church’s mission of 
“Responding to God’s grace through worship, study, and service.”  

 
Our goal is to be informed and prepared to respond to the various needs around us.  We strive to 
balance our support of local, domestic and global work, recognizing that they are all important 
and that our awareness and presence in all these areas makes a difference. 
 
Through diversified missions we hope to inspire both individual and family involvement, 
recognizing that each one of us shares in the joys and responsibilities of FPC mission.    
 
In 2016, the Mission Committee operated on a budget of $85,500.  Other funds were received 
from special offerings, gifts, and the Lena Reynolds Endowment.  The breakdown of the 
dedicated budget for 2016 is as follows.  
  

 Mission Partners   
  Insight Counseling Centers   1,500.00  
  Better Decisions   500.00  
  Kairos   500.00  
  BrightStone   4,000.00  
  Society of St. Andrew   2,000.00  
  Martha O'Bryan Center   4,000.00  
  GraceWorks   12,500.00  
  Bridges   3,000.00  
  Habitat For Humanity House   10,000.00  
  Hard Bargain Redevelopment   4,000.00  
  Monroe Harding   2,000.00  
  My Friend’s House   3,000.00  
  Room In The Inn   8,000.00  
  Vanderbilt Presb. Campus Min.   2,000.00  
 Total Mission Partners   57,000.00  
      
    
  Global Mission Trips   5,000.00  
  

mailto:mission@fpcfranklin.org
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  Domestic Mission Trips   4,000.00  
 
   
 Other Projects   
  Interfaith Build   5,000.00  
  Preschool Scholarships   1,500.00  
     
  Total 2NDSAT    13,000.00  
      
  
  
   

  
Total Mission 
Committee  

        
85,500.00  

 
 
 
FPC Franklin celebrates the life and work of Miss Lena Reynolds. 
  
Born March 5, 1901, she was the daughter of Lena Rook and Hendley Stone Reynolds of 
Franklin, and grew up with seven brothers and sisters as well as five orphaned cousins. Her 
family joined the First Presbyterian Church of Franklin in 1911.  A 1918 graduate of Franklin 
High School, Lena prepared for missionary service at St. Luke’s Hospital Nursing School and 
later the Assembly Training School (now the Presbyterian School of Christian Education), in 
Richmond, Virginia.  She entered full-time mission work with the Presbyterian Church U.S. in 
1927, stationed in Bulape, Belgian Congo (now Zaire) in Africa. Lena served as a missionary in 
Africa for 32 years, and continued to care for others as Supervisor of Nursing at Williamson 
County Hospital when she returned to Franklin in 1959. 
  
Upon her death in 1985, Lena left an endowment of $15,000 to First Presbyterian Church.  Her 
sister, Mrs. J. B. Parks and the Rev. Dr. Tom Walker worked to establish the Lena 
Reynolds School of Mission in her memory.  The stated purpose of this endowment is to fund 
missions in countries outside the United States. In later years Lena’s sister, Sara Parks, and other 
members of the Reynolds family added additional money to the endowment resulting in a 
principle amount of $270,000. Each year the funds available for global missions are limited to 
the earnings on the principle amount of the endowment less inflation and cost of administration.  
 
Additional contributions from the congregation to the principle of the Lena Reynolds 
Endowment strengthens the church’s ability to help those in need in other parts of the world both 
now and into the future.   
“You are the salt of the earth…You are the light of the world…Let your light shine!” Matthew 
5:13-16 
 

Mission @ FPC 
 
Adult Mission:  Domestic/Global 
Every spring, church members are invited to grab their hammers, roll up their sleeves, and set 
out to change lives. In recent years we have worked with PDA to aid communities affected by 
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natural disasters in Alabama and in New York.  In 2015, the mission committee organized a 
weeklong trip to Jonesville, VA with the Appalachian Service Project (ASP). ASP is a Christian 
home repair/home building ministry through which volunteers and staff repair and build homes 
for low-income families in rural Central Appalachia, making them “warmer, safer, drier”. In 
2016, we sent 15 individuals back to Jonesville.  We worked at two locations, the home of Ms. 
Sally and her small grandsons; Caden and Jaden, and at the home of Vietnam Veteran Rusty and 
his wife Trish.  The work included: 

• Roof work/basic carpentry & painting on two homes 
• Building relationships with home owners 
• Additional contributions of $4,715 were given for disaster assistance. 

 
Over the 2016 New Year, we sent a team of 9 to Lesvos, Greece.  This group worked with the 
disaster assistance agencies in place there. In particular, we worked with The Lighthouse Relief 
agency that provides food, water, shelter, dry clothes and 24/7 medical care at their camp.  The 
team carried suitcases full of medical supplies and basic necessities that were left with the 
various agencies we worked with. 
 

• Midnight shifts taken to relieve exhausted aid workers at 3 locations:  The main take in 
point at Skala Skyamineas, The Lighthouse Lookout, and Camp Moria. 

• Suitcases delivered loaded with medical and necessary supplies 
• 6 FPC members trained in Red Cross CPR/First Aid 

 
American Red Cross – Blood Drives 
The American Red Cross is the largest single supplier of blood and blood products in the United 
States, collecting and processing approximately 40 percent of the blood supply. During 2016, 
FPC partnered with the American Red Cross and hosted two blood drives.  Fifty-two (52) pints 
of blood were collected during these two blood drives, helping over 150 people.  The 
congregational support is growing and is vital to the success of these drives. 
 
Basic Essentials Cart  
Our year round collection area is in the southwest corner of Wilson Hall. We regularly deliver 
items between GraceWorks, Bridges, and My Friend’s House.  It is also the 2NDSAT and RITI 
collection area.  
 
Better Decisions 
Better Decisions brings together women from varied backgrounds and gives them a unique 
opportunity to learn from each other.   They have trained more than 1200 volunteers who have 
taught and mentored over 1500 women incarcerated in Nashville at the TN Prison for Women.  
Four members of FPC have now undergone this training and continue to mentor once a week for 
9 consecutive weeks in both or one of the two sessions Better Decisions organizes yearly. 
 
Bridges of Williamson County 
Bridges Domestic Violence Center serves women, men, and their children affected by domestic 
violence, ensuring a safe transition to successful independent living through education, 
intervention, and case management.  FPC collects food/toiletry items for the residents in our Basic 
Essentials Cart for regular delivery.  For many years, FPC's "Bible Class" has collected funds 
towards providing gift cards for those living at Bridges during the Christmas Season. 
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BrightStone 
BrightStone is a comprehensive work, social support, and future residential community for adults 
with special needs, helping them develop mentally, physically, socially, emotionally, and 
spiritually. We worked closely with them during March and April 2016 2NDSAT at their beautiful 
new property, and intend to head back out there for the March 2017 2NDSAT. We always look 
forward to seeing BrightStone pottery, foods & cards being sold in Wilson Hall. Many of our 
members go out to the new property and have smaller workdays together, pulling fencing, 
electrical work, plowing a garden. It has become a favorite place to be for FPC.   
 
GraceWorks Ministries 
GraceWorks is a Williamson County nonprofit organization helping families in crisis. Many 
church members volunteer their time and talent at GraceWorks, both in Franklin and Fairview on 
a weekly basis as well as for special projects.  FPC collects food/toiletry items for them in our 
Basic Essentials Cart with regular delivery.  Other ways we support GraceWorks: 
 

1. Share the Table operates from Father's Day through Labor Day on Sunday mornings 
offering homegrown or store bought fruits, vegetables, and plants as well as baked goods.  In 2016, 
$1009.66 was collected and donated to GraceWorks. 
 

2. The Manger Tree is a FPC Christmas tradition.  It is set up in Wilson Hall and covered 
with angel tags. Each tag includes gift suggestions for purchase. The gifts are delivered to The 
Manger who distributed over 10,000 gifts into a store like operation for Christmas shopping. We 
appreciate Christine Grisham for leading this effort.  During 2016 individual donations of $770.00 
were used to buy additional gifts for the Manger.  We launched a “Christmas In July” collecting 
40 gifts for the store.  We have begun to collect gifts year round at the Basic Essentials Cart, taking 
advantage of good buys over the year. 
 
Kairos Prison Ministry 
The mission of Kairos is to share the love and forgiveness of Jesus Christ with incarcerated men, 
women, youth and their families, toward becoming productive citizens of their communities. FPC 
has two men who actively work with this organization. 
 
Habitat for Humanity 
Habitat for Humanity works in partnership with people in need to build and renovate decent, 
affordable housing.  The houses are then sold at no profit and with no interest. Volunteers provide 
most of the labor, and individual and corporate donors provide money and materials.  FPC has 
contributed funds and helped to build several homes in Williamson County.  In 2016, a FPC crew 
worked at the Sarah Cotton family home in Fairview, TN.  They painted and did some foundation 
work at the home. 
 
Hard Bargain Association  
Hard Bargain Association is a grassroots, non-profit organization seeking to preserve Hard 
Bargain, a historic African American neighborhood, which was founded over 130 years ago. The 
emphasis is on restoring the current community and not allowing gentrification of this historic 
neighborhood. Through donations, HBA repairs existing homes and offers quality, affordable 
homes for purchase to people who have not been able to attain the dream of home ownership. Back 
in 2012, our church donated funds to purchase 4 computers and a printer for Hard Bargain’s 
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community center. With this donation and volunteer teachers, Hard Bargain has been able to offer 
computer classes and make computers available to adults who do not have them in their homes.  
First Presbyterian Church members continue being active in HBA by serving on the board of 
directors and teaching computer classes in the community center located in the neighborhood as 
well as financial support of the BlackBerry Jam.    
 
Living Waters for the World 
Living Waters for the World is the global mission resource of the Synod of Living Waters 
PCUSA. They train and equip mission teams to share the gift of clean, sustainable water.  We 
have installed systems in Guatemala and Haiti to date.  Two FPC members traveled to 
Guatemala City and Coban in October of 2016 to gather information on Living Waters projects 
created and maintained by the Franklin Breakfast Rotary Club and the Kingsport Presbyterian 
Church.  FPC Franklin joined forces with this group to install a water system in the Bethlehem 
Feeding Center near Coban where 500 people are fed daily.  We contributed money to the 
feeding center as well as the cost of the water system. While there, we toured the Pediatric 
Surgical Center established by the Shalom Foundation of Williamson County.  Franklin Mayor 
Ken Moore is the medical director.   
 
Clean Water U (CWU) is the training school of Living Waters for the World. Located in the 
woods of Hopewell Camp and Conference Center in Oxford, Mississippi, it is a simulation 
experience designed to equip mission team leaders with the skills necessary to: 

• form partnerships with communities in need of clean water 
• equip local leaders to lead ongoing health education 
• empower communities to install and sustain a Living Waters for the World water 

purification system  
 
These learning objectives are taught in three separate workshops, which run concurrently during 
the five-day session.  A church or organization sends three or more representatives – with at 
least one participant for each workshop.  We approved the decision and funding required for 
finding and sending interested volunteers for training in 2017. 
 
  
Martha O’Bryan Center 
Located in the heart of the James A. Cayce Homes in East Nashville, they operate as a Christian 
outreach ministry.  They empower and support individuals and families in need living in East 
Nashville and the surrounding communities. The center provides numerous services including 
adult, preschool, and after school education, transportation, parenting education, and the largest 
food pantry in Nashville. Our committee supports Martha O’Bryan by donating funds from our 
budget to support the food pantry.  Martha O’Bryan has become a yearly June 2NDSAT Partner 
for Miss Martha’s Ice Cream Crankin’, their major fundraising event. We set up, make ice cream 
and design the FPC table for the event.  The FPC church bus and a volunteer driver transport 
patrons to the Crankin’. 
 
Meals on Wheels 
Meals on Wheels is a non-profit organization providing home-delivered nutritious meals to shut-
ins.  FPC prepares and delivers meals for elderly and disabled residents in Williamson County on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday the first week of each month.  FPC Franklin members and friends 
arrive at the First Methodist Franklin kitchen to prepare, package and deliver meals.   The drivers 
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arrive and pick-up these meals around 10:45 a.m. and are back within the hour. The current drivers 
and kitchen helpers are an eclectic group of volunteers who love to welcome new friends - folks 
on their lunch break, young moms and dads, married couples, retired folks, and friends from other 
churches.  Many drivers often take their children. You don’t have to “fit” any particular criteria…. 
just give one hour of time once a month!   
 

• 36 yearly work mornings. 
• Approximately 22 FPC delivery drivers 
• Approximately 17 FPC kitchen support 
• There are seven different routes of approximately 20 clients each 

 
Monroe Harding Children’s Home 
This children’s home has served in Nashville since 1893. They facilitate matching into foster 
homes, group living, mentoring, relationship-building skills, safety and structure, encouragement, 
spiritual formation, life skills training, education, job placement, and more.  Monroe Harding does 
for kids in foster care what a family would do. They provide security, support and give young 
people a chance for success.  They meet this mission through four key programs serving young 
people who are currently in or are transitioning from the foster care system:   

• Foster Care 
• Cooperative Living 
• Youth Connections 
• Independent Living. 

 
My Friend's House   
They have worked on behalf of at-risk youth since 1982. It is a nonprofit community-based 
organization whose focus is helping youth change negative behaviors, learn to make good 
choices and provide opportunities to develop into responsible young adults.  Their Evening 
Diversion Program serves youth in DCS custody in need of a stable/supportive short-term home-
like environment as well as private family referrals in need of respite, community-based A&D 
education and family assistance.   FPC collects food/toiletry items for the residents in our Basic 
Essentials Cart for regular delivery. 
 
OneGenAway 
Dedicated to eliminating racism, denominationalism, and poverty in America, believing that we 
are one generation away from such. They put food into the hands of those who are hungry. In 
2016 we collaborated with them for August and December 2NDSAT in Food Distributions in 
Franklin, and contributed $2,500 to purchase the food for the Distribution.  At year-end we 
donated funds toward the purchase of a new refrigerated truck. 
  
Insight Counseling Centers  

• Provide excellent professionally licensed psychotherapy to any individual, couple or 
family in our community. 

• Offer help and healing from a heart of compassion and personal faith that accepts and 
respects the beliefs of every individual with whom they work. 

• Raise and provide financial support to help those who cannot otherwise afford care. 
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Room In The Inn 
Room In The Inn operates on Wednesday nights, November through March.   This interaction 
continues to be an inspiration to us as we share dinner, doing crafts, participating in devotionals, 
and just “hanging out.”  Thanks to our youth, Sunday school classes, small groups, Stephen 
Ministry, confirmation program and our congregation at large, each week we are able to serve our 
guests a hot dinner, breakfast, and a sack lunch to take with them.  In addition, we offer hot 
showers, personal hygiene products, clean underwear, socks, as well as coats, sturdy pants, shoes 
and backpacks when available.  
 
Room In The Inn provides food and shelter for up to 225 people each night in over 150 area 
congregations from November 1st to March 31st.     

• 22 nights yearly, alternating men & women 
• 14 guests weekly, approximately 308 guests yearly 
• 44 FPC members serve as overnight Inn Keepers 
• 44 bus drives to Nashville or back 
• 308 bed set up’s 
• 308 dinners served 
• 308 lunches prepared 
• 308 breakfasts served 
• 22 laundry services purchased 

 
Society of St. Andrew 
The Society of St. Andrew salvages fresh, nutritious produce from American farms – produce 
that otherwise would be left to rot, and delivers it to agencies across the nation that serve the 
hungry. SOSA educates about hunger and poverty to people from all denominations and 
organizations that partner with them financially, and through gleaning fields and getting food to 
those who need it.  SOSA has become a FPC 2NDSAT favorite, with potato and green bean 
drops.  In November 2016, we participated in their Harvest of Hope weekend in Scottsboro AL, 
spending Saturday sorting and bagging 24,000 pounds of potatoes.   
 

UKirk Nashville  
A Christian community dedicated to experiencing Christ on campus through worship, mission, 
and fellowship. Vanderbilt and Belmont students gather each Thursday night for a home cooked 
meal supplied by various local Presbyterian churches.  The Mission Committee provides a dinner 
to share with the students yearly.  You can join that effort, or have your own small group choose 
a night and prepare a meal for around thirty to serve at the beautiful St. Augustine’s Chapel on 
the Vanderbilt campus.  
 
Educational Opportunities 
The mission section of the church website has been updated and gives information about the 
agencies we support, upcoming and ongoing opportunities in mission trips, Meals on Wheels 
dates, 2NDSAT events, blood drives, a short history of our missionary Lena Reynolds and means 
to connect for information:  http://fpcfranklin.org/mission 
 
Many 2NDSAT events will host a speaker to share about their ministry and explain how to 
become involved. In 2016, BrightStone’s Brenda Hauk and Lee Rose, Hard Bargain’s Brant 
Bousquet, SOSA’s Kelsey Miller, Chris Whitney from OneGenAway, Fred and Belle Dahlman 
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from Project J.O.Y., and the staff at the Campus for Human Development who oversee the Room 
In The Inn program shared a tour and information.   
 
Mission Trip Sharing events in Wilson Hall during the Sunday school hour occur after each trip.  
In 2016, we highlighted trips to Lesvos, Virginia, and Guatemala.   
 
In the spring of 2016, Rev. Elmarie E.R. Parker, PCUSA Regional Liaison to Iraq, Syria, 
Lebanon, joined us for a Mission BBQ in Wilson Hall.  Rev. Elmarie Parker serves as a 
Presbyterian Church (USA) Associate for Ecumenical Partnerships in the role of Regional 
Liaison to Church Partners in Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon.  She led a discussion regarding current 
conditions in the region where they work and live, along with how these conditions (including 
ISIS) are impacting PCUSA Partners and their continuing work of worship and 
ministry.  Though there is much over which to be deeply concerned, we also heard stories of 
hope. 
 
In September 2016, FPC welcomed the Rev. Nedson Zulu and Public Health Nurse Sebber 
Banda who serve with The Outreach Foundation in Tete Province, Mozambique. Nedson is a 
Zambian living in Malawi who serves in Mozambique. Nedson’s colleague in this ministry is a 
public health worker, Ms. Sebber Banda, who trains and encourages leaders in the communities.  
She educates entire communities on how to deal with sickness, especially malaria and cholera 
and to understand and care for those with HIV/AIDS, hygiene and sanitation.  The Outreach 
Foundation is supporting mission work that is transforming villages and the lives of thousands of 
people, and Nedson is project manager. Wells have been drilled and churches built. Schools and 
teachers’ houses and health centers have been completed and Leadership development programs 
are strengthening congregational ministries. This project was made possible through the 
generous gifts of U.S. Presbyterians. 
 
Mission Sunday Brunch 
To further communicate with our mission partners, we host a yearly Mission Sunday Brunch, 
inviting all of our partners to participate.  In October 2016, we had representatives from 10 
different agencies with us as well as church members who volunteer in the various missions and 
share information.  There are projects to sign up for and the opportunity to talk about upcoming 
Mission Trips while enjoying a bountiful brunch.   We are fortunate to have the pottery, artwork 
and food products for sale from the BrightStone community at these events.   
 
Christmas Cards That Give 
These cards allow purchasers to allocate money in any amount to any of our church’s Mission 
Partners.  Much appreciation goes to Mike Moyers for contributing the design. In 2016, seven 
people ordered cards, a total collected of $990.00, which was dispersed to the requested 
agencies. The Mission Committee is working to make these more accessible. You can purchase 
them for any reason throughout the year through the church office. 
 
2NDSAT 
The Mission committee launched the 2NDSAT program February 2016 with a sweet potato drop 
in Wilson Hall.  We work with mission partners to provide meaningful local projects for a 
multigenerational group monthly.  During this FPC year, we have been fortunate in our 
partnerships, and in finding ways to put everybody to work.  We used our experience to schedule 
going forward.  In 2017, we will work with GraceWorks supporting the Fuel Bags in January and 
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in May. SOSA is our February Sweet Potato partner, and again in July and August when crops 
are abundant. In March, we join with BrightStone at the Columbia Pike Property, doing spring 
indoor and outdoor chores.  In April, we will build birdhouses for My Friend’s House.  In 
November and December we pair with OneGenAway in food distributions, and occasional 
warehouse stocking.  Each June is the Martha O’Bryan Ice Cream Crankin’, two crews are at 
FPC Nashville; one unloads/sets up all the tables and chairs for the next day, and the Art Team, 
who make the posters for the FPC Ice Cream Table. The third crew is the Ice Cream Makers in 
our church kitchen. In September, we package school supplies for Priest Lake Presbyterian’s 
“Project J.O.Y.” Ministry.  The supplies are delivered to students in Harlan, Kentucky. In 
October, a crew of twenty will go to the Campus for Human Development; this is the only 
2NDSAT with participant limit.  This works well, as this is usually fall break and many are out 
of town.  This event gives us the opportunity to meet and talk with those who run the whole 
Room In The Inn program before the season launches in November.  We carry, prepare and serve 
lunch for about 70 people and afterwards tour the facilities.  
 

Other Missions 
 
Louisiana Flood Relief 
Partner:  University Presbyterian Church PC (USA) is located in Baton Rouge LA. They ran a 
shelter for families with babies in coordination with other local shelters during last springs flood.  
Accomplishments:   

• FPC Mission Committee sent $1500 from the disaster aid fund to support their work. 
• FPC, Historic, and Harpeth Churches teamed together and collected and sent an 

additional $4,190.00 
• Sent two members to LA with a U-Haul load of collected supplies 

 
 
Interfaith Habitat Build 
In September 2016, we joined with Congregation Ohabai Sholom, “The Temple” and the Islamic 
Center of Murfreesboro “ICM” in an Interfaith Habitat Build weekend.  We worked on a home 
in Antioch, TN for Mohammed Abbas, Shelan Sinjo and their twin children Birhat & Barin.     
The Build began with a kickoff Shabbat Service and Reception at Congregation Ohabai Sholom, 
we were told, "Come in the door, and there will be lots of smiling faces to greet you”.  
Immediately after the service we joined the “Oneg” which is a time to visit with one another and 
share some food and drink. Around 40 FPC members were present as well as a large contingent 
from ICM.  The next morning the two-day building/painting work began.  We followed up with a 
shared worship and a Celebration Luncheon at FPC that was well attended by our partners.  The 
Habitat Home was dedicated with many from all three congregations in attendance.  Mohammed 
Abbas and Shelan Sinjo, whose home was built next door to her sister’s, began life in their new 
home with the blessings of each group as well as a housewarming gift card.   
 

• Volunteers (Build Site/Lunch Prep/Bus Driver/Church Luncheon): 30 plus 
• Shabbat Attendance by FPC:  over 40 
• Celebration Luncheon Attendance:  150  
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Truck/Bus Drivers: 
We are grateful to the FPC members who volunteer their trucks for SOSA events, 
BrightStone events as well as mission trip support and regular deliveries from the Basic 
Essentials Cart to GraceWorks, Bridges and My Friend’s House. 
Our CDL Bus Drivers transport: 

1. RITI guests to and from Nashville.   
2. Guests to and from for Miss Martha Ice Cream Crankin’ 
3. Mission Trips, VBS, Senior Adult Ministry transport 

We are always in need of drivers and welcome your support. 
 
Centsability/Pew Envelopes  
Total collected $2,246.87 
Distributed to: 

• Meals on Wheels $1,123.47 
• Minister's Discretionary Fund $561.70 
• Presbytery for Hunger Relief $561.70 

 
Special Offerings 

• Joy Offering $892 
• One Great Hour of Sharing $874 
• Peacemaking $416 
• Pentecost $455 

 
Additional contributions of $340 were given to the general mission fund in 2016. 
 
The Mission Committee strives to answer the call to mission, and your participation is needed, 
valued and welcomed.  We encourage both individual and family involvement, striving to create 
opportunities for all.  Contact:  mission@fpcfranklin.org 
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OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  Committee Members:  Namaste Anderson, David Bell, Jennifer 

Godwin, Jerry Houston, Tony Inglis and Jaclyn Tarkington.  Chairperson:  Jennifer 
Godwin.  Staff Resource:  Anne Keener 

 
Our Mission: 

The Outreach Committee of First Presbyterian Church, Franklin fulfills the call 
of the Great Commission by offering to the community-at-large opportunities to 
learn more about the ministries of this church, and the history and doctrine of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA). 
 
 

Outreach achieves this mission by: 
• Posting and advertising church information in various social media outlets. 
• Displaying banners on Franklin Road of church events and activities. 
• Providing information to the new and regular guests about the ministries of the church. 
• Welcoming new and regular guests with letters, phone calls, emails, gifts and hosting 

Inquirer Lunches. 
• Providing opportunities for new members to be involved in the life of the First 

Presbyterian Church community through worship, service, and fellowship. 
• Managing the Hospitality Ministry that has helped provide a welcoming, spirit filled 

atmosphere for our worship services. 
• Creating and managing a hospitality center in the narthex where visitors can receive 

information about the life of the church. 
• Maintaining a name tag system for the congregation. 
• Educating the congregation as a whole on the practice and implementation of hospitality at 

church 
 
In 2016, the Outreach Committee achieved: 

• Developed and implemented new goals and plans – gained new members to our 
committee. 

• Continued to refine the Inquirer Lunch and other social events for new prospective 
members, assigning more roles to members of the committee and congregation.  

• Designation of new head of Hospitality Team.  Providing training on the practicing 
hospitality at church, re-establish Welcome Center designed in Narthex and training 
hospitality ambassadors to work table.   

• Commissioned artwork and working on design of narthex to be more welcoming space to 
guests and members 

• Establish and executed “first time guest” gifts of mugs during worship. 
• Offered two congregation wide hospitality training sessions with an expert speaker. 
• Planned and executed a quarterly system of posting and advertising campaigns on 

Facebook and Instagram. 
• Ordered and displayed monthly banners on Franklin Road about the life of the church. 
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PRESCHOOL COMMITTEE 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:   Jaclyn Tarkington (Clerk), Mark Blackburn, Ron Crutcher, Kate 

Holdcroft, Lauren Inglis; Gay Sakich, and Paula Snyder.  Chairperson:  Jana Roberts.  
Staff Resources:  Kim Joiner, Cheri Lindsley 

 
 

The Preschool Committee is responsible for establishing internal 
policy for the operation of the Preschool. It provides oversight 
and direction to the Preschool by establishing the budget, aiding 
the Director and staff in implementing the Preschool program, 

reviewing and recommending staff candidates, and assisting the Administration Committee in 
conducting the annual review of the Preschool Director. 

The Preschool is a ministry of First Presbyterian Church.  In addition to teaching skills in a 
nurturing environment, the Preschool seeks to encourage children towards a better understanding 
of their Creator.  The Preschool is open to two-, three-, four-, and five-year-old children from 
both the congregation and the community at large.  Children can be enrolled in one of four 
sessions: two days, three days, four days per week, and a limited amount of five day sessions.  
The enrollment for the 2016- 2017 school year was 118 students (this is full capacity) and 18 
staff members. 

During 2016, the Committee’s work and Preschool accomplishments includes: 

• Maintained a 3-Star-Quality Child Care rating, the highest rating available in this 
voluntary program offered by the State of Tennessee Department of Human Services 
(DHS); 

• Provided ongoing monitoring of operating expenditures and receipt of tuition payments; 
• Provided support to the Parent Advisory Team (PAT) and their activities; 
• Developed a scholarship fund for needy families; continue to focus on growing this fund; 
• Approved and gave appreciation $100 gift cards to all staff as Christmas gifts; 
• Continued and enhanced chapel and music programs throughout the year with 

developmentally appropriate detailed educational and spiritual objective. 
• Preschool staff and parent volunteers provided several “all school” art experiences; 
• Fairy and butterfly gardens were revamped with help from staff, a naturalist and other 

volunteers.  A bird blind was also maintained and loved by the students; 
• The Preschool library has continued to expand and reorganized with the help of parent 

volunteers; 
• Provided hearing, sight and speech screenings to student; 
• Continued after-school program called Kid’s Club; the average attendance has grown 

over this school year. 
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STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:   Mike Darnell, Sara Hinds, Bruce Tarkington and Fred Williams.  

Chairperson:  Mark Blackburn.  Secretary:  Jim Mahurin 
  Staff Resource:  Pastor Chris Joiner       

 
The Stewardship and Finance Committee has completed its duties for the 
fiscal year ending February 28, 2017.  The committee provided a ministry of 
oversight and direction in the financial operations of the church by working 
with the congregation to encourage generous giving in response to God’s 
abundant grace. 
 
First Presbyterian Church ended the fiscal year 2016 with a small deficit.  

Total income for the year was $1,007,017 against expenses of $1,009,962 creating a $2,945 
deficit for the fiscal year.  Our revenue was still short of budget, but our committee chairs were 
good stewards and kept expenses down to meet this slight shortage.  The committee will 
continue to closely monitor the financial situation of the church and keep the session and 
congregation apprised of the overall financial health of the church.  Financial statements were 
prepared in a timely manner and presented to the Session each month. 
  
The endowment funds of First Presbyterian Church are invested in a balanced growth fund, one 
of a series of mutual funds managed by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Foundation.  As of 
February 28, 2017 our total endowment fund balances were $579,287. 
 
During fiscal 2016, our committee was responsible for the successful completion of the 
following activities: 

• prepared the church budget, presented it to the Session for approval, monitoring 
throughout the year, and recommending solutions if significant shortfalls became 
evident; 

• along with the stewardship subcommittee, continued to oversee the stewardship 
campaign process, 

• financial statements were prepared and reviewed in a timely manner and presented to the 
Session monthly, 

• worked closely with capital campaign to monitor progress and make recommendations. 
 
The Stewardship and Finance committee will continue its ministry to provide financial 
leadership in the life of our church and encourage generosity and fiscal responsibility.  First 
Presbyterian is a strong church with members who answer God’s call for resources of all types 
when needed.  We look forward to carrying out God’s plan for us as we tackle the challenges of 
2017 and beyond. 
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE  
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  J. Edward Campbell, Joy Crunk, Rita Ferari, Mike Moyers and Dianne 

Wood. Chairperson: Becky Hunt.  Staff Resources: Pastor Chris Joiner and Michael 
Snoddy. 

 
The Worship Committee has the responsibility of overseeing, on behalf 
of the Session, our regular Sunday worship services and special 
services throughout the year.  As an adjunct, we also prepare the 
sacraments, ensure that our music program is complete, schedule 

elders to serve Communion and maintain sanctuary continuity.  Weddings and Service of Witness 
to the Resurrection are also under the committee's area of responsibility. 
 
The Communion Guild, a sub-committee organized by Becky Hunt, has the privilege of 
preparing communion before and cleaning up following the monthly Communion services, along 
with other special Communion services throughout the year.  This dedicated group undertakes 
their responsibilities thoroughly and effectively.  They include Fred and Sue Banner, J. Edward 
and Brenda Campbell, Jeanette Crosswhite, Joy Crunk and family, Shirley Draper, Duke Ellis, 
Rita Ferari, Janet Frame, Sara Hinds, Becky Hunt, Millard Jefferson, Pat and Rich Johnson, 
Linda Legenzoff, Steve and Laura Lewis, Susan Oldham, Anne Parsons, Jane Plumley, Jan 
Rhodes, Anne Rutherford, Karen Sartin and Mary Jane Wormer.  The 2nd grade Sacraments Class 
along with Duke Ellis and Kim Joiner prepare the Communion elements for World Communion 
Sunday.  Duke Ellis prepares our Communion bread faithfully each month.   
 
Music—Chancel/Chapel Choir – First Presbyterian’s primary Sunday services of worship are 
 under the musical leadership of this adult ensemble.  Additional worship leadership 
 opportunities exist for the group during the Advent/Christmas and Lent/Easter Seasons.   

Children’s Ensemble – An ensemble, ranging from grades one through five, presented 
two musical offerings in the fall of 2015, including at the Service of Lessons & Carols.  It 
is hoped that interest will grow in participation in this important opportunity of 
spiritual/musical development.  
Franklin Suzuki – Though not an official part of the Music & Arts Ministry of First 
Presbyterian Church, this group shapes young musicians within our walls each week.  
Handbell Choirs – Two handbell groups are currently in place – Carillon Ringers 
(adults), and an Intergenerational Beginning Handbell Ensemble.  Much like the 
previously  mentioned vocal ensemble, these groups provided musical leadership 
during the regularly scheduled weekly services of worship and the special liturgical 
seasons of the year.   
Instrumentalists/Soloists – This congregation is blessed with many and varied talents in 
these areas, all of which have been and will continue to be encouraged to “join their 
musical tithe” to those already in place.  What a compelling witness and blessing to have 
the faithful sharing of gifts among us.  

 Montreat Music & Worship Conference – Though not a part of our weekly schedule, 
 this conference serves to inspire those who carry out the week in, week out ministry 
 in the local congregation.  Last year seventeen friends and members of the congregation 
participated in the conference.  The 2016 conference – Grace and Gratitude. 
Preschool Music – Weekly music classes, led by congregant Vicky Stiles, are an 
important part of our preschool week. As last year, additional music staff will be involved 
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in an organ event in which each child will not only learn a bit about the pipe organ, but 
will actually be able to play it.  Additional events of music staff participation include a 
book reading opportunity; Christmas Carol sing; and the Preschool Dance Party. 
Vacation Bible School – The music staff and volunteer friends play an important part in 
the yearly, summer Vacation Bible School program.   

 
 
Music and Arts Ministry Team---Mike Moyers is chair of this sub-committee, and members 
include:  Michael Snoddy, Sandy Johns, Therese Howell, Vicky Stiles, and Pastor Chris Joiner.  
This team works to combine the arts with music to enhance worship experiences particularly 
during special services such as The Kirkin of the Tartan and All Saints Day.   
 
Wedding Committee---Anne Snow heads up this sub-committee that works with the wedding 
party to coordinate the details of the worship service which celebrates a couple's special day.  
Committee members include:  Janet Frame, Linnie Frazier, Carlene Saxton Higley, Therese 
Howell, Becky Hunt, and Nancy Sevier.   
 
The Service of Witness to the Resurrection Ministry—headed up by Jerry Houston, assists the 
family during visitation prior to a service and the service itself.  Assisting Jerry are volunteer 
team leaders Mike Henry, Chuck Cairatti, Myers Parsons, and Rich Johnson.  Elders are present 
at all funerals held in our sanctuary and memorial garden, and they often coordinate with 
hospitality team members who have agreed to do so. 
 
The Hospitality Ministry—We thank the Outreach Committee for their continued excellent 
oversight of this ministry.  They provide trained and dedicated volunteers to welcome, assist, and 
lead worshippers on Sunday mornings.  Additional volunteers update and maintain appropriate 
literature and supplies placed in each church pew. 
 
Flowering of the Cross—Betty Willoughby, Jane Plumley, Clata Miller, and Millard Jefferson 
combine their efforts to prepare the cross prior to Easter Sunday and transport it to the Claiborne 
Hughes Health Center to share with its residents.   
 
Staff and Volunteers—Our committee would like to thank all staff and volunteers who contribute 
to worship each week as we highlight the best of the Reformed Tradition in seeking to glorify 
God.   
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 

 
Presbyterian Women group meets the second Tuesday, September through May, at 9:45 a.m. in 
the parlor and is open to all women of the church.  Our goal is to study God’s Word using “The 
Horizons Bible Study.” 

 
Our Presbyterian Women: 
●  provided food baskets for local families in need identified by GraceWorks; 
●  provided worship flowers twice during the year 
●  made contributions to PC USA missions and local mission 
●  made financial donations in memorial 
 
 

 
 
OFFICERS FOR 2015-2016 

Moderator – Janice Stevens 
Bible study leader - Nancy Faye Williams 
Treasurer – Sara Hinds  
Outreach/Secretary - Betty Willoughby 
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ANNUAL STATISTICAL REPORT 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, FRANKLIN, TENNESSEE 

YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2016 
  
 
 
MEMBERSHIP: 
 
 Active Members (as of 12/31/15) ........................................................................848 
 New Members Received ........................................................................................54 
 Members Transferred  ............................................................................................16 
 Members Moved to Inactive or Deleted ................................................................46 
 Deaths  .....................................................................................................................7 
 TOTAL ACTIVE MEMBERS ............................................................................833 
    Baptized Members (Baptized children who have not yet been confirmed) .........172 
 Other Participants...................................................................................................20 
 TOTAL MEMBERSHIP (as of 12/31/16) .........................................................1025 
  
 Baptisms in 2016....................................................................................... 8 children 
 Average Worship Attendance  .............................................................................309 
 Sunday School Average Attendance ....................................................................155  
 
 
FINANCES: 
  
   2016/2017 ACTUAL 2016/2017 BUDGET 
 OPERATING INCOME 
  Pledged Contributions $835,787.58 $876,000.00 
  Loose Plate Contributions 90,372.70 100,000.00 
  All Other Income  29,578.43 35,160.00 
  Plus Prior Year Pledges 1,060.00  0.00 
  TOTAL INCOME $1,007,016.82 $1,011,160.00 
 
 OPERATING EXPENSES 
  Administration Committee $618,620.91 $604,000.00 
  Christian Education Committee 38,180.66 42,000.00 
  Congregational Care Committee 1,768.25 2,000.00 
  Denomination Support 30,000.00 30,000.00 
  Facility Management Committee 205,007.84 212,660.00 
  Fellowship Committee 8,724.46 7,500.00 
  Mission Committee 85,483.50 85,500.00 
  Outreach Committee 10,368.31 12,000.00 
  Stewardship and Finance Committee 432.00 1,000.00 
  Worship Committee 11,375.95 14,500.00 
  TOTAL EXPENSES $1,009,961.88 $1,011,160.00 
 
 NET INCOME (NET LOSS) (2,945.06) 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2017/2018 

 
BUDGETED REVENUE 
 Pledges  ............................................................................................................ $879,000.00 
 Loose Plate  ...........................................................................................................97,500.00 
 All Other Income ..................................................................................................30,160.00 
 TOTAL REVENUE  ..................................................................................... $1,006,660.00 

 
BUDGETED EXPENSES 
 Administration Committee .............................................................................. $619,000.00 
 Christian Education Committee  .......................................................................... 29,000.00 
 Congregational Care Committee ............................................................................2,000.00 
 Denominational Support .......................................................................................30,000.00 
 Facility Management Committee  .......................................................................180,660.00 
 Fellowship Committee ............................................................................................7,500.00 
 Mission Committee  ..............................................................................................85,500.00 
 Outreach Committee  ............................................................................................12,000.00 
 Stewardship and Finance Committee ......................................................................1,000.00 
 Worship Committee ..............................................................................................40,000.00 
 TOTAL EXPENSES  .................................................................................... $1,006,660.00 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
PROPOSED PRESCHOOL BUDGET FOR 2017/2018 

  
BUDGETED INCOME  
 Tuition ............................................................................$304,560.00 
 Registration & Fees............................................................13,750.00 
 Summer Session ...................................................................9,000.00 
 Kid’s Club After Care ........................................................10,000.00 
 Miscellaneous ......................................................................4,500.00 
TOTAL INCOME ......................................................................$341,810.00 
 
BUDGETED EXPENSES  
 Administration Expenses ...............................................$277,943.00 
 Summer Session Expenses ...................................................6,000.00 
 Office Expenses ...................................................................2,325.00 
 Education Expenses ...........................................................15,500.00 
 Property Expenses ..............................................................20,410.00 
 Other ..................................................................................19,632.00 
TOTAL EXPENSES ..................................................................$341,810.00 

 
 


	Chris Joiner, PASTOR

