
 
 

 Today’s scripture is one that we are familiar with, for it shows up in all three of the Synoptic 
Gospels. While in Matthew and Mark, Jesus simply tells the first disciples to follow and they do, in 
Luke’s version we are granted a bit more detail. Here, we see a call story that is modeled after many 
others in scripture: the person is called to follow, they respond that they are unworthy, God’s messenger 
assures them and tells them not to fear, they are given a sign, and ultimately the person agrees to follow.  
This literary device connects the early disciples to leaders like Moses, Elijah, and even Mary. Simon 
Peter is the main character of today’s call story, with James and John to follow after. Uniquely to this 
story, we know that in Luke 4 Jesus healed Simon’s mother-in-law, which makes his entering a 
stranger’s boat a little less abrupt than we might think otherwise. Jesus and Simon go out a little ways 
into the water so that Jesus can comfortably preach to the crowd, but what he is preaching is not the 
focus of the text. After Jesus finishes teaching, he instructs Simon and his peers to go out into deep 
water to fish. Simon, I imagine with a good bit of incredulity, tells Jesus that they have already been in 
these waters and caught nothing but agrees to go out anyways.  

And – what a catch it was! Flopping fish spilling over the edges of the boat, threatening to sink it 
and break their nets. God’s abundance is seen throughout this pericope—in the crowd pressing in, the 
fish overflowing, Simon’s response in awe to Jesus, and Jesus’s grace in return. When called to do a big, 
seemingly absurd task, the disciples responded by following Jesus into the deep. Kendra Mohn 
comments, “Jesus’ mentioning of the “deep water” implies that there may be unexplored areas of 
potential beyond perceived limits of resources, knowledge, and energy.”  

How often do we place limits on our own or others’ potential? When alone, we must be mindful 
of not taking on too much. But Jesus models that when we do ministry together, we can reach dreams 
that we may never have considered on our own. Deeper waters are full of the unknown and can cause 
fear, to be sure. And yet, in exploring new possibilities, God calls us to be open to the world that could 
be instead of only the one that is before us.  

We are, even in the midst of hard things, a people of hope. Our hope for the resurrection and for 
the coming of Christ leads us to a hope for new life in the here and now. Sometimes these dreams come 
into fruition in our own lifetimes, like creating a nonprofit or finding a life partner. And sometimes, the 
work that we do today is an investment in our future, whether we are recipients of the gift or not: dreams 
of equality and justice, of sustainability and peace. Christ calls us into the deep waters to experience the 
abundance that awaits us—and then to share this Good News with those around us, partnering with one 
another to dream about what the future may hold.  

This story does not end with the celebration of an abundance of fish. They could have easily left, 
amazed, to share the story with their friends and celebrate their catch—which would have fed and 
provided income for themselves and their families for the foreseeable future. But at the point of this 
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miracle, Simon Peter knows that more is at stake here. Jesus is not giving this abundance to be held onto 
but to be shared. And so, when Jesus tells Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching 
people,” Simon, James, and John drop everything and follow.  

The first disciples weren’t called because they were already excellent evangelists and preachers. 
They were ordinary fishermen, whom Jesus knew had the patience and fortitude to keep trying day after 
day. While they didn’t catch anything the night before, I imagine that they were generally pretty good at 
their job or they wouldn’t have been able to have their own boats or continue to survive. They would 
have been training for this for their whole lives, perhaps with fathers who were fishermen before them. 
When Jesus called the disciples, he validated their skills and then called them to something different 
using these abilities in new ways. They were being called to something new and to make different kinds 
of connections, fishing for people instead of for fish. This did not mean that their lives previously were 
not important—in fact, they had trained them for this moment. Christ called the disciples to follow God 
in a new way, casting the net wide so that others beyond their circle might also hear God’s word.  

This idea of “catching people” seems strange to us now. What does it mean to drop everything, 
unafraid, and follow Jesus to “catch” people you’ve never met? This idea sounds an awful lot like 
“evangelism” to me, a word that can be loaded with wariness and mistrust, for good reason. We as 
Presbyterians are often hesitant to quote-unquote “evangelize,” aware of the hurt that can be caused 
when the church treats people as an object to be converted instead of a person to love. And yet, we also 
have both Mission and Outreach committees here at FPC, which were emphasized during the previous 
capital campaign and are today crucial ways that we interact with the community.  

So—what does evangelism look like for us in this day and time? The Presbyterian Mission 
Agency has put out a new resource called the “8 Habits of Evangelism.” They emphasize that outreach 
to others is not about getting people in the church doors or making sure they get to heaven. The word 
“evangelism” comes from the Greek euangelion, meaning “Good News.” So our call when we are sent 
to “catch people” is to share and bear witness to the Good News of the Gospel of God’s love, 
righteousness, and justice. We are to proclaim God’s word that people are loved, that they matter, and 
that they belong, just as they are. Just as the fishermen were called right from their boats, so are we 
invited, whoever and wherever we are, to be in community with Christ. The Presbyterian Mission 
Agency names the eight habits of evangelism as these: radical welcome, worship, sacraments, prayer, 
justice, teaching, fellowship, and generosity. Which of these habits do you practice already or see us 
practicing as a church? What do you want to lean into? I’ll name them again, because I think this is a 
profound way to shift evangelizing away from changing someone and into making the table wider. 
Radical welcome, worship, sacraments, prayer, justice, teaching, fellowship, and generosity. 

When we practice these habits, we ritualize proclaiming the Good News in a way that centers 
God’s love. We are being invited to let go of the safety net that is what we know and trust and to enter 
into community with one another. When we do so, we may find that we discover the Good News in new 
and unexpected ways ourselves, growing alongside our community as we seek to deepen our 
relationship with God and with one another.  

What habits have we created, as individuals and as a church, that lead us to the Good News? And 
what habits have we gotten stuck in, even though there are no fish? Where are we being called to 
recognize God’s abundance and how Jesus is making something new in our world?  

Wherever we are being called, we must remember that we are not alone in this journey—and, in 
fact, we are better for it when we receive input and response from others. The first disciples that 
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followed Jesus 2,000 years ago set the groundwork for all that was to come. We, too, set the groundwork 
for the generations that are to follow, that the Good News of God’s redemptive love may be made 
known.  

Bishop Ken Untener wrote the prayer “A Step Along the Way” what was later widely called 
“The Romero Prayer,” which feels fitting to share today.  

It helps, now and then, to step back and take a long view. 
The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, it is even beyond our vision. 
We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the magnificent 
enterprise that is God's work. Nothing we do is complete, which is a way of 
saying that the Kingdom always lies beyond us. 
No statement says all that could be said. 
No prayer fully expresses our faith. 
No confession brings perfection. 
No pastoral visit brings wholeness. 
No program accomplishes the Church's mission. 
No set of goals and objectives includes everything. 
This is what we are about. 
We plant the seeds that one day will grow. 
We water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future promise. 
We lay foundations that will need further development. 
We provide yeast that produces far beyond our capabilities. 
We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that. 
This enables us to do something, and to do it very well. 
It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way, an 
opportunity for the Lord's grace to enter and do the rest. 
We may never see the end results, but that is the difference between the master 
builder and the worker. 
We are workers, not master builders; ministers, not messiahs. 
We are prophets of a future not our own. 

 
 Friends, today we are invited to plant the seeds and tend to the garden, laying the foundation for 
new life that both is and will be. We practice habits of love and acceptance, that trust may be built, the 
table widened, and the abundant feast be shared. As we follow, may we not limit our dreams of what 
could be but trust God.  We may not feel worthy—but none of us are, if we look at worthiness by human 
standards. In God’s view though, each of us is a beloved child of God, called to follow Jesus into the 
unknown of the deep.  

 The table is set, with grace and love overflowing. Let us approach it with hope. Amen.  

 

 


