
4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 19, 2021 

 
Please silence cell phones. The asterisk (*) invites all who are able to stand. The people’s responses are in bold type. If you would 
like to save paper, find the QR code in the pew rack to follow along with the Order of Worship. Masks are optional for those who are 
fully vaccinated. 
 

GATHERING 
 

CAROL SING (10:50 AM) 
 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 
POURING OF THE WATER 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS             
 
PRELUDE  He Whom Shepherds Came Praising, Op. 17  Paul Manz  
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 A ruler will come from Bethlehem, 

 and he will be the shepherd of peace.  
 Jesus says: I am coming soon. 

 Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!  
 
*HYMN 113 Angels We Have Heard on High  GLORIA  
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 Mighty and merciful God,  
 we rejoice and give thanks  
 that you look upon us with favor 
 and bless us with grace. 
 Transform this weary world  
 according to your promise— 
 giving power to the weak, 
 justice to the oppressed, 
 and food to the hungry, 
 so that all may sing your praise; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
 



CHORAL RESPONSE While We Are Waiting, Come Don Cason 
While we are waiting come. Jesus our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting come. 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
 8:30 AM: Khris, Marti, Frankie, and Nora Downey 
 11 AM: Carl, Verna, and Lucas Rydlund 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION  
    
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 We confess to you, O God,  

that we are not prepared to welcome your way 
of righteousness, justice, and peace. 
You call us to repentance, 
but we refuse to change our ways. 
You call us to be reconciled, 
but we remain divided and afraid. 

 Soon we will celebrate the Prince of Peace,  
but we are not a people at peace. 
 
Forgive us, God of grace. 
Pour out your Spirit in our lives 
so that we may be forgiven, set free, 
and made ready to meet you 
at the coming of your holy realm.  
          

SILENT CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS             
 
*THE PEACE 
 The peace of Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 

(Please greet those around you with the peace of Christ). 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE 581 Glory Be to the Father    GLORIA PATRI  
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 

shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
 

THE WORD 
 

TIME WITH THE YOUNG CHURCH 
Children of all ages are invited to come forward. Nursery and Children’s Worship info on the back of the bulletin.  

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION       

Speak to us this day, O Lord. 
Visit us with your wisdom, 
overshadow us with your Spirit, 
and let it be with us 
according to your Word: 
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  

 



SCRIPTURE READING Micah 5:2-5a 
  The Word of the Lord.   
  Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON  Humble Beginnings Mary Sellers Shaw 

 
RESPONSE 

 
*HYMN 121 O Little Town of Bethlehem  ST. LOUIS  
(Following an introduction, the choir will sing the first round, with the congregation being invited to join in singing the second, and each 

subsequent round.) 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only son our 

Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
THE OFFERING      

Please fold and place your completed Connection Card in the offering plate. 
 

OFFERTORY MUSIC  In the Chill of Bleak Midwinter  McNeil Robinson  
 In the chill of bleak midwinter, when the frost was bitter and deep, in a stable  in a manger lay the 
Christ-child sound asleep. Ox and ass did not awake Him,  standing guard beside His bed; Shepherds whispered 
to each other, “See the  light around his head.” Have mercy, O holy Sweet Redeemer, Son of Mary.  
  
DOXOLOGY 143 All Creation, Join in Praising  REGENT SQUARE  
 All creation join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son. Evermore your  voices raising to the 
eternal, Three in One. Come and worship, come  and worship. Worship Christ, the newborn King! 
  
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

SENDING 
 
*HYMN 134 Joy to the World   ANTIOCH  

(VERSES One through Three) 
 

http://fpcfranklin.org/about/sermons-text


*BENEDICTION 
 

*CHORAL RESPONSE  Joy to the World  ANTIOCH  
(VERSE Four) 

 
POSTLUDE Joy to the World  Hugo Gehrke  
 
RINGING OF THE CARILLON Five Bell Peal 

 
 

LEADING IN WORSHIP TODAY 
Mary Sellers Shaw, Associate Pastor 

Chris Joiner, Pastor 
Michael Snoddy, Director of Music and Organist 

Bill Carver, 8:30 Liturgist 
Steve Lewis, 11 Liturgist 

 
 

PRAYER LIST 
New: 
Nancy Egbert 
Dee Griner 
Michael Snoddy's friend, Jim Putnam 
Jennifer Sower's stepfather, Bruce Waymack 
Betty Willoughby's friend, Jerry Crunk 
Sue Banner's friend, Brain Schlemmer 
 
Deaths: 
Janice Jones' brother-in-law, Jay Parker, November 20, 2021 
 
Members: 
Cary Pulliam 
J.R. Russell 
Penny Ward 
Laura Nasca, Preschool staff member 
 
In Memory Of: 
Mary Chester, December 19, 2004 
Diane Bell, December 20, 2020 
Jean Porter, December 21, 2013 
Earl Ferari, December 22, 2016 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://fpcfranklin.org/about/prayer-requests


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Birthday Party for Jesus: Today at 9:45 AM in Wilson Hall 
Join us during Sunday School for our annual reading of Luke’s Christmas story led by Pastor Chris. All ages are 
welcome! 
 
Service of Light, Tonight at 5:30 PM in the Sanctuary 
Advent and Christmas aren’t always filled with the happiness of the holiday season. For many, the magnitude of 
our weary world weighs on our hearts and minds. Join us for our Service of Light where we will remind each other 
that we are people of the light. Christ is our Light in the darkness, and God’s face shines upon us. Come light 
candles and offer prayers for those who need to experience God’s healing and wholeness. Please note the nursery 
will not be available for this service. Join us for worship in person or online through the Sunday Hub page of our 
website. Also, feel free to invite a friend who might appreciate this quiet, candlelit service.    
 
NaCoMe Youth Summer Camp: 
This summer NaCoMe will be having 5 weeks of summer youth camp programming. They have weeklong options 
for campers who are rising 3rd to 12th graders, 3 daylong options for rising 2nd to 4th graders, and a weekend 
family camp for families with younger children. Sign up on our website and use FRANK22 half-off discount code. 
 
MLK Intergenerational Weekend 
Join us January 14-17, 2022 for an Intergenerational MLK Weekend mission experience. We will be traveling to 
Birmingham and Montgomery, Alabama to explore the Civil Rights Movement, including stops at several 
museums and historic landmarks. Cost: $60 per person, $240 family maximum. The deadline to sign up on our 
website is tomorrow, December 20. 
 
Christmas Joy Special Offering: Collecting Today 
By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor God's gift of Jesus Christ by providing assistance to current 
and retired church workers in their time of need and developing our future leaders at Presbyterian-related schools 
and colleges equipping communities of color. 
 
Christmas Eve Services (4 and 6 PM): Join us for a Candlelight Service of Word and Sacrament. Nursery is 
available at 4 PM only. 
 
WNL Dinner and Programming returns January 12, 2022: Exploring the Religions of the World. Read more in 
this week’s E-News.  
 
Give via Vanco Mobile: 
Introducing Vanco Mobile App, a new and convenient way to pay for WNL dinners, pay for flower dedications, or 
pay your pledge/offerings via your smart phone. Download Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement from the Apple or 
Google store, find First Presbyterian Church at Franklin, and create an account. It’s that easy! 



Responding to God's grace through worship, study, and service. 

Our purpose is to joyfully follow Christ and respond to God's grace as an inclusive, multigenerational faith community by: 

• Deepening discipleship through relevant worship and life-long learning 

• Creating and nurturing congregational relationships 

• Transforming lives and connecting with others through service 

Welcome! We extend a warm welcome to all who are here today. Whether you are from our community or visiting, we are 

glad to have you among us.  

We strive to be inclusive and offer assistance for those with disabilities.  

T-Coil hearing devices are available from members of the Hospitality Team who have blue name tags. We have several pew 

cutouts for accessibility and offer sensory nurturing bags for children. If anyone has other needs or disabilities requiring assis-

tance or accommodations for any church activity, please contact the church office at 615-794-5114. 

Nursery is available for infant – 3 year old children downstairs in Room 111 with a maximum of 6 children. Children are 

always welcome to remain in the sanctuary.  

Children’s Worship is available for children 4 years old – kindergarten following the Time with the Young Church. All chil-

dren are welcome to remain in the sanctuary. Those attending CW will be returned to the sanctuary before the end of the 

service. On the first Sunday of the month, the children will be returned to the sanctuary during the offering for communion. 

The children are in room 210 and parents are welcome to visit. Contact Katie Oldham with questions, 

k.oldham1994@gmail.com.  

Prayer requests to convey concerns or celebrations may be shared with Anne Keener (akeener@fpcfranklin.org or 615-794-

5114 x219.) 

THE SESSION 

Class of 2021 

Chuck Cairatti 

Hugh DuPree 

Ryan Fox 

Lauren Inglis 

Anne Parsons 

 

  THE CHURCH STAFF 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR EMERITUS 

Thomas D. Walker  

First Presbyterian Church, Franklin is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and a member of the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee, 

the Synod of Living Waters, and the General Assembly of the PC(USA). 

615.794.5114 | fpcfranklin.org 

Class of 2022 

Don Arnold 

Katie Gottlieb 

Karen Hanson 

Robin Pulliam 

Dale Roos 

Class of 2023 

Christi Granstaff 

Rich Johnson 

Heather Reimer 

Andrew Stevens 

Bruce Tarkington 

Sara Chang, Communications Director 

Glenda Andrews, Office Administrator 

Linda Cole, Accountant 

Jerry (JR) Russell, Sexton 

Tony Flemister, Sexton 

Kate Lasseter, Nursery Coordinator 

Kelly Oldham, Nursery Coordinator 

Katie Oldham, Children’s Worship 

Christopher A. Joiner, Pastor 

Mary Sellers Shaw, Associate Pastor 

Anne Keener Commissioned Pastor 

Michael Snoddy, Director of Music/Organist 

Kim Joiner, Director of Christian Education 

Linzi Anderson, Director of Youth Ministries 

Cheri Lindsley, Preschool Director 

mailto:akeener@fpcfranklin.org

