
 A Service of Lessons & Carols 
 The story of our humanity, the promised Messiah, and the birth of Jesus. 

 

Sunday, December 11 – The Third Sunday in Advent – 2022 – 10:15 a.m. 

 

“…if we wish to take part in this Advent and Christmas event, then we cannot simply be bystanders or onlookers. No, 
we ourselves are swept up into the action there. We have a part to play too on this stage, for the spectator is already 
an actor. We cannot withdraw.”                           ---Dietrich Bonhoeffer              

 

We Prepare to Hear God’s Word 
 

Chiming of the Hour / Pouring of the Water / Announcements 

Hymn Intonation  

*Call to Worship 

 O Lord Jesus, you are WISDOM. 

  Come, and teach us. 

 O Lord Jesus, you are RULER. 

  Guide us with your mighty arm. 

 O Lord Jesus, you are the BRANCH OF JESSE. 

  Renew our faith in your promises. 

 O Lord Jesus, you are the KEY TO HEAVEN. 

  Open our hearts to receive you. 

 O Lord Jesus, you are DAYSPRING. 

  Shine into the darkness of our lives. 

 O Lord Jesus, you are the KING. 

  Make us family in your name. 

 O Lord Jesus, you are EMMANUEL, God with us. 

  Savior of the nations, come. 

  Be with us now and evermore.  

 

 
*Processional 113 Angels, We Have Heard on High GLORIA 



*Opening Prayer 

 Holy God, our hope and strength, 

  by the power of your Spirit 

  prepare the way in our hearts 

  for the coming of your Word, 

  so that we may see the glorious signs 

  of your promise fulfilled; 

  through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

We Hear God’s Word - Lessons & Carols 
 

The First Lesson: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7                               (Jesus’ birth foretold) 

Reflection: Celebrating Advent   

 

Savior of the nations, come; virgin’s Son, make here your home. Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, that the Lord chose 
such a birth. Wondrous birth! O wondrous child! Of the virgin undefiled! Though by all the world disowned, yet to be in 
heav’n enthroned. From the Father’s throne he came, and ascended to the same. Captive leading death and hell, high 
the song of triumph swell! Praise to God the Father sing, praise to God the Son, our King. Praise to God the Spirit be 
ever and eternally.  

 

The Second Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-9                              (The peace of Christ) 

Reflection: Prince of Peace 

 

“Comfort, comfort now my people; Tell of peace!” So says our God. Comfort those who sit in darkness, mourning under 
sorrow’s load. To God’ people now proclaim that God’s pardon waits for them! Tell them that their war is over, God 
will reign in peace forever. For the herald’s voice is crying in the desert far and near, calling us to true repentance, since 
the Kingdom now is here. Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way! Let the valleys rise to meet him, and 
the hills bow down to greet him. Straight shall be what long was crooked, and the rougher places plain! Let your hearts 
be true and humble, as befits God’s holy reign! For the glory of the Lord now on earth is shed abroad, and all flesh shall 
see the token, that God’s word is never broken.  

 

The Third Lesson: Luke 1:26-35; 38         (The angel appears to Mary) 

Reflection: Woman’s Passionate Song 

 

My soul gives glory to my God, my heart pours out in praise, God lifted up my lowliness in many marvelous ways. My 
God has done great things for me, yes, holy is God’s Name, all people will declare me blessed, and blessings they shall 
claim. Magnificat (magnify)… From age to age to all who fear, such mercy love imparts, dispensing justice far and near, 
dismissing selfish hearts. Praise God, whose loving covenant supports those in distress, remembering past promises 
with present faithfulness.  

 

 

Carol Savior of the Nations, Come NUN KON DER HEIDEN 
HEILAND 

Carol Comfort, Comfort Now My People FREU DICH SEHR 

Carol My Soul Gives Glory to My God CONSOLATION 



The Fourth Lesson: Matthew 1:18-23                          (The birth of Jesus) 

Reflection: Everything Past and Everything Future 

 

He (Jesus) comes to us as one unknown, a breath unseen, unheard; As though within a heart of stone, or shriveled seed 
in darkness sown, a pulse of being stirred. He comes when souls in silence lie and thoughts of day depart; Half-seen 
upon the inward eye, a falling star across the sky, of night within the heart. 

He comes in love as once he came by flesh and blood and birth; To bear within our mortal frame a life, a death, a saving 
Name, for ev’ry child of earth. He comes in truth when faith is grown, believed, obeyed, adored; The Christ in all the 
scriptures shown, as yet unseen, but not unknown, our Savior and our Lord.  

 

The Fifth Lesson: Luke 2:8-20                (The shepherds go to the manger) 

Reflection: One Single Name 

 

 

The Sixth Lesson: John 1:1-14                  (The mystery of the Incarnation) 

Reflection: Those Who Go to the Manger 

 

(John Johns, guitar and Jonathan Setzer, organ) 
 

 

We Respond to God’s Word 
Offertory    

 

Offertory Prayer 

 

 

*Benediction                                                        Chris Joiner 

 

+ + + 

Leading in Worship Today 

Chris Joiner, Pastor; Mary Sellers Shaw, Associate Pastor 

Lesson Readers: Sam Belcher, Kim Joiner, Tammy Love, 

Starr Nolan, Clarke Oldham, and Verna Rydlund 

Art Herron, Liturgist  

 

Musical Participants in Today’s Service 
 

Carol He Comes to Us as One Unknown REPTON 

*Hymn 119 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN 

Musical Reflection God is Our Righteousness Chris DiBlasio 

Offertory Music Reflection on “Antioch” Hugo Gherke 

* Hymn 134 Joy to the World ANTIOCH 

Postlude Joy to the World Michael Burkhardt 



 

Guitar 

John Johns 

 

A Word About Lessons & Carols 

The tradition of interspersing short “lessons” with carols began in the town of Truro, England in the late nineteenth century. 
Drawing on the ancient monastic office of Matins (a form of sung prayer), an order of nine lessons interspersed with familiar carols 
was created. 

 

Eric Milner-White, Dean of King’s College, Cambridge felt that the Church of England could benefit from a new form of worship and 
adapted the earlier 19th century lessons service for the traditional Christmas Eve service at King’s College Chapel in 1918. Thus the 
present day service of Lessons & Carols was born.   

 

The carol settings used today are arranged by Michael Burkhardt. 

 

A Word About Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906 – 1945) 

The life and work of Dietrich Bonhoeffer is both intriguing and inspiring. Even though he only lived 39 years, his writings, sermons, 
and life of faith in witness to Christ have had a monumental impact on the church. 

 

Bonhoeffer was a prodigy and, at an early age, declared his desire to study theology and to serve as a pastor.  By the age of 21, he 
had received his Doctor of Theology degree and later studied at Union Seminary in New York. Returning to Berlin to teach, he 
witnessed several colleagues succumb to the ideas of the Third Reich, and served as pastor, teacher, and theologian during one of 
the most difficult times in history.  Two of Bonhoeffer’s best-known books, The Cost of Discipleship and Life Together, were written 
during this period.  
 

Bonhoeffer spent the last two years of life in prison, at which time he penned two books of letters, Letters and Papers from Prison 
and Love Letters from Cell 92. One of the letters written to his parents during his first Christmas there described how much more 
meaningful this season had been for him, the surroundings of the very first Christmas being fairly similar to his own.  

 

Prayer List  

New: 

Jeanette and Dean Crosswhite’s niece, Debbie Graf 

Leah Stein’s friend, Amy Howcroft 

Barb Heerman’s son, Scott Heerman  

Martha Johnson's friends, Janice and Steve Hulen 

Leanne and Steve Hoeffler's nephew, Guthrie Hayward 

Leah Stein 

Cathie Davidson’s extended family member, Linda Messtich 

Tony Inglis’ brother-in-law and family members, the Nix family  

Bruce Tarkington’s aunt, Gloria McKnight  

Barbara Roos’s friend, Laneice Olesnevich  

Barbara Roos’s friend, Paige Lauten  

Will Grisham  

Beth Rose’s uncle, Scott  

Chancel Choir Organists 

Michael P. Snoddy, Director Jonathan Setzer & Michael P. Snoddy 



 

Deaths: 

Dale Roos’s uncle, Elmer Ernst, November 28  

Namaste Anderson’s friend, Marianne Cameron, November 25 

David Garst’s mother, Sarah Matthews Garst, November 22 

Randy Frame’s mother, Mercille Kelly, November 23 

Mike Freiburg’s mother, Nancy McCleary, November 17 

Don Fields, November 7 

Inge Smith, November 5 

Greg Howell’s brother, A. C. Howell, October 15  

 

Members: 

Jean Acklin 

Dee Bechtel 

Barb Heerman 

Therese Howell 

Tony Inglis 

Gerry Reams 

Sam Moore 

 

In Memory Of: 

Ellen McGehee, December 14, 2004  

Dick Settle, December 15, 1999  

Joe Willoughby, December 15, 2018  

Birney Alphin, December 16, 2013  
 



Announcements 

 

Youth Live Nativity & Chili Cookoff—Tonight at 5 PM 

The youth are hosting the annual Chili Cook Off competition and Live  

Nativity.  We'll kick things off at 5 PM at the church with the Chili contest, don’t for-

get to bring some cash or a check to vote!  

 

GraceWorks Manger Tree Gifts Through Tomorrow  

Last chance to drop off gifts for the Manger is tomorrow morning! FPC is collecting gifts for children 

ages 0-18. You can pick up tags and drop off unwrapped gifts at the Manger Tree in Wilson Hall. 

(Smaller gifts can be left in the tub at the Basic Essentials Cart.)  

 

FPC Ornaments for sale—Dec. 18 in Wilson Hall  

Cindy Blackburn will be selling Christmas ornaments that depict the FPC Preschool. The ornaments 

were given to the Preschool staff and now are available to you for $5.00.  

 

Service of Light—Dec. 18, 5:30 PM  

The Service of Light is a time of prayer, reflection, and lighting candles as we seek hope together in what 

can be a dark season for many. We hope you will join in either in person or online for this contemplative 

worship  

experience. 

 

Room In The Inn—Dec. 21  

We are hosting RITI this year and need volunteers! Our next date is Dec.  21 and we still need an even-

ing ride along, as well as several volunteers for the rest of the season. Special thanks to the Bahai com-

munity for bringing the December dinner.  

Scan the QR code to sign up! 
 

Christmas Eve Services (4 and 6 PM): Nursery is available at 4 PM only. 

 

Christmas Eve Choir—Dec. 24, 6 PM  

If you would like to join the choir for the second service on Christmas Eve (Rehearsal: 5:15 PM/ Service: 

6 PM), we would love to have you join us. Familiar carols, a simple anthem, and candlelight Commun-

ion are yours. See Michael for more information or email msnoddy@fpcfranklin.org. 

 

Sunday Morning Wonder Hour  - Dec. 25 and Jan. 1  

Most classes and Common Grounds will be taking a holiday break but will be back on Jan. 8.  

 

MLK Intergenerational Mission Trip—Jan. 13-16, 2023  

Families and individual adults are invited to join for a service-learning weekend in Atlanta, GA. We will 

learn about the Civil Rights Movement in Atlanta, serve together, and have fun with our FPC family! 

Contact Mary Sellers to save your spot- priority registration by Dec. 18. Cost is $75 per person. This 

event is in lieu of our January 2NDSAT.  



Responding to God's grace through worship, study, and service. 

Our purpose is to joyfully follow Christ and respond to God's grace as an inclusive, multigenerational faith 
community by: 

• Deepening discipleship through relevant worship and life-long learning 

• Creating and nurturing congregational relationships 

• Transforming lives and connecting with others through service 

Welcome! We extend a warm welcome to all who are here today. Whether you are from our community or 
visiting, we are glad to have you among us.  

We strive to be inclusive and offer assistance for those with disabilities.  
T-Coil hearing devices are available from members of the Hospitality Team who have blue name tags. We 
have several pew cutouts for accessibility and offer sensory nurturing items for children. If anyone has other 
needs or disabilities requiring assistance or accommodations for any church activity, please contact the church 
office at 615-794-5114. 

Nursery is available for infant – 3 year old children downstairs in Room 111.  
Children of all ages are always welcome to remain in the sanctuary.  

Children’s Worship is available for children 4 years old – kindergarten in Room 101 following the Time with 
the Young Church, and those attending will be returned to the sanctuary before the end of the service. For 
accommodations and more information please contact the coordinator, Katie Oldham, 
k.oldham1994@gmail.com. 

Prayer requests to convey concerns or celebrations may be shared with Chris Joiner cjoiner@fpcfranklin.org 
or 615-794-5114 ) 
 

The Session 

 

 Class of 2022 
 Don Arnold 
 Katie Gottlieb 
 Karen Hanson 
 Robin Pulliam 
 Dale Roos 

 

The Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church, Franklin is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and a member of the 
Presbytery of Middle Tennessee, the Synod of Living Waters, and the General Assembly of the PC(USA). 

615.794.5114 | fpcfranklin.org 

Class of 2023 

Christi Granstaff 

Rich Johnson 

Heather Reimer 

Andrew Stevens 

Bruce Tarkington 

Class of 2024 

Mike Anderson 

Hunter Battle 

Chris Jones 

Jennifer Sower 

Sam Webb 

Christopher A. Joiner, Pastor 

Mary Sellers Shaw, Associate Pastor 

Anne Keener Commissioned Pastor 

Michael Snoddy, Director of Music/Organist 

Kim Joiner, Director of Christian Education 

Sam Belcher, Director of Youth Ministries 

 

Marie Hayman, Accountant 

Kate Lasseter, Nursery Coordinator 

Kelly Oldham, Nursery Coordinator 

Linda Cairatti, Nursery Staff 

Katie Oldham, Children’s Worship 

 

mailto:akeener@fpcfranklin.org

