
1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
NOVEMBER 28, 2021 

 
Please silence cell phones. The asterisk (*) invites all who are able to stand. The people’s responses are in bold type. If you would 
like to save paper, find the QR code in the pew rack to follow along with the Order of Worship. Masks are optional for those who are 
fully vaccinated. 

GATHERING 
 
CAROL SING (10:50 AM) 
 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 
POURING OF THE WATER 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS             
 
PRELUDE  Prelude on “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”   Charles Callahan  

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 The day of the Lord is surely coming; 
  the promise of God will be fulfilled. 
 Come, Lord Jesus. 
  O come to us, Emmanuel. 
 
*HYMN 82 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus   HYFRYDOL 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy God,  
your prophets call us to look forward to the dawn of a new day. 
Even now we see its rays of gathering light in deeds of love, 
in acts of justice, in strivings for peace, in resilient hope.  
Give us the vision to live now by the light of the new day dawning, 
in the name of Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 
CHORAL RESPONSE While We Are Waiting, Come  Don Cason 

While we are waiting come. Jesus our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting come. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
 8:30 AM: Meghan, David, Nicholas, and Benjamin Costa 
 11 AM: Hattie, Brian, Charlie, Ben, and Harriet Kissel 



CALL TO CONFESSION     
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

God of grace, God of all, you are bringing a new day. 
We long to meet it, yet almost miss it. 
We strive to help ourselves, yet only discover our need. 
We try to see by our own lights  
and wonder why we are lost and wandering. 
We are distracted and wonder why we are dissatisfied. 
Interrupt our inwardness with your vulnerability. 
Touch our possessiveness with your poverty. 
Surprise our guilt with the grace of your welcome 
and the miracle of your forgiveness. 
      

SILENT CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS             
 
*THE PEACE 
 The peace of Christ be with you. 
 And also with you. 

(Please greet those around you with the peace of Christ). 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE 581 Glory Be to the Father   GLORIA PATRI 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 

shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 
 

THE WORD 
 

TIME WITH THE YOUNG CHURCH 
Children of all ages are invited to come forward. Nursery and Children’s Worship info on the back of the bulletin.  

 
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (11 AM)  
 Bennie Andrew Moore, son of Ryan and Sam Moore 
 Presenting Elders: Clarke and Susan Oldham   
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH (11 AM) 
…with the whole church, let us confess our faith: 
 *I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only 
Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right  hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
  THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER (11 AM) 
 The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
    
 



THE BAPTISM (11 AM) 
 Let us welcome the newly baptized… 
  with joy and thanksgiving we welcome you into Christ’s Church to share with us in this 
ministry, for we are all one in Christ. 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION       

God of the dawning day, shed the light of your Spirit on the words we hear, 
that they may be for us light for the path and bread for the journey. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING    Jeremiah 33:14-16  
The Word of the Lord.   

  Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON  The Lord is Our Righteousness  Chris Joiner 
 

RESPONSE 
 
*HYMN 88 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel      VENI EMMANUEL 

Verses One, Two, Six, and Seven 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (8:30 AM) 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only son our 

Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 Lord in your mercy,  

 hear our prayer. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy  will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 
 
THE OFFERING      

Please fold and place your completed Connection Card in the offering plate. 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC  An Advent Processional   Donald Pearson  
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel. Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. Come 
thou, Redeemer of the earth, and manifest they virgin  birth; Let every age adoring fall such birth befits the God of 
all. Begotten of no human will, but of the Spirit thou art still. The Word of God in flesh arrayed, the  promised 
fruit to all displayed. Praise God the Father he proceeds, to God the  Father back he speeds; His course he runs to 
death and hell, returning on God’s throne to dwell. All laud, eternal Son, to thee whose advent sets thy people free, 
whom with the Father we adore, and Holy Ghost forevermore. O come, O come. 
 
*DOXOLOGY 102 Praise We Sing to Christ the Lord              NUN KOMM 
 Praise we sing to Christ the Lord, virgin’s son, incarnate Word! To the holy Trinity praise we sing eternally, to 

the holy Trinity praise we sing eternally,  

http://fpcfranklin.org/about/sermons-text


*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

SENDING 
 
*HYMN 93 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates       TRURO 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
*CHORAL RESPONSE  Christ is Coming!    UNSER HERRSCHER 
 Christ is coming! Let creation from its groans and labor cease; let the glorious proclamation hope restore and 

faith increase. Christ is coming! Christ is Coming! Come, O blessed Prince of peace.  
 
POSTLUDE All Those of Earth, Oh, Hearken  J. S. Bach 
 
RINGING OF THE CARILLON  Five Bell Peal 

 
LEADING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

Chris Joiner, Pastor 
Mary Sellers Shaw, Commissioned Pastor 

Kim Joiner, Director of Christian Education 
Michael Snoddy, Director of Music and Organist 

Duke Ellis, 8:30 AM Liturgist 
Clarke Oldham, 11 AM Liturgist  

 
PRAYER LIST 

New: 
Al Wormer 
Jackye and Gerry Reams' friends, Kathy and George Ridderbusch 
Laura Nasca, Preschool staff member 
Mike Anderson's mother, JoAnn Anderson 
Bechtel family friends, Brekke family 
Alex Brydon's mother, Denise Brydon 
Janice Jones' brother-in-law, Jay Parker 
Leanne Hoeffler's mother, Kathleen Anderson 
Ruthie and John Moulton's friend, Susan Featherstone 
 
Deaths: 
Doris and Ron Tapscott's son, Jason Beggs, November 12 
Cathie Oldham Davidson's husband, Drew Davidson, November 5 
 
Births/Adoptions: 
Madelyn Diana Sylvanus Hanson, daughter of Brett and Becca Hanson, granddaughter of Karen Hanson, Nov 11 
 
Members: 
Cary Pulliam 
J.R. Russell 
Penny Ward 
 
In Memory Of: 
Dorothy Risen, November 29, 2020 
Harriett Erwin, December 1, 1995 
John Latreille, December 2, 2012 

http://fpcfranklin.org/about/prayer-requests


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

At the beginning of each worship service on December 5, we will recognize Nancy Moody, Margaret Roberts, and 
Lucy Battle and give thanks for their many years for service and dedication to Wednesday Night Live. Whether in 
person or online, please join us for worship as we extend the season of gratitude.  
 
Advent Workshop 2021: Today at 9:45 AM in Wilson Hall  
All ages will join together to explore the Advent stations. Stations will include:  
Chrismon Trees in Sanctuary - Decorating Chrismon Trees/ Family Photos   
Advent Banners – Hope, Peace, Joy, Love –  Meditative/ Creative Coloring 
Edible Nativity Scenes – All the supplies to make a “edible” nativity scene   
Advent & Christmas Books & Nativity playsets – reading/ playing together  
Countdown Chains – Help your family mark the days to Christmas   
Cards for Homebound Members – personalize a note or draw a picture  
At Home Advent Wreaths – Creative ways to make your own Advent Wreath 
Brightstone Gifts/Sisters in Spirit Cookbook - Come sample some delicious fudge, cookies, and dips; and get 
an early start on your Christmas shopping. 
 
Advent Evening Prayer Service with Music: Tonight at 7 PM in the Sanctuary  
 
Angel Tree: Now through December 12, we are collecting gifts for children age 0-18. Pick up tags and drop off 
unwrapped gifts at the Angel Tree in Wilson Hall. 
 
Advent Carol Sings: Beginning TODAY, November 28, December 5, & 19 
Immediately before the 11:00 AM service.   
 
Common Grounds We are still in need of volunteers. Sign up on our website.  
 
Wednesday Night Dinner, 6 PM 
We will not have WNL Dinner or Programming this Wednesday Night. Register for December meals on our 
website. December 8 will be our Flapjack Giveback Pancake Dinner provided by the Mission Committee. Come 
for dinner and celebrate this past year with our Mission Committee. We'll hear about our first Super Saturday Day 
of Service and learn about our upcoming trip for MLK weekend. You don't want to miss this! If you have any 
questions, contact our WNL Coordinator, Katie (k.oldham1994@gmail.com).  
 
Primetimers 
In case you haven’t heard about Primetimers, we are gently seasoned perhaps in age, but still looking for fun, 
enlightenment, and new friends. When COVID isn’t hanging around, we like to explore restaurants, events, and 
trips together. We are planning a Potluck Primetimers Christmas dinner at the church Friday, December 17th at 6 
PM and would love to see you there. If you are interested in attending and bringing a dish, sign up on our website.  
 
Worship Flowers 
Do you appreciate having flowers in worship each week? Would you be willing to help arrangement them with 
another person on a Saturday morning?  Please contact Margaret Roberts (jimroberts45@comcast.net or 615-584-
4013) to learn more. It is also time to sign up for 2022 flowers! You may sign up to dedicate flowers each 
Sunday in 2022 on our website. 
 
Vases Needed 
In order for the Flower Ministry to continue to bless those with flowers on Monday mornings, we need vases to 
deliver the flowers. You can bring vases to the church office any time during the week.  
 



Responding to God's grace through worship, study, and service. 

Our purpose is to joyfully follow Christ and respond to God's grace as an inclusive, multigenerational faith community by: 

• Deepening discipleship through relevant worship and life-long learning 

• Creating and nurturing congregational relationships 

• Transforming lives and connecting with others through service 

Welcome! We extend a warm welcome to all who are here today. Whether you are from our community or visiting, we are 

glad to have you among us.  

We strive to be inclusive and offer assistance for those with disabilities.  

T-Coil hearing devices are available from members of the Hospitality Team who have blue name tags. We have several pew 

cutouts for accessibility and offer sensory nurturing bags for children. If anyone has other needs or disabilities requiring assis-

tance or accommodations for any church activity, please contact the church office at 615-794-5114. 

Nursery is available for infant – 3 year old children downstairs in Room 111 with a maximum of 6 children. Children are 

always welcome to remain in the sanctuary.  

Children’s Worship is available for children 4 years old – kindergarten following the Time with the Young Church. All chil-

dren are welcome to remain in the sanctuary. Those attending CW will be returned to the sanctuary before the end of the 

service. On the first Sunday of the month, the children will be returned to the sanctuary during the offering for communion. 

The children are in room 210 and parents are welcome to visit. Contact Katie Oldham with questions, 

k.oldham1994@gmail.com.  

Prayer requests to convey concerns or celebrations may be shared with Anne Keener (akeener@fpcfranklin.org or 615-794-

5114 x219.) 

THE SESSION 

Class of 2021 

Chuck Cairatti 

Hugh DuPree 

Ryan Fox 

Lauren Inglis 

Anne Parsons 

 

  THE CHURCH STAFF 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR EMERITUS 

Thomas D. Walker  

First Presbyterian Church, Franklin is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and a member of the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee, 

the Synod of Living Waters, and the General Assembly of the PC(USA). 

615.794.5114 | fpcfranklin.org 

Class of 2022 

Don Arnold 

Katie Gottlieb 

Karen Hanson 

Robin Pulliam 

Dale Roos 

Class of 2023 

Christi Granstaff 

Rich Johnson 

Heather Reimer 

Andrew Stevens 

Bruce Tarkington 

Sara Chang, Communications Director 

Glenda Andrews, Office Administrator 

Linda Cole, Accountant 

Jerry (JR) Russell, Sexton 

Tony Flemister, Sexton 

Kate Lasseter, Nursery Coordinator 

Kelly Oldham, Nursery Coordinator 

Katie Oldham, Children’s Worship 

Christopher A. Joiner, Pastor 

Mary Sellers Shaw, Associate Pastor 

Anne Keener Commissioned Pastor 

Michael Snoddy, Director of Music/Organist 

Kim Joiner, Director of Christian Education 

Linzi Anderson, Director of Youth Ministries 

Cheri Lindsley, Preschool Director 

mailto:akeener@fpcfranklin.org

